
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 
 

First reading                                             Ecclesiasticus 27:33-28:9 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 

 

Resentment and anger, these are foul things, 

and both are found with the sinner. 

He who exacts vengeance will experience the vengeance of the Lord, 

who keeps strict account of sin. 

Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you, 

and when you pray, your sins will be forgiven. 

If a man nurses anger against another, 

can he then demand compassion from the Lord? 

Showing no pity for a man like himself, 

can he then plead for his own sins? 

Mere creature of flesh, he cherishes resentment; 

who will forgive him his sins? 

Remember the last things, and stop hating, 

remember dissolution and death, and live by the commandments. 

Remember the commandments, and do not bear your neighbour ill-will; 

remember the covenant of the Most High, and overlook the offence. 

 

 
 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 102(103):1-4,9-12 

The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy. 

 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

all my being, bless his holy name. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

and never forget all his blessings. 

 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 

who heals every one of your ills, 

who redeems your life from the grave, 

who crowns you with love and compassion. 

 

His wrath will come to an end; 

he will not be angry for ever. 

He does not treat us according to our sins 

nor repay us according to our faults. 

 

For as the heavens are high above the earth 

so strong is his love for those who fear him. 

As far as the east is from the west 

so far does he remove our sins. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading       Romans 14:7-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 

 

The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we live, we 

live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or dead 

we belong to the Lord. This explains why Christ both died and came to 

life: it was so that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      1S3:9,Jn6:68 
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
 

Or:         Jn13:34 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I give you a new commandment: 

love one another just as I have loved you,  

says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
 

 



Gospel          Matthew 18:21-35 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I forgive my 

brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not 

seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times. 

 

‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who decided 

to settle his accounts with his servants. When the reckoning began, they 

brought him a man who owed ten thousand talents; but he had no means 

of paying, so his master gave orders that he should be sold, together with 

his wife and children and all his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the 

servant threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me time” he said 

“and I will pay the whole sum.” And the servant’s master felt so sorry for 

him that he let him go and cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went 

out, he happened to meet a fellow servant who owed him one hundred 

denarii; and he seized him by the throat and began to throttle him. “Pay 

what you owe me” he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet and implored 

him, saying, “Give me time and I will pay you.” But the other would not 

agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into prison till he should pay 

the debt. His fellow servants were deeply distressed when they saw what 

had happened, and they went to their master and reported the whole 

affair to him. Then the master sent for him. “You wicked servant,” he said 

“I cancelled all that debt of yours when you appealed to me. Were you 

not bound, then, to have pity on your fellow servant just as I had pity on 

you?” And in his anger the master handed him over to the torturers till 

he should pay all his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will deal 

with you unless you each forgive your brother from your heart.’ 

 
 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS  

Monday 14 September 2020 

 

 
First reading        Numbers 21:4-9 

A reading from the book of Numbers 

 

 

On the way through the wilderness the people lost patience. They spoke 

against God and against Moses, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt to die 

in this wilderness? For there is neither bread nor water here; we are sick 

of this unsatisfying food.’ 

 

At this God sent fiery serpents among the people; their bite brought 

death to many in Israel. The people came and said to Moses, ‘We have 

sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you. Intercede for us with 

the Lord to save us from these serpents.’ Moses interceded for the 

people, and the Lord answered him, ‘Make a fiery serpent and put it on a 

standard. If anyone is bitten and looks at it, he shall live.’ So Moses 

fashioned a bronze serpent which he put on a standard, and if anyone was 

bitten by a serpent, he looked at the bronze serpent and lived. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 

  



Or           

 

First reading          Philippians 2:6-11 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

 

 

His state was divine, 

yet Christ Jesus did not cling 

to his equality with God 

but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave 

and became as men are; 

and being as all men are, 

he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, 

death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

and gave him the name 

which is above all other names 

so that all beings 

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 

and that every tongue should acclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 77(78):1-2,34-38 

Never forget the deeds of the Lord. 

 

Give heed, my people, to my teaching; 

turn your ear to the words of my mouth. 

I will open my mouth in a parable 

and reveal hidden lessons of the past. 

 

When he slew them then they would seek him, 

return and seek him in earnest. 

They would remember that God was their rock, 

God the Most High their redeemer. 

 

But the words they spoke were mere flattery; 

they lied to him with their lips. 

For their hearts were not truly with him; 

they were not faithful to his covenant. 

 

Yet he who is full of compassion 

forgave them their sin and spared them. 

So often he held back his anger 

when he might have stirred up his rage. 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

We adore you, O Christ,  

and we bless you; 

because by your cross  

you have redeemed the world. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

  



Gospel         John 3:13-17 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: 

 

‘No one has gone up to heaven 

except the one who came down from heaven, 

the Son of Man who is in heaven; 

and the Son of Man must be lifted up 

as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, 

so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. 

Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost 

but may have eternal life. 

For God sent his Son into the world 

not to condemn the world, 

but so that through him the world might be saved.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 

  



Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows  

Tuesday 15 September 2020 
 

 
First reading        1 Corinthians 12:12-14,27-31 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit 

because all these parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as 

well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink. 

 

Nor is the body to be identified with any one of its many parts. Now you 

together are Christ’s body; but each of you is a different part of it. In the 

Church, God has given the first place to apostles, the second to prophets, 

the third to teachers; after them, miracles, and after them the gift of 

healing; helpers, good leaders, those with many languages. Are all of them 

apostles, or all of them prophets, or all of them teachers? Do they all 

have the gift of miracles, or all have the gift of healing? Do all speak 

strange languages, and all interpret them? Be ambitious for the higher 

gifts. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 99(100) 

We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 

 

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

Come before him, singing for joy. 

 

Know that he, the Lord, is God. 

He made us, we belong to him, 

we are his people, the sheep of his flock. 

 

Go within his gates, giving thanks. 

Enter his courts with songs of praise. 

Give thanks to him and bless his name. 

 

Indeed, how good is the Lord, 

eternal his merciful love. 

He is faithful from age to age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation    

 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy is the Virgin Mary, 

who, without dying, 

won the palm of martyrdom 

beneath the cross of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Gospel        John 19:25-27 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary 

the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. Seeing his mother and the 

disciple he loved standing near her, Jesus said to his mother, ‘Woman, 

this is your son.’ Then to the disciple he said, ‘This is your mother.’ And 

from that moment the disciple made a place for her in his home. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

 

Or 

 

 
 

 

Gospel        Luke 2:33-35 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 

 

As the father and mother of Jesus stood wondering at the things that 

were being said about him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 

mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of 

many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – and a sword will 

pierce your own soul too – so that the secret thoughts of many may be 

laid bare.’ 
 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 

Wednesday 16 September 2020 
 

 

First reading         1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

Be ambitious for the higher gifts. And I am going to show you a way that 

is better than any of them. 

 

If I have all the eloquence of men or of angels, but speak without love, I 

am simply a gong booming or a cymbal clashing. If I have the gift of 

prophecy, understanding all the mysteries there are, and knowing 

everything, and if I have faith in all its fullness, to move mountains, but 

without love, then I am nothing at all. If I give away all that I possess, piece 

by piece, and if I even let them take my body to burn it, but am without 

love, it will do me no good whatever. 

 

Love is always patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is never boastful 

or conceited; it is never rude or selfish; it does not take offence, and is 

not resentful. Love takes no pleasure in other people’s sins but delights in 

the truth; it is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope, and to endure 

whatever comes. 

 

Love does not come to an end. But if there are gifts of prophecy, the time 

will come when they must fail; or the gift of languages, it will not continue 

for ever; and knowledge – for this, too, the time will come when it must 

fail. For our knowledge is imperfect and our prophesying is imperfect; but 

once perfection comes, all imperfect things will disappear. When I was a 

child, I used to talk like a child, and think like a child, and argue like a 

child, but now I am a man, all childish ways are put behind me. Now we 

are seeing a dim reflection in a mirror; but then we shall be seeing face to 

face. The knowledge that I have now is imperfect; but then I shall know as 

fully as I am known. 

 

In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the 

greatest of these is love. 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 32(33):2-5,12,22 

Happy the people the Lord has chosen as his own. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 

with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. 

O sing him a song that is new, 

play loudly, with all your skill. 

 

For the word of the Lord is faithful 

and all his works to be trusted. 

The Lord loves justice and right 

and fills the earth with his love. 

 

They are happy, whose God is the Lord, 

the people he has chosen as his own. 

May your love be upon us, O Lord, 

as we place all our hope in you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     cf.1Th2:13 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Accept God’s message for what it really is: 

God’s message, and not some human thinking. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or        cf.Jn6:63,68 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life; 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

  



Gospel         Luke 7:31-35 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

Jesus said to the people: ‘What description can I find for the men of this 

generation? What are they like? They are like children shouting to one 

another while they sit in the market-place: 

 

‘“We played the pipes for you, 

and you wouldn’t dance; 

we sang dirges, 

and you wouldn’t cry.” 

 

‘For John the Baptist comes, not eating bread, not drinking wine, and you 

say, “He is possessed.” The Son of Man comes, eating and drinking, and 

you say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 

sinners.” Yet Wisdom has been proved right by all her children.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



Memorial of Saint Edith of Wilton 

Thursday 17 September 2020 
 

 

(READINGS FOR FERIA) 
First reading        1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

Brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, the 

gospel that you received and in which you are firmly established; because 

the gospel will save you only if you keep believing exactly what I preached 

to you – believing anything else will not lead to anything. 

 

Well then, in the first place, I taught you what I had been taught myself, 

namely that Christ died for our sins, in accordance with the scriptures; 

that he was buried; and that he was raised to life on the third day, in 

accordance with the scriptures; that he appeared first to Cephas and 

secondly to the Twelve. Next he appeared to more than five hundred of 

the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still alive, though some 

have died; then he appeared to James, and then to all the apostles; and 

last of all he appeared to me too; it was as though I was born when no 

one expected it. 

 

I am the least of the apostles; in fact, since I persecuted the Church of 

God, I hardly deserve the name apostle; but by God’s grace that is what I 

am, and the grace that he gave me has not been fruitless. On the 

contrary, I, or rather the grace of God that is with me, have worked 

harder than any of the others; but what matters is that I preach what they 

preach, and this is what you all believed. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 117(118):1-2,15-17,28 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 

for his love has no end. 

Let the sons of Israel say: 

‘His love has no end.’ 

 

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; 

his right hand raised me up. 

I shall not die, I shall live 

and recount his deeds. 

 

You are my God, I thank you. 

My God, I praise you. 

I will thank you for you have given answer 

and you are my saviour. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     2Co5:19 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, 

and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or        Mt11:28 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, 

and I will give you rest, says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 7:36-50 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

One of the Pharisees invited Jesus to a meal. When he arrived at the 

Pharisee’s house and took his place at table, a woman came in, who had a 

bad name in the town. She had heard he was dining with the Pharisee and 

had brought with her an alabaster jar of ointment. She waited behind him 

at his feet, weeping, and her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them 

away with her hair; then she covered his feet with kisses and anointed 

them with the ointment. 

     

When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If 

this man were a prophet, he would know who this woman is that is 

touching him and what a bad name she has.’ Then Jesus took him up and 

said, ‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ ‘Speak, Master’ was the 

reply. ‘There was once a creditor who had two men in his debt; one 

owed him five hundred denarii, the other fifty. They were unable to pay, 

so he pardoned them both. Which of them will love him more?’ ‘The one 

who was pardoned more, I suppose’ answered Simon. Jesus said, ‘You are 

right.’ 

     

Then he turned to the woman. ‘Simon,’ he said ‘you see this woman? I 

came into your house, and you poured no water over my feet, but she 

has poured out her tears over my feet and wiped them away with her 

hair. You gave me no kiss, but she has been covering my feet with kisses 

ever since I came in. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has 

anointed my feet with ointment. For this reason I tell you that her sins, 

her many sins, must have been forgiven her, or she would not have 

shown such great love. It is the man who is forgiven little who shows little 

love.’ Then he said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ Those who were with 

him at table began to say to themselves, ‘Who is this man, that he even 

forgives sins?’ But he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in 

peace.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

                                                                                         
   (READINGS FOR SAINT GIVEN BELOW) 



(READINGS FOR SAINT) 
First reading        Isaiah 61:9-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

Their race will be famous throughout the nations, their descendants 

throughout the peoples.  All who see them will admit that they are a race 

whom the Lord has blessed. 

 

I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in my God, for he has clothed 

me in the garments of salvation, he has wrapped me in the cloak of 

integrity, like a bridegroom wearing his wreath, like a bride adorned in 

her jewels.  For as the earth makes fresh things grow, as a garden makes 

seeds spring up, so will the Lord make both integrity and praise spring up 

in the sight of nations. 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 44:11-12,14-17 

Listen O Daughter, give ear to my words 

 

Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words: 

forget your own people and your father's house. 

So will the king desire your beauty: 

He is your lord, pay homage to him. 

 

The daughter of the king is clothed with splendour, 

her robes embroidered with pearls set in gold. 

She is led to the king with her maiden companions. 

 

They are escorted amid gladness and joy; 

they pass within the palace of the king. 

Sons shall be yours in place of your fathers: 

you will make them rulers over all the earth. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     Gal6:14 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The only thing I can boast about  

is the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom the world is crucified to me, 

and I to the world. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 10:38-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

Jesus came to a village, and a woman named Martha welcomed him into 

her house.  She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and 

listened to him speaking.  Now Martha, who was distracted with all the 

serving, said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister is leaving me to do the 

serving all by myself? Please tell her to help me.’ But the Lord answered, 

‘Martha, Martha’ he said, ‘you worry and fret about so many things, and 

yet few are needed, indeed only one.  It is Mary who has chosen the 

better part; it is not to be taken from her’. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 24 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Friday 18 September 2020 

 
First reading         1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 

 

If Christ raised from the dead is what has been preached, how can some of 

you be saying that there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no 

resurrection of the dead, Christ himself cannot have been raised, and if Christ 

has not been raised then our preaching is useless and your believing it is 

useless; indeed, we are shown up as witnesses who have committed perjury 

before God, because we swore in evidence before God that he had raised 

Christ to life. For if the dead are not raised, Christ has not been raised, and if 

Christ has not been raised, you are still in your sins. And what is more serious, 

all who have died in Christ have perished. If our hope in Christ has been for 

this life only, we are the most unfortunate of all people. 

     

But Christ has in fact been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have 

fallen asleep. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 16(17):1,6-8,15 

I shall be filled, when I awake,  

with the sight of your glory, O Lord. 

 

Lord, hear a cause that is just, 

pay heed to my cry. 

Turn your ear to my prayer: 

no deceit is on my lips. 

 

I am here and I call, you will hear me, O God. 

Turn your ear to me; hear my words. 

Display your great love, you whose right hand saves 

your friends from those who rebel against them. 

 

Guard me as the apple of your eye. 

Hide me in the shadow of your wings 

As for me, in my justice I shall see your face 

and be filled, when I awake, with the sight of your glory. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation    Ps94:8 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Harden not your hearts today, 

but listen to the voice of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
 

 
Or       Mt11:25 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father,  

Lord of heaven and earth, 

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 

to mere children. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Luke 8:1-3 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

Jesus made his way through towns and villages preaching, and proclaiming 

the Good News of the kingdom of God. With him went the Twelve, as 

well as certain women who had been cured of evil spirits and ailments: 

Mary surnamed the Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 

Joanna the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, Susanna, and several others 

who provided for them out of their own resources. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



SATURDAY OF WEEK 24 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Saturday 19 September 2020 

 
 

First reading              1 Corinthians 15:35-37,42-49 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

Someone may ask, ‘How are dead people raised, and what sort of body 

do they have when they come back?’ They are stupid questions. 

Whatever you sow in the ground has to die before it is given new life and 

the thing that you sow is not what is going to come; you sow a bare grain, 

say of wheat or something like that. It is the same with the resurrection 

of the dead: the thing that is sown is perishable but what is raised is 

imperishable; the thing that is sown is contemptible but what is raised is 

glorious; the thing that is sown is weak but what is raised is powerful; 

when it is sown it embodies the soul, when it is raised it embodies the 

spirit. 

 

If the soul has its own embodiment, so does the spirit have its own 

embodiment. The first man, Adam, as scripture says, became a living soul; 

but the last Adam has become a life-giving spirit. That is, first the one with 

the soul, not the spirit, and after that, the one with the spirit. The first 

man, being from the earth, is earthly by nature; the second man is from 

heaven. As this earthly man was, so are we on earth; and as the heavenly 

man is, so are we in heaven. And we, who have been modelled on the 

earthly man, will be modelled on the heavenly man. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 55(56):10-14 

I shall walk in the presence of God in the light of the living. 

 

My foes will be put to flight 

on the day that I call to you. 

This I know, that God is on my side. 

 

In God, whose word I praise, 

in the Lord whose word I praise, 

in God I trust; I shall not fear; 

what can mortal man do to me? 

 

I am bound by the vows I have made you. 

O God, I will offer you praise 

for you have rescued my soul from death, 

you kept my feet from stumbling 

that I may walk in the presence of God 

and enjoy the light of the living. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation    Ps118:18 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open my eyes, O Lord, that I may consider 

the wonders of your law. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
Or:       cf.Lk8:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are those who,  

with a noble and generous heart, 

take the word of God to themselves 

and yield a harvest through their perseverance. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 8:4-15 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

With a large crowd gathering and people from every town finding their 

way to him, Jesus used this parable: 

 

‘A sower went out to sow his seed. As he sowed, some fell on the edge 

of the path and was trampled on; and the birds of the air ate it up. Some 

seed fell on rock, and when it came up it withered away, having no 

moisture. Some seed fell amongst thorns and the thorns grew with it and 

choked it. And some seed fell into rich soil and grew and produced its 

crop a hundredfold.’ Saying this he cried, ‘Listen, anyone who has ears to 

hear!’ 

 

His disciples asked him what this parable might mean, and he said, ‘The 

mysteries of the kingdom of God are revealed to you; for the rest there 

are only parables, so that 

they may see but not perceive, 

listen but not understand. 

 

‘This, then, is what the parable means: the seed is the word of God. 

Those on the edge of the path are people who have heard it, and then the 

devil comes and carries away the word from their hearts in case they 

should believe and be saved. Those on the rock are people who, when 

they first hear it, welcome the word with joy. But these have no root; 

they believe for a while, and in time of trial they give up. As for the part 

that fell into thorns, this is people who have heard, but as they go on 

their way they are choked by the worries and riches and pleasures of life 

and do not reach maturity. As for the part in the rich soil, this is people 

with a noble and generous heart who have heard the word and take it to 

themselves and yield a harvest through their perseverance.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 


