
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

First reading                                             Isaiah 45:1,4-6 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

whom he has taken by his right hand 

to subdue nations before him 

and strip the loins of kings, 

to force gateways before him 

that their gates be closed no more: 

‘It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, 

of Israel my chosen one, 

that I have called you by your name, 

conferring a title though you do not know me. 

I am the Lord, unrivalled; 

there is no other God besides me. 

Though you do not know me, I arm you 

that men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun 

that, apart from me, all is nothing.’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 95(96):1,3-5,7-10 

Give the Lord glory and power. 

 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

Tell among the nations his glory 

and his wonders among all the peoples. 

 

The Lord is great and worthy of praise, 

to be feared above all gods; 

the gods of the heathens are naught. 

It was the Lord who made the heavens, 

 

Give the Lord, you families of peoples, 

give the Lord glory and power; 

give the Lord the glory of his name. 

Bring an offering and enter his courts. 

 

Worship the Lord in his temple. 

O earth, tremble before him. 

Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ 

He will judge the peoples in fairness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading        1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 

 

 

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Church in Thessalonika which is in 

God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; wishing you grace and peace 

from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

We always mention you in our prayers and thank God for you all, and 

constantly remember before God our Father how you have shown your 

faith in action, worked for love and persevered through hope, in our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

We know, brothers, that God loves you and that you have been chosen, 

because when we brought the Good News to you, it came to you not only 

as words, but as power and as the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction. 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      Jn17:17 
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your word is truth, O Lord: 

consecrate us in the truth. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or:          Ph2:15-16 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You will shine in the world like bright stars 

because you are offering it the word of life. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel          Matthew 22:15-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

The Pharisees went away to work out between them how to trap Jesus in 

what he said. And they sent their disciples to him, together with the 

Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know that you are an honest man and teach 

the way of God in an honest way, and that you are not afraid of anyone, 

because a man’s rank means nothing to you. Tell us your opinion, then. Is 

it permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’ But Jesus was aware of their 

malice and replied, ‘You hypocrites! Why do you set this trap for me? Let 

me see the money you pay the tax with.’ They handed him a denarius, and 

he said, ‘Whose head is this? Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ they replied. He 

then said to them, ‘Very well, give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar – 

and to God what belongs to God.’ 

 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 



MONDAY OF WEEK 29 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Monday 19 October 2020 

 
 

First reading         Ephesians 2:1-10 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

You were dead through the crimes and the sins in which you used to live 

when you were following the way of this world, obeying the ruler who 

governs the air, the spirit who is at work in the rebellious. We all were 

among them too in the past, living sensual lives, ruled entirely by our own 

physical desires and our own ideas; so that by nature we were as much 

under God’s anger as the rest of the world. But God loved us with so much 

love that he was generous with his mercy: when we were dead through 

our sins, he brought us to life with Christ – it is through grace that you 

have been saved – and raised us up with him and gave us a place with him 

in heaven, in Christ Jesus. 

     

This was to show for all ages to come, through his goodness towards us in 

Christ Jesus, how infinitely rich he is in grace. Because it is by grace that 

you have been saved, through faith; not by anything of your own, but by a 

gift from God; not by anything that you have done, so that nobody can 

claim the credit. We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live 

the good life as from the beginning he had meant us to live it. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 99(100) 

He made us, we belong to him. 

 

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

Come before him, singing for joy. 

 

Know that he, the Lord, is God. 

He made us, we belong to him, 

we are his people, the sheep of his flock. 

 

Go within his gates, giving thanks. 

Enter his courts with songs of praise. 

Give thanks to him and bless his name. 

 

Indeed, how good is the Lord, 

eternal his merciful love. 

He is faithful from age to age. 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                Ps24:4,5 
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Teach me your paths, my God, 

make me walk in your truth. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or:           Mt5:3 

 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

How happy are the poor in spirit: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel         Luke 12:13-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 

 

 

A man in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Master, tell my brother to give me a 

share of our inheritance.’ ‘My friend,’ he replied, ‘who appointed me your 

judge, or the arbitrator of your claims?’ Then he said to them, ‘Watch, and 

be on your guard against avarice of any kind, for a man’s life is not made 

secure by what he owns, even when he has more than he needs.’ 

     

Then he told them a parable: ‘There was once a rich man who, having had 

a good harvest from his land, thought to himself, “What am I to do? I have 

not enough room to store my crops.” Then he said, “This is what I will do: 

I will pull down my barns and build bigger ones, and store all my grain and 

my goods in them, and I will say to my soul: My soul, you have plenty of 

good things laid by for many years to come; take things easy, eat, drink, 

have a good time.” But God said to him, “Fool! This very night the demand 

will be made for your soul; and this hoard of yours, whose will it be then?” 

So it is when a man stores up treasure for himself in place of making himself 

rich in the sight of God.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



TUESDAY OF WEEK 29 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Tuesday 20 October 2020 
 

 
First reading         Ephesians 2:12-22 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

 

Do not forget that you had no Christ and were excluded from membership 

of Israel, aliens with no part in the covenants with their Promise; you were 

immersed in this world, without hope and without God. But now in Christ 

Jesus, you that used to be so far apart from us have been brought very 

close, by the blood of Christ. For he is the peace between us, and has made 

the two into one and broken down the barrier which used to keep them 

apart, actually destroying in his own person the hostility caused by the rules 

and decrees of the Law. This was to create one single New Man in himself 

out of the two of them and by restoring peace through the cross, to unite 

them both in a single Body and reconcile them with God: in his own person 

he killed the hostility. Later he came to bring the good news of peace, peace 

to you who were far away and peace to those who were near at hand. 

Through him, both of us have in the one Spirit our way to come to the 

Father. 

     

So you are no longer aliens or foreign visitors: you are citizens like all the 

saints, and part of God’s household. You are part of a building that has the 

apostles and prophets for its foundations, and Christ Jesus himself for its 

main cornerstone. As every structure is aligned on him, all grow into one 

holy temple in the Lord; and you too, in him, are being built into a house 

where God lives, in the Spirit. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 84(85):9-14 

The Lord speaks peace to his people. 

 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

a voice that speaks of peace. 

His help is near for those who fear him 

and his glory will dwell in our land. 

 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven. 

 

The Lord will make us prosper 

and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation     cf.Lk8:15 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are those who,  

with a noble and generous heart, 

take the word of God to themselves 

and yield a harvest through their perseverance. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or:        Lk21:36 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Stay awake, praying at all times 

for the strength to stand with confidence 

before the Son of Man. 

Alleluia! 

 

 



Gospel         Luke 12:35-38 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘See that you are dressed for action and have 

your lamps lit. Be like men waiting for their master to return from the 

wedding feast, ready to open the door as soon as he comes and knocks. 

Happy those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. I tell 

you solemnly, he will put on an apron, sit them down at table and wait on 

them. It may be in the second watch he comes, or in the third, but happy 

those servants if he finds them ready.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



WEDNESDAY OF WEEK 29 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Wednesday 21 October 2020 
 

 

First reading         Ephesians 3:2-12 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

 

You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace 

he meant for you, and that it was by a revelation that I was given the 

knowledge of the mystery, as I have just described it very shortly. If you 

read my word you will have some idea of the depths that I see in the 

mystery of Christ. This that has now been revealed through the Spirit to 

his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in past 

generations; it means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they 

are parts of the same body, and that the same promise has been made to 

them, in Jesus Christ, through the gospel. I have been made the servant of 

that gospel by a gift of grace from God who gave it to me by his own power. 

I, who am less than the least of all the saints have been entrusted with this 

special grace, not only of proclaiming to the pagans the infinite treasure of 

Christ but also of explaining how the mystery is to be dispensed. Through 

all the ages, this has been kept hidden in God, the creator of everything. 

Why? So that the Sovereignties and Powers should learn only now, through 

the Church, how comprehensive God’s wisdom really is, exactly according 

to the plan which he had had from all eternity in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

This is why we are bold enough to approach God in complete confidence, 

through our faith in him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm       Isaiah 12 

With joy you will draw water  

from the wells of salvation. 

 

Truly, God is my salvation, 

I trust, I shall not fear. 

For the Lord is my strength, my song, 

he became my saviour. 

With joy you will draw water 

from the wells of salvation. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! 

Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples! 

Declare the greatness of his name, 

sing a psalm to the Lord! 

 

For he has done glorious deeds; 

make them known to all the earth! 

People of Zion, sing and shout for joy, 

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     Jn10:27 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice,  

says the Lord,  

I know them and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or        Mt24:42,44 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Stay awake and stand ready, 

because you do not know the hour 

when the Son of Man is coming. 

Alleluia! 

 
 



Gospel         Luke 12:39-48 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

     

‘You may be quite sure of this, that if the householder had known at what 

hour the burglar would come, he would not have let anyone break through 

the wall of his house. You too must stand ready, because the Son of Man 

is coming at an hour you do not expect.’ 

     

Peter said, ‘Lord, do you mean this parable for us, or for everyone?’ The 

Lord replied, ‘What sort of steward, then, is faithful and wise enough for 

the master to place him over his household to give them their allowance 

of food at the proper time? Happy that servant if his master’s arrival finds 

him at this employment. I tell you truly, he will place him over everything 

he owns. But as for the servant who says to himself, “My master is taking 

his time coming,” and sets about beating the menservants and the maids, 

and eating and drinking and getting drunk, his master will come on a day he 

does not expect and at an hour he does not know. The master will cut him 

off and send him to the same fate as the unfaithful. 

     

The servant who knows what his master wants, but has not even started 

to carry out those wishes, will receive very many strokes of the lash. The 

one who did not know, but deserves to be beaten for what he has done, 

will receive fewer strokes. When a man has had a great deal given him, a 

great deal will be demanded of him; when a man has had a great deal given 

him on trust, even more will be expected of him.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



THURSDAY OF WEEK 29 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Thursday 22 October 2020 
 

 
First reading            Ephesians 3:14-21 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

This is what I pray, kneeling before the Father, from whom every family, 

whether spiritual or natural, takes its name: 

 

Out of his infinite glory, may he give you the power through his Spirit for 

your hidden self to grow strong, so that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith, and then, planted in love and built on love, you will with all 

the saints have strength to grasp the breadth and the length, the height and 

the depth; until, knowing the love of Christ, which is beyond all knowledge, 

you are filled with the utter fullness of God. 

 

Glory be to him whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 

we can ask or imagine; glory be to him from generation to generation in 

the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 32(33):1-2,4-5,11-12,18-19 

The Lord fills the earth with his love. 

 

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 

for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 

with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. 

 

For the word of the Lord is faithful 

and all his works to be trusted. 

The Lord loves justice and right 

and fills the earth with his love. 

 

His own designs shall stand for ever, 

the plans of his heart from age to age. 

They are happy, whose God is the Lord, 

the people he has chosen as his own. 

 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, 

on those who hope in his love, 

to rescue their souls from death, 

to keep them alive in famine. 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation     Jn8:12 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

anyone who follows me will have the light of life. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or:        Ph3:8-9 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I have accepted the loss of everything 

and I look on everything as so much rubbish  

if only I can have Christ 

and be given a place in him. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel          Luke 12:49-53 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come to bring fire to the earth, and how 

I wish it were blazing already! There is a baptism I must still receive, and 

how great is my distress till it is over! 

     

‘Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but 

rather division. For from now on a household of five will be divided: three 

against two and two against three; the father divided against the son, son 

against father, mother against daughter, daughter against mother, mother-

in-law against daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 29 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Friday 23 October 2020 

 

 
First reading         Ephesians 4:1-6 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

 

I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you to lead a life worthy of your 

vocation. Bear with one another charitably, in complete selflessness, 

gentleness and patience. Do all you can to preserve the unity of the Spirit 

by the peace that binds you together. There is one Body, one Spirit, just as 

you were all called into one and the same hope when you were called. 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God who is Father of 

all, over all, through all and within all. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 23(24):1-6 

Such are the men who seek your face, O Lord. 

 

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, 

the world and all its peoples. 

It is he who set it on the seas; 

on the waters he made it firm. 

 

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 

Who shall stand in his holy place? 

The man with clean hands and pure heart, 

who desires not worthless things. 

 

He shall receive blessings from the Lord 

and reward from the God who saves him. 

Such are the men who seek him, 

seek the face of the God of Jacob. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     Ps94:8 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Harden not your hearts today, 

but listen to the voice of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or     Mt11:25 

 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father,  

Lord of heaven and earth, 

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 

to mere children. 

Alleluia! 

 
 



Gospel         Luke 12:54-59 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

Jesus said to the crowds: ‘When you see a cloud looming up in the west 

you say at once that rain is coming, and so it does. And when the wind is 

from the south you say it will be hot, and it is. Hypocrites! You know how 

to interpret the face of the earth and the sky. How is it you do not know 

how to interpret these times? 

     

‘Why not judge for yourselves what is right? For example: when you go to 

court with your opponent, try to settle with him on the way, or he may 

drag you before the judge and the judge hand you over to the bailiff and 

the bailiff have you thrown into prison. I tell you, you will not get out till 

you have paid the very last penny.’ 

 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SATURDAY OF WEEK 29 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Saturday 24 October 2020 

 

 
First reading         Ephesians 4:7-16 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

 

Each one of us has been given his own share of grace, given as Christ 

allotted it. It was said that he would: 

 

When he ascended to the height, he captured prisoners, 

he gave gifts to men. 

 

When it says, ‘he ascended’, what can it mean if not that he descended right 

down to the lower regions of the earth? The one who rose higher than all 

the heavens to fill all things is none other than the one who descended. 

And to some, his gift was that they should be apostles; to some, prophets; 

to some, evangelists; to some, pastors and teachers; so that the saints 

together make a unity in the work of service, building up the body of Christ. 

In this way we are all to come to unity in our faith and in our knowledge 

of the Son of God, until we become the perfect Man, fully mature with the 

fullness of Christ himself. 

     

Then we shall not be children any longer, or tossed one way and another 

and carried along by every wind of doctrine, at the mercy of all the tricks 

men play and their cleverness in practising deceit. If we live by the truth 

and in love, we shall grow in all ways into Christ, who is the head by whom 

the whole body is fitted and joined together, every joint adding its own 

strength, for each separate part to work according to its function. So the 

body grows until it has built itself up, in love. 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 121(122):1-5 

I rejoiced when I heard them say:  

‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 

 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: 

‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 

And now our feet are standing 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 

Jerusalem is built as a city 

strongly compact. 

It is there that the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the Lord. 

 

For Israel’s law it is, 

there to praise the Lord’s name. 

There were set the thrones of judgement 

of the house of David. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     Ps144:13 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord is faithful in all his words 

and loving in all his deeds. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or     Ezk33:11 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I take pleasure, not in the death of a wicked man, 

says the Lord, 

but in the turning back of a wicked man 

who changes his ways to win life. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 

 



Gospel         Luke 13:1-9 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

 

Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 

had mingled with that of their sacrifices. At this he said to them, ‘Do you 

suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were greater sinners than 

any other Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent 

you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen on whom the tower at 

Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose that they were more guilty 

than all the other people living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you. No; 

but unless you repent you will all perish as they did.’ 

     

He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he 

came looking for fruit on it but found none. He said to the man who looked 

after the vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I have been coming to 

look for fruit on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: why should it 

be taking up the ground?” “Sir,” the man replied “leave it one more year 

and give me time to dig round it and manure it: it may bear fruit next year; 

if not, then you can cut it down.”’ 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


