
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
 

 

First reading                                              Deuteronomy 4:32-34,39-40 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 

 

Moses said to the people: ‘Put this question to the ages that are past, that 

went before you, from the time God created man on earth: Was there 

ever a word so majestic, from one end of heaven to the other? Was 

anything ever heard? Did ever a people hear the voice of the living God 

speaking from the heart of the fire, as you heard it, and remain alive? Has 

any god ventured to take to himself one nation from the midst of another 

by ordeals, signs, wonders, war with mighty hand and outstretched arm, by 

fearsome terrors – all this that the Lord your God did for you before your 

eyes in Egypt? 

 

‘Understand this today, therefore, and take it to heart: the Lord is God 

indeed, in heaven above as on earth beneath, he and no other. Keep his 

laws and commandments as I give them to you today, so that you and your 

children may prosper and live long in the land that the Lord your God gives 

you for ever.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 32(33):4-6,9,18-20,22 

Happy the people the Lord has chosen as his own. 

 

For the word of the Lord is faithful 

and all his works to be trusted. 

The Lord loves justice and right 

and fills the earth with his love. 

 

By his word the heavens were made, 

by the breath of his mouth all the stars. 

He spoke; and it came to be. 

He commanded; it sprang into being. 

 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, 

on those who hope in his love, 

to rescue their souls from death, 

to keep them alive in famine. 

 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 

The Lord is our help and our shield. 

May your love be upon us, O Lord, 

as we place all our hope in you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Second reading                 Romans 8:14-17 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  

 

 

Everyone moved by the Spirit is a son of God. The spirit you received is 

not the spirit of slaves bringing fear into your lives again; it is the spirit of 

sons, and it makes us cry out, ‘Abba, Father!’ The Spirit himself and our 

spirit bear united witness that we are children of God. And if we are 

children we are heirs as well: heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, sharing 

his sufferings so as to share his glory. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      cf.Rv1:8 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

the God who is, who was, and who is to come. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel          Matthew 28:16-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 

arranged to meet them. When they saw him they fell down before him, 

though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make 

disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands 

I gave you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  



FEAST OF THE VISITATION OF THE  

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY -   
Monday 31 May 2021 
 
 

First reading             Zephaniah 3:14-18 

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah 

 

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, 

Israel, shout aloud! 

Rejoice, exult with all your heart, 

daughter of Jerusalem! 

The Lord has repealed your sentence; 

he has driven your enemies away. 

The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst; 

you have no more evil to fear. 

When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem: 

Zion, have no fear, 

do not let your hands fall limp. 

The Lord your God is in your midst, 

a victorious warrior. 

He will exult with joy over you, 

he will renew you by his love; 

he will dance with shouts of joy for you 

as on a day of festival. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Or 

 
 

  



First reading             Romans 12:9-16 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 

Do not let your love be a pretence, but sincerely prefer good to evil. Love 

each other as much as brothers should, and have a profound respect for 

each other. Work for the Lord with untiring effort and with great 

earnestness of spirit. If you have hope, this will make you cheerful. Do not 

give up if trials come; and keep on praying. If any of the saints are in need 

you must share with them; and you should make hospitality your special 

care. 

 

Bless those who persecute you: never curse them, bless them. Rejoice with 

those who rejoice and be sad with those in sorrow. Treat everyone with 

equal kindness; never be condescending but make real friends with the 

poor. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Isaiah 12 

Great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

Truly, God is my salvation, 

I trust, I shall not fear. 

For the Lord is my strength, my song, 

he became my saviour. 

With joy you will draw water 

from the wells of salvation. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! 

Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples! 

Declare the greatness of his name. 

 

Sing a psalm to the Lord 

for he has done glorious deeds; 

make them known to all the earth! 

People of Zion, sing and shout for joy, 

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                   cf.Lk1:45 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed is the Virgin Mary, who believed 

that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 1:39-56 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 

 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country 

of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as 

soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of 

all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 

Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For 

the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt 

for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the 

Lord would be fulfilled.’ 

 

And Mary said: 

 

‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 

and my spirit exults in God my saviour; 

because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid. 

Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed, 

for the Almighty has done great things for me. 

Holy is his name, 

and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him. 

He has shown the power of his arm, 

he has routed the proud of heart. 

He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the 

lowly. 

The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away. 

He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy 

– according to the promise he made to our ancestors – 

of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord   

 

 
     

  



Memorial of Saint Justin, Martyr 

Tuesday 1 June 2021 
 

 

First reading          Tobit 2:9-14 
A reading from the book of Tobit  
 

 

I, Tobit, took a bath; then I went into the courtyard and lay down by the 

courtyard wall. Since it was hot I left my face uncovered. I did not know 

that there were sparrows in the wall above my head; their hot droppings 

fell into my eyes. White spots then formed, which I was obliged to have 

treated by the doctors. But the more ointments they tried me with, the 

more the spots blinded me, and in the end I became blind altogether. I 

remained without sight four years; all my brothers were distressed; and 

Ahikar provided for my upkeep for two years, till he left for Elymais. 

 

My wife Anna then undertook woman’s work; she would spin wool and 

take cloth to weave; she used to deliver whatever had been ordered from 

her and then receive payment. Now on March the seventh she finished a 

piece of work and delivered it to her customers. They paid her all that was 

due, and into the bargain presented her with a kid for a meal. When the 

kid came into my house, it began to bleat. I called to my wife and said, 

‘Where does this creature come from? Suppose it has been stolen! Quick, 

let the owners have it back; we have no right to eat stolen goods.’ She said, 

‘No, it was a present given me over and above my wages.’ I did not believe 

her, and told her to give it back to the owners (I blushed at this in her 

presence). Then she answered, ‘What about your own alms? What about 

your own good works? Everyone knows what return you have had for 

them.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

                         
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 111(112):1-2,7-9 

With a firm heart he trusts in the Lord. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Happy the man who fears the Lord, 

who takes delight in all his commands. 

His sons will be powerful on earth; 

the children of the upright are blessed. 

 

He has no fear of evil news; 

with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord. 

With a steadfast heart he will not fear; 

he will see the downfall of his foes. 

 

Open-handed, he gives to the poor; 

his justice stands firm for ever. 

His head will be raised in glory. 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                              Heb4:12 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The word of God is something alive and active: 

it can judge secret emotions and thoughts. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
cf.Ep1:17,18  

  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

enlighten the eyes of our mind, 

so that we can see what hope his call holds for us. 

Alleluia! 
 

 
 



Gospel         Mark 12:13-17 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
 

 

The chief priests and the scribes and the elders sent to Jesus some 

Pharisees and some Herodians to catch him out in what he said. These 

came and said to him, ‘Master, we know you are an honest man, that you 

are not afraid of anyone, because a man’s rank means nothing to you, and 

that you teach the way of God in all honesty. Is it permissible to pay taxes 

to Caesar or not? Should we pay, yes or no?’ Seeing through their hypocrisy 

he said to them, ‘Why do you set this trap for me? Hand me a denarius and 

let me see it.’ They handed him one and he said, ‘Whose head is this? 

Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ they told him. Jesus said to them, ‘Give back to 

Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and to God what belongs to God.’ This 

reply took them completely by surprise. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



WEDNESDAY OF WEEK 9 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Wednesday 2 June 2021 
 

 

First reading          Tobit 3:1-11,16-17 

A reading from the book of Tobit 
 

Sad at heart, I, Tobit, sighed and wept, and began this prayer of lamentation: 

 

‘You are just, O Lord, 

and just are all your works. 

All your ways are grace and truth, 

and you are the Judge of the world. 

 

‘Therefore, Lord, remember me, look on me. 

Do not punish me for my sins 

or for my heedless faults 

or for those of my fathers. 

 

‘For we have sinned against you 

and broken your commandments; 

and you have given us over to be plundered, 

to captivity and death, 

to be the talk, the laughing-stock and scorn 

of all the nations among whom you have dispersed us. 

 

‘Whereas all your decrees are true 

when you deal with me as my faults deserve, 

and those of my fathers, 

since we have neither kept your commandments 

nor walked in truth before you; 

so now, do with me as you will; 

be pleased to take my life from me; 

I desire to be delivered from earth 

and to become earth again. 

For death is better for me than life. 

I have been reviled without a cause 

and I am distressed beyond measure. 

 

 



‘Lord, I wait for the sentence you will give 

to deliver me from this affliction. 

Let me go away to my everlasting home; 

do not turn your face from me, O Lord. 

For it is better to die than still to live 

in the face of trouble that knows no pity; 

I am weary of hearing myself traduced.’ 

 

It chanced on the same day that Sarah the daughter of Raguel, who lived in 

Media at Ecbatana, also heard insults from one of her father’s maids. You 

must know that she had been given in marriage seven times, and that 

Asmodeus, that worst of demons, had killed her bridegrooms one after 

another before ever they had slept with her as man with wife. The servant-

girl said, ‘Yes, you kill your bridegrooms yourself. That makes seven already 

to whom you have been given, and you have not once been in luck yet. Just 

because your bridegrooms have died, that is no reason for punishing us. 

Go and join them, and may we be spared the sight of any child of yours!’ 

That day, she grieved, she sobbed, and went up to her father’s room 

intending to hang herself. But then she thought, ‘Suppose they blamed my 

father! They will say, “You had an only daughter whom you loved, and now 

she has hanged herself for grief.” I cannot cause my father a sorrow which 

would bring down his old age to the dwelling of the dead. I should do better 

not to hang myself, but to beg the Lord to let me die and not live to hear 

any more insults.’ 

 

This time the prayer of each of them found favour before the glory of God, 

and Raphael was sent to bring remedy to them both. He was to take the 

white spots from the eyes of Tobit, so that he might see God’s light with 

his own eyes; and he was to give Sarah, the daughter of Raguel, as bride to 

Tobias son of Tobit, and to rid her of Asmodeus, that worst of demons. 

For it was to Tobias before all other suitors that she belonged by right. 

Tobit was coming back from the courtyard into the house at the same 

moment as Sarah, the daughter of Raguel, was coming down from the upper 

room. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 24(25):2-9 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 

I trust you, let me not be disappointed; 

do not let my enemies triumph. 

Those who hope in you shall not be disappointed, 

but only those who wantonly break faith. 

 

Lord, make me know your ways. 

Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour. 

 

In you I hope all day long 

because of your goodness, O Lord. 

Remember your mercy, Lord, 

and the love you have shown from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth. 

In your love remember me. 

 

The Lord is good and upright. 

He shows the path to those who stray, 

He guides the humble in the right path, 

He teaches his way to the poor. 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Jn17:17 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your word is truth, O Lord: 

consecrate us in the truth. 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 
Jn11:25, 26 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 

whoever believes in me will never die. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Mark 12:18-27 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

 

Some Sadducees – who deny that there is a resurrection – came to him 

and they put this question to him, ‘Master, we have it from Moses in writing, 

if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no child, the man must marry the 

widow to raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven 

brothers. The first married a wife and then died leaving no children. The 

second married the widow, and he too died leaving no children; with the 

third it was the same, and none of the seven left any children. Last of all 

the woman herself died. Now at the resurrection, when they rise again, 

whose wife will she be, since she had been married to all seven?’ 

 

Jesus said to them, ‘Is not the reason why you go wrong, that you 

understand neither the scriptures nor the power of God? For when they 

rise from the dead, men and women do not marry; no, they are like the 

angels in heaven. Now about the dead rising again, have you never read in 

the Book of Moses, in the passage about the Bush, how God spoke to him 

and said: I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob? 

He is God, not of the dead, but of the living. You are very much mistaken.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 
      

  



Memorial of Saint Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs  

Thursday 3 June 2021 
 

First reading        Tobit 6:10-11,7:1,9-14,8:4-9 

A reading from the book of Tobit 
 
 

Raphael and Tobit entered Media and had nearly reached Ecbetana when 

Raphael said to the boy, ‘Brother Tobias.’ ‘Yes?’ he answered. The angel 

went on, ‘Tonight we shall be staying with Raguel, who is a kinsman of 

yours. He has a daughter called Sarah, but apart from Sarah he has no other 

son or daughter.’ As they entered Ecbatana, Tobias said, ‘Brother Azarias, 

take me at once to our brother Raguel’s.’ And he showed him the way to 

the house of Raguel, whom they found sitting beside his courtyard door. 

They greeted him first, and he replied, ‘Welcome and greetings, brothers.’ 

And he took them into his house. He said to his wife Edna, ‘How like my 

brother Tobit this young man is!’ Raguel killed a sheep from the flock, and 

they gave them a warm-hearted welcome. 

 

They washed and bathed and sat down to table. Then Tobias said to 

Raphael, ‘Brother Azarias, will you ask Raguel to give me my sister Sarah?’ 

Raguel overheard the words, and said to the young man, ‘Eat and drink, and 

make the most of your evening; no one else has the right to take my 

daughter Sarah – no one but you, my brother. In any case I, for my own 

part, am not at liberty to give her to anyone else, since you are her next of 

kin. However, my boy, I must be frank with you: I have tried to find a 

husband for her seven times among our kinsmen, and all of them have died 

the first evening, on going to her room. But for the present, my boy, eat 

and drink; the Lord will grant you his grace and peace.’ Tobias spoke out, 

‘I will not hear of eating and drinking till you have come to a decision about 

me.’ Raguel answered, ‘Very well. Since, as prescribed by the Book of 

Moses, she is given to you, heaven itself decrees she shall be yours. I 

therefore entrust your sister to you. From now you are her brother and 

she is your sister. She is given to you from today for ever. The Lord of 

heaven favour you tonight, my child, and grant you his grace and peace.’ 

Raguel called for his daughter Sarah, took her by the hand and gave her to 

Tobias with these words, ‘I entrust her to you; the law and the ruling 

recorded in the Book of Moses assign her to you as your wife. Take her; 

take her home to your father’s house with a good conscience. The God of 

heaven grant you a good journey in peace.’ Then he turned to her mother 

and asked her to fetch him writing paper. He drew up the marriage 



contract, how he gave his daughter as bride to Tobias according to the 

ordinance in the Law of Moses. 

 

After this they began to eat and drink. The parents, meanwhile, had gone 

out and shut the door behind them. Tobias rose from the bed, and said to 

Sarah, ‘Get up, my sister! You and I must pray and petition our Lord to win 

his grace and his protection.’ She stood up, and they began praying for 

protection, and this was how he began: 

 

‘You are blessed, O God of our fathers; 

blessed, too, is your name 

for ever and ever. 

Let the heavens bless you 

and all things you have made 

for evermore. 

 

It was you who created Adam, 

you who created Eve his wife 

to be his help and support; 

and from these two the human race was born. 

It was you who said, 

“It is not good that the man should be alone; 

let us make him a helpmate like himself.” 

And so I do not take my sister 

for any lustful motive; 

I do it in singleness of heart. 

Be kind enough to have pity on her and on me 

and bring us to old age together.’ 

 

And together they said, ‘Amen, Amen’, and lay down for the night. 

 

 
The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 127(128):1-5 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord. 

 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord 

and walk in his ways! 

By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 

You will be happy and prosper. 

 

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 

in the heart of your house; 

your children like shoots of the olive, 

around your table. 

 

Indeed thus shall be blessed 

the man who fears the Lord. 

May the Lord bless you from Zion 

all the days of your life! 

 

 

 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
cf.Jn6:63,68 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life; 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

Or 
 

cf.2Tim1:10 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ abolished death 

and he has proclaimed life through the Good News. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel         Mark 12:28-34 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put a question to him, ‘Which is 

the first of all the commandments?’ Jesus replied, ‘This is the first: Listen, 

Israel, the Lord our God is the one Lord, and you must love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all 

your strength. The second is this: You must love your neighbour as 

yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.’ The scribe said to 

him, ‘Well spoken, Master; what you have said is true: that he is one and 

there is no other. To love him with all your heart, with all your 

understanding and strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself, this is 

far more important than any holocaust or sacrifice.’ Jesus, seeing how 

wisely he had spoken, said, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’ And 

after that no one dared to question him any more. 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 
  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 9 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Friday 4 June 2021 

 

First reading         Tobit 11:5-17 

A reading from the book of Tobit 
 

 

Anna was sitting, watching the road by which her son would come. She was 

sure at once it must be he and said to the father, ‘Here comes your son, 

with his companion.’ 

 

Raphael said to Tobias before he reached his father, ‘I give you my word 

that your father’s eyes will open. You must put the fish’s gall to his eyes; 

the medicine will smart and will draw a filmy white skin off his eyes. And 

your father will be able to see and look on the light.’ 

 

The mother ran forward and threw her arms round her son’s neck. ‘Now 

I can die,’ she said ‘I have seen you again.’ And she wept. Tobit rose to his 

feet and stumbled across the courtyard through the door. Tobias came on 

towards him (he had the fish’s gall in his hand). He blew into his eyes and 

said, steadying him, ‘Take courage, father!’ With this he applied the 

medicine, left it there a while, then with both hands peeled away a filmy 

skin from the corners of his eyes. Then his father fell on his neck and wept. 

He exclaimed, ‘I can see, my son, the light of my eyes!’ And he said: 

 

‘Blessed be God! 

Blessed be his great name! 

Blessed be all his holy angels! 

Blessed be his great name for evermore! 

For he had scourged me 

and now has had pity on me 

and I see my son Tobias.’ 

 

Tobias went into the house, and with a loud voice joyfully blessed God. 

Then he told his father everything: how his journey had been successful and 

he had brought the silver back; how he had married Sarah, the daughter of 

Raguel; how she was following him now, close behind, and could not be far 

from the gates of Nineveh. 

 



Tobit set off to the gates of Nineveh to meet his daughter-in-law, giving 

joyful praise to God as he went. When the people of Nineveh saw him 

walking without a guide and stepping forward as briskly as of old, they were 

astonished. Tobit described to them how God had taken pity on him and 

had opened his eyes. Then Tobit met Sarah, the bride of his son Tobias, 

and blessed her in these words, ‘Welcome, daughter! Blessed be your God 

for sending you to us, my daughter. Blessings on your father, blessings on 

my son Tobias, blessings on yourself, my daughter. Welcome now to your 

own house in joyfulness and in blessedness. Come in, my daughter.’ He 

held a feast that day for all the Jews of Nineveh. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 145(146):2,7-10 

My soul, give praise to the Lord. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

My soul, give praise to the Lord: 

I will praise the Lord all my days, 

make music to my God while I live. 

 

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 

who is just to those who are oppressed. 

It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 

the Lord, who sets prisoners free, 

 

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 

who raises up those who are bowed down, 

the Lord, who protects the stranger 

and upholds the widow and orphan. 

 

It is the Lord who loves the just 

but thwarts the path of the wicked. 

The Lord will reign for ever, 

Zion’s God, from age to age. 

 
 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                             
         cf.Ps18:9 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your words gladden the heart, O Lord, 

they give light to the eyes. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Jn14:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him,  

and we shall come to him. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel          Mark 12:35-37 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

 

At that time while teaching in the Temple, Jesus said, ‘How can the scribes 

maintain that the Christ is the son of David? David himself, moved by the 

Holy Spirit, said: 

 

The Lord said to my Lord: 

Sit at my right hand 

and I will put your enemies 

under your feet. 

 

David himself calls him Lord, in what way then can he be his son?’ And 

the great majority of the people heard this with delight. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Memorial of Saint Boniface, Bishop, Martyr 

Saturday 5 June 2021 

 

First reading         Tobit 12:1,5-15,20 

 

A reading from the book of Tobit 
 

When the feasting was over, Tobit called his son Tobias and said, ‘My son, 

you ought to think about paying the amount due to your fellow traveller; 

give him more than the figure agreed on.’ So Tobias called his companion 

and said, ‘Take half of what you brought back, in payment for all you have 

done, and go in peace.’ 
 

Then Raphael took them both aside and said, ‘Bless God, utter his praise 

before all the living for all the favours he has given you. Bless and extol his 

name. Proclaim before all men the deeds of God as they deserve, and never 

tire of giving him thanks. It is right to keep the secret of a king, yet right to 

reveal and publish the works of God. Thank him worthily. Do what is good, 

and no evil can befall you. 
 

‘Prayer with fasting and alms with right conduct are better than riches with 

iniquity. Better to practise almsgiving than to hoard up gold. Almsgiving 

saves from death and purges every kind of sin. Those who give alms have 

their fill of days; those who commit sin and do evil, bring harm on 

themselves. 
 

‘I am going to tell you the whole truth, hiding nothing from you. I have 

already told you that it is right to keep the secret of a king, yet right too to 

reveal in worthy fashion the works of God. So you must know that when 

you and Sarah were at prayer, it was I who offered your supplications 

before the glory of the Lord and who read them; so too when you were 

burying the dead. When you did not hesitate to get up and leave the table 

to go and bury a dead man, I was sent to test your faith, and at the same 

time God sent me to heal you and your daughter-in-law Sarah. I am 

Raphael, one of the seven angels who stand ever ready to enter the 

presence of the glory of the Lord. 
 

‘Now bless the Lord on earth and give thanks to God. I am about to return 

to him above who sent me.’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Tobit 13:2,6-8 

Blessed be God, who lives for ever. 
 

By turns he punishes and pardons; 

he sends men down to the depths of the underworld 

and draws them up from supreme Destruction; 

no one can escape his hand. 
 

If you return to him 

with all your heart and all your soul, 

behaving honestly towards him, 

then he will return to you 

and hide his face from you no longer. 
 

Consider how well he has treated you; 

loudly give him thanks. 

Bless the Lord of justice 

and extol the King of the ages. 
 

I for my part sing his praise 

in the country of my exile; 

I make his power and greatness known 

to a nation that has sinned. 
 

Sinners, return to him; 

let your conduct be upright before him; 

perhaps he will be gracious to you 

and take pity on you. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
         cf.Lk8:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are those who, with a noble and generous heart, 

take the word of God to themselves 

and yield a harvest through their perseverance. 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 
cf.Jn16:7,13 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

How happy are the poor in spirit: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Mark 12:38-44 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

In his teaching Jesus said, ‘Beware of the scribes who like to walk about in 

long robes, to be greeted obsequiously in the market squares, to take the 

front seats in the synagogues and the places of honour at banquets; these 

are the men who swallow the property of widows, while making a show of 

lengthy prayers. The more severe will be the sentence they receive.’ 

 

He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money 

into the treasury, and many of the rich put in a great deal. A poor widow 

came and put in two small coins, the equivalent of a penny. Then he called 

his disciples and said to them, ‘I tell you solemnly, this poor widow has put 

more in than all who have contributed to the treasury; for they have all put 

in money they had over, but she from the little she had has put in everything 

she possessed, all she had to live on.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


