
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 
 

First reading                                             Isaiah 55:6-9 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, 

call to him while he is still near. 

Let the wicked man abandon his way, 

the evil man his thoughts. 

Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him, 

to our God who is rich in forgiving; 

for my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

my ways not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks. 

Yes, the heavens are as high above earth 

as my ways are above your ways, 

my thoughts above your thoughts. 

 

 
 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 144(145):2-3,8-9,17-18 

The Lord is close to all who call him. 

 

I will bless you day after day 

and praise your name for ever. 

The Lord is great, highly to be praised, 

his greatness cannot be measured. 

 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 

slow to anger, abounding in love. 

How good is the Lord to all, 

compassionate to all his creatures. 

 

The Lord is just in all his ways 

and loving in all his deeds. 

He is close to all who call him, 

who call on him from their hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading        Philippians 1:20-24,27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

 

 

Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by my life or by my death. 

Life to me, of course, is Christ, but then death would bring me something 

more; but then again, if living in this body means doing work which is 

having good results – I do not know what I should choose. I am caught in 

this dilemma: I want to be gone and be with Christ, which would be very 

much the better, but for me to stay alive in this body is a more urgent 

need for your sake. 

     

Avoid anything in your everyday lives that would be unworthy of the 

gospel of Christ. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      cf.Lk19:38,2:14 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessings on the King who comes, 

in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven 

and glory in the highest heavens! 

Alleluia! 

 
Or:         cf.Ac16:14 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open our heart, O Lord, 

to accept the words of your Son. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 



Gospel          Matthew 20:1-16 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 

going out at daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He made an 

agreement with the workers for one denarius a day, and sent them to his 

vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he saw others standing idle in 

the market place and said to them, “You go to my vineyard too and I will 

give you a fair wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour and again at 

about the ninth hour, he went out and did the same. Then at about the 

eleventh hour he went out and found more men standing round, and he 

said to them, “Why have you been standing here idle all day?” “Because 

no one has hired us” they answered. He said to them, “You go into my 

vineyard too.” In the evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, 

“Call the workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last arrivals 

and ending with the first.” So those who were hired at about the eleventh 

hour came forward and received one denarius each. When the first came, 

they expected to get more, but they too received one denarius each. 

They took it, but grumbled at the landowner. “The men who came last” 

they said “have done only one hour, and you have treated them the same 

as us, though we have done a heavy day’s work in all the heat.” He 

answered one of them and said, “My friend, I am not being unjust to you; 

did we not agree on one denarius? Take your earnings and go. I choose 

to pay the last comer as much as I pay you. Have I no right to do what I 

like with my own? Why be envious because I am generous?” Thus the last 

will be first, and the first, last.’ 

 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



FEAST  OF SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST   

Monday 21 September 2020 

 
First reading         Ephesians 4:1-7,11-13 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

 

I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you to lead a life worthy of your 

vocation. Bear with one another charitably, in complete selflessness, 

gentleness and patience. Do all you can to preserve the unity of the Spirit 

by the peace that binds you together. There is one Body, one Spirit, just 

as you were all called into one and the same hope when you were called. 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God who is Father of 

all, over all, through all and within all. 

     

Each one of us, however, has been given his own share of grace, given as 

Christ allotted it. To some, his gift was that they should be apostles; to 

some, prophets; to some, evangelists; to some, pastors and teachers; so 

that the saints together make a unity in the work of service, building up 

the body of Christ. In this way we are all to come to unity in our faith and 

in our knowledge of the Son of God, until we become the perfect Man, 

fully mature with the fullness of Christ himself. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 18(19):2-5 

Their word goes forth through all the earth. 

 

The heavens proclaim the glory of God, 

and the firmament shows forth the work of his hands. 

Day unto day takes up the story 

and night unto night makes known the message. 

 

No speech, no word, no voice is heard 

yet their span extends through all the earth, 

their words to the utmost bounds of the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

We praise you, O God, 

we acknowledge you to be the Lord. 

The glorious company of the apostles  

praise you, O Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         Matthew 9:9-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

 

As Jesus was walking on, he saw a man named Matthew sitting by the 

customs house, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and 

followed him. 

 

While he was at dinner in the house it happened that a number of tax 

collectors and sinners came to sit at the table with Jesus and his disciples. 

When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your 

master eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ When he heard this he 

replied, ‘It is not the healthy who need the doctor, but the sick. Go and 

learn the meaning of the words: What I want is mercy, not sacrifice. And 

indeed I did not come to call the virtuous, but sinners.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



TUESDAY OF WEEK 25 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Tuesday 22 September 2020 
 

 
First reading        Proverbs 21:1-6,10-13 
A reading from the book of Proverbs 

 

Like flowing water is the heart of the king in the hand of the Lord, 

who turns it where he pleases. 

 

A man’s conduct may strike him as upright, 

the Lord, however, weighs the heart. 

 

To act virtuously and with justice 

is more pleasing to the Lord than sacrifice. 

 

Haughty eye, proud heart, 

lamp of the wicked, nothing but sin. 

 

The hardworking man is thoughtful, and all is gain; 

too much haste, and all that comes of it is want. 

 

To make a fortune with the help of a lying tongue, 

such the idle fantasy of those who look for death. 

 

The wicked man’s soul is intent on evil, 

he looks on his neighbour with dislike. 

 

When a mocker is punished, the ignorant man grows wiser, 

when a wise man is instructed he acquires more knowledge. 

 

The Just One watches the house of the wicked: 

he hurls the wicked to destruction. 

 

He who shuts his ear to the poor man’s cry 

shall himself plead and not be heard. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 118(119):1,27,30,34-35,44 

Guide me, Lord, in the path of your commands. 

 

They are happy whose life is blameless, 

who follow God’s law! 

Make me grasp the way of your precepts 

and I will muse on your wonders. 

 

I have chosen the way of truth 

with your decrees before me. 

Train me to observe your law, 

to keep it with my heart. 

 

Guide me in the path of your commands; 

for there is my delight. 

I shall always keep your law 

for ever and ever. 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     cf.Ps129:5 

 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

My soul is waiting for the Lord, 

I count on his word. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

Or:        Lk11:28 

 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy are those  

who hear the word of God 

and keep it. 

Alleluia! 
 



 

Gospel         Luke 8:19-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

The mother and the brothers of Jesus came looking for him, but they 

could not get to him because of the crowd. He was told, ‘Your mother 

and brothers are standing outside and want to see you.’ But he said in 

answer, ‘My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of 

God and put it into practice.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest   

Wednesday 23 September 2020 
 

 

First reading         Proverbs 30:5-9 

A reading from the book of Proverbs 

 

 

Every word of God is unalloyed, 

he is the shield of those who take refuge in him. 

To his words make no addition, 

lest he reprove you and know you for a fraud. 

 

Two things I beg of you, 

do not grudge me them before I die: 

keep falsehood and lies far from me, 

give me neither poverty nor riches, 

grant me only my share of bread to eat, 

for fear that surrounded by plenty, I should fall away 

and say, ‘the Lord – who is the Lord?’ 

or else, in destitution, take to stealing 

and profane the name of my God. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 118(119):28,72,89,101,104,163 

Your word is a lamp for my steps, O Lord. 

 

My soul pines away with grief; 

by your word raise me up. 

The law from your mouth means more to me 

than silver and gold. 

 

Your word, O Lord, for ever 

stands firm in the heavens: 

I turn my feet from evil paths 

to obey your word. 

 

I gain understanding from your precepts 

and so I hate false ways. 

Lies I hate and detest 

but your law is my love. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     cf.Col3:16a,17 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, 

find a home with you; 

through him give thanks to God the Father. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Or        Mk1:15 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The kingdom of God is close at hand: 

repent and believe the Good News. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

  



Gospel         Luke 9:1-6 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

Jesus called the Twelve together and gave them power and authority over 

all devils and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the 

kingdom of God and to heal. He said to them, ‘Take nothing for the 

journey: neither staff, nor haversack, nor bread, nor money; and let none 

of you take a spare tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay there; and 

when you leave, let it be from there. As for those who do not welcome 

you, when you leave their town shake the dust from your feet as a sign to 

them.’ So they set out and went from village to village proclaiming the 

Good News and healing everywhere. 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



Memorial of Our Lady of Walsingham 

Thursday 24 September 2020 
 

 
First reading            Ecclesiastes 1:2-11 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes 

 

Vanity of vanities, the Preacher says. Vanity of vanities. All is vanity! For all 

his toil, his toil under the sun, what does man gain by it? 

 

A generation goes, a generation comes, yet the earth stands firm for ever. 

The sun rises, the sun sets; then to its place it speeds and there it rises. 

Southward goes the wind, then turns to the north; it turns and turns 

again; back then to its circling goes the wind. Into the sea all the rivers go, 

and yet the sea is never filled, and still to their goal the rivers go. All 

things are wearisome. No man can say that eyes have not had enough of 

seeing, ears their fill of hearing. What was will be again; what has been 

done will be done again; and there is nothing new under the sun. Take 

anything of which it may be said, ‘Look now, this is new.’ Already, long 

before our time, it existed. Only no memory remains of earlier times, just 

as in times to come next year itself will not be remembered. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 89(90):3-6,12-14,17 

O Lord, you have been our refuge  

from one generation to the next. 

 

You turn men back to dust 

and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 

To your eyes a thousand years 

are like yesterday, come and gone, 

no more than a watch in the night. 

 

You sweep men away like a dream, 

like the grass which springs up in the morning. 

In the morning it springs up and flowers: 

by evening it withers and fades. 

 

Make us know the shortness of our life 

that we may gain wisdom of heart. 

Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 

Show pity to your servants. 

 

In the morning, fill us with your love; 

we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 

Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 

give success to the work of our hands. 

 
Gospel Acclamation     Ps118:18 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open my eyes, O Lord, that I may consider 

the wonders of your law. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or:        Jn14:6 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the Lord; 

No one can come to the Father except through me. 

Alleluia! 
  



Gospel         Luke 9:7-9 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

Herod the tetrarch had heard about all that was being done by Jesus; and 

he was puzzled, because some people were saying that John had risen 

from the dead, others that Elijah had reappeared, still others that one of 

the ancient prophets had come back to life. But Herod said, ‘John? I 

beheaded him. So who is this I hear such reports about?’ And he was 

anxious to see Jesus. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 25 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Friday 25 September 2020 

 
First reading         Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes 

 

 

There is a season for everything, a time for every occupation under 

heaven: 

 

A time for giving birth, 

    a time for dying; 

    a time for planting, 

    a time for uprooting what has been planted. 

 

A time for killing, 

    a time for healing; 

    a time for knocking down, 

    a time for building. 

 

A time for tears, 

    a time for laughter; 

    a time for mourning, 

    a time for dancing. 

 

A time for throwing stones away, 

    a time for gathering them up; 

    a time for embracing, 

    a time to refrain from embracing. 

 

A time for searching, 

    a time for losing; 

    a time for keeping, 

    a time for throwing away. 

 

A time for tearing, 

    a time for sewing; 

    a time for keeping silent, 

    a time for speaking. 

 



A time for loving, 

    a time for hating; 

    a time for war, 

    a time for peace. 

 

What does a man gain for the efforts that he makes? I contemplate the 

task that God gives mankind to labour at. All that he does is apt for its 

time; but though he has permitted man to consider time in its wholeness, 

man cannot comprehend the work of God from beginning to end. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 143(144):1-4 

Blessed be the Lord, my rock. 

 

Blessed be the Lord, my rock. 

He is my love, my fortress; 

he is my stronghold, my saviour 

my shield, my place of refuge. 

 

Lord, what is man that you care for him, 

mortal man, that you keep him in mind; 

man, who is merely a breath 

whose life fades like a passing shadow? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     cf.Ep1:17,18 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

enlighten the eyes of our mind, 

so that we can see what hope his call holds for us. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or        Mk10:45 
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Son of Man came to serve 

and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

  



Gospel         Luke 9:18-22 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

One day when Jesus was praying alone in the presence of his disciples he 

put this question to them, ‘Who do the crowds say I am?’ And they 

answered, ‘John the Baptist; others Elijah; and others say one of the 

ancient prophets come back to life.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I 

am?’ It was Peter who spoke up. ‘The Christ of God’ he said. But he gave 

them strict orders not to tell anyone anything about this. 

     

‘The Son of Man’ he said ‘is destined to suffer grievously, to be rejected 

by the elders and chief priests and scribes and to be put to death, and to 

be raised up on the third day.’ 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



SATURDAY OF WEEK 25 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Saturday 26 September 2020 

 
 

First reading         Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes 
 

Rejoice in your youth, you who are young; 

let your heart give you joy in your young days. 

Follow the promptings of your heart 

and the desires of your eyes. 

 

But this you must know: for all these things God will bring you to 

judgement. 

 

Cast worry from your heart, 

shield your flesh from pain. 

 

Yet youth, the age of dark hair, is vanity. And remember your creator in 

the days of your youth, before evil days come and the years approach 

when you say, ‘These give me no pleasure’, before sun and light and moon 

and stars grow dark, and the clouds return after the rain; 

 

the day when those who keep the house tremble 

and strong men are bowed; 

when the women grind no longer at the mill, 

because day is darkening at the windows 

and the street doors are shut; 

when the sound of the mill is faint, 

when the voice of the bird is silenced, 

and song notes are stilled, 

when to go uphill is an ordeal 

and a walk is something to dread. 

 

Yet the almond tree is in flower, 

the grasshopper is heavy with food 

and the caper bush bears its fruit, 

 

while man goes to his everlasting home. And the mourners are already 

walking to and fro in the street 



 

before the silver cord has snapped, 

or the golden lamp been broken, 

or the pitcher shattered at the spring, 

or the pulley cracked at the well, 

 

or before the dust returns to the earth as it once came from it, and the 

breath to God who gave it. 

     

Vanity of vanities, the Preacher says. All is vanity. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 89(90):3-6,12-14,17 

O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 

 

You turn men back to dust 

and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 

To your eyes a thousand years 

are like yesterday, come and gone, 

no more than a watch in the night. 

 

You sweep men away like a dream, 

like the grass which springs up in the morning. 

In the morning it springs up and flowers: 

by evening it withers and fades. 

 

Make us know the shortness of our life 

that we may gain wisdom of heart. 

Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 

Show pity to your servants. 

 

In the morning, fill us with your love; 

we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 

Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 

give success to the work of our hands. 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation    cf.Ac16:14 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open our heart, O Lord, 

to accept the words of your Son. 

Alleluia! 

 
Or       cf.2Tim1:10 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ abolished death 

and he has proclaimed life through the Good News. 

Alleluia! 

 

 



Gospel         Luke 9:43-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

At a time when everyone was full of admiration for all he did, Jesus said 

to his disciples, ‘For your part, you must have these words constantly in 

your mind: “The Son of Man is going to be handed over into the power of 

men.”’ But they did not understand him when he said this; it was hidden 

from them so that they should not see the meaning of it, and they were 

afraid to ask him about what he had just said. 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 


