
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Second Sunday of Advent (Year B) 
 

First reading                                             Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 
‘Console my people, console them’ 

says your God. 

‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem 

and call to her 

that her time of service is ended, 

that her sin is atoned for, 

that she has received from the hand of the Lord 

double punishment for all her crimes.’ 

A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness 

a way for the Lord. 

Make a straight highway for our God 

across the desert. 

Let every valley be filled in, 

every mountain and hill be laid low. 

Let every cliff become a plain, 

and the ridges a valley; 

then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed 

and all mankind shall see it; 

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

Go up on a high mountain, 

joyful messenger to Zion. 

Shout with a loud voice, 

joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 

Shout without fear, 

say to the towns of Judah, 

‘Here is your God.’ 

Here is the Lord coming with power, 

his arm subduing all things to him. 

The prize of his victory is with him, 

his trophies all go before him. 

He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, 

gathering lambs in his arms, 

holding them against his breast 

and leading to their rest the mother ewes. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 84(85):9-14(Advent) 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy,  

and give us your saving help. 

 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

a voice that speaks of peace, 

peace for his people. 

His help is near for those who fear him 

and his glory will dwell in our land. 

 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven. 

 

The Lord will make us prosper 

and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading        2 Peter 3:8-14 

A reading from the second letter of St Peter 

 

 

There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the 

Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand years, and a thousand years is like a day. 

The Lord is not being slow to carry out his promises, as anybody else might 

be called slow; but he is being patient with you all, wanting nobody to be 

lost and everybody to be brought to change his ways. The Day of the Lord 

will come like a thief, and then with a roar the sky will vanish, the elements 

will catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will be burnt 

up. 

 

Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should be living holy and 

saintly lives while you wait and long for the Day of God to come, when the 

sky will dissolve in flames and the elements melt in the heat. What we are 

waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens and new earth, the place 

where righteousness will be at home. So then, my friends, while you are 

waiting, do your best to live lives without spot or stain so that he will find 

you at peace. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      Lk3:4,6 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Prepare a way for the Lord, 

make his paths straight, 

and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

 

 



Gospel          Mark 1:1-8 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

 

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is 

written in the book of the prophet Isaiah: 

 

Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; 

he will prepare your way. 

A voice cries in the wilderness: 

Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. 

 

and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea 

and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were 

baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. John wore a 

garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild honey. In the 

course of his preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who 

is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the 

strap of his sandals. I have baptised you with water, but he will baptise 

you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



Memorial of Saint Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor of the Church 

Monday 7 December 2020 

 
First reading         Isaiah 35:1-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, 

let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, 

let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, 

let it rejoice and sing for joy. 

 

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, 

the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; 

they shall see the glory of the Lord, 

the splendour of our God. 

 

Strengthen all weary hands, 

steady all trembling knees 

and say to all faint hearts, 

‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 

 

‘Look, your God is coming, 

vengeance is coming, 

the retribution of God; 

he is coming to save you.’ 

 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

the ears of the deaf unsealed, 

then the lame shall leap like a deer 

and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy; 

 

for water gushes in the desert, 

streams in the wasteland, 

the scorched earth becomes a lake, 

the parched land springs of water. 

 

The lairs where the jackals used to live 

become thickets of reed and papyrus... 

 



And through it will run a highway undefiled 

which shall be called the Sacred Way; 

the unclean may not travel by it, 

nor fools stray along it. 

 

No lion will be there 

nor any fierce beast roam about it, 

but the redeemed will walk there, 

for those the Lord has ransomed shall return. 

 

They will come to Zion shouting for joy, 

everlasting joy on their faces; 

joy and gladness will go with them 

and sorrow and lament be ended. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 84(85):9-14(Advent) 

Look, our God is coming to save us. 

 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

a voice that speaks of peace, 

peace for his people. 

His help is near for those who fear him 

and his glory will dwell in our land. 

 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven. 

 

The Lord will make us prosper 

and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps. 

 

 

 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                             Lk3:4,6 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Prepare a way for the Lord, 

make his paths straight, 

and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

See, the king, the Lord of the world, will come. 

He will free us from the yoke of our bondage. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel         Luke 5:17-26 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 

 

Jesus was teaching one day, and among the audience there were Pharisees 

and doctors of the Law who had come from every village in Galilee, from 

Judaea and from Jerusalem. And the Power of the Lord was behind his 

works of healing. Then some men appeared, carrying on a bed a paralysed 

man whom they were trying to bring in and lay down in front of him. But 

as the crowd made it impossible to find a way of getting him in, they went 

up on to the flat roof and lowered him and his stretcher down through the 

tiles into the middle of the gathering, in front of Jesus. Seeing their faith he 

said, ‘My friend, your sins are forgiven you.’ The scribes and the Pharisees 

began to think this over. ‘Who is this man talking blasphemy? Who can 

forgive sins but God alone?’ But Jesus, aware of their thoughts, made them 

this reply, ‘What are these thoughts you have in your hearts? Which of 

these is easier: to say, “Your sins are forgiven you” or to say, “Get up and 

walk”? But to prove to you that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 

forgive sins,’ – he said to the paralysed man – ‘I order you: get up, and pick 

up your stretcher and go home.’ And immediately before their very eyes 

he got up, picked up what he had been lying on and went home praising 

God. 

 

They were all astounded and praised God, and were filled with awe, 

saying, ‘We have seen strange things today.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Principal Patron of the Diocese 

Tuesday 8 December 2020 
 

First reading         Genesis 3:9-15,20 
A reading from the book of Genesis 

 
After Adam had eaten of the tree the Lord God called to him. ‘Where are you?’ he 

asked. ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden;’ he replied ‘I was afraid because I was 

naked, so I hid.’ ‘Who told you that you were naked?’ he asked ‘Have you been eating 

of the tree I forbade you to eat?’ The man replied, ‘It was the woman you put with 

me; she gave me the fruit, and I ate it.’ Then the Lord God asked the woman, ‘What 

is this you have done?’ The woman replied, ‘The serpent tempted me and I ate.’ 

 

Then the Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, 

 

‘Be accursed beyond all cattle, 

all wild beasts. 

You shall crawl on your belly and eat dust 

every day of your life. 

I will make you enemies of each other: 

you and the woman, 

your offspring and her offspring. 

It will crush your head 

and you will strike its heel.’ 

 

The man named his wife ‘Eve’ because she was the mother of all those who live. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 97(98):1-4 

Sing a new song to the Lord  

for he has worked wonders. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation. 

 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 

has shown his justice to the nations. 

He has remembered his truth and love 

for the house of Israel. 

 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, 

ring out your joy. 

 

 

 

  



Second reading        Ephesians 1:3-6,11-12 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ. 

Before the world was made, he chose us, chose us in Christ, 

to be holy and spotless, and to live through love in his presence, 

determining that we should become his adopted sons,  

through Jesus Christ 

for his own kind purposes, 

to make us praise the glory of his grace, 

his free gift to us in the Beloved, 

And it is in him that we were claimed as God’s own, 

chosen from the beginning, 

under the predetermined plan of the one who guides all things 

as he decides by his own will; 

chosen to be, 

for his greater glory, 

the people who would put their hopes in Christ before he came. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation     cf.Lk1:28 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee! 

Blessed art thou among women. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 1:26-38 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 

to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and 

the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly 

favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She was deeply disturbed by these words 

and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, 

‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to 

conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great 

and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever 

and his reign will have no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this 

come about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’ the 

angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High will cover you with its 

shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know 

this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived a 

son, and she whom people called barren is now in her sixth month, for 

nothing is impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary 

‘let what you have said be done to me.’ And the angel left her. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WEDNESDAY OF SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 

Wednesday 9 December 2020 
 

 

First reading         Isaiah 40:25-31 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

‘To whom could you liken me 

and who could be my equal?’ says the Holy One. 

Lift your eyes and look. 

Who made these stars 

if not he who drills them like an army, 

calling each one by name? 

So mighty is his power, so great his strength, 

that not one fails to answer. 

 

How can you say, Jacob, 

how can you insist, Israel, 

‘My destiny is hidden from the Lord, 

my rights are ignored by my God’? 

Did you not know? 

Had you not heard? 

 

The Lord is an everlasting God, 

he created the boundaries of the earth. 

He does not grow tired or weary, 

his understanding is beyond fathoming. 

He gives strength to the wearied, 

he strengthens the powerless. 

Young men may grow tired and weary, 

youths may stumble, 

but those who hope in the Lord renew their strength, 

they put out wings like eagles. 

They run and do not grow weary, 

walk and never tire. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 102(103):1-4,8,10 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord. 

 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

all my being, bless his holy name. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

and never forget all his blessings. 

 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 

who heals every one of your ills, 

who redeems your life from the grave, 

who crowns you with love and compassion. 

 

The Lord is compassion and love, 

slow to anger and rich in mercy. 

He does not treat us according to our sins 

nor repay us according to our faults. 

 

 
 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Behold, our Lord will come with power 

and will enlighten the eyes of his servants. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 

 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Look, the Lord will come to save his people. 

Blessed those who are ready to meet him. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

  



Gospel         Matthew 11:28-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus exclaimed, ‘Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, 

and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my 

yoke is easy and my burden light.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



THURSDAY OF SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 

Thursday 10 December 2020 
 

 

First reading            Isaiah 41:13-20 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

I, the Lord, your God, 

I am holding you by the right hand; 

I tell you, ‘Do not be afraid, 

I will help you.’ 
 

Do not be afraid, Jacob, poor worm, 

Israel, puny mite. 

I will help you – it is the Lord who speaks – 

the Holy One of Israel is your redeemer. 
 

See, I turn you into a threshing-sled, 

new, with doubled teeth; 

you shall thresh and crush the mountains, 

and turn the hills to chaff. 
 

You shall winnow them and the wind will blow them away, 

the gale will scatter them. 

But you yourself will rejoice in the Lord, 

and glory in the Holy One of Israel. 
 

The poor and needy ask for water, and there is none, 

their tongue is parched with thirst. 

I, the Lord, will answer them, 

I, the God of Israel, will not abandon them. 
 

I will make rivers well up on barren heights, 

and fountains in the midst of valleys; 

turn the wilderness into a lake, 

and dry ground into waterspring. 
 

In the wilderness I will put cedar trees, 

acacias, myrtles, olives. 

In the desert I will plant juniper, 

plane tree and cypress side by side; 
 

so that men may see and know, 

may all observe and understand 

that the hand of the Lord has done this, 

that the Holy One of Israel has created it. 
 

The word of the Lord 



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 144(145):1,9-13a 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 

slow to anger, abounding in love. 

 

I will give you glory, O God my king, 

I will bless your name for ever. 

How good is the Lord to all, 

compassionate to all his creatures. 

 

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, 

and your friends shall repeat their blessing. 

They shall speak of the glory of your reign 

and declare your might, O God, 

to make known to men your mighty deeds 

and the glorious splendour of your reign. 

 

Yours is an everlasting kingdom; 

your rule lasts from age to age. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come, Lord, with your peace 

that we may rejoice in your presence with sincerity of heart. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or:        cf.Is45:8 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Send victory like a dew, you heavens, 

and let the clouds rain it down. 

Let the earth open and bring forth the saviour. 

Alleluia! 

 
 



Gospel         Matthew 11:11-15 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus spoke to the crowds: ‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of 

women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least 

in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is. Since John the Baptist came, 

up to this present time, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to 

violence and the violent are taking it by storm. Because it was towards John 

that all the prophecies of the prophets and of the Law were leading; and 

he, if you will believe me, is the Elijah who was to return. If anyone has ears 

to hear, let him listen!’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



FRIDAY OF SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 

Friday 11 December 2020 

 
First reading         Isaiah 48:17-19 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

Thus says the Lord, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 

 

I, the Lord, your God, teach you what is good for you, 

I lead you in the way that you must go. 

If only you had been alert to my commandments, 

your happiness would have been like a river, 

your integrity like the waves of the sea. 

Your children would have been numbered like the sand, 

your descendants as many as its grains. 

Never would your name have been cut off or blotted out before me. 

 
 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 1:1-4,6 

Anyone who follows you, Lord,  

will have the light of life. 

 

Happy indeed is the man 

who follows not the counsel of the wicked; 

nor lingers in the way of sinners 

nor sits in the company of scorners, 

but whose delight is the law of the Lord 

and who ponders his law day and night. 

 

He is like a tree that is planted 

beside the flowing waters, 

that yields its fruit in due season 

and whose leaves shall never fade; 

and all that he does shall prosper. 

 

Not so are the wicked, not so! 

For they like winnowed chaff 

shall be driven away by the wind: 

for the Lord guards the way of the just 

but the way of the wicked leads to doom. 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

See, the king, the Lord of the world, will come. 

He will free us from the yoke of our bondage. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or:         

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord will come, go out to meet him. 

Great is his beginning and his reign will have no end. 

Alleluia! 

 
 



Gospel         Matthew 11:16-19 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus spoke to the crowds: ‘What description can I find for this 

generation? It is like children shouting to each other as they sit in the 

market place: 

 

“We played the pipes for you, 

and you wouldn’t dance; 

we sang dirges, 

and you wouldn’t be mourners.” 

 

‘For John came, neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He is 

possessed.” The Son of Man came, eating and drinking, and they say, 

“Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.” 

Yet wisdom has been proved right by her actions.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SATURDAY OF SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 

Saturday 12 December 2020 

 
 

First reading         Ecclesiasticus 48:1-4,9-12 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 

 

The prophet Elijah arose like a fire, 

his word flaring like a torch. 

It was he who brought famine on the people, 

and who decimated them in his zeal. 

By the word of the Lord, he shut up the heavens, 

he also, three times, brought down fire. 

How glorious you were in your miracles, Elijah! 

Has anyone reason to boast as you have? 

Taken up in the whirlwind of fire, 

in a chariot with fiery horses; 

designated in the prophecies of doom 

to allay God’s wrath before the fury breaks, 

to turn the hearts of fathers towards their children, 

and to restore the tribes of Jacob, 

Happy shall they be who see you, 

and those who have fallen asleep in love. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 79(80):2-3,15-16,18-19 

God of hosts, bring us back;  

let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

 

O shepherd of Israel, hear us, 

shine forth from your cherubim throne. 

O Lord, rouse up your might, 

O Lord, come to our help. 

 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 

look down from heaven and see. 

Visit this vine and protect it, 

the vine your right hand has planted. 

 

May your hand be on the man you have chosen, 

the man you have given your strength. 

And we shall never forsake you again; 

give us life that we may call upon your name. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The day of the Lord is near; 

Look, he comes to save us. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or       Lk3:4,6 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Prepare a way for the Lord, 

make his paths straight, 

and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel         Matthew 17:10-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

As they came down from the mountain the disciples put this question to 

Jesus, ‘Why do the scribes say that Elijah has to come first?’ ‘True;’ he 

replied ‘Elijah is to come to see that everything is once more as it should 

be; however, I tell you that Elijah has come already and they did not 

recognise him but treated him as they pleased; and the Son of Man will 

suffer similarly at their hands.’ The disciples understood then that he had 

been speaking of John the Baptist. 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 


