
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 
 

First reading                                           Wisdom 12:13,16-19 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

 

There is no god, other than you, who cares for everything, 

to whom you might have to prove that you never judged unjustly. 

Your justice has its source in strength, 

your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all. 

You show your strength when your sovereign power is questioned 

and you expose the insolence of those who know it; 

but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement, 

you govern us with great lenience, 

for you have only to will, and your power is there. 

By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people 

how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, 

and you have given your sons the good hope 

that after sin you will grant repentance. 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

  



Responsorial Psalm      85(86):5-6,9-10,15-16 

 

O Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 

O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 

full of love to all who call. 

Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer 

and attend to the sound of my voice. 

 

All the nations shall come to adore you 

and glorify your name, O Lord: 

for you are great and do marvellous deeds, 

you who alone are God. 

 

But you, God of mercy and compassion, 

slow to anger, O Lord, 

abounding in love and truth, 

turn and take pity on me. 

 

  



Second reading       Romans 8:26-27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot 

choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our 

plea in a way that could never be put into words, and God who knows 

everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he means, and that the 

pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of 

God. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

cf.Ep1:17,18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

enlighten the eyes of our mind, 

so that we can see what hope his call holds for us. 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 
Mt11:25 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father,  

Lord of heaven and earth, 

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 

to mere children. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

  



Gospel          Matthew 13:24-43 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus put another parable before the crowds: ‘The kingdom of heaven 

may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. While 

everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed darnel all among the wheat, 

and made off. When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel 

appeared as well. The owner’s servants went to him and said, “Sir, was it 

not good seed that you sowed in your field? If so, where does the darnel 

come from?” “Some enemy has done this” he answered. And the servants 

said, “Do you want us to go and weed it out?” But he said, “No, because 

when you weed out the darnel you might pull up the wheat with it. Let 

them both grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall say to the 

reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then 

gather the wheat into my barn.”’ 

 

He put another parable before them: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of 

all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the biggest shrub of all and 

becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and shelter in its 

branches.’ 

 

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast a 

woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour till it was 

leavened all through.’ 

 

In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, he would never 

speak to them except in parables. This was to fulfil the prophecy: 

 

I will speak to you in parables 

and expound things hidden since the foundation of the world. 

 

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his disciples came to 

him and said, ‘Explain the parable about the darnel in the field to us.’ He 

said in reply, ‘The sower of the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is 

the world; the good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, the 

subjects of the evil one; the enemy who sowed them, the devil; the 

harvest is the end of the world; the reapers are the angels. Well then, just 

as the darnel is gathered up and burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end 



of time. The Son of Man will send his angels and they will gather out of his 

kingdom all things that provoke offences and all who do evil, and throw 

them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and grinding 

of teeth. Then the virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 
 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



MONDAY OF WEEK 16 IN ORDINARY TIME 

Monday 20 July 2020 

 

 
First reading        Micah 6:1-4,6-8 

A reading from the prophet Micah 

 

Listen to what the Lord is saying: 

 

Stand up and let the case begin in the hearing of the mountains 

and let the hills hear what you say. 

Listen, you mountains, to the Lord’s accusation, 

give ear, you foundations of the earth, 

for the Lord is accusing his people, 

pleading against Israel: 

My people, what have I done to you, 

how have I been a burden to you? Answer me. 

I brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

I rescued you from the house of slavery; 

I sent Moses to lead you, 

with Aaron and Miriam. 

 

‘With what gift shall I come into the Lord’s presence 

and bow down before God on high? 

Shall I come with holocausts, 

with calves one year old? 

Will he be pleased with rams by the thousand, 

with libations of oil in torrents? 

Must I give my first-born for what I have done wrong, 

the fruit of my body for my own sin?’ 

 

What is good has been explained to you, man; 

this is what the Lord asks of you: 

only this, to act justly, 

to love tenderly 

and to walk humbly with your God. 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 



Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 49(50):5-6,8-9,16-17,21,23 

I will show God’s salvation to the upright. 

 

‘Summon before me my people 

who made covenant with me by sacrifice.’ 

The heavens proclaim his justice, 

for he, God, is the judge. 

 

‘I find no fault with your sacrifices, 

your offerings are always before me. 

I do not ask more bullocks from your farms, 

nor goats from among your herds. 

 

‘But how can you recite my commandments 

and take my covenant on your lips, 

you who despise my law 

and throw my words to the winds, 

 

‘You do this, and should I keep silence? 

Do you think that I am like you? 

a sacrifice of thanksgiving honours me 

and I will show God’s salvation to the upright.’ 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                               cf.2Tim1:10 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ abolished death 

and he has proclaimed life through the Good News. 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 
Ps94:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Harden not your hearts today, 

but listen to the voice of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

  



Gospel         Matthew 12:38-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Some of the scribes and Pharisees spoke up. ‘Master,’ they said ‘we 

should like to see a sign from you.’ He replied, ‘It is an evil and unfaithful 

generation that asks for a sign! The only sign it will be given is the sign of 

the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was in the belly of the sea-monster for 

three days and three nights, so will the Son of Man be in the heart of the 

earth for three days and three nights. On Judgement day the men of 

Nineveh will stand up with this generation and condemn it, because when 

Jonah preached they repented; and there is something greater than Jonah 

here. On Judgement day the Queen of the South will rise up with this 

generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth 

to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and there is something greater than 

Solomon here.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 

  



TUESDAY OF WEEK 16 IN ORDINARY TIME 

Tuesday 21 July 2020 
 

 
First reading        Micah 7:14-15,18-20 
A reading from the prophet Micah 
 

With shepherd’s crook, O Lord, lead your people to pasture, 

the flock that is your heritage, 

living confined in a forest 

with meadow land all around. 

Let them pasture in Bashan and Gilead 

as in the days of old. 

As in the days when you came out of Egypt 

grant us to see wonders. 

What god can compare with you: taking fault away, 

pardoning crime, 

not cherishing anger for ever 

but delighting in showing mercy? 

Once more have pity on us, 

tread down our faults, 

to the bottom of the sea 

throw all our sins. 

Grant Jacob your faithfulness, 

and Abraham your mercy, 

as you swore to our fathers 

from the days of long ago. 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 84 (85):2-8 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy. 

 

O Lord, you once favoured your land 

and revived the fortunes of Jacob, 

you forgave the guilt of your people 

and covered all their sins. 

You averted all your rage, 

you calmed the heat of your anger. 

 

Revive us now, God, our helper! 

Put an end to your grievance against us. 

Will you be angry with us for ever, 

will your anger never cease? 

 

Will you not restore again our life 

that your people may rejoice in you? 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 

and give us your saving help. 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation   1Jn2:5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Whenever anyone obeys what Christ has said, 

God’s love comes to perfection in him. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Or:       Jn14:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him,  

and we shall come to him. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel        Matthew 12:46-50 

A reding from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus was speaking to the crowds when his mother and his brothers 

appeared; they were standing outside and were anxious to have a word 

with him. But to the man who told him this Jesus replied, ‘Who is my 

mother? Who are my brothers?’ And stretching out his hand towards his 

disciples he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. Anyone who 

does the will of my Father in heaven, he is my brother and sister and 

mother.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



FEAST OF SAINT MARY MAGDALENE   

Wednesday 22 July 2020 
 

 

 

First reading       Song of Songs 3:1-4 

A reading from the Song of Songs 
 

The bride says this: 

On my bed, at night, I sought him 

whom my heart loves. 

I sought but did not find him. 

So I will rise and go through the City; 

in the streets and in the squares 

I will seek him whom my heart loves. 

I sought but did not find him. 

The watchmen came upon me 

on their rounds in the City: 

‘Have you seen him whom my heart loves?’ 

Scarcely had I passed them 

when I found him whom my heart loves. 

 

The word of the Lord 

 
OR 

 

 
First reading            2 Corinthians 5:14-17 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

The love of Christ overwhelms us when we reflect that if one man has 

died for all, then all men should be dead; and the reason he died for all 

was so that living men should live no longer for themselves, but for him 

who died and was raised to life for them. 

 

From now onwards, therefore, we do not judge anyone by the standards 

of the flesh. Even if we did once know Christ in the flesh, that is not how 

we know him now. And for anyone who is in Christ, there is a new 

creation; the old creation has gone, and now the new one is here. 

 

The word of the Lord 



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 62(63):2-6,8-9 

For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord my God. 

 

O God, you are my God, for you I long; 

for you my soul is thirsting. 

My body pines for you 

like a dry, weary land without water. 

 

For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord my God. 

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary 

to see your strength and your glory. 

For your love is better than life, 

my lips will speak your praise. 

 

For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord my God. 

So I will bless you all my life, 

in your name I will lift up my hands. 

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 

my mouth shall praise you with joy. 

 

For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord my God. 

For you have been my help; 

in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 

My soul clings to you; 

your right hand holds me fast. 

For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord my God. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Tell us, Mary: say 

what thou didst see upon the way. 

– The tomb the Living did enclose; 

I saw Christ’s glory as he rose! 

Alleluia! 

 

  



Gospel         John 20:1-2,11-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

It was very early on the first day of the week and still dark, when Mary of 

Magdala came to the tomb. She saw that the stone had been moved away 

from the tomb and came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 

the one Jesus loved. ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb’ she said 

‘and we don’t know where they have put him.’ 

 

Meanwhile Mary stayed outside near the tomb, weeping. Then, still 

weeping, she stooped to look inside, and saw two angels in white sitting 

where the body of Jesus had been, one at the head, the other at the feet. 

They said, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ ‘They have taken my Lord 

away’ she replied ‘and I don’t know where they have put him.’ As she said 

this she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, though she did not 

recognise him.  

 

Jesus said, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?’ 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have taken him 

away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go and remove him.’ 

Jesus said, ‘Mary!’ She knew him then and said to him in Hebrew, 

‘Rabbuni!’ – which means Master. Jesus said to her, ‘Do not cling to me, 

because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go and find the 

brothers, and tell them: I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 

my God and your God.’ So Mary of Magdala went and told the disciples 

that she had seen the Lord and that he had said these things to her. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



FEAST OF SAINT BRIDGET, PATRON OF EUROPE 

Thursday 23 July 2020 
 

 
First reading        Galatians 2:19-20 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 
 

Through the Law I am dead to the Law, so that now I can live with God. I 

have been crucified with Christ, and I live now not with my own life but 

with the life of Christ who lives in me. The life I now live in this body I 

live in faith: faith in the Son of God who loved me and who sacrificed 

himself for my sake. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 33(34):2-11 

I will bless the Lord at all times. 

or 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 

his praise always on my lips; 

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 

The humble shall hear and be glad. 

 

Glorify the Lord with me. 

Together let us praise his name. 

I sought the Lord and he answered me; 

from all my terrors he set me free. 

 

Look towards him and be radiant; 

let your faces not be abashed. 

This poor man called, the Lord heard him 

and rescued him from all his distress. 

 

The angel of the Lord is encamped 

around those who revere him, to rescue them. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

He is happy who seeks refuge in him. 

 

Revere the Lord, you his saints. 

They lack nothing, those who revere him. 

Strong lions suffer want and go hungry 

but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing. 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     Jn15:9,5 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Remain in my love, says the Lord; 

whoever remains in me, with me in him, 

bears fruit in plenty. 

Alleluia! 

 

 



Gospel        John 15:1-8 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘I am the true vine, 

and my Father is the vinedresser. 

Every branch in me that bears no fruit 

he cuts away, 

and every branch that does bear fruit 

he prunes to make it bear even more. 

You are pruned already, 

by means of the word that I have spoken to you. 

Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. 

As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, 

but must remain part of the vine, 

neither can you unless you remain in me. 

I am the vine, 

you are the branches. 

Whoever remains in me, with me in him, 

bears fruit in plenty; 

for cut off from me you can do nothing. 

Anyone who does not remain in me 

is like a branch that has been thrown away – he withers; 

these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, 

and they are burnt. 

If you remain in me 

and my words remain in you, 

you may ask what you will 

and you shall get it. 

It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit, 

and then you will be my disciples.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 16 IN ORDINARY TIME 

Friday 24 July 2020 

 
 

 

First reading       Jeremiah 3:14-17 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

 

Come back, disloyal children – it is the Lord who speaks – for I alone am 

your Master. I will take one from a town, two from a clan, and bring you 

to Zion. I will give you shepherds after my own heart, and these shall feed 

you on knowledge and discretion. And when you have increased and 

become many in the land, then – it is the Lord who speaks – no one will 

ever say again: Where is the ark of the covenant of the Lord? There will 

be no thought of it, no memory of it, no regret for it, no making of 

another. When that time comes, Jerusalem shall be called: The Throne of 

the Lord; all the nations will gather there in the name of the Lord and will 

no longer follow the dictates of their own stubborn hearts. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Jeremiah 31:10-13 

The Lord will guard us as a shepherd guards his flock. 

 

O nations, hear the word of the Lord, 

proclaim it to the far-off coasts. 

Say: ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him 

and guard him as a shepherd guards his flock.’ 

 

For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 

has saved him from an overpowering hand. 

They will come and shout for joy on Mount Zion, 

they will stream to the blessings of the Lord. 

 

Then the young girls will rejoice and dance, 

the men, young and old, will be glad. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 

I will console them, give gladness for grief. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation   Jm1:21 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Accept and submit to the word 

which has been planted in you 

and can save your souls. 

Alleluia! 
 

 
Or       cf.Lk8:15 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are those who,  

with a noble and generous heart, 

take the word of God to themselves 

and yield a harvest through their perseverance. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 



Gospel        Matthew 13:18-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are to hear the parable of the sower. 

When anyone hears the word of the kingdom without understanding, the 

evil one comes and carries off what was sown in his heart: this is the man 

who received the seed on the edge of the path. The one who received it 

on patches of rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it at 

once with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some trial 

come, or some persecution on account of the word, and he falls away at 

once. The one who received the seed in thorns is the man who hears the 

word, but the worries of this world and the lure of riches choke the 

word and so he produces nothing. And the one who received the seed in 

rich soil is the man who hears the word and understands it; he is the one 

who yields a harvest and produces now a hundredfold, now sixty, now 

thirty.’ 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



FEAST OF ST JAMES, APOSTLE 

Saturday 25 July 2020 

 
 

 

First reading        2 Corinthians 4:7-15 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

We are only the earthenware jars that hold this treasure, to make it clear 

that such an overwhelming power comes from God and not from us. We 

are in difficulties on all sides, but never cornered; we see no answer to 

our problems, but never despair; we have been persecuted, but never 

deserted; knocked down, but never killed; always, wherever we may be, 

we carry with us in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus, 

too, may always be seen in our body. Indeed, while we are still alive, we 

are consigned to our death every day, for the sake of Jesus, so that in our 

mortal flesh the life of Jesus, too, may be openly shown. So death is at 

work in us, but life in you. 

 

But as we have the same spirit of faith that is mentioned in scripture – I 

believed, and therefore I spoke – we too believe and therefore we too 

speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus to life will raise us with 

Jesus in our turn, and put us by his side and you with us. You see, all this 

is for your benefit, so that the more grace is multiplied among people, the 

more thanksgiving there will be, to the glory of God. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 125(126):1-6 

Those who are sowing in tears will sing when they reap. 

 

When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 

it seemed like a dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 

on our lips there were songs. 

 

The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels 

the Lord worked for them!’ 

What marvels the Lord worked for us! 

Indeed we were glad. 

 

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 

as streams in dry land. 

Those who are sowing in tears 

will sing when they reap. 

 

They go out, they go out, full of tears, 

carrying seed for the sowing: 

they come back, they come back, full of song, 

carrying their sheaves. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation    cf.Jn15:16 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I chose you from the world 

to go out and bear fruit, 

fruit that will last, 

says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel         Matthew 20:20-28 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

The mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons to make 

a request of him, and bowed low; and he said to her, ‘What is it you 

want?’ She said to him, ‘Promise that these two sons of mine may sit one 

at your right hand and the other at your left in your kingdom.’ ‘You do 

not know what you are asking’ Jesus answered. ‘Can you drink the cup 

that I am going to drink?’ They replied, ‘We can.’ ‘Very well,’ he said ‘you 

shall drink my cup, but as for seats at my right hand and my left, these are 

not mine to grant; they belong to those to whom they have been allotted 

by my Father.’ 

 

When the other ten heard this they were indignant with the two 

brothers. But Jesus called them to him and said, ‘You know that among 

the pagans the rulers lord it over them, and their great men make their 

authority felt. This is not to happen among you. No; anyone who wants 

to be great among you must be your servant, and anyone who wants to 

be first among you must be your slave, just as the Son of Man came not 

to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 


