
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Solemnity of Pentecost Sunday 

Vigil Mass  
 

 

First reading  [1]                                             Genesis 11:1-9 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

 

Throughout the earth men spoke the same language, with the same 

vocabulary. Now as they moved eastwards they found a plain in the land of 

Shinar where they settled. They said to one another, ‘Come, let us make 

bricks and bake them in the fire.’ (For stone they used bricks, and for 

mortar they used bitumen). ‘Come,’ they said ‘let us build ourselves a town 

and a tower with its top reaching heaven. Let us make a name for ourselves, 

so that we may not be scattered about the whole earth.’ 

 

Now the Lord came down to see the town and the tower that the sons of 

man had built. ‘So they are all a single people with a single language!’ said 

the Lord. ‘This is but the start of their undertakings! There will be nothing 

too hard for them to do. Come, let us go down and confuse their language 

on the spot so that they can no longer understand one another.’ The Lord 

scattered them thence over the whole face of the earth, and they stopped 

building the town. It was named Babel therefore, because there the Lord 

confused the language of the whole earth. It was from there that the Lord 

scattered them over the whole face of the earth. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



First reading   [2]                                           Exodus 19:3-8,16-20 

A reading from the book of Exodus 

 

 

Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain, 

saying, ‘Say this to the House of Jacob, declare this to the sons of Israel: 

‘“You yourselves have seen what I did with the Egyptians, how I carried 

you on eagle’s wings and brought you to myself. From this you know that 

now, if you obey my voice and hold fast to my covenant, you of all the 

nations shall be my very own, for all the earth is mine. I will count you a 

kingdom of priests, a consecrated nation.” ‘Those are the words you are 

to speak to the sons of Israel.’  So Moses went and summoned the elders 

of the people, putting before them all that the Lord had bidden him. Then 

all the people answered as one, ‘All that the Lord has said, we will do.’ 

     

Now at daybreak on the third day there were peals of thunder on the 

mountain and lightning flashes, a dense cloud, and a loud trumpet blast, and 

inside the camp all the people trembled. Then Moses led the people out of 

the camp to meet God; and they stood at the bottom of the mountain. The 

mountain of Sinai was entirely wrapped in smoke, because the Lord had 

descended on it in the form of fire. Like smoke from a furnace the smoke 

went up, and the whole mountain shook violently. Louder and louder grew 

the sound of the trumpet. Moses spoke, and God answered him with peals 

of thunder. The Lord came down on the mountain of Sinai, on the mountain 

top, and the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
  



First reading   [3]                                           Ezekiel 37:1-14 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

 

The hand of the Lord was laid on me, and he carried me away by the spirit 

of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley, a valley full of bones. 

He made me walk up and down among them. There were vast quantities 

of these bones on the ground the whole length of the valley; and they were 

quite dried up. He said to me, ‘Son of man, can these bones live?’ I said, 

‘You know, Lord.’ He said, ‘Prophesy over these bones. Say, “Dry bones, 

hear the word of the Lord. The Lord says this to these bones: I am now 

going to make the breath enter you, and you will live. I shall put sinews on 

you, I shall make flesh grow on you, I shall cover you with skin and give you 

breath, and you will live; and you will learn that I am the Lord.”’ I 

prophesied as I had been ordered. While I was prophesying, there was a 

noise, a sound of clattering; and the bones joined together. I looked, and 

saw that they were covered with sinews; flesh was growing on them and 

skin was covering them, but there was no breath in them. He said to me, 

‘Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man. Say to the breath, “The 

Lord says this: Come from the four winds, breath; breathe on these dead; 

let them live!”’ I prophesied as he had ordered me, and the breath entered 

them; they came to life again and stood up on their feet, a great, an immense 

army. 

 

Then he said, ‘Son of man, these bones are the whole House of Israel. They 

keep saying, “Our bones are dried up, our hope has gone; we are as good 

as dead.” So prophesy. Say to them, “The Lord says this: I am now going to 

open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and 

lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, 

when I open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And 

I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you on your 

own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is 

the Lord who speaks.”’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

  



First reading   [4]                                           Joel 3:1-5 

A reading from the prophet Joel 

 

Thus says the Lord: 

 

‘I will pour out my spirit on all mankind. 

Your sons and daughters shall prophesy, 

your old men shall dream dreams, 

and your young men see visions. 

Even on the slaves, men and women, 

will I pour out my spirit in those days. 

I will display portents in heaven and on earth, 

blood and fire and columns of smoke.’ 

 

The sun will be turned into darkness, 

and the moon into blood, 

before the day of the Lord dawns, 

that great and terrible day. 

All who call on the name of the Lord will be saved, 

for on Mount Zion there will be some who have escaped, 

as the Lord has said, 

and in Jerusalem some survivors whom the Lord will call. 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 103(104):1-2,24,27-30,35 

Send forth your spirit, O Lord,  

and renew the face of the earth. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Bless the Lord, my soul! 

Lord God, how great you are, 

clothed in majesty and glory, 

wrapped in light as in a robe! 

 

How many are your works, O Lord! 

In wisdom you have made them all. 

The earth is full of your riches. 

Bless the Lord, my soul. 

 

All of these look to you 

to give them their food in due season. 

You give it, they gather it up: 

you open your hand, they have their fill. 

 

You take back your spirit, they die, 

returning to the dust from which they came. 

You send forth your spirit, they are created; 

and you renew the face of the earth. 

 

 

 
  



Second reading                 Romans 8:22-27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 

From the beginning till now the entire creation, as we know, has been 

groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us 

who possess the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait 

for our bodies to be set free. For we must be content to hope that we shall 

be saved – our salvation is not in sight, we should not have to be hoping 

for it if it were – but, as I say, we must hope to be saved since we are not 

saved yet – it is something we must wait for with patience. 

 

The Spirit too comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot 

choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our 

plea in a way that could never be put into words, and God who knows 

everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he means, and that the 

pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of 

God. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation       
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful 

and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel           John 7:37-39 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

On the last day and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood there and cried 

out: 

 

‘If any man is thirsty, let him come to me! 

Let the man come and drink who believes in me!’ 

 

As scripture says: From his breast shall flow fountains of living water. 

 

He was speaking of the Spirit which those who believed in him were to 

receive; for there was no Spirit as yet because Jesus had not yet been 

glorified. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  



Solemnity of Pentecost Sunday 

Mass of the Day 
 

 

First reading                                              Acts 2:1-11 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

When Pentecost day came round, they had all met in one room, when 

suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the 

noise of which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and 

something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; these 

separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit 

gave them the gift of speech. 

 

Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under 

heaven, and at this sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear 

these men speaking his own language. They were amazed and astonished. 

‘Surely’ they said ‘all these men speaking are Galileans? How does it happen 

that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and 

Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as 

well as visitors from Rome – Jews and proselytes alike – Cretans and 

Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own language about the marvels of 

God.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 103(104):1,24,29-31,34 

Send forth your spirit, O Lord,  

and renew the face of the earth. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Bless the Lord, my soul! 

Lord God, how great you are, 

How many are your works, O Lord! 

The earth is full of your riches. 

 

You take back your spirit, they die, 

returning to the dust from which they came. 

You send forth your spirit, they are created; 

and you renew the face of the earth. 

 

May the glory of the Lord last for ever! 

May the Lord rejoice in his works! 

May my thoughts be pleasing to him. 

I find my joy in the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Second reading                1 Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

 

No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he is under the influence of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of 

service to be done, but always to the same Lord; working in all sorts of 

different ways in different people, it is the same God who is working in all 

of them. The particular way in which the Spirit is given to each person is 

for a good purpose.  

 

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit 

because all these parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well 

as citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

Sequence 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation       
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

and kindle in them the fire of your love 

Alleluia! 

 

 

      

     Or 
 



Second reading                Galatians 5:16-25 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 

 

 

If you are guided by the Spirit you will be in no danger of yielding to self-

indulgence, since self-indulgence is the opposite of the Spirit, the Spirit is 

totally against such a thing, and it is precisely because the two are so 

opposed that you do not always carry out your good intentions. If you are 

led by the Spirit, no law can touch you. When self-indulgence is at work 

the results are obvious: fornication, gross indecency and sexual 

irresponsibility; idolatry and sorcery; feuds and wrangling, jealousy, bad 

temper and quarrels; disagreements, factions, envy; drunkenness, orgies 

and similar things. I warn you now, as I warned you before: those who 

behave like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. What the Spirit brings 

is very different: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, 

gentleness and self-control. There can be no law against things like that, of 

course. You cannot belong to Christ Jesus unless you crucify all self-

indulgent passions and desires. 

 

Since the Spirit is our life, let us be directed by the Spirit. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 
 

 

 

Sequence 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation       
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

and kindle in them the fire of your love 

Alleluia! 
  



Gospel           John 20:19-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the 

room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood 

among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his 

hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the 

Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 

 

‘As the Father sent me, 

so am I sending you.’ 

 

After saying this he breathed on them and said: 

 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 

For those whose sins you forgive, 

they are forgiven; 

for those whose sins you retain, 

they are retained.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel          John 15:26-27,16:12-15 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

 

‘When the Advocate comes, 

whom I shall send to you from the Father, 

the Spirit of truth who issues from the Father, 

he will be my witness. 

And you too will be witnesses, 

because you have been with me from the outset. 

 

I still have many things to say to you 

but they would be too much for you now. 

But when the Spirit of truth comes 

he will lead you to the complete truth, 

since he will not be speaking as from himself 

but will say only what he has learnt; 

and he will tell you of the things to come. 

He will glorify me, 

since all he tells you 

will be taken from what is mine. 

Everything the Father has is mine; 

that is why I said: 

All he tells you 

will be taken from what is mine.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
  



Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church  

Monday 24 May 2021 
 
 

First reading             Genesis 3:9-15,20 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

 

After Adam had eaten of the tree the Lord God called to him. ‘Where are 

you?’ he asked. ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden;’ he replied ‘I was 

afraid because I was naked, so I hid.’ ‘Who told you that you were naked?’ 

he asked ‘Have you been eating of the tree I forbade you to eat?’ The man 

replied, ‘It was the woman you put with me; she gave me the fruit, and I 

ate it.’ Then the Lord God asked the woman, ‘What is this you have done?’ 

The woman replied, ‘The serpent tempted me and I ate.’ 

 

Then the Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, 

 

‘Be accursed beyond all cattle, 

all wild beasts. 

You shall crawl on your belly and eat dust 

every day of your life. 

I will make you enemies of each other: 

you and the woman, 

your offspring and her offspring. 

It will crush your head 

and you will strike its heel.’ 

 

The man named his wife ‘Eve’ because she was the mother of all those 

who live. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

     Or 

  



First reading             Acts 1:12-14 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

After Jesus was taken up into heaven the apostles went back from the 

Mount of Olives, as it is called, to Jerusalem, a short distance away, no 

more than a sabbath walk; and when they reached the city they went to 

the upper room where they were staying; there were Peter and John, James 

and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 

Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Jude son of James. All these joined in 

continuous prayer, together with several women, including Mary the 

mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 
 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 86(87) 

Of you are told glorious things, O city of God! 

 

On the holy mountain is his city 

cherished by the Lord. 

The Lord prefers the gates of Zion 

to all Jacob’s dwellings. 

 

Of you are told glorious things, 

O city of God! 

‘Zion shall be called “Mother” 

for all shall be her children.’ 

 

It is he, the Lord Most High, 

who gives each his place. 

In his register of peoples he writes: 

‘These are her children,’ 

and while they dance they will sing: 

‘In you all find their home.’ 

 

 
 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                    
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, holy Virgin Mary,  

and most worthy of all praise, 

for the sun of justice, Christ our God, 

was born of you. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel         John 19:25-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
 

 

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the 

wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. Seeing his mother and the disciple he 

loved standing near her, Jesus said to his mother, ‘Woman, this is your son.’ 

Then to the disciple he said, ‘This is your mother.’ And from that moment 

the disciple made a place for her in his home. 

     

After this, Jesus knew that everything had now been completed, and to fulfil 

the scripture perfectly he said, ‘I am thirsty.’ 

     

A jar full of vinegar stood there, so putting a sponge soaked in the vinegar 

on a hyssop stick they held it up to his mouth. After Jesus had taken the 

vinegar he said, ‘It is accomplished’; and bowing his head he gave up his 

spirit.  

     

It was Preparation Day, and to prevent the bodies remaining on the cross 

during the sabbath – since that sabbath was a day of special solemnity – the 

Jews asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken away. 

Consequently the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man who 

had been crucified with him and then of the other. When they came to 

Jesus, they found he was already dead, and so instead of breaking his legs 

one of the soldiers pierced his side with a lance; and immediately there 

came out blood and water. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord   

 

 
     

  



Memorial of Saint Bede the Venerable, Priest, Doctor of the Church  

Tuesday 25 May 2021 
 

 

First reading         Ecclesiasticus 35:1-12 
A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus  
 

 

A man multiplies offerings by keeping the Law; 

he offers communion sacrifices by following the commandments. 

By showing gratitude he makes an offering of fine flour, 

by giving alms he offers a sacrifice of praise. 

Withdraw from wickedness and the Lord will be pleased, 

withdraw from injustice and you make atonement. 

Do not appear empty-handed in the Lord’s presence; 

for all these things are due under the commandment. 

A virtuous man’s offering graces the altar, 

and its savour rises before the Most High. 

A virtuous man’s sacrifice is acceptable, 

its memorial will not be forgotten. 

Honour the Lord with generosity, 

do not stint the first-fruits you bring. 

Add a smiling face to all your gifts, 

and be cheerful as you dedicate your tithes. 

Give to the Most High as he has given to you, 

generously as your means can afford; 

for the Lord is a good rewarder, 

he will reward you seven times over. 

Offer him no bribe, he will not accept it, 

do not put your faith in an unvirtuous sacrifice; 

since the Lord is a judge 

who is no respecter of personages. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

                         
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 49(50):5-8,14,23 

I will show God’s salvation to the upright. 

 

‘Summon before me my people 

who made covenant with me by sacrifice.’ 

The heavens proclaim his justice, 

for he, God, is the judge. 

 

‘Listen, my people, I will speak; 

Israel, I will testify against you, 

for I am God, your God. 

I accuse you, lay the charge before you. 

I find no fault with your sacrifices, 

your offerings are always before me. 

 

Pay your sacrifice of thanksgiving to God 

and render him your votive offerings. 

A sacrifice of thanksgiving honours me 

and I will show God’s salvation to the upright.’ 

 
 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                              Ph2:15-16 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You will shine in the world like bright stars 

because you are offering it the word of life. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Mt11:25  

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father,  

Lord of heaven and earth, 

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 

to mere children. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Mark 10:28-31 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
 

 

At that time Peter began to tell Jesus, ‘What about us? We have left 

everything and followed you.’ Jesus said, ‘I tell you solemnly, there is no 

one who has left house, brothers, sisters, father, children or land for my 

sake and for the sake of the gospel who will not be repaid a hundred times 

over, houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and land – not without 

persecutions – now in this present time and, in the world to come, eternal 

life. 

 

‘Many who are first will be last, and the last first.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



Memorial of Saint Philip Neri, Priest 

Wednesday 26 May 2021 

 
First reading        Ecclesiasticus 36:1-2,5-7,13-19 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 

 

 

Have mercy on us, Master, Lord of all, and look on us, 

cast the fear of yourself over every nation. 

Let them acknowledge you, just as we have acknowledged 

that there is no God but you, Lord. 

Send new portents, do fresh wonders, 

win glory for your hand and your right arm. 

Gather together all the tribes of Jacob, 

restore them their inheritance as in the beginning. 

Have mercy, Lord, on the people who have invoked your name, 

on Israel whom you have treated as a first-born. 

Show compassion on your holy city, 

on Jerusalem the place of your rest. 

Fill Zion with songs of your praise, 

and your sanctuary with your glory. 

Bear witness to those you created in the beginning, 

and bring about what has been prophesied in your name. 

Give those who wait for you their reward, 

and let your prophets be proved worthy of belief. 

Grant, Lord, the prayer of your servants, 

in accordance with Aaron’s blessing on your people, 

so that all the earth’s inhabitants may acknowledge 

that you are the Lord, the everlasting God. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 78(79):8-9,11,13 

Have mercy on us, Lord,  

and look on us. 

 

Do not hold the guilt of our fathers against us. 

Let your compassion hasten to meet us; 

we are left in the depths of distress. 

 

O God our saviour, come to our help. 

Come for the sake of the glory of your name. 

O Lord our God, forgive us our sins; 

rescue us for the sake of your name. 

 

Let the groans of the prisoners come before you; 

let your strong arm reprieve those condemned to die. 

But we, your people, the flock of your pasture, 

will give you thanks for ever and ever. 

We will tell your praise from age to age. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

1Jn2:5  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

When anyone obeys what Christ has said, 

God’s love comes to perfection in him. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

Or: 
Mk10:45 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Son of Man came to serve, 

and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 



Gospel         Mark 10:32-45 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

The disciples were on the road, going up to Jerusalem; Jesus was walking 

on ahead of them; they were in a daze, and those who followed were 

apprehensive. Once more taking the Twelve aside he began to tell them 

what was going to happen to him: ‘Now we are going up to Jerusalem, and 

the Son of Man is about to be handed over to the chief priests and the 

scribes. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the 

pagans, who will mock him and spit at him and scourge him and put him to 

death; and after three days he will rise again.’ 

 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, approached him. ‘Master,’ they said 

to him ‘we want you to do us a favour.’ He said to them, ‘What is it you 

want me to do for you?’ They said to him, ‘Allow us to sit one at your right 

hand and the other at your left in your glory.’ ‘You do not know what you 

are asking’ Jesus said to them. ‘Can you drink the cup that I must drink, or 

be baptised with the baptism with which I must be baptised?’ They replied, 

‘We can.’ Jesus said to them, ‘The cup that I must drink you shall drink, and 

with the baptism with which I must be baptised you shall be baptised, but 

as for seats at my right hand or my left, these are not mine to grant; they 

belong to those to whom they have been allotted.’ 

 

When the other ten heard this they began to feel indignant with James and 

John, so Jesus called them to him and said to them, ‘You know that among 

the pagans their so-called rulers lord it over them, and their great men 

make their authority felt. This is not to happen among you. No; anyone 

who wants to become great among you must be your servant, and anyone 

who wants to be first among you must be slave to all. For the Son of Man 

himself did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

     
 

  



FEAST OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, ETERNAL HIGH PRIEST  

Thursday 27 May 2021 
 

First reading             Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
 
 

‘Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the 

covenant which I made with their fathers when I took them by the hand to 

bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant which they broke, though 

I was their husband, says the Lord.  

 

But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 

upon their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And 

no longer shall each man teach his neighbour and each his brother, saying, 

‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 

their sin no more.’ 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Or 
  



First reading             Hebrews 10:11-18 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
 
 

Every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same 

sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for 

all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 

then to wait until his enemies should be made a stool for his feet. For by a 

single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. And 

the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,  

 

‘This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, 

says the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on 

their minds,’  

 

then he adds,  

 

‘I will remember their sins and their misdeeds no more.’ Where 

there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 110(109):1b-e, 2, 3 

You are a priest for ever,  

according to the order of Melchizedek.  

 

The Lord’s revelation to my lord: 

‘Sit at my right hand, 

until I make your foes your footstool.’ 

 

The Lord will send from Zion 

your sceptre of power: 

rule in the midst of your foes. 

 

With you is princely rule 

on the day of your power. 

In holy splendour, from the womb before the dawn, 

I have begotten you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Hebrews 5:8-9 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Since he was Son, he learned obedience  

through those things which he suffered,  

and having been made perfect,  

he has become for all who obey him  

the author of eternal salvation. 

Alleluia! 
 

  



Gospel         Mark 14:22-25 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

 

As they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and broke it, and gave 

it to them, and said, ‘Take; this is my body.’ And he took a cup, and when 

he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. And he said 

to them, ‘This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 

Truly, I say to you, I shall not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that 

day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God’. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 
  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 8 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Friday 28 May 2021 
 

First reading         Ecclesiasticus 44:1,9-13 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 
 

 

Let us praise illustrious men, 

our ancestors in their successive generations. 

Some have left no memory, 

and disappeared as though they had not existed, 

they are now as though they had never been, 

and so too, their children after them. 

 

But here is a list of generous men 

whose good works have not been forgotten. 

In their descendants there remains 

a rich inheritance born of them. 

Their descendants stand by the covenants 

and, thanks to them, so do their children’s children. 

Their offspring will last for ever, 

their glory will not fade. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 149:1-6,9 

The Lord takes delight in his people. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord, 

his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 

Let Israel rejoice in its Maker, 

let Zion’s sons exult in their king. 

 

Let them praise his name with dancing 

and make music with timbrel and harp. 

For the Lord takes delight in his people. 

He crowns the poor with salvation. 

 

Let the faithful rejoice in their glory, 

shout for joy and take their rest. 

Let the praise of God be on their lips: 

this honour is for all his faithful. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                             
         Ps118:36,29 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Bend my heart to your will, O Lord, 

and teach me your law. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
         cf.Jn15:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I chose you from the world 

to go out and bear fruit, 

fruit that will last, 

says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
 



Gospel          Mark 11:11-26 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

After he had been acclaimed by the crowds, Jesus entered Jerusalem and 

went into the Temple. He looked all round him, but as it was now late, he 

went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 

 

Next day as they were leaving Bethany, he felt hungry. Seeing a fig tree in 

leaf some distance away, he went to see if he could find any fruit on it, but 

when he came up to it he found nothing but leaves; for it was not the 

season for figs. And he addressed the fig tree. ‘May no one ever eat fruit 

from you again’ he said. And his disciples heard him say this. 

 

So they reached Jerusalem and he went into the Temple and began driving 

out those who were selling and buying there; he upset the tables of the 

money changers and the chairs of those who were selling pigeons. Nor 

would he allow anyone to carry anything through the Temple. And he 

taught them and said, ‘Does not scripture say: My house will be called a 

house of prayer for all the peoples? But you have turned it into a robbers’ 

den.’ This came to the ears of the chief priests and the scribes, and they 

tried to find some way of doing away with him; they were afraid of him 

because the people were carried away by his teaching. And when evening 

came he went out of the city. 

 

Next morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered to the 

roots. Peter remembered. ‘Look, Rabbi,’ he said to Jesus, ‘the fig tree you 

cursed has withered away.’ Jesus answered, ‘Have faith in God. I tell you 

solemnly, if anyone says to this mountain, “Get up and throw yourself into 

the sea,” with no hesitation in his heart but believing that what he says will 

happen, it will be done for him. I tell you therefore: everything you ask and 

pray for, believe that you have it already, and it will be yours. And when 

you stand in prayer, forgive whatever you have against anybody, so that 

your Father in heaven may forgive your failings too. But if you do not 

forgive, your Father in heaven will not forgive your failings either.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 



SATURDAY OF WEEK 8 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Saturday 29 May 2021 
 

First reading         Ecclesiasticus 51:17-27 

 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 

 

I will thank you and praise you, 

and bless the name of the Lord. 

When I was still a youth, before I went travelling, 

in my prayers I asked outright for wisdom. 

Outside the sanctuary I would pray for her, 

and to the last I will continue to seek her. 

From her blossoming to the ripening of her grape 

my heart has taken its delight in her. 

My foot has pursued a straight path, 

I have been following her steps ever since my youth. 

By bowing my ear a little I have received her, 

and have found much instruction. 

Thanks to her I have advanced; 

the glory be to him who has given me wisdom! 

For I am determined to put her into practice, 

I have earnestly pursued what is good, I will not be put to shame. 

My soul has fought to possess her, 

I have been scrupulous in keeping the Law; 

I have stretched out my hands to heaven 

and bewailed my ignorance of her; 

I have directed my soul towards her, 

and in purity have found her. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 18(19):8-11 

The precepts of the Lord gladden the heart. 

 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

it revives the soul. 

The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 

it gives wisdom to the simple. 

 

The precepts of the Lord are right, 

they gladden the heart. 

The command of the Lord is clear, 

it gives light to the eyes. 

 

The fear of the Lord is holy, 

abiding for ever. 

The decrees of the Lord are truth 

and all of them just. 

 

They are more to be desired than gold, 

than the purest of gold 

and sweeter are they than honey, 

than honey from the comb. 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation           
          1P1:25 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The word of the Lord remains for ever: 

What is this word? 

It is the Good News that has been brought to you. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
cf.Col3:16a,17   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, 

find a home with you; 

through him give thanks to God the Father. 

Alleluia! 
 



Gospel         Mark 11:27-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

 

Jesus and his disciples came to Jerusalem, and as Jesus was walking in the 

Temple, the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to him, and 

they said to him, ‘What authority have you for acting like this? Or who gave 

you authority to do these things?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will ask you a 

question, only one; answer me and I will tell you my authority for acting 

like this. John’s baptism: did it come from heaven, or from man? Answer 

me that.’ And they argued it out this way among themselves: ‘If we say from 

heaven, he will say, “Then why did you refuse to believe him?” But dare we 

say from man?’ – they had the people to fear, for everyone held that John 

was a real prophet. So their reply to Jesus was, ‘We do not know.’ And 

Jesus said to them, ‘Nor will I tell you my authority for acting like this.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


