
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 

 

First reading                                               Acts 9:26-31 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they were all 

afraid of him: they could not believe he was really a disciple. Barnabas, 

however, took charge of him, introduced him to the apostles, and explained 

how the Lord had appeared to Saul and spoken to him on his journey, and 

how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul now 

started to go round with them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the 

name of the Lord. But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued 

with them, they became determined to kill him. When the brothers knew, 

they took him to Caesarea, and sent him off from there to Tarsus. 

 

The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria were now left in 

peace, building themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and filled with 

the consolation of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 21(22):26-28,30-32 

You, Lord, are my praise in the great assembly. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

My vows I will pay before those who fear him. 

The poor shall eat and shall have their fill. 

They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him. 

May their hearts live for ever and ever! 

 

All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord, 

all families of the nations worship before him; 

They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth; 

before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. 

 

And my soul shall live for him, my children serve him. 

They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come, 

declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn: 

‘These things the Lord has done.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Second reading                 1 John 3:18-24 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

 

My children, 

our love is not to be just words or mere talk, 

but something real and active; 

only by this can we be certain 

that we are children of the truth 

and be able to quieten our conscience in his presence, 

whatever accusations it may raise against us, 

because God is greater than our conscience and he knows everything. 

My dear people, 

if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience, 

we need not be afraid in God’s presence, 

and whatever we ask him, 

we shall receive, 

because we keep his commandments 

and live the kind of life that he wants. 

His commandments are these: 

that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and that we love one another 

as he told us to. 

Whoever keeps his commandments 

lives in God and God lives in him. 

We know that he lives in us 

by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      Jn15:4,5 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. 

Whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty. 

Alleluia! 
 

  



Gospel           John 15:1-8 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

 

‘I am the true vine, 

and my Father is the vinedresser. 

Every branch in me that bears no fruit 

he cuts away, 

and every branch that does bear fruit 

he prunes to make it bear even more. 

You are pruned already, 

by means of the word that I have spoken to you. 

Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. 

As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, 

but must remain part of the vine, 

neither can you unless you remain in me. 

I am the vine, 

you are the branches. 

Whoever remains in me, with me in him, 

bears fruit in plenty; 

for cut off from me you can do nothing. 

Anyone who does not remain in me 

is like a branch that has been thrown away – he withers; 

these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, 

and they are burnt. 

If you remain in me 

and my words remain in you, 

you may ask what you will 

and you shall get it. 

It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit, 

and then you will be my disciples.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
  



FEAST OF SAINTS PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES 

Monday 3 May 2021 
 
 

First reading             1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

Brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, the gospel 

that you received and in which you are firmly established; because the 

gospel will save you only if you keep believing exactly what I preached to 

you – believing anything else will not lead to anything. 

 

Well then, in the first place, I taught you what I had been taught myself, 

namely that Christ died for our sins, in accordance with the scriptures; that 

he was buried; and that he was raised to life on the third day, in accordance 

with the scriptures; that he appeared first to Cephas and secondly to the 

Twelve. Next he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at 

the same time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died; then 

he appeared to James, and then to all the apostles; and last of all he 

appeared to me too; it was as though I was born when no one expected it. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 18(19):2-5 

Their word goes forth through all the earth. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

The heavens proclaim the glory of God, 

and the firmament shows forth the work of his hands. 

Day unto day takes up the story 

and night unto night makes known the message. 

 

No speech, no word, no voice is heard 

yet their span extends through all the earth, 

their words to the utmost bounds of the world. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                   Jn14:6,9 
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, says the Lord. 

Philip, to have seen me is to have seen the Father. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         John 14:6-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
 

 

Jesus said to Thomas: 

 

‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

No one can come to the Father except through me. 

If you know me, you know my Father too. 

From this moment you know him and have seen him.’ 

 

Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall be satisfied.’  

‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip,’ said Jesus to him ‘and you still 

do not know me? 

 

‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, 

so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”? 

Do you not believe 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 

The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself: 

it is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work. 

You must believe me when I say 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 

believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no other reason. 

I tell you most solemnly, 

whoever believes in me 

will perform the same works as I do myself, 

he will perform even greater works, 

because I am going to the Father. 

Whatever you ask for in my name I will do, 

so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

If you ask for anything in my name, 

I will do it.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord   

 

 
     

  



FEAST OF THE ENGLISH MARTYRS  

Tuesday 4 May 2021 
 

 

First reading          Acts 7:55-60 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  
 

 

Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, 

and Jesus standing at God’s right hand. ‘I can see heaven thrown open’ he said 

‘and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’ At this all the members 

of the council shouted out and stopped their ears with their hands; then they all 

rushed at him, sent him out of the city and stoned him. The witnesses put down 

their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul. As they were stoning him, 

Stephen said in invocation, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down 

and said aloud, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them’; and with these words 

he fell asleep. 

 

 

 

 
 

The word of the Lord 

                         
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 30(31):3-4,6,8,17,21 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Be a rock of refuge for me, 

a mighty stronghold to save me, 

for you are my rock, my stronghold. 

For your name’s sake, lead me and guide me. 

 

Into your hands I commend my spirit. 

It is you who will redeem me, Lord. 

As for me, I trust in the Lord: 

let me be glad and rejoice in your love. 

 

Let your face shine on your servant. 

Save me in your love. 

You hide them in the shelter of your presence 

from the plotting of men. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                   cf.Te Deum 
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

We praise you, O God, 

we acknowledge you to be the Lord; 

the noble army of martyrs praise you, O Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
 

 



Gospel         Matthew 10:17-22 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Beware of men: they will hand you over to 

sanhedrins and scourge you in their synagogues. You will be dragged before 

governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the 

pagans. But when they hand you over, do not worry about how to speak 

or what to say; what you are to say will be given to you when the time 

comes; because it is not you who will be speaking; the Spirit of your Father 

will be speaking in you.’ 

 

Brother will betray brother to death, and the father his child; children will 

rise against their parents and have them put to death.  You will be hated 

by all men on account of my name; but the man who stands firm to the end 

will be saved. 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



WEDNESDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF EASTER  

Wednesday 5 May 2021 
 

First reading          Acts 15:1-6 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

 

Some men came down from Judaea and taught the brothers, ‘Unless you 

have yourselves circumcised in the tradition of Moses you cannot be saved.’ 

This led to disagreement, and after Paul and Barnabas had had a long 

argument with these men it was arranged that Paul and Barnabas and others 

of the church should go up to Jerusalem and discuss the problem with the 

apostles and elders. 

 

All the members of the church saw them off, and as they passed through 

Phoenicia and Samaria they told how the pagans had been converted, and 

this news was received with the greatest satisfaction by the brothers. 

When they arrived in Jerusalem they were welcomed by the church and by 

the apostles and elders, and gave an account of all that God had done with 

them. 

 

But certain members of the Pharisees’ party who had become believers 

objected, insisting that the pagans should be circumcised and instructed to 

keep the Law of Moses. The apostles and elders met to look into the 

matter. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 121(122):1-5 

I rejoiced when I heard them say:  

‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: 

‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 

And now our feet are standing 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 

Jerusalem is built as a city 

strongly compact. 

It is there that the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the Lord. 

 

For Israel’s law it is, 

there to praise the Lord’s name. 

There were set the thrones of judgement 

of the house of David. 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                   Jn10:14 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 

I know my own sheep and my own know me. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

Or: 
                                                                                                            Jn15:4,5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Make your home in me, as I make mine in you, 

says the Lord; 

whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel          John 15:1-8 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

 

‘I am the true vine, 

and my Father is the vinedresser. 

Every branch in me that bears no fruit 

he cuts away, 

and every branch that does bear fruit 

he prunes to make it bear even more. 

You are pruned already, 

by means of the word that I have spoken to you. 

Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. 

As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, 

but must remain part of the vine, 

neither can you unless you remain in me. 

I am the vine, 

you are the branches. 

Whoever remains in me, with me in him, 

bears fruit in plenty; 

for cut off from me you can do nothing. 

Anyone who does not remain in me 

is like a branch that has been thrown away – he withers; 

these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, 

and they are burnt. 

If you remain in me 

and my words remain in you, 

you may ask what you will 

and you shall get it. 

It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit, 

and then you will be my disciples.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



THURSDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF EASTER  

Thursday 6 May 2021 
 

First reading            Acts 15:7-21 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 
 

After the discussion had gone on a long time, Peter stood up and addressed 

the apostles and the elders. 
 

‘My brothers,’ he said ‘you know perfectly well that in the early days God 

made his choice among you: the pagans were to learn the Good News from 

me and so become believers. In fact God, who can read everyone’s heart, 

showed his approval of them by giving the Holy Spirit to them just as he 

had to us. God made no distinction between them and us, since he purified 

their hearts by faith. It would only provoke God’s anger now, surely, if you 

imposed on the disciples the very burden that neither we nor our ancestors 

were strong enough to support? Remember, we believe that we are saved 

in the same way as they are: through the grace of the Lord Jesus.’ 
 

This silenced the entire assembly, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul 

describing the signs and wonders God had worked through them among 

the pagans. 
 

When they had finished it was James who spoke. ‘My brothers,’ he said 

‘listen to me. Simeon has described how God first arranged to enlist a 

people for his name out of the pagans. This is entirely in harmony with the 

words of the prophets, since the scriptures say: 

After that I shall return 

and rebuild the fallen House of David; 

I shall rebuild it from its ruins 

and restore it. 

Then the rest of mankind, 

all the pagans who are consecrated to my name, 

will look for the Lord, 

says the Lord who made this known so long ago. 

‘I rule, then, that instead of making things more difficult for pagans who 

turn to God, we send them a letter telling them merely to abstain from 

anything polluted by idols, from fornication, from the meat of strangled 

animals and from blood. For Moses has always had his preachers in every 

town, and is read aloud in the synagogues every sabbath.’ 

 
The word of the Lord 



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 95(96):1-3,10 

Proclaim the wonders of the Lord  

among all the peoples. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

O sing to the Lord, bless his name. 

 

Proclaim his help day by day, 

tell among the nations his glory 

and his wonders among all the peoples. 

 

Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ 

The world he made firm in its place; 

he will judge the peoples in fairness. 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                    
           

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ has risen, he who created all things, 

and has granted his mercy to men. 

Alleluia! 

 

     

Or: 

 
Jn10:27 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice,  

says the Lord,  

I know them and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 

 
 



Gospel          John 15:9-11 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

 

‘As the Father has loved me, 

so I have loved you. 

Remain in my love. 

If you keep my commandments 

you will remain in my love, 

just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and remain in his love. 

I have told you this 

so that my own joy may be in you 

and your joy be complete.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



FRIDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF EASTER  

Friday 7 May 2021 
 

First reading         Acts 15:22-31 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

 

The apostles and elders decided to choose delegates to send to Antioch 

with Paul and Barnabas; the whole church concurred with this. They chose 

Judas known as Barsabbas and Silas, both leading men in the brotherhood, 

and gave them this letter to take with them: 

 

‘The apostles and elders, your brothers, send greetings to the brothers of 

pagan birth in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. We hear that some of our 

members have disturbed you with their demands and have unsettled your 

minds. They acted without any authority from us; and so we have decided 

unanimously to elect delegates and to send them to you with Barnabas and 

Paul, men we highly respect who have dedicated their lives to the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Accordingly we are sending you Judas and Silas, who 

will confirm by word of mouth what we have written in this letter. It has 

been decided by the Holy Spirit and by ourselves not to saddle you with 

any burden beyond these essentials: you are to abstain from food sacrificed 

to idols; from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from 

fornication. Avoid these, and you will do what is right. Farewell.’ 

 

The party left and went down to Antioch, where they summoned the whole 

community and delivered the letter. The community read it and were 

delighted with the encouragement it gave them. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 56(57):8-12 

I will thank you, Lord, among the peoples. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

My heart is ready, O God, 

my heart is ready. 

I will sing, I will sing your praise. 

Awake, my soul, 

awake, lyre and harp, 

I will awake the dawn. 

 

I will thank you, Lord, among the peoples, 

among the nations I will praise you 

for your love reaches to the heavens 

and your truth to the skies. 

O God, arise above the heavens; 

may your glory shine on earth! 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                             
         Jn10:27 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice,  

says the Lord,  

I know them and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
Jn15:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I call you friends, says the Lord, 

because I have made known to you 

everything I have learnt from my Father. 

Alleluia! 
  



Gospel          John 15:12-17 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

 

‘This is my commandment: 

love one another, 

as I have loved you. 

A man can have no greater love 

than to lay down his life for his friends. 

You are my friends, 

if you do what I command you. 

I shall not call you servants any more, 

because a servant does not know 

his master’s business; 

I call you friends, 

because I have made known to you 

everything I have learnt from my Father. 

You did not choose me: 

no, I chose you; 

and I commissioned you 

to go out and to bear fruit, 

fruit that will last; 

and then the Father will give you 

anything you ask him in my name. 

What I command you is to love one another.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



SATURDAY OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF EASTER  

Saturday 8 May 2021 

 

First reading          Acts 16:1-10 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

From Cilicia Paul went to Derbe, and then on to Lystra. Here there was a 

disciple called Timothy, whose mother was a Jewess who had become a 

believer; but his father was a Greek. The brothers at Lystra and Iconium 

spoke well of Timothy, and Paul, who wanted to have him as a travelling 

companion, had him circumcised. This was on account of the Jews in the 

locality where everyone knew his father was a Greek. 

 

As they visited one town after another, they passed on the decisions 

reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem, with instructions to 

respect them. 

 

So the churches grew strong in the faith, as well as growing daily in 

numbers. 

 

They travelled through Phrygia and the Galatian country, having been told 

by the Holy Spirit not to preach the word in Asia. When they reached the 

frontier of Mysia they thought to cross it into Bithynia, but as the Spirit of 

Jesus would not allow them, they went through Mysia and came down to 

Troas. 

 

One night Paul had a vision: a Macedonian appeared and appealed to him 

in these words, ‘Come across to Macedonia and help us.’ Once he had seen 

this vision we lost no time in arranging a passage to Macedonia, convinced 

that God had called us to bring them the Good News. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 99(100):1-3,5 

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

Come before him, singing for joy. 

 

Know that he, the Lord, is God. 

He made us, we belong to him, 

we are his people, the sheep of his flock. 

 

Indeed, how good is the Lord, 

eternal his merciful love. 

He is faithful from age to age. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation            
          

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord, who hung for us upon the tree, 

has risen from the tomb. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

Or: 
Col3:1 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, 

you must look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is, 

sitting at God’s right hand. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel         John 15:18-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

 

‘If the world hates you, 

remember that it hated me before you. 

If you belonged to the world, 

the world would love you as its own; 

but because you do not belong to the world, 

because my choice withdrew you from the world, 

therefore the world hates you. 

Remember the words I said to you:  

A servant is not greater than his master. 

If they persecuted me, they will persecute you too; 

if they kept my word, they will keep yours as well. 

But it will be on my account that they will do all this, 

because they do not know the one who sent me.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 


