
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

 

First reading                                               Isaiah 50:4-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

The Lord has given me 

a disciple’s tongue. 

So that I may know how to reply to the wearied 

he provides me with speech. 

Each morning he wakes me to hear, 

to listen like a disciple. 

The Lord has opened my ear. 

For my part, I made no resistance, 

neither did I turn away. 

I offered my back to those who struck me, 

my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 

I did not cover my face 

against insult and spittle. 

The Lord comes to my help, 

so that I am untouched by the insults. 

So, too, I set my face like flint; 

I know I shall not be shamed. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 21(22):8-9,17-20,23-24 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

 

All who see me deride me. 

They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 

‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 

let him release him if this is his friend.’ 

 

Many dogs have surrounded me, 

a band of the wicked beset me. 

They tear holes in my hands and my feet 

I can count every one of my bones. 

 

They divide my clothing among them. 

They cast lots for my robe. 

O Lord, do not leave me alone, 

my strength, make haste to help me! 

 

I will tell of your name to my brethren 

and praise you where they are assembled. 

‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 

all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 

Revere him, Israel’s sons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Second reading                 Philippians 2:6-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

 

 

His state was divine, 

yet Christ Jesus did not cling 

to his equality with God 

but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave 

and became as men are; 

and being as all men are, 

he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, 

death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

and gave him the name 

which is above all other names 

so that all beings 

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 

and that every tongue should acclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      Phil2:8-9 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

Christ was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

and gave him the name which is above all names. 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

 



Gospel           Mark 15:1-39 

The passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
 

N. First thing in the morning, the chief priests together with the elders and 

scribes – in short, the whole Sanhedrin – had their plan ready. They had 

Jesus bound and took him away and handed him over to Pilate. 

 

Pilate questioned him: 

O. Are you the king of the Jews? 

N. He answered, 

✠ It is you who say it. 

N. And the chief priests brought many accusations against him. Pilate 

questioned him again: 

O. Have you no reply at all? See how many accusations they are bringing 

against you! 

N. But, to Pilate’s amazement, Jesus made no further reply. 

 

At festival time Pilate used to release a prisoner for them, anyone they 

asked for. Now a man called Barabbas was then in prison with the rioters 

who had committed murder during the uprising. When the crowd went up 

and began to ask Pilate the customary favour, Pilate answered them 

O. Do you want me to release for you the king of the Jews? 

N. For he realised it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed 

Jesus over. The chief priests, however, had incited the crowd to demand 

that he should release Barabbas for them instead. Then Pilate spoke again: 

O. But in that case, what am I to do with the man you call king of the Jews? 

N. They shouted back, 

C. Crucify him! 

N. Pilate asked them, 

O. Why? What harm has he done? 

N. But they shouted all the louder, 

C. Crucify him! 

N. So Pilate, anxious to placate the crowd, released Barabbas for them and, 

having ordered Jesus to be scourged, handed him over to be crucified. 

 



The soldiers led him away to the inner part of the palace, that is, the 

Praetorium, and called the whole cohort together. They dressed him up in 

purple, twisted some thorns into a crown and put it on him. And they began 

saluting him, 

C. Hail, king of the Jews! 

N. They struck his head with a reed and spat on him; and they went down 

on their knees to do him homage. And when they had finished making fun 

of him, they took off the purple and dressed him in his own clothes. 

 

They led him out to crucify him. They enlisted a passer-by, Simon of 

Cyrene, father of Alexander and Rufus, who was coming in from the 

country, to carry his cross. They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, 

which means the place of the skull. 

 

They offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he refused it. Then they 

crucified him, and shared out his clothing, casting lots to decide what each 

should get. It was the third hour when they crucified him. The inscription 

giving the charge against him read: ‘The King of the Jews.’ And they crucified 

two robbers with him, one on his right and one on his left. 

 

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said, 

C. Aha! So you would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days! 

Then save yourself: come down from the cross! 

N. The chief priests and the scribes mocked him among themselves in the 

same way. They said, 

C. He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the king of 

Israel, come down from the cross now, for us to see it and believe. 

N. Even those who were crucified with him taunted him. 

 

When the sixth hour came there was darkness over the whole land until 

the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

✠ Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? 

N. which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you deserted me?’ When 

some of those who stood by heard this, they said 

C. Listen, he is calling on Elijah. 



N. Someone ran and soaked a sponge in vinegar and, putting it on a reed, 

gave it him to drink, saying: 

O. Wait and see if Elijah will come to take him down. 

N. But Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 

 

All kneel and pause for a moment. 

 

And the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The 

centurion, who was standing in front of him, had seen how he had died, 

and he said, 

O. In truth this man was a son of God. 

 
  



MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK  

Monday 29 March 2021 
 

First reading        Isaiah 42:1-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

Here is my servant whom I uphold, 

my chosen one in whom my soul delights. 

I have endowed him with my spirit 

that he may bring true justice to the nations. 

He does not cry out or shout aloud, 

or make his voice heard in the streets. 

He does not break the crushed reed, 

nor quench the wavering flame. 

Faithfully he brings true justice; 

he will neither waver, nor be crushed 

until true justice is established on earth, 

for the islands are awaiting his law. 

Thus says God, the Lord, 

he who created the heavens and spread them out, 

who gave shape to the earth and what comes from it, 

who gave breath to its people 

and life to the creatures that move in it: 

 

‘I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of right; 

I have taken you by the hand and formed you; 

I have appointed you as covenant of the people and light of the nations, 

‘to open the eyes of the blind, 

to free captives from prison, 

and those who live in darkness from the dungeon.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 26(27):1-3,13-14 

The Lord is my light and my help. 

 

The Lord is my light and my help; 

whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

before whom shall I shrink? 

 

When evil-doers draw near 

to devour my flesh, 

it is they, my enemies and foes, 

who stumble and fall. 

 

Though an army encamp against me 

my heart would not fear. 

Though war break out against me 

even then would I trust. 

 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 

in the land of the living. 

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 

Hope in the Lord! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                               
 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus! 

Hail to you, our King! 

You alone have had compassion on our sins. 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus! 

 
 

 

  



Gospel         John 12:1-11 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus went to Bethany, where Lazarus was, 

whom he had raised from the dead. They gave a dinner for him there; 

Martha waited on them and Lazarus was among those at table. Mary 

brought in a pound of very costly ointment, pure nard, and with it anointed 

the feet of Jesus, wiping them with her hair; the house was full of the scent 

of the ointment. Then Judas Iscariot – one of his disciples, the man who 

was to betray him – said, ‘Why wasn’t this ointment sold for three hundred 

denarii, and the money given to the poor?’ He said this, not because he 

cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he was in charge of the 

common fund and used to help himself to the contributions. So Jesus said, 

‘Leave her alone; she had to keep this scent for the day of my burial. You 

have the poor with you always, you will not always have me.’ 

 

Meanwhile a large number of Jews heard that he was there and came not 

only on account of Jesus but also to see Lazarus whom he had raised from 

the dead. Then the chief priests decided to kill Lazarus as well, since it was 

on his account that many of the Jews were leaving them and believing in 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK  

Tuesday 30 March 2021 
 

 

First reading         Isaiah 49:1-6 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah  
 

 

Islands, listen to me, 

pay attention, remotest peoples. 

The Lord called me before I was born, 

from my mother’s womb he pronounced my name. 
 

He made my mouth a sharp sword, 

and hid me in the shadow of his hand. 

He made me into a sharpened arrow, 

and concealed me in his quiver. 
 

He said to me, ‘You are my servant (Israel) 

in whom I shall be glorified’; 

while I was thinking, ‘I have toiled in vain, 

I have exhausted myself for nothing’; 
 

and all the while my cause was with the Lord, 

my reward with my God. 

I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, 

my God was my strength. 
 

And now the Lord has spoken, 

he who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 

to bring Jacob back to him, 

to gather Israel to him: 
 

‘It is not enough for you to be my servant, 

to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel; 

I will make you the light of the nations 

so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’ 

 

 
The word of the Lord 

                         
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 70(71):1-6,15,17 

My lips will tell of your help. 

 

In you, O Lord, I take refuge; 

let me never be put to shame. 

In your justice rescue me, free me: 

pay heed to me and save me. 

 

Be a rock where I can take refuge, 

a mighty stronghold to save me; 

for you are my rock, my stronghold. 

Free me from the hand of the wicked. 

 

It is you, O Lord, who are my hope, 

my trust, O Lord, since my youth. 

On you I have leaned from my birth, 

from my mother’s womb you have been my help. 

 

My lips will tell of your justice 

and day by day of your help. 

O God, you have taught me from my youth 

and I proclaim your wonders still. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                                   Jn8:12 
 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 

Hail to you, our King! 

Obedient to the Father, you were led to your crucifixion 

as a meek lamb is led to the slaughter. 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 

 
 

 

  



Gospel         John 13:21-33,36-38 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

While at supper with his disciples, Jesus was troubled in spirit and declared, 

‘I tell you most solemnly, one of you will betray me.’ The disciples looked 

at one another, wondering which he meant. The disciple Jesus loved was 

reclining next to Jesus; Simon Peter signed to him and said, ‘Ask who it is 

he means’, so leaning back on Jesus’ breast he said, ‘Who is it, Lord?’ ‘It is 

the one’ replied Jesus ‘to whom I give the piece of bread that I shall dip in 

the dish.’ He dipped the piece of bread and gave it to Judas son of Simon 

Iscariot. At that instant, after Judas had taken the bread, Satan entered him. 

Jesus then said, ‘What you are going to do, do quickly.’ None of the others 

at table understood the reason he said this. Since Judas had charge of the 

common fund, some of them thought Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy what we 

need for the festival’, or telling him to give something to the poor. As soon 

as Judas had taken the piece of bread he went out. Night had fallen. 

 

When he had gone Jesus said: 

 

‘Now has the Son of Man been glorified, 

and in him God has been glorified. 

If God has been glorified in him, 

God will in turn glorify him in himself, 

and will glorify him very soon. 

‘My little children, 

I shall not be with you much longer. 

You will look for me, 

And, as I told the Jews, 

where I am going, you cannot come.’ 

 

Simon Peter said, ‘Lord, where are you going?’ Jesus replied, ‘Where I am 

going you cannot follow me now; you will follow me later.’ Peter said to 

him, ‘Why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.’ ‘Lay down 

your life for me?’ answered Jesus. ‘I tell you most solemnly, before the cock 

crows you will have disowned me three times.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK  

Wednesday 31 March 2021 
 

First reading         Isaiah 50:4-9 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

 

The Lord has given me 

a disciple’s tongue. 

So that I may know how to reply to the wearied 

he provides me with speech. 

Each morning he wakes me to hear, 

to listen like a disciple. 

The Lord has opened my ear. 

For my part, I made no resistance, 

neither did I turn away. 

I offered my back to those who struck me, 

my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 

I did not cover my face 

against insult and spittle. 

The Lord comes to my help, 

so that I am untouched by the insults. 

So, too, I set my face like flint; 

I know I shall not be shamed. 

My vindicator is here at hand. Does anyone start proceedings against me? 

Then let us go to court together. 

Who thinks he has a case against me? 

Let him approach me. 

The Lord is coming to my help, 

who will dare to condemn me? 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 68(69):8-10,21-22,31,33-34 

In your great love, O Lord,  

answer my prayer for your favour. 

 

It is for you that I suffer taunts, 

that shame covers my face, 

that I have become a stranger to my brothers, 

an alien to my own mother’s sons. 

I burn with zeal for your house 

and taunts against you fall on me. 

 

Taunts have broken my heart; 

I have reached the end of my strength. 

I looked in vain for compassion, 

for consolers; not one could I find. 

For food they gave me poison; 

in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 

 

I will praise God’s name with a song; 

I will glorify him with thanksgiving. 

The poor when they see it will be glad 

and God-seeking hearts will revive; 

for the Lord listens to the needy 

and does not spurn his servants in their chains. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation       

           

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

Hail to you, our King! 

Obedient to the Father, you were led to your crucifixion 

as a meek lamb is led to the slaughter. 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
    

Or: 

 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

Hail to you, our King! 

You alone have had compassion on our sins. 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 



Gospel         Matthew 26:14-25 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

One of the Twelve, the man called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 

and said, ‘What are you prepared to give me if I hand him over to you?’ 

They paid him thirty silver pieces, and from that moment he looked for an 

opportunity to betray him. 

 

Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus to 

say, ‘Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the 

passover?’ ‘Go to so-and-so in the city’ he replied ‘and say to him, “The 

Master says: My time is near. It is at your house that I am keeping Passover 

with my disciples.”’ The disciples did what Jesus told them and prepared 

the Passover. 

 

When evening came he was at table with the twelve disciples. And while 

they were eating he said ‘I tell you solemnly, one of you is about to betray 

me.’ They were greatly distressed and started asking him in turn, ‘Not I, 

Lord, surely?’ He answered, ‘Someone who has dipped his hand into the 

dish with me, will betray me. The Son of Man is going to his fate, as the 

scriptures say he will, but alas for that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed! Better for that man if he had never been born!’ Judas, who was 

to betray him; asked in his turn, ‘Not I, Rabbi, surely?’ ‘They are your own 

words’ answered Jesus. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 


