
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

First reading                                               Jeremiah 31:31-34 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

 

See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I will make a 

new covenant with the House of Israel (and the House of Judah), but not a 

covenant like the one I made with their ancestors on the day I took them 

by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that 

covenant of mine, so I had to show them who was master. It is the Lord 

who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will make with the House of Israel 

when those days arrive – it is the Lord who speaks. Deep within them I will 

plant my Law, writing it on their hearts. Then I will be their God and they 

shall be my people. There will be no further need for neighbour to try to 

teach neighbour, or brother to say to brother, ‘Learn to know the Lord!’ 

No, they will all know me, the least no less than the greatest – it is the 

Lord who speaks – since I will forgive their iniquity and never call their sin 

to mind. 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm        Psalm 50(51):3-4,12-15 

A pure heart create for me, O God. 

 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 

In your compassion blot out my offence. 

O wash me more and more from my guilt 

and cleanse me from my sin. 

 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 

put a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 

nor deprive me of your holy spirit. 

 

Give me again the joy of your help; 

with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 

that I may teach transgressors your ways 

and sinners may return to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Second reading                 Hebrews 5:7-9 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

 

 

During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, aloud and 

in silent tears, to the one who had the power to save him out of death, and 

he submitted so humbly that his prayer was heard. Although he was Son, 

he learnt to obey through suffering; but having been made perfect, he 

became for all who obey him the source of eternal salvation. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      Jn12:26 
 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

Whoever serves me must follow me, says the Lord; 

and where I am, there also will my servant be. 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Gospel           John 12:20-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 

These approached Philip, who came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put 

this request to him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell 

Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. Jesus replied 

to them: 
 

‘Now the hour has come 

for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

I tell you, most solemnly, 

unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, 

it remains only a single grain; 

but if it dies, 

it yields a rich harvest. 

Anyone who loves his life loses it; 

anyone who hates his life in this world 

will keep it for the eternal life. 

If a man serves me, he must follow me, 

wherever I am, my servant will be there too. 

If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him. 

Now my soul is troubled. 

What shall I say: 

Father, save me from this hour? 

But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour. 

Father, glorify your name!’ 
 

A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’  
 

People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; others 

said, ‘It was an angel speaking to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my 

sake that this voice came, but for yours. 

‘Now sentence is being passed on this world; 

now the prince of this world is to be overthrown. 

And when I am lifted up from the earth, 

I shall draw all men to myself.’ 
 

By these words he indicated the kind of death he would die. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



MONDAY OF FIFTH WEEK OF LENT  

Monday 22 March 2021 
 

First reading        Daniel 13:1-9,15-17,19-30,33-62 

A reading from the prophet Daniel 

 

In Babylon there lived a man named Joakim. He had married Susanna 

daughter of Hilkiah, a woman of great beauty; and she was God-fearing, 

because her parents were worthy people and had instructed their daughter 

in the Law of Moses. Joakim was a very rich man, and had a garden attached 

to his house; the Jews would often visit him since he was held in greater 

respect than any other man. Two elderly men had been selected from the 

people that year to act as judges. Of such the Lord said, ‘Wickedness has 

come to Babylon through the elders and judges posing as guides to the 

people.’ These men were often at Joakim’s house, and all who were 

engaged in litigation used to come to them. At midday, when everyone had 

gone, Susanna used to take a walk in her husband’s garden. The two elders, 

who used to watch her every day as she came in to take her walk, gradually 

began to desire her. They threw reason aside, making no effort to turn 

their eyes to heaven, and forgetting its demands of virtue. So they waited 

for a favourable moment; and one day Susanna came as usual, accompanied 

only by two young maidservants. The day was hot and she wanted to bathe 

in the garden. There was no one about except the two elders, spying on 

her from their hiding place. She said to the servants, ‘Bring me some oil 

and balsam and shut the garden door while I bathe.’ 

 

Hardly were the servants gone than the two elders were there after her. 

‘Look,’ they said ‘the garden door is shut, no one can see us. We want to 

have you, so give in and let us! Refuse, and we will both give evidence that 

a young man was with you and that was why you sent your maids away.’ 

Susanna sighed. ‘I am trapped,’ she said ‘whatever I do. If I agree, that means 

my death; if I resist, I cannot get away from you. But I prefer to fall innocent 

into your power than to sin in the eyes of the Lord.’ Then she cried out as 

loud as she could. The two elders began shouting too, putting the blame 

on her, and one of them ran to open the garden door. The household, 

hearing the shouting in the garden, rushed out by the side entrance to see 

what was happening; once the elders had told their story the servants were 

thoroughly taken aback, since nothing of this sort had ever been said of 

Susanna. 

 



Next day a meeting was held at the house of her husband Joakim. The two 

elders arrived, in their vindictiveness determined to have her put to death. 

They addressed the company: ‘Summon Susanna daughter of Hilkiah and 

wife of Joakim.’ She was sent for, and came accompanied by her parents, 

her children and all her relations.  

 

All her own people were weeping, and so were all the others who saw her. 

The two elders stood up, with all the people round them, and laid their 

hands on the woman’s head. Tearfully she turned her eyes to heaven, her 

heart confident in God. The elders then spoke. ‘While we were walking by 

ourselves in the garden, this woman arrived with two servants. She shut 

the garden door and then dismissed the servants. A young man who had 

been hiding went over to her and they lay down together. From the end of 

the garden where we were, we saw this crime taking place and hurried 

towards them. Though we saw them together we were unable to catch the 

man: he was too strong for us; he opened the door and took to his heels. 

We did, however, catch this woman and ask her who the young man was. 

She refused to tell us. That is our evidence.’ 

 

Since they were elders of the people, and judges, the assembly took their 

word: Susanna was condemned to death. She cried out as loud as she could, 

‘Eternal God, you know all secrets and everything before it happens; you 

know that they have given false evidence against me. And now have I to 

die, innocent as I am of everything their malice has invented against me?’ 

 

The Lord heard her cry and, as she was being led away to die, he roused 

the holy spirit residing in a young boy named Daniel who began to shout, ‘I 

am innocent of this woman’s death!’ At which all the people turned to him 

and asked, ‘What do you mean by these words?’ Standing in the middle of 

the crowd he replied, ‘Are you so stupid, sons of Israel, as to condemn a 

daughter of Israel unheard, and without troubling to find out the truth? Go 

back to the scene of the trial: these men have given false evidence against 

her.’ 

 

All the people hurried back, and the elders said to Daniel, ‘Come and sit 

with us and tell us what you mean, since God has given you the gifts that 

elders have.’ Daniel said, ‘Keep the men well apart from each other for I 

want to question them.’ When the men had been separated, Daniel had 

one of them brought to him. ‘You have grown old in wickedness,’ he said 



‘and now the sins of your earlier days have overtaken you, you with your 

unjust judgements, your condemnation of the innocent, your acquittal of 

guilty men, when the Lord has said, “You must not put the innocent and 

the just to death.” Now then, since you saw her so clearly, tell me what 

tree you saw them lying under?’ He replied, ‘Under a mastic tree.’ Daniel 

said, ‘True enough! Your lie recoils on your own head: the angel of God 

has already received your sentence from him and will slash you in half.’ He 

dismissed the man, ordered the other to be brought and said to him, 

‘Spawn of Canaan, not of Judah, beauty has seduced you, lust has led your 

heart astray! This is how you have been behaving with the daughters of 

Israel and they were too frightened to resist; but here is a daughter of Judah 

who could not stomach your wickedness! Now then, tell me what tree you 

surprised them under?’ He replied, ‘Under a holm oak.’ Daniel said, ‘True 

enough! Your lie recoils on your own head: the angel of God is waiting, 

with a sword to drive home and split you, and destroy the pair of you.’ 

 

Then the whole assembly shouted, blessing God, the saviour of those who 

trust in him. And they turned on the two elders whom Daniel had 

convicted of false evidence out of their own mouths. As prescribed in the 

Law of Moses, they sentenced them to the same punishment as they had 

intended to inflict on their neighbour. They put them to death; the life of 

an innocent woman was spared that day. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or 

 



First reading          Daniel 13:41-62 

A reading from the prophet Daniel 
 

Susanna was condemned to death. She cried out as loud as she could, 

‘Eternal God, you know all secrets and everything before it happens; you 

know that they have given false evidence against me. And now have I to 

die, innocent as I am of everything their malice has invented against me?’ 

 

The Lord heard her cry and, as she was being led away to die, he roused 

the holy spirit residing in a young boy named Daniel who began to shout, ‘I 

am innocent of this woman’s death!’ At which all the people turned to him 

and asked, ‘What do you mean by these words?’ Standing in the middle of 

the crowd he replied, ‘Are you so stupid, sons of Israel, as to condemn a 

daughter of Israel unheard, and without troubling to find out the truth? Go 

back to the scene of the trial: these men have given false evidence against 

her.’ 

 

All the people hurried back, and the elders said to Daniel, ‘Come and sit 

with us and tell us what you mean, since God has given you the gifts that 

elders have.’ Daniel said, ‘Keep the men well apart from each other for I 

want to question them.’ When the men had been separated, Daniel had 

one of them brought to him. ‘You have grown old in wickedness,’ he said 

‘and now the sins of your earlier days have overtaken you, you with your 

unjust judgements, your condemnation of the innocent, your acquittal of 

guilty men, when the Lord has said, “You must not put the innocent and 

the just to death.” Now then, since you saw her so clearly, tell me what 

tree you saw them lying under?’ He replied, ‘Under a mastic tree.’ Daniel 

said, ‘True enough! Your lie recoils on your own head: the angel of God 

has already received your sentence from him and will slash you in half.’ He 

dismissed the man, ordered the other to be brought and said to him, 

‘Spawn of Canaan, not of Judah, beauty has seduced you, lust has led your 

heart astray! This is how you have been behaving with the daughters of 

Israel and they were too frightened to resist; but here is a daughter of Judah 

who could not stomach your wickedness! Now then, tell me what tree you 

surprised them under?’ He replied, ‘Under a holm oak.’ Daniel said, ‘True 

enough! Your lie recoils on your own head: the angel of God is waiting, 

with a sword to drive home and split you, and destroy the pair of you.’ 

 



Then the whole assembly shouted, blessing God, the saviour of those who 

trust in him. And they turned on the two elders whom Daniel had 

convicted of false evidence out of their own mouths. As prescribed in the 

Law of Moses, they sentenced them to the same punishment as they had 

intended to inflict on their neighbour. They put them to death; the life of 

an innocent woman was spared that day. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm        Psalm 22(23) 

If I should walk in the valley of darkness, no evil would I fear. 

 

The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures 

where he gives me repose. 

Near restful waters he leads me, 

to revive my drooping spirit. 

 

He guides me along the right path; 

he is true to his name. 

If I should walk in the valley of darkness 

no evil would I fear. 

You are there with your crook and your staff; 

with these you give me comfort. 

 

You have prepared a banquet for me 

in the sight of my foes. 

My head you have anointed with oil; 

my cup is overflowing. 

 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 

all the days of my life. 

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 

for ever and ever. 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                                   2Co6:2 
 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

Now is the favourable time: 

this is the day of salvation. 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
 

Or                                                         Ezk33:11 
 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

I take pleasure, not in the death of a wicked man 

– it is the Lord who speaks – but in the turning back of a wicked man 

who changes his ways to win life. 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 



Gospel         John 8:1-11 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
 

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At daybreak he appeared in the Temple 

again; and as all the people came to him, he sat down and began to teach 

them. 

 

The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman along who had been caught 

committing adultery; and making her stand there in full view of everybody, 

they said to Jesus, ‘Master, this woman was caught in the very act of 

committing adultery, and Moses has ordered us in the Law to condemn 

women like this to death by stoning. What have you to say?’ They asked 

him this as a test, looking for something to use against him. But Jesus bent 

down and started writing on the ground with his finger. As they persisted 

with their question, he looked up and said, ‘If there is one of you who has 

not sinned, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.’ Then he bent down 

and wrote on the ground again. When they heard this they went away one 

by one, beginning with the eldest, until Jesus was left alone with the woman, 

who remained standing there. He looked up and said, ‘Woman, where are 

they? Has no one condemned you?’ ‘No one, sir’ she replied. ‘Neither do I 

condemn you,’ said Jesus ‘go away, and do not sin any more.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



TUESDAY OF FIFTH WEEK OF LENT  

Tuesday 23 March 2021 
 

 

First reading         Numbers 21:4-9 
A reading from the book of Numbers  
 

 

The Israelites left Mount Hor by the road to the Sea of Suph, to skirt the land 

of Edom. On the way the people lost patience. They spoke against God and 

against Moses, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt to die in this wilderness? For 

there is neither bread nor water here; we are sick of this unsatisfying food.’ 

 

At this God sent fiery serpents among the people; their bite brought death to 

many in Israel. The people came and said to Moses, ‘We have sinned by speaking 

against the Lord and against you. Intercede for us with the Lord to save us from 

these serpents.’ Moses interceded for the people, and the Lord answered him, 

‘Make a fiery serpent and put it on a standard. If anyone is bitten and looks at it, 

he shall live.’ So Moses fashioned a bronze serpent which he put on a standard, 

and if anyone was bitten by a serpent, he looked at the bronze serpent and lived. 

 

 

 
 

The word of the Lord 

                         
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 101(102):2-3,16-21 

O Lord, listen to my prayer 

and let my cry for help reach you. 

 

O Lord, listen to my prayer 

and let my cry for help reach you. 

Do not hide your face from me 

in the day of my distress. 

Turn your ear towards me 

and answer me quickly when I call. 

 

The nations shall fear the name of the Lord 

and all the earth’s kings your glory, 

when the Lord shall build up Zion again 

and appear in all his glory. 

Then he will turn to the prayers of the helpless; 

he will not despise their prayers. 

 

Let this be written for ages to come 

that a people yet unborn may praise the Lord; 

for the Lord leaned down from his sanctuary on high. 

He looked down from heaven to the earth 

that he might hear the groans of the prisoners 

and free those condemned to die. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                                   Jn8:12 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

 
Or                                                      Ps50:12,14 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

The seed is the word of God, Christ the sower; 

whoever finds this seed will remain for ever. 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 



Gospel         John 8:21-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: 

‘I am going away; 

you will look for me 

and you will die in your sin. 

Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 
 

The Jews said to one another, ‘Will he kill himself? Is that what he means 

by saying, “Where I am going, you cannot come”?’ Jesus went on: 
 

‘You are from below; I am from above. 

You are of this world; I am not of this world. 

I have told you already: 

You will die in your sins. 

Yes, if you do not believe that I am He, 

you will die in your sins.’ 
 

So they said to him, ‘Who are you?’ Jesus answered: 
 

‘What I have told you from the outset. 

About you I have much to say 

and much to condemn; 

but the one who sent me is truthful, 

and what I have learnt from him 

I declare to the world.’ 
 

They failed to understand that he was talking to them about the Father. So 

Jesus said: 
 

‘When you have lifted up the Son of Man, 

then you will know that I am He 

and that I do nothing of myself: 

what the Father has taught me is what I preach; 

he who sent me is with me, 

and has not left me to myself, 

for I always do what pleases him.’ 
 

As he was saying this, many came to believe in him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



WEDNESDAY OF FIFTH WEEK OF LENT  

Wednesday 24 March 2021 
 

First reading         Daniel 3:14-20,24-25,28 

A reading from the prophet Daniel 
 

 

King Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, is it true 

that you do not serve my gods, and that you refuse to worship the golden 

statue I have erected? When you hear the sound of horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 

harp, bagpipe, or any other instrument, are you prepared to prostrate 

yourselves and worship the statue I have made? If you refuse to worship it, 

you must be thrown straight away into the burning fiery furnace; and where 

is the god who could save you from my power?’ Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego replied to King Nebuchadnezzar, ‘Your question hardly requires 

an answer: if our God, the one we serve, is able to save us from the burning 

fiery furnace and from your power, O king, he will save us; and even if he 

does not, then you must know, O king, that we will not serve your god or 

worship the statue you have erected.’ These words infuriated King 

Nebuchadnezzar; his expression was very different now as he looked at 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. He gave orders for the furnace to be 

made seven times hotter than usual, and commanded certain stalwarts from 

his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into 

the burning fiery furnace. 

 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar sprang to his feet in amazement. He said to his 

advisers, ‘Did we not have these three men thrown bound into the fire?’ 

They replied, ‘Certainly, O king.’ ‘But,’ he went on ‘I can see four men 

walking about freely in the heart of the fire without coming to any harm. 

And the fourth looks like a son of the gods.’ 

 

Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed, ‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego: he has sent his angel to rescue the servants who, putting their 

trust in him, defied the order of the king, and preferred to forfeit their 

bodies rather than serve or worship any god but their own.’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Daniel 3:52-56 

To you glory and praise for evermore. 

 

You are blest, Lord God of our fathers. 

To you glory and praise for evermore. 

 

Blest your glorious holy name. 

To you glory and praise for evermore. 

 

You are blest in the temple of your glory. 

To you glory and praise for evermore. 

 

You are blest on the throne of your kingdom. 

To you glory and praise for evermore. 

 

You are blest who gaze into the depths. 

To you glory and praise for evermore. 

 

You are blest in the firmament of heaven. 

To you glory and praise for evermore. 
 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation       
          Mt4:4 
 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus! 

Man does not live on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus! 

 
       

 

Or:          cf.Lk8:15 

 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus! 

Blessed are those who,  

with a noble and generous heart, 

take the word of God to themselves 

and yield a harvest through their perseverance. 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus! 



Gospel         John 8:31-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

To the Jews who believed in him Jesus said: 

 

‘If you make my word your home 

you will indeed be my disciples, 

you will learn the truth 

and the truth will make you free.’ 

 

They answered, ‘We are descended from Abraham and we have never 

been the slaves of anyone; what do you mean, “You will be made free”?’ 

Jesus replied: 

 

‘I tell you most solemnly, 

everyone who commits sin is a slave. 

Now the slave’s place in the house is not assured, 

but the son’s place is assured. 

So if the Son makes you free, 

you will be free indeed. 

I know that you are descended from Abraham; 

but in spite of that you want to kill me 

because nothing I say has penetrated into you. 

What I, for my part, speak of 

is what I have seen with my Father; 

but you, you put into action 

the lessons learnt from your father.’ 

 

They repeated, ‘Our father is Abraham.’ Jesus said to them: 

 

‘If you were Abraham’s children, 

you would do as Abraham did. 

As it is, you want to kill me 

when I tell you the truth 

as I have learnt it from God; 

that is not what Abraham did. 

What you are doing is what your father does.’ 

 



‘We were not born of prostitution,’ they went on ‘we have one father: 

God.’ Jesus answered: 

 

‘If God were your father, you would love me, 

since I have come here from God; 

yes, I have come from him; 

not that I came because I chose, 

no, I was sent, and by him.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 

Thursday 25 March 2021 
 

 
First reading           Isaiah 7:10-14,8:10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign for 

yourself coming either from the depths of Sheol or from the heights 

above.’ ‘No,’ Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the test.’ 

 

Then Isaiah said: 

 

‘Listen now, House of David: 

are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men 

without trying the patience of my God, too? 

The Lord himself, therefore, 

will give you a sign. 

It is this: the maiden is with child 

and will soon give birth to a son 

whom she will call Immanuel, 

a name which means “God-is-with-us.”’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 39(40):7-11 

Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 

 

You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, 

but an open ear. 

You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 

Instead, here am I. 

 

In the scroll of the book it stands written 

that I should do your will. 

My God, I delight in your law 

in the depth of my heart. 

 

Your justice I have proclaimed 

in the great assembly. 

My lips I have not sealed; 

you know it, O Lord. 

 

I have not hidden your justice in my heart 

but declared your faithful help. 

I have not hidden your love and your truth 

from the great assembly. 

 

 
 

  



Second reading        Hebrews 10:4-10 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

 

Bulls’ blood and goats’ blood are useless for taking away sins, and this is 

what Christ said, on coming into the world: 

 

You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation, 

prepared a body for me. 

You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for sin; 

then I said, 

just as I was commanded in the scroll of the book, 

‘God, here I am! I am coming to obey your will.’ 

 

Notice that he says first: You did not want what the Law lays down as the 

things to be offered, that is: the sacrifices, the oblations, the holocausts and 

the sacrifices for sin, and you took no pleasure in them; and then he says: 

Here I am! I am coming to obey your will. He is abolishing the first sort to 

replace it with the second. And this will was for us to be made holy by the 

offering of his body made once and for all by Jesus Christ. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation     Jn1:14 
 

 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

The Word became flesh, 

he lived among us, 

and we saw his glory. 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

 

 

 

 
 



Gospel         Luke 1:26-38 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 

to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and 

the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly 

favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She was deeply disturbed by these words 

and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, 

‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to 

conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great 

and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever 

and his reign will have no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this 

come about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’ the 

angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High will cover you with its 

shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know 

this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived a 

son, and she whom people called barren is now in her sixth month, for 

nothing is impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary 

‘let what you have said be done to me.’ And the angel left her. 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



FRIDAY OF FIFTH WEEK OF LENT  

Friday 26 March 2021 
 

First reading         Jeremiah 20:10-13 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
 

 

Jeremiah said: 

 

I hear so many disparaging me, 

‘“Terror from every side!” 

Denounce him! Let us denounce him!’ 

All those who used to be my friends 

watched for my downfall, 

‘Perhaps he will be seduced into error. 

Then we will master him 

and take our revenge!’ 

But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero; 

my opponents will stumble, mastered, 

confounded by their failure; 

everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will be theirs. 

But you, O Lord of Hosts, you who probe with justice, 

who scrutinise the loins and heart, 

let me see the vengeance you will take on them, 

for I have committed my cause to you. 

Sing to the Lord, 

praise the Lord, 

for he has delivered the soul of the needy 

from the hands of evil men. 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 17:2-7 

In my anguish I called to the Lord, 

and he heard my voice. 

 

I love you, Lord, my strength, 

my rock, my fortress, my saviour. 

My God is the rock where I take refuge; 

my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. 

The Lord is worthy of all praise, 

when I call I am saved from my foes. 

 

The waves of death rose about me; 

the torrents of destruction assailed me; 

the snares of the grave entangled me; 

the traps of death confronted me. 

 

In my anguish I called to the Lord; 

I cried to God for help. 

From his temple he heard my voice; 

my cry came to his ears. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      
         Mt4:17 

 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

Repent, says the Lord, 

for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

 
Or: 
         cf.Jn6:63,68  

 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life; 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 



Gospel         John 10:31-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

The Jews fetched stones to stone him, so Jesus said to them, ‘I have done 

many good works for you to see, works from my Father; for which of these 

are you stoning me?’ The Jews answered him, ‘We are not stoning you for 

doing a good work but for blasphemy: you are only a man and you claim to 

be God.’ Jesus answered: 

 

‘Is it not written in your Law: 

I said, you are gods? 

So the Law uses the word gods 

of those to whom the word of God was addressed, 

and scripture cannot be rejected. 

Yet you say to someone the Father has consecrated and sent into the 

world, 

“You are blaspheming,” 

because he says, “I am the son of God.” 

If I am not doing my Father’s work, 

there is no need to believe me; 

but if I am doing it, 

then even if you refuse to believe in me, 

at least believe in the work I do; 

then you will know for sure 

that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.’ 

 

They wanted to arrest him then, but he eluded them. 

 

He went back again to the far side of the Jordan to stay in the district where 

John had once been baptising. Many people who came to him there said, 

‘John gave no signs, but all he said about this man was true’; and many of 

them believed in him. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 



SATURDAY OF FIFTH WEEK OF LENT   

Saturday 27 March 2021 
 

First reading         Ezekiel 37:21-28 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

 

 

The Lord says this: ‘I am going to take the sons of Israel from the nations 

where they have gone. I shall gather them together from everywhere and 

bring them home to their own soil. I shall make them into one nation in my 

own land and on the mountains of Israel, and one king is to be king of them 

all; they will no longer form two nations, nor be two separate kingdoms. 

They will no longer defile themselves with their idols and their filthy 

practices and all their sins. I shall rescue them from all the betrayals they 

have been guilty of; I shall cleanse them; they shall be my people and I will 

be their God. My servant David will reign over them, one shepherd for all; 

they will follow my observances, respect my laws and practise them. They 

will live in the land that I gave my servant Jacob, the land in which your 

ancestors lived. They will live in it, they, their children, their children’s 

children, for ever. David my servant is to be their prince for ever. I shall 

make a covenant of peace with them, an eternal covenant with them. I shall 

resettle them and increase them; I shall settle my sanctuary among them 

for ever. I shall make my home above them; I will be their God, they shall 

be my people. And the nations will learn that I am the Lord, the sanctifier 

of Israel, when my sanctuary is with them for ever.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Jeremiah 31:10-13 

The Lord will guard us  

as a shepherd guards his flock. 

 

O nations, hear the word of the Lord, 

proclaim it to the far-off coasts. 

Say: ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him 

and guard him as a shepherd guards his flock.’ 

 

For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 

has saved him from an overpowering hand. 

They will come and shout for joy on Mount Zion, 

they will stream to the blessings of the Lord. 

 

Then the young girls will rejoice and dance, 

the men, young and old, will be glad. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 

I will console them, give gladness for grief. 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation           Ezk18:31 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

Shake off all your sins – it is the Lord who speaks – 

and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

 
 

Or        Jn3:16 

         
 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son: 

everyone who believes in him has eternal life. 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

 
 

 
 

 



Gospel         John 11:45-56 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what Jesus did 

believed in him, but some of them went to tell the Pharisees what Jesus had 

done. Then the chief priests and Pharisees called a meeting. ‘Here is this 

man working all these signs’ they said ‘and what action are we taking? If we 

let him go on in this way everybody will believe in him, and the Romans will 

come and destroy the Holy Place and our nation.’ One of them, Caiaphas, 

the high priest that year, said, ‘You do not seem to have grasped the 

situation at all; you fail to see that it is better for one man to die for the 

people, than for the whole nation to be destroyed.’ He did not speak in his 

own person, it was as high priest that he made this prophecy that Jesus was 

to die for the nation – and not for the nation only, but to gather together 

in unity the scattered children of God. From that day they were determined 

to kill him. So Jesus no longer went about openly among the Jews, but left 

the district for a town called Ephraim, in the country bordering on the 

desert, and stayed there with his disciples. 

 

The Jewish Passover drew near, and many of the country people who had 

gone up to Jerusalem to purify themselves looked out for Jesus, saying to 

one another as they stood about in the Temple, ‘What do you think? Will 

he come to the festival or not?’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 


