
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 
 

First reading                                             Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6,12-14 

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus 

 

 

The Lord honours the father in his children, 

and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons. 

Whoever respects his father is atoning for his sins, 

he who honours his mother is like someone amassing a fortune. 

Whoever respects his father will be happy with children of his own, 

he shall be heard on the day when he prays. 

Long life comes to him who honours his father, 

he who sets his mother at ease is showing obedience to the Lord. 

My son, support your father in his old age, 

do not grieve him during his life. 

Even if his mind should fail, show him sympathy, 

do not despise him in your health and strength; 

for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten 

but will serve as reparation for your sins. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 127(128):1-5 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord  

and walk in his ways! 

 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord 

and walk in his ways! 

By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 

You will be happy and prosper. 

 

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 

in the heart of your house; 

your children like shoots of the olive, 

around your table. 

 

Indeed thus shall be blessed 

the man who fears the Lord. 

May the Lord bless you from Zion 

all the days of your life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading        Colossians 3:12-21 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 

 

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you, and you should be 

clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and 

patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel 

begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all 

these clothes, to keep them together and complete them, put on love. And 

may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you 

were called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful. 

 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you. Teach 

each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your 

hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or 

do anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him.  

 

Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in the Lord. Husbands, 

love your wives and treat them with gentleness. Children, be obedient to 

your parents always, because that is what will please the Lord. Parents, 

never drive your children to resentment or you will make them feel 

frustrated. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      Col 3:15,16 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts; 

Let the message of Christ find a home within you. 

Alleluia! 
  



Gospel          Luke 2:22-40 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, 

the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, – 

observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must 

be consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what 

is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. 
 

Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout 

man; he looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until 

he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to 

the Temple and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what 

the Law required, he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he said: 
 

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, 

just as you promised; 

because my eyes have seen the salvation 

which you have prepared for all the nations to see, 

a light to enlighten the pagans 

and the glory of your people Israel.’ 
 

As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the things that were 

being said about him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘You 

see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, 

destined to be a sign that is rejected – and a sword will pierce your own soul 

too – so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’ 
 

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been married 

for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old 

and never left the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayer. 

She came by just at that moment and began to praise God; and she spoke of the 

child to all who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem. 

When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back 

to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, 

and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Or 



First reading                                             Genesis 15:1-6,21:1-3 

A reading from the Book of Genesis 

 

 

The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a vision, ‘Have no fear, Abram, 

I am your shield; your reward will be very great.’ 

 

‘My Lord,’ Abram replied ‘what do you intend to give me? I go childless…’. Then 

Abram said, ‘See, you have given me no descendants; some man of my household 

will be my heir.’ And then this word of the Lord was spoken to him, ‘He shall 

not be your heir; your heir shall be of your own flesh and blood.’ Then taking 

him outside he said, ‘Look up to heaven and count the stars if you can. Such will 

be your descendants’ he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted 

this as making him justified. 

 

The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had said, and did what he had promised. 

So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the time God 

had promised. Abraham named the son born to him Isaac, the son to whom 

Sarah had given birth. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 104(105):1-6,8-9 

He, the Lord, is our God.  

He remembers his covenant for ever. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name, 

make known his deeds among the peoples. 

O sing to him, sing his praise; 

tell all his wonderful works! 

 

Be proud of his holy name, 

let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice. 

Consider the Lord and his strength; 

constantly seek his face. 

 

Remember the wonders he has done, 

his miracles, the judgements he spoke. 

O children of Abraham, his servant, 

O sons of the Jacob he chose. 

 

He remembers his covenant for ever, 

his promise for a thousand generations, 

the covenant he made with Abraham, 

the oath he swore to Isaac. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading        Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

 

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country that 

was the inheritance given to him and his descendants, and that he set out 

without knowing where he was going. It was equally by faith that Sarah, in 

spite of being past the age, was made able to conceive, because she believed 

that he who had made the promise would be faithful to it. Because of this, 

there came from one man, and one who was already as good as dead 

himself, more descendants than could be counted, as many as the stars of 

heaven or the grains of sand on the seashore. 

 

It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He 

offered to sacrifice his only son even though the promises had been made 

to him and he had been told: It is through Isaac that your name will be carried 

on. He was confident that God had the power even to raise the dead; and 

so, figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac from the dead. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      Heb1:1-2 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

At various times in the past 

and in various different ways, 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 

but in our own time, the last days, 

he has spoken to us through his Son. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel          Luke 2:22-40 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, 

the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, – 

observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must 

be consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what 

is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. 
 

Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout 

man; he looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until 

he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to 

the Temple and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what 

the Law required, he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he said: 
 

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, 

just as you promised; 

because my eyes have seen the salvation 

which you have prepared for all the nations to see, 

a light to enlighten the pagans 

and the glory of your people Israel.’ 
 

As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the things that were 

being said about him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘You 

see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, 

destined to be a sign that is rejected – and a sword will pierce your own soul 

too – so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’ 
 

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been married 

for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old 

and never left the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayer. 

She came by just at that moment and began to praise God; and she spoke of the 

child to all who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem. 

When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back 

to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, 

and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him. 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
  



FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS 

Monday 28 December 2020 

 
First reading         1 John 1:5-2:2 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

This is what we have heard from Jesus Christ, 

and the message that we are announcing to you: 

God is light; there is no darkness in him at all. 

If we say that we are in union with God 

while we are living in darkness, 

we are lying because we are not living the truth. 

But if we live our lives in the light, 

as he is in the light, 

we are in union with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 

purifies us from all sin. 

If we say we have no sin in us, 

we are deceiving ourselves 

and refusing to admit the truth; 

but if we acknowledge our sins, 

then God who is faithful and just 

will forgive our sins and purify us 

from everything that is wrong. 

To say that we have never sinned 

is to call God a liar 

and to show that his word is not in us. 

I am writing this, my children, 

to stop you sinning; 

but if anyone should sin, 

we have our advocate with the Father, 

Jesus Christ, who is just; 

he is the sacrifice that takes our sins away, 

and not only ours, 

but the whole world’s. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 
 



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 123(124):2-5,7-8 

Our life, like a bird, has escaped  

from the snare of the fowler. 

 

If the Lord had not been on our side 

when men rose up against us, 

then would they have swallowed us alive 

when their anger was kindled. 

 

Then would the waters have engulfed us, 

the torrent gone over us; 

over our head would have swept 

the raging waters. 

 

Indeed the snare has been broken 

and we have escaped. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                 
        cf.Te Deum 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

We praise you, O God, 

we acknowledge you to be the Lord; 

the noble army of martyrs praise you, O Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Gospel         Matthew 2:13-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

 

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother with you, and escape 

into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, because Herod intends to search 

for the child and do away with him.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child 

and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where he stayed until 

Herod was dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken through the 

prophet: 
 

I called my son out of Egypt. 
 

Herod was furious when he realised that he had been outwitted by the 

wise men, and in Bethlehem and its surrounding district he had all the male 

children killed who were two years old or under, reckoning by the date he 

had been careful to ask the wise men. It was then that the words spoken 

through the prophet Jeremiah were fulfilled: 
 

A voice was heard in Ramah, 

sobbing and loudly lamenting: 

it was Rachel weeping for her children, 

refusing to be comforted because they were no more. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



FEAST OF SAINT THOMAS BECKET, BISHOP, MARTYR 

Tuesday 29 December 2020 
 

 
First reading         Colossians 1:24-29 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 

 

 

It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I am suffering now, and in my own 

body to do what I can to make up all that has still to be undergone by 

Christ for the sake of his body, the Church. I became the servant of the 

Church when God made me responsible for delivering God’s message to 

you, the message which was a mystery hidden for generations and centuries 

and has now been revealed to his saints. It was God’s purpose to reveal it 

to them and to show all the rich glory of this mystery to pagans. The 

mystery is Christ among you, your hope of glory: this is the Christ we 

proclaim, this is the wisdom in which we thoroughly train everyone and 

instruct everyone, to make them all perfect in Christ. It is for this I struggle 

wearily on, helped only by his power driving me irresistibly. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 22(23) 

The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures 

where he gives me repose. 

Near restful waters he leads me, 

to revive my drooping spirit. 
 

He guides me along the right path; 

he is true to his name. 

If I should walk in the valley of darkness 

no evil would I fear. 

You are there with your crook and your staff; 

with these you give me comfort. 
 

You have prepared a banquet for me 

in the sight of my foes. 

My head you have anointed with oil; 

my cup is overflowing. 
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 

all the days of my life. 

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 

for ever and ever. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;  

I know my sheep 

and my own know me. 

Alleluia! 
 

Or:         Mt5:6     

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: 

they shall be satisfied. 

Alleluia! 

 
 



Gospel         Luke 22:24-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

A dispute arose between the disciples about which should be reckoned the 

greatest, but Jesus said to them: ‘Among pagans it is the kings who lord it 

over them, and those who have authority over them are given the title 

Benefactor. This must not happen with you. No; the greatest among you 

must behave as if he were the youngest, the leader as if he were the one 

who serves. For who is the greater: the one at table or the one who serves? 

The one at table, surely? Yet here am I among you as one who serves! 

 

‘You are the men who have stood by me faithfully in my trials; and now I 

confer a kingdom on you, just as my Father conferred one on me: you will 

eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones to 

judge the twelve tribes of Israel.’ 
 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or 

 

 

 

 

 

  



A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew   Matthew 10:28-33

  

 

Jesus said to his apostles: ‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 

cannot kill the soul; fear him rather who can destroy both body and soul 

in hell. Can you not buy two sparrows for a penny? And yet not one falls 

to the ground without your Father knowing. Why, every hair on your head 

has been counted. So there is no need to be afraid; you are worth more 

than hundreds of sparrows. 

 

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the presence of men, I will declare 

myself for him in the presence of my Father in heaven. But the one who 

disowns me in the presence of men, I will disown in the presence of my 

Father in heaven.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



SIXTH DAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS 

Wednesday 30 December 2020 
 

 

First reading         1 John 2:12-17 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

I am writing to you, my own children, 

whose sins have already been forgiven through his name; 

I am writing to you, fathers, 

who have come to know the one 

who has existed since the beginning; 

I am writing to you, young men, 

who have already overcome the Evil One; 

I have written to you, children, 

because you already know the Father; 

I have written to you, fathers, 

because you have come to know the one 

who has existed since the beginning; 

I have written to you, young men, 

because you are strong and God’s word has made its home in you, 

and you have overcome the Evil One. 

You must not love this passing world 

or anything that is in the world. 

The love of the Father cannot be 

in any man who loves the world, 

because nothing the world has to offer 

– the sensual body, 

the lustful eye, 

pride in possessions – 

could ever come from the Father 

but only from the world; 

and the world, with all it craves for, 

is coming to an end; 

but anyone who does the will of God 

remains for ever. 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 95(96):7-10 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad. 

 

Give the Lord, you families of peoples, 

give the Lord glory and power; 

give the Lord the glory of his name. 

 

Bring an offering and enter his courts, 

worship the Lord in his temple. 

O earth, tremble before him. 

 

Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ 

The world he made firm in its place; 

he will judge the peoples in fairness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      Heb1:1-2   

   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

At various times in the past 

and in various different ways, 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 

but in our own time, the last days, 

he has spoken to us through his Son. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A hallowed day has dawned upon us. 

Come, you nations, worship the Lord, 

for today a great light has shone down upon the earth. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 



Gospel         Luke 2:36-40 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

There was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been 

married for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now eighty-

four years old and never left the Temple, serving God night and day with 

fasting and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began to praise 

God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the 

deliverance of Jerusalem. 

     

When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went 

back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew 

to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



SEVENTH DAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS 

Thursday 31 December 2020 
 

 
First reading           1 John 2:18-21 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

Children, these are the last days; 

you were told that an Antichrist must come, 

and now several antichrists have already appeared; 

we know from this that these are the last days. 

Those rivals of Christ came out of our own number, but they had never 

really belonged; 

if they had belonged, they would have stayed with us; 

but they left us, to prove that not one of them 

ever belonged to us. 

But you have been anointed by the Holy One, 

and have all received the knowledge. 

It is not because you do not know the truth that I am writing to you 

but rather because you know it already 

and know that no lie can come from the truth. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 95(96):1-2,11-13 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad. 

 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

O sing to the Lord, bless his name. 

Proclaim his help day by day, 

 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, 

let the sea and all within it thunder praise, 

let the land and all it bears rejoice, 

all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 

he comes to rule the earth. 

 

With justice he will rule the world, 

he will judge the peoples with his truth. 

 
Gospel Acclamation      
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A hallowed day has dawned upon us. 

Come, you nations, worship the Lord, 

for today a great light has shone down upon the earth. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 

 

 
         Jn1:14,12 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. 

To all who received him he gave power to become children of God. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 



Gospel         John 1:1-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

In the beginning was the Word: 

and the Word was with God 

and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him all things came to be, 

not one thing had its being but through him. 

All that came to be had life in him 

and that life was the light of men, 

a light that shines in the dark, 

a light that darkness could not overpower. 

A man came, sent by God. 

His name was John. 

He came as a witness, 

as a witness to speak for the light, 

so that everyone might believe through him. 

He was not the light, 

only a witness to speak for the light. 

 

The Word was the true light 

that enlightens all men; 

and he was coming into the world. 

He was in the world 

that had its being through him, 

and the world did not know him. 

He came to his own domain 

and his own people did not accept him. 

But to all who did accept him 

he gave power to become children of God, 

to all who believe in the name of him 

who was born not out of human stock 

or urge of the flesh 

or will of man 

but of God himself. 

 

 



The Word was made flesh, 

he lived among us, 

and we saw his glory, 

the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, 

full of grace and truth. 

 

John appears as his witness. He proclaims: 

‘This is the one of whom I said: 

He who comes after me ranks before me 

because he existed before me.’ 

 

Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received – 

yes, grace in return for grace, 

since, though the Law was given through Moses, 

grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. 

No one has ever seen God; 

it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, 

who has made him known. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

Friday 1 January 2021  

 
First reading         Numbers 6:22-27 

A reading from the book of Numbers 

 

 

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Say this to Aaron and his sons: “This 

is how you are to bless the sons of Israel. You shall say to them:  

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you.  

May the Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you peace.” 

 

This is how they are to call down my name on the sons of Israel, and I 

will bless them.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 66(67):2-3,5,6,8 

O God, be gracious and bless us. 

 

O God, be gracious and bless us 

and let your face shed its light upon us. 

So will your ways be known upon earth 

and all nations learn your saving help. 

 

Let the nations be glad and exult 

for you rule the world with justice. 

With fairness you rule the peoples, 

you guide the nations on earth. 

 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you. 

May God still give us his blessing 

till the ends of the earth revere him. 

 

 

 

 

  



Second reading        Galatians 4:4-7 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 

 

 

When the appointed time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 

a subject of the Law, to redeem the subjects of the Law and to enable us 

to be adopted as sons. The proof that you are sons is that God has sent 

the Spirit of his Son into our hearts: the Spirit that cries, ‘Abba, Father’, and 

it is this that makes you a son, you are not a slave any more; and if God has 

made you son, then he has made you heir. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation       
 
         Heb1:1-2 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

At various times in the past 

and in various different ways, 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 

but in our own time, the last days, 

he has spoken to us through his Son. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



Gospel         Luke 2:16-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

The shepherds hurried away to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the baby lying in the manger. When they saw the child they repeated what 

they had been told about him, and everyone who heard it was astonished 

at what the shepherds had to say. As for Mary, she treasured all these 

things and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds went back 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen; it was exactly 

as they had been told. 

 

When the eighth day came and the child was to be circumcised, they gave 

him the name Jesus, the name the angel had given him before his 

conception. 

 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 



Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, 

Bishops, Doctors of the Church 

Saturday 2 January 2021  

 
First reading         1 John 2:22-28 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

The man who denies that Jesus is the Christ – 

he is the liar, 

he is Antichrist; 

and he is denying the Father as well as the Son, 

because no one who has the Father can deny the Son, 

and to acknowledge the Son is to have the Father as well. 

Keep alive in yourselves what you were taught in the beginning: 

as long as what you were taught in the beginning is alive in you, 

you will live in the Son 

and in the Father; 

and what is promised to you by his own promise 

is eternal life. 

This is all that I am writing to you about the people  

who are trying to lead you astray. 

But you have not lost the anointing that he gave you, 

and you do not need anyone to teach you; 

the anointing he gave teaches you everything; 

you are anointed with truth, not with a lie, 

and as it has taught you, so you must stay in him. 

Live in Christ, then, my children, 

so that if he appears, we may have full confidence, 

and not turn from him in shame 

at his coming. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 97(98):1-4 

All the ends of the earth have seen  

the salvation of our God. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation. 

 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 

has shown his justice to the nations. 

He has remembered his truth and love 

for the house of Israel. 

 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, 

ring out your joy. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation       
 
         Jn1:14,12 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. 

To all who received him he gave power to become children of God. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
         Heb1:1-2 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

At various times in the past 

and in various different ways, 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 

but in our own time, the last days, 

he has spoken to us through his Son. 

Alleluia! 
 



Gospel         John 1:19-28 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not only declared, 

but he declared quite openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked 

‘are you Elijah?’ ‘I am not’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, 

‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an answer to 

those who sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I 

am, as Isaiah prophesied: 

 

a voice that cries in the wilderness: 

Make a straight way for the Lord.’ 

 

Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put this further 

question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and not 

Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there 

stands among you – unknown to you – the one who is coming after me; 

and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on the 

far side of the Jordan, where John was baptising. 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 


