
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 
 

 

First reading                                               Exodus 24:3-8 

A reading from the book of Exodus 

 

Moses went and told the people all the commands of the Lord and all the 

ordinances. In answer, all the people said with one voice, ‘We will observe 

all the commands that the Lord has decreed.’ Moses put all the commands 

of the Lord into writing, and early next morning he built an altar at the foot 

of the mountain, with twelve standing-stones for the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Then he directed certain young Israelites to offer holocausts and to 

immolate bullocks to the Lord as communion sacrifices. Half of the blood 

Moses took up and put into basins, the other half he cast on the altar. And 

taking the Book of the Covenant he read it to the listening people, and they 

said, ‘We will observe all that the Lord has decreed; we will obey.’ Then 

Moses took the blood and cast it towards the people. This’ he said ‘is the 

blood of the Covenant that the Lord has made with you, containing all 

these rules.’ 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 115(116):12-13,15-18 

The cup of salvation I will raise;  

I will call on the Lord’s name. 

 

How can I repay the Lord 

for his goodness to me? 

The cup of salvation I will raise; 

I will call on the Lord’s name. 

 

O precious in the eyes of the Lord 

is the death of his faithful. 

Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; 

you have loosened my bonds. 

 

A thanksgiving sacrifice I make; 

I will call on the Lord’s name. 

My vows to the Lord I will fulfil 

before all his people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Second reading                 Hebrews 9:11-15 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews  

 

 

Now Christ has come, as the high priest of all the blessings which were to 

come. He has passed through the greater, the more perfect tent, which is 

better than the one made by men’s hands because it is not of this created 

order; and he has entered the sanctuary once and for all, taking with him 

not the blood of goats and bull calves, but his own blood, having won an 

eternal redemption for us. The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a 

heifer are sprinkled on those who have incurred defilement and they 

restore the holiness of their outward lives; how much more effectively the 

blood of Christ, who offered himself as the perfect sacrifice to God through 

the eternal Spirit, can purify our inner self from dead actions so that we do 

our service to the living God. 

 

He brings a new covenant, as the mediator, only so that the people who 

were called to an eternal inheritance may actually receive what was 

promised: his death took place to cancel the sins that infringed the earlier 

covenant. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

[Optional Sequence] 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      Jn6:51 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the living bread which has come down from heaven,  

says the Lord. 

Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever. 

Alleluia!  



Gospel          Mark 14:12-16,22-26 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was 

sacrificed, his disciples said to Jesus, ‘Where do you want us to go and make 

the preparations for you to eat the passover?’ So he sent two of his 

disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the city and you will meet a man carrying 

a pitcher of water. Follow him, and say to the owner of the house which 

he enters, “The Master says: Where is my dining room in which I can eat 

the passover with my disciples?” He will show you a large upper room 

furnished with couches, all prepared. Make the preparations for us there.’ 

The disciples set out and went to the city and found everything as he had 

told them, and prepared the Passover. 

 

And as they were eating he took some bread, and when he had said the 

blessing he broke it and gave it to them. ‘Take it,’ he said ‘this is my body.’ 

Then he took a cup, and when he had returned thanks he gave it to them, 

and all drank from it, and he said to them, ‘This is my blood, the blood of 

the covenant, which is to be poured out for many. I tell you solemnly, I 

shall not drink any more wine until the day I drink the new wine in the 

kingdom of God.’ 

After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of Olives. 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  



MONDAY OF WEEK 10 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Monday 7 June 2021 
 
 

First reading             2 Corinthians 1:1-7 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

From Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and from 

Timothy, one of the brothers, to the church of God at Corinth and to all 

the saints in the whole of Achaia. Grace and peace to you from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, a gentle Father 

and the God of all consolation, who comforts us in all our sorrows, so that 

we can offer others, in their sorrows, the consolation that we have 

received from God ourselves. Indeed, as the sufferings of Christ overflow 

to us, so, through Christ, does our consolation overflow. When we are 

made to suffer, it is for your consolation and salvation. When, instead, we 

are comforted, this should be a consolation to you, supporting you in 

patiently bearing the same sufferings as we bear. And our hope for you is 

confident, since we know that, sharing our sufferings, you will also share 

our consolations. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 33(34):2-9 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 

his praise always on my lips; 

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 

The humble shall hear and be glad. 

 

Glorify the Lord with me. 

Together let us praise his name. 

I sought the Lord and he answered me; 

from all my terrors he set me free. 

 

Look towards him and be radiant; 

let your faces not be abashed. 

This poor man called, the Lord heard him 

and rescued him from all his distress. 

 

The angel of the Lord is encamped 

around those who revere him, to rescue them. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

He is happy who seeks refuge in him. 

 
 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                   cf.2Th2:14 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Through the Good News God called us 

to share the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
Mt5:12a 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Rejoice and be glad: 

your reward will be great in heaven. 

Alleluia!  



Gospel         Matthew 5:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat down and was joined 

by his disciples. Then he began to speak. This is what he taught them: 

 

‘How happy are the poor in spirit; 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Happy the gentle: 

they shall have the earth for their heritage. 

Happy those who mourn: 

they shall be comforted. 

Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: 

they shall be satisfied. 

Happy the merciful: 

they shall have mercy shown them. 

Happy the pure in heart: 

they shall see God. 

Happy the peacemakers: 

they shall be called sons of God. 

Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all 

kinds of calumny against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward will be great in heaven: this is how they persecuted the prophets 

before you.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord   

 

 
     

     

  



TUESDAY OF WEEK 10 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Tuesday 8 June 2021 
 

 

First reading         2 Corinthians 1:18-22 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 

 

I swear by God’s truth, there is no Yes and No about what we say to you. 

The Son of God, the Christ Jesus that we proclaimed among you – I mean 

Silvanus and Timothy and I – was never Yes and No: with him it was always 

Yes, and however many the promises God made, the Yes to them all is in 

him. That is why it is ‘through him’ that we answer Amen to the praise of 

God. Remember it is God himself who assures us all, and you, of our 

standing in Christ, and has anointed us, marking us with his seal and giving 

us the pledge, the Spirit, that we carry in our hearts. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

                         
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 118(119):129-133,135 

Let your face shine on your servant. 

 

Your will is wonderful indeed; 

therefore I obey it. 

The unfolding of your word gives light 

and teaches the simple. 

 

I open my mouth and I sigh 

as I yearn for your commands. 

Turn and show me your mercy; 

show justice to your friends. 

 

Let my steps be guided by your promise; 

let no evil rule me. 

Let your face shine on your servant 

and teach me your decrees. 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                              Ph2:15-16 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You will shine in the world like bright stars 

because you are offering it the word of life. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
Mt5:16  

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your light must shine in the sight of men, 

so that, seeing your good works, 

they may give the praise to your Father in heaven. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 



Gospel         Matthew 5:13-16 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are the salt of the earth. But if salt becomes 

tasteless, what can make it salty again? It is good for nothing, and can only 

be thrown out to be trampled underfoot by men. 

 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot be hidden. 

No one lights a lamp to put it under a tub; they put it on the lamp-stand 

where it shines for everyone in the house. In the same way your light must 

shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your good works, they may give 

the praise to your Father in heaven.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



WEDNESDAY OF WEEK 10 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Wednesday 9 June 2021 
 

 

First reading         2 Corinthians 3:4-11 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 

 

Before God, we are confident of this through Christ: not that we are 

qualified in ourselves to claim anything as our own work: all our 

qualifications come from God. He is the one who has given us the 

qualifications to be the administrators of this new covenant, which is not a 

covenant of written letters but of the Spirit: the written letters bring death, 

but the Spirit gives life. Now if the administering of death, in the written 

letters engraved on stones, was accompanied by such a brightness that the 

Israelites could not bear looking at the face of Moses, though it was a 

brightness that faded, then how much greater will be the brightness that 

surrounds the administering of the Spirit! For if there was any splendour in 

administering condemnation, there must be very much greater splendour 

in administering justification. In fact, compared with this greater splendour, 

the thing that used to have such splendour now seems to have none; and 

if what was so temporary had any splendour, there must be much more in 

what is going to last for ever. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 98(99):5-9 

You are holy, O Lord our God. 

 

Exalt the Lord our God; 

bow down before Zion, his footstool. 

He the Lord is holy. 

 

Among his priests were Aaron and Moses, 

among those who invoked his name was Samuel. 

They invoked the Lord and he answered. 

 

To them he spoke in the pillar of cloud. 

They did his will; they kept the law, 

which he, the Lord, had given. 

 

O Lord our God, you answered them. 

For them you were a God who forgives; 

yet you punished all their offences. 

 

Exalt the Lord our God; 

bow down before his holy mountain 

for the Lord our God is holy. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Ps118:27 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Make me grasp the way of your precepts, 

and I will muse on your wonders. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

Or: 
Ps24:4,5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Teach me your paths, my God, 

make me walk in your truth. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Matthew 5:17-19 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not imagine that I have come to abolish the 

Law or the Prophets. I have come not to abolish but to complete them. I 

tell you solemnly, till heaven and earth disappear, not one dot, not one little 

stroke, shall disappear from the Law until its purpose is achieved. 

Therefore, the man who infringes even one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be considered the 

least in the kingdom of heaven; but the man who keeps them and teaches 

them will be considered great in the kingdom of heaven.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 
      

  



THURSDAY OF WEEK 10 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Thursday 10 June 2021 
 

 

First reading        2 Corinthians 3:15-4:1,3-6 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 
 

 

Even today, whenever Moses is read, the veil is over their minds. It will not 

be removed until they turn to the Lord. Now this Lord is the Spirit, and 

where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we, with our unveiled 

faces reflecting like mirrors the brightness of the Lord, all grow brighter 

and brighter as we are turned into the image that we reflect; this is the 

work of the Lord who is Spirit. 

 

Since we have by an act of mercy been entrusted with this work of 

administration, there is no weakening on our part. If our gospel does not 

penetrate the veil, then the veil is on those who are not on the way to 

salvation; the unbelievers whose minds the god of this world has blinded, 

to stop them seeing the light shed by the Good News of the glory of Christ, 

who is the image of God. For it is not ourselves that we are preaching, but 

Christ Jesus as the Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. It 

is the same God that said, ‘Let there be light shining out of darkness’, who 

has shone in our minds to radiate the light of the knowledge of God’s glory, 

the glory on the face of Christ. 

 

 
The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 84(85):9-14 

The glory of the Lord will dwell in our land. 

 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

a voice that speaks of peace. 

His help is near for those who fear him 

and his glory will dwell in our land. 

 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven. 

 

The Lord will make us prosper 

and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps. 

 

 

 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
cf.1Th2:13 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Accept God’s message for what it really is: 

God’s message, and not some human thinking. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 

Or 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I give you a new commandment: 

love one another just as I have loved you,  

says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel         Matthew 5:20-26 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your virtue goes no deeper than that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never get into the kingdom of heaven. 

 

‘You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not kill; and 

if anyone does kill he must answer for it before the court. But I say this to 

you: anyone who is angry with his brother will answer for it before the 

court; if a man calls his brother “Fool” he will answer for it before the 

Sanhedrin; and if a man calls him “Renegade” he will answer for it in hell 

fire. So then, if you are bringing your offering to the altar and there 

remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering 

there before the altar, go and be reconciled with your brother first, and 

then come back and present your offering. Come to terms with your 

opponent in good time while you are still on the way to the court with him, 

or he may hand you over to the judge and the judge to the officer, and you 

will be thrown into prison. I tell you solemnly, you will not get out till you 

have paid the last penny.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 
  



SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS 

Friday 11 June 2021 

 

First reading         Hosea 11:1,3-4,8-9 

A reading from the prophet Hosea 
 

 

Listen to the word of the Lord: 

 

When Israel was a child I loved him, 

and I called my son out of Egypt. 

I myself taught Ephraim to walk, 

I took them in my arms; 

yet they have not understood that I was the one looking after them. 

I led them with reins of kindness, 

with leading-strings of love. 

I was like someone who lifts an infant close against his cheek; 

stooping down to him I gave him his food. 

Ephraim, how could I part with you? 

Israel, how could I give you up? 

How could I treat you like Admah, 

or deal with you like Zeboiim? 

My heart recoils from it, 

my whole being trembles at the thought. 

I will not give rein to my fierce anger, 

I will not destroy Ephraim again, 

for I am God, not man: 

I am the Holy One in your midst 

and have no wish to destroy. 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Isaiah 12 

With joy you will draw water  

from the wells of salvation. 

 

Truly, God is my salvation, 

I trust, I shall not fear. 

For the Lord is my strength, my song, 

he became my saviour. 

With joy you will draw water 

from the wells of salvation. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! 

Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples! 

Declare the greatness of his name. 

 

Sing a psalm to the Lord 

for he has done glorious deeds; 

make them known to all the earth! 

People of Zion, sing and shout for joy, 

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

 

  



Second reading        Ephesians 3:8-12,14-19 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

I, Paul, who am less than the least of all the saints have been entrusted with 

this special grace, not only of proclaiming to the pagans the infinite treasure 

of Christ but also of explaining how the mystery is to be dispensed. 

Through all the ages, this has been kept hidden in God, the creator of 

everything. Why? So that the Sovereignties and Powers should learn only 

now, through the Church, how comprehensive God’s wisdom really is, 

exactly according to the plan which he had had from all eternity in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. This is why we are bold enough to approach God in 

complete confidence, through our faith in him. 

 

This, then, is what I pray, kneeling before the Father, from whom every 

family, whether spiritual or natural, takes its name: 

 

Out of his infinite glory, may he give you the power through his Spirit for 

your hidden self to grow strong, so that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith, and then, planted in love and built on love, you will with all 

the saints have strength to grasp the breadth and the length, the height and 

the depth; until, knowing the love of Christ, which is beyond all knowledge, 

you are filled with the utter fullness of God. 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                             
Mt11:29 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, 

for I am gentle and humble in heart. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
         1Jn4:10 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

This is the love I mean: 

God’s love for us when he sent his Son 

to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away. 

Alleluia! 
 



Gospel          John 19:31-37 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

It was Preparation Day, and to prevent the bodies remaining on the cross 

during the sabbath – since that sabbath was a day of special solemnity – the 

Jews asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken away. 

Consequently the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man who 

had been crucified with him and then of the other. When they came to 

Jesus, they found he was already dead, and so instead of breaking his legs 

one of the soldiers pierced his side with a lance; and immediately there 

came out blood and water. This is the evidence of one who saw it – 

trustworthy evidence, and he knows he speaks the truth – and he gives it 

so that you may believe as well. Because all this happened to fulfil the words 

of scripture: 

 

Not one bone of his will be broken; 

 

and again, in another place scripture says: 

 

They will look on the one whom they have pierced. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday 12 June 2021 

 

 

First reading         2 Corinthians 5:14-21 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 

The love of Christ overwhelms us when we reflect that if one man has died 

for all, then all men should be dead; and the reason he died for all was so 

that living men should live no longer for themselves, but for him who died 

and was raised to life for them. 

 

From now onwards, therefore, we do not judge anyone by the standards 

of the flesh. Even if we did once know Christ in the flesh, that is not how 

we know him now. And for anyone who is in Christ, there is a new 

creation; the old creation has gone, and now the new one is here. It is all 

God’s work. It was God who reconciled us to himself through Christ and 

gave us the work of handing on this reconciliation. In other words, God in 

Christ was reconciling the world to himself, not holding men’s faults against 

them, and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. So we 

are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God were appealing through us, 

and the appeal that we make in Christ’s name is: be reconciled to God. For 

our sake God made the sinless one into sin, so that in him we might become 

the goodness of God. 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 102(103):1-4,9-12 

The Lord is compassion and love. 

 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

all my being, bless his holy name. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

and never forget all his blessings. 

 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 

who heals every one of your ills, 

who redeems your life from the grave, 

who crowns you with love and compassion. 

 

His wrath will come to an end; 

he will not be angry for ever. 

He does not treat us according to our sins 

nor repay us according to our faults. 

 

For as the heavens are high above the earth 

so strong is his love for those who fear him. 

As far as the east is from the west 

so far does he remove our sins. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
         cf.Lk2:19 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed is the Virgin Mary, 

who treasured the word of God 

and pondered it in her heart. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

  



Gospel         Luke 2:41-51 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the 

Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up for the feast as 

usual. When they were on their way home after the feast, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it. They assumed 

he was with the caravan, and it was only after a day’s journey that they 

went to look for him among their relations and acquaintances. When they 

failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere. 

 

Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting among the doctors, 

listening to them, and asking them questions; and all those who heard him 

were astounded at his intelligence and his replies. They were overcome 

when they saw him, and his mother said to him, ‘My child, why have you 

done this to us? See how worried your father and I have been, looking for 

you.’ ‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you not know that I 

must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’ But they did not understand what 

he meant. 

 

He then went down with them and came to Nazareth and lived under their 

authority. His mother stored up all these things in her heart. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


