
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 
 

First reading                                             Ezekiel 18:25-28 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

 

 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘You object, 

“What the Lord does is unjust.” Listen, you House of Israel: is what I do 

unjust? Is it not what you do that is unjust? When the upright man 

renounces his integrity to commit sin and dies because of this, he dies 

because of the evil that he himself has committed. When the sinner 

renounces sin to become law-abiding and honest, he deserves to live. He 

has chosen to renounce all his previous sins; he shall certainly live; he 

shall not die.’ 

 

 
 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 24(25):4-9 

Remember your mercy, Lord. 

 

Lord, make me know your ways. 

Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour. 

 

Remember your mercy, Lord, 

and the love you have shown from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth. 

In your love remember me, 

because of your goodness, O Lord. 

 

The Lord is good and upright. 

He shows the path to those who stray, 

He guides the humble in the right path, 

He teaches his way to the poor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading       Philippians 2:1-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can persuade at all, or the 

Spirit that we have in common, or any tenderness and sympathy, then be 

united in your convictions and united in your love, with a common purpose 

and a common mind. That is the one thing which would make me 

completely happy. There must be no competition among you, no conceit; 

but everybody is to be self-effacing. Always consider the other person to 

be better than yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own interests first but 

everybody thinks of other people’s interests instead. In your minds you 

must be the same as Christ Jesus: 

His state was divine, 

yet he did not cling 

to his equality with God 

but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave, 

and became as men are; 

and being as all men are, 

he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, 

death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

and gave him the name 

which is above all other names 

so that all beings in the heavens, 

on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 

and that every tongue should acclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

Or 



Philippians 2:1-5 

 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

 

 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can persuade at all, or the 

Spirit that we have in common, or any tenderness and sympathy, then be 

united in your convictions and united in your love, with a common purpose 

and a common mind. That is the one thing which would make me 

completely happy. There must be no competition among you, no conceit; 

but everybody is to be self-effacing. Always consider the other person to 

be better than yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own interests first but 

everybody thinks of other people’s interests instead. In your minds you 

must be the same as Christ Jesus. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation      Jn14:23 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him,  

and we shall come to him. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or:         Jn10:27 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice,  

says the Lord,  

I know them and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Gospel          Matthew 21:28-32 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people, ‘What is your 

opinion? A man had two sons. He went and said to the first, “My boy, you 

go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not go,” but 

afterwards thought better of it and went. The man then went and said the 

same thing to the second who answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not go. 

Which of the two did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ they said. Jesus said to 

them, ‘I tell you solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes are making their 

way into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you, a 

pattern of true righteousness, but you did not believe him, and yet the tax 

collectors and prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, you refused to think 

better of it and believe in him.’ 

 

 
 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



MONDAY OF WEEK 26 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Monday 28 September 2020 

 
 

First reading          Job 1:6-22 

A reading from the book of Job 

 

One day the Sons of God came to attend on the Lord, and among them 

was Satan. So the Lord said to Satan, ‘Where have you been?’ ‘Round the 

earth,’ he answered ‘roaming about.’ So the Lord asked him, ‘Did you 

notice my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth: a sound and 

honest man who fears God and shuns evil.’ ‘Yes,’ Satan said ‘but Job is not 

God-fearing for nothing, is he? Have you not put a wall round him and his 

house and all his domain? You have blessed all he undertakes, and his 

flocks throng the countryside. But stretch out your hand and lay a finger 

on his possessions: I warrant you, he will curse you to your face.’ ‘Very 

well,’ the Lord said to Satan ‘all he has is in your power. But keep your 

hands off his person.’ So Satan left the presence of the Lord. 

     

On the day when Job’s sons and daughters were at their meal and 

drinking wine at their eldest brother’s house, a messenger came to Job. 

‘Your oxen’ he said ‘were at the plough, with the donkeys grazing at their 

side, when the Sabaeans swept down on them and carried them off. Your 

servants they put to the sword: I alone escaped to tell you.’ He had not 

finished speaking when another messenger arrived. ‘The fire of God’ he 

said ‘has fallen from the heavens and burnt up all your sheep, and your 

shepherds too: I alone escaped to tell you.’ He had not finished speaking 

when another messenger arrived. ‘The Chaldaeans,’ he said ‘three bands 

of them, have raided your camels and made off with them. Your servants 

they put to the sword: I alone escaped to tell you.’ He had not finished 

speaking when another messenger arrived. ‘Your sons and daughters’ he 

said ‘were at their meal and drinking wine at their eldest brother’s house, 

when suddenly from the wilderness a gale sprang up, and it battered all 

four corners of the house which fell in on the young people. They are 

dead: I alone escaped to tell you.’ 

     

 

Job rose and tore his gown and shaved his head. Then falling to the 

ground he worshipped and said: 

 



‘Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 

naked I shall return. 

The Lord gave, the Lord has taken back. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord!’ 

 

In all this misfortune Job committed no sin nor offered any insult to God. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 16(17):1-3,6-7 

Turn your ear to me, O Lord; hear my words. 

 

Lord, hear a cause that is just, 

pay heed to my cry. 

Turn your ear to my prayer: 

no deceit is on my lips. 

 

From you may my judgement come forth. 

Your eyes discern the truth. 

You search my heart, you visit me by night. 

You test me and you find in me no wrong. 

 

I am here and I call, you will hear me, O God. 

Turn your ear to me; hear my words. 

Display your great love, you whose right hand saves 

your friends from those who rebel against them. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation         Jn14:6 

                                              
Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the Lord; 

No one can come to the Father except through me. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or:         Mk10:45 

 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Son of Man came to serve 

and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

  



Gospel         Luke 9:46-50 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

An argument started between the disciples about which of them was the 

greatest. Jesus knew what thoughts were going through their minds, and 

he took a little child and set him by his side and then said to them, 

‘Anyone who welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and 

anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For the least 

among you all, that is the one who is great.’ 

     

John spoke up. ‘Master,’ he said ‘we saw a man casting out devils in your 

name, and because he is not with us we tried to stop him.’ But Jesus said 

to him, ‘You must not stop him: anyone who is not against you is for you.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 

  



FEAST OF SAINTS MICHAEL, GABRIEL AND RAPHAEL, 

ARCHANGELS 

Tuesday 29 September 2020 
 

First reading        Daniel 7:9-10,13-14 
A reading from the prophet Daniel 
 

 

As I watched: 

 

Thrones were set in place 

and one of great age took his seat. 

His robe was white as snow, 

the hair of his head as pure as wool. 

His throne was a blaze of flames, 

its wheels were a burning fire. 

A stream of fire poured out, 

issuing from his presence. 

A thousand thousand waited on him, 

ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. 

A court was held 

and the books were opened. 

 

I gazed into the visions of the night. 

 

And I saw, coming on the clouds of heaven, 

one like a son of man. 

He came to the one of great age 

and was led into his presence. 

On him was conferred sovereignty, 

glory and kingship, 

and men of all peoples, nations and languages became his servants. 

His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty 

which shall never pass away, 

nor will his empire ever be destroyed. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

       

Or 



          Apocalypse 12:7-12 
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 

 

 

Now war broke out in heaven, when Michael with his angels attacked the 

dragon. The dragon fought back with his angels, but they were defeated 

and driven out of heaven. The great dragon, the primeval serpent, known 

as the devil or Satan, who had deceived all the world, was hurled down to 

the earth and his angels were hurled down with him. Then I heard a voice 

shout from heaven, ‘Victory and power and empire for ever have been 

won by our God, and all authority for his Christ, now that the 

persecutor, who accused our brothers day and night before our God, has 

been brought down. They have triumphed over him by the blood of the 

Lamb and by the witness of their martyrdom, because even in the face of 

death they would not cling to life. Let the heavens rejoice and all who live 

there.’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 137(138):1-5 

In the presence of the angels I will bless you, O Lord. 

 

I thank you, Lord, with all my heart: 

you have heard the words of my mouth. 

In the presence of the angels I will bless you. 

I will adore before your holy temple. 

 

I thank you for your faithfulness and love, 

which excel all we ever knew of you. 

On the day I called, you answered; 

you increased the strength of my soul. 

 

All earth’s kings shall thank you 

when they hear the words of your mouth. 

They shall sing of the Lord’s ways: 

‘How great is the glory of the Lord!’ 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      Ps102:21 
    

 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Give thanks to the Lord, all his hosts, 

his servants who do his will. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Gospel        John 1:47-51 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming he said of him, ‘There is an Israelite 

who deserves the name, incapable of deceit.’ ‘How do you know me?’ 

said Nathanael. ‘Before Philip came to call you,’ said Jesus ‘I saw you 

under the fig tree.’ Nathanael answered, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God, 

you are the King of Israel.’ Jesus replied, ‘You believe that just because I 

said: I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.’ 

And then he added ‘I tell you most solemnly, you will see heaven laid 

open and, above the Son of Man, the angels of God ascending and 

descending.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Memorial of Saint Jerome, Priest, Doctor of the Church 

Wednesday 30 September 2020 
 

 

First reading         Job 9:1-13,14-16 

A reading from the book of Job 

 

Job spoke to his friends: 

Indeed, I know it is as you say: 

how can man be in the right against God? 

If any were so rash as to challenge him for reasons, 

one in a thousand would be more than they could answer. 

His heart is wise, and his strength is great: 

who then can successfully defy him? 

He moves the mountains, though they do not know it; 

he throws them down when he is angry. 

He shakes the earth, and moves it from its place, 

making all its pillars tremble. 

The sun, at his command, forbears to rise, 

and on the stars he sets a seal. 

He and no other stretched out the skies, 

and trampled the Sea’s tall waves. 

The Bear, Orion too, are of his making, 

the Pleiades and the Mansions of the South. 

His works are great, beyond all reckoning, 

his marvels, past all counting. 

Were he to pass me, I should not see him, 

nor detect his stealthy movement. 

Were he to snatch a prize, who could prevent him, 

or dare to say, ‘What are you doing?’ 

How dare I plead my cause, then, 

or choose arguments against him? 

Suppose I am in the right, what use is my defence? 

For he whom I must sue is judge as well. 

If he deigned to answer my citation, 

could I be sure that he would listen to my voice? 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 87(88):10-15 

Let my prayer come into your presence, O Lord. 

 

I call to you, Lord, all the day long; 

to you I stretch out my hands. 

Will you work your wonders for the dead? 

Will the shades stand and praise you? 

 

Will your love be told in the grave 

or your faithfulness among the dead? 

Will your wonders be known in the dark 

or your justice in the land of oblivion? 

 

As for me, Lord, I call to you for help: 

in the morning my prayer comes before you. 

Lord, why do you reject me? 

Why do you hide your face? 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     Ps118:105 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your word is a lamp for my steps 

and a light for my path. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or        Ph3:8-9 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I have accepted the loss of everything 

and I look on everything as so much rubbish  

if only I can have Christ 

and be given a place in him. 

Alleluia! 

 

  



Gospel         Luke 9:57-62 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

As Jesus and his disciples travelled along they met a man on the road who 

said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ Jesus answered, ‘Foxes 

have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 

nowhere to lay his head.’ 

 

Another to whom he said, ‘Follow me’, replied, ‘Let me go and bury my 

father first.’ But he answered, ‘Leave the dead to bury their dead; your 

duty is to go and spread the news of the kingdom of God.’ 

Another said, ‘I will follow you, sir, but first let me go and say goodbye to 

my people at home.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Once the hand is laid on the 

plough, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



Memorial of Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin, 

Doctor of the Church 

Thursday 1 October 2020 
 

 
First reading        Job 19:21-27 

A reading from the book of Job 

 

Job said: 

 

Pity me, pity me, you, my friends, 

for the hand of God has struck me. 

Why do you hound me down like God, 

will you never have enough of my flesh? 

Ah, would that these words of mine were written down, 

inscribed on some monument 

with iron chisel and engraving tool, 

cut into the rock for ever. 

This I know: that my Avenger lives, 

and he, the Last, will take his stand on earth. 

After my awaking, he will set me close to him, 

and from my flesh I shall look on God. 

He whom I shall see will take my part: 

these eyes will gaze on him and find him not aloof. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 26(27):7-9,13-14 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness  

in the land of the living. 

 

O Lord, hear my voice when I call; 

have mercy and answer. 

Of you my heart has spoken: 

‘Seek his face.’ 

 

It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; 

hide not your face. 

Dismiss not your servant in anger; 

you have been my help. 

 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 

in the land of the living. 

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 

Hope in the Lord! 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     Mt4:4 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Man does not live on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or        Mk1:15 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The kingdom of God is close at hand: 

repent and believe the Good News. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 10:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

The Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out ahead of him, 

in pairs, to all the towns and places he himself was to visit. He said to 

them, ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of 

the harvest to send labourers to his harvest. Start off now, but 

remember, I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Carry no 

purse, no haversack, no sandals. Salute no one on the road. Whatever 

house you go into, let your first words be, “Peace to this house!” And if a 

man of peace lives there, your peace will go and rest on him; if not, it will 

come back to you. Stay in the same house, taking what food and drink 

they have to offer, for the labourer deserves his wages; do not move 

from house to house. Whenever you go into a town where they make 

you welcome, eat what is set before you. Cure those in it who are sick, 

and say, “The kingdom of God is very near to you.” But whenever you 

enter a town and they do not make you welcome, go out into its streets 

and say, “We wipe off the very dust of your town that clings to our feet, 

and leave it with you. Yet be sure of this: the kingdom of God is very 

near.” I tell you, on that day it will not go as hard with Sodom as with 

that town.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

                                                                                         
 

 

  



Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels 

Friday 2 October 2020 

 
First reading         Job 38:1,12-21,40:3-5 

A reading from the book of Job 
 

From the heart of the tempest the Lord gave Job his answer. He said: 

 

Have you ever in your life given orders to the morning 

or sent the dawn to its post, 

telling it to grasp the earth by its edges 

and shake the wicked out of it, 

when it changes the earth to sealing clay 

and dyes it as a man dyes clothes; 

stealing the light from wicked men 

and breaking the arm raised to strike? 

Have you journeyed all the way to the sources of the sea, 

or walked where the Abyss is deepest? 

Have you been shown the gates of Death 

or met the janitors of Shadowland? 

Have you an inkling of the extent of the earth? 

Tell me all about it if you have! 

Which is the way to the home of the light, 

and where does darkness live? 

You could then show them the way to their proper places, 

or put them on the path to where they live! 

If you know all this, you must have been born with them, 

you must be very old by now! 

 

Job replied to the Lord: 

 

My words have been frivolous: what can I reply? 

I had better lay my finger on my lips. 

I have spoken once... I will not speak again; 

more than once... I will add nothing. 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 138(139):1-3,7-10,13-14 

Lead me, O Lord, in the path of life eternal. 

 

O Lord, you search me and you know me, 

you know my resting and my rising, 

you discern my purpose from afar. 

You mark when I walk or lie down, 

all my ways lie open to you. 

 

O where can I go from your spirit, 

or where can I flee from your face? 

If I climb the heavens, you are there. 

If I lie in the grave, you are there. 

 

If I take the wings of the dawn 

and dwell at the sea’s furthest end, 

even there your hand would lead me, 

your right hand would hold me fast. 

 

For it was you who created my being, 

knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I thank you for the wonder of my being, 

for the wonders of all your creation. 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation    Ps102:21 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Give thanks to the Lord, all his hosts, 

his servants who do his will. 

Alleluia! 

 

  



Gospel         Matthew 18:1-5,10 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

The disciples came to Jesus and said, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven?’ So he called a little child to him and set the child in front of 

them. Then he said, ‘I tell you solemnly, unless you change and become 

like little children you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. And so, 

the one who makes himself as little as this little child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 

   ‘Anyone who welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.  

 

See that you never despise any of these little ones, for I tell you that their 

angels in heaven are continually in the presence of my Father in heaven.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



SATURDAY OF WEEK 26 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Saturday 3 October 2020 

 
 

First reading                   Job 42:1-3,5-6,12-17 

A reading from the book of Job 

 

 

This was the answer Job gave to the Lord: 

 

I know that you are all-powerful: 

what you conceive, you can perform. 

I am the man who obscured your designs 

with my empty-headed words. 

I have been holding forth on matters I cannot understand, 

on marvels beyond me and my knowledge. 

I knew you then only by hearsay; 

but now, having seen you with my own eyes, 

I retract all I have said, 

and in dust and ashes I repent. 

 

The Lord blessed Job’s new fortune even more than his first one. He 

came to own fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand 

yoke of oxen and a thousand she-donkeys. He had seven sons and three 

daughters; his first daughter he called ‘Turtledove’, the second ‘Cassia’ 

and the third ‘Mascara.’ Throughout the land there were no women as 

beautiful as the daughters of Job. And their father gave them inheritance 

rights like their brothers. 

 

After his trials, Job lived on until he was a hundred and forty years old, 

and saw his children and his children’s children up to the fourth 

generation. Then Job died, an old man and full of days. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 118(119):66,71,75,91,125,130 

Let your face shine on your servant, O Lord. 

 

Teach me discernment and knowledge 

for I trust in your commands. 

It was good for me to be afflicted, 

to learn your statutes. 

 

Lord, I know that your decrees are right, 

that you afflicted me justly. 

By your decree it endures to this day; 

for all things serve you. 

 

I am your servant, give me knowledge; 

then I shall know your will. 

The unfolding of your word gives light 

and teaches the simple. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation    Mt11:25 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father,  

Lord of heaven and earth, 

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 

to mere children. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 10:17-24 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

The seventy-two came back rejoicing. ‘Lord,’ they said ‘even the devils 

submit to us when we use your name.’ He said to them, ‘I watched Satan 

fall like lightning from heaven. Yes, I have given you power to tread 

underfoot serpents and scorpions and the whole strength of the enemy; 

nothing shall ever hurt you. Yet do not rejoice that the spirits submit to 

you; rejoice rather that your names are written in heaven.’ 

    

It was then that, filled with joy by the Holy Spirit, he said:  ‘I bless you, 

Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, for hiding these things from the 

learned and the clever and revealing them to mere children. Yes, Father, 

for that is what it pleased you to do. Everything has been entrusted to me 

by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and 

who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to 

reveal him.’ 

 

Then turning to his disciples he spoke to them in private, ‘Happy the eyes 

that see what you see, for I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted 

to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never 

heard it.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 


