
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First reading                                              Ezekiel 17:22-24 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

 

 

The Lord says this: 

 

‘From the top of the cedar, 

from the highest branch I will take a shoot 

and plant it myself on a very high mountain. 

I will plant it on the high mountain of Israel. 

It will sprout branches and bear fruit, 

and become a noble cedar. 

Every kind of bird will live beneath it, 

every winged creature rest in the shade of its branches. 

And every tree of the field will learn that I, the Lord, am the one 

who stunts tall trees and makes the low ones grow, 

who withers green trees and makes the withered green. 

I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 91(92):2-3,13-16 

It is good to give you thanks, O Lord. 

 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

to make music to your name, O Most High, 

to proclaim your love in the morning 

and your truth in the watches of the night. 

 

The just will flourish like the palm tree 

and grow like a Lebanon cedar. 

 

Planted in the house of the Lord 

they will flourish in the courts of our God, 

still bearing fruit when they are old, 

still full of sap, still green, 

to proclaim that the Lord is just. 

In him, my rock, there is no wrong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading               2 Corinthians 5:6-10 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

 

We are always full of confidence when we remember that to live in the 

body means to be exiled from the Lord, going as we do by faith and not by 

sight – we are full of confidence, I say, and actually want to be exiled from 

the body and make our home with the Lord. Whether we are living in the 

body or exiled from it, we are intent on pleasing him. For all the truth about 

us will be brought out in the law court of Christ, and each of us will get 

what he deserves for the things he did in the body, good or bad. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      Jn15:15 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I call you friends, says the Lord, 

because I have made known to you 

everything I have learnt from my Father. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 

          

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The seed is the word of God, Christ the sower; 

whoever finds this seed will remain for ever. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Gospel          Mark 4:26-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

Jesus said to the crowds: ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man 

throws seed on the land. Night and day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, 

the seed is sprouting and growing; how, he does not know. Of its own 

accord the land produces first the shoot, then the ear, then the full grain in 

the ear. And when the crop is ready, he loses no time: he starts to reap 

because the harvest has come.’ 

 

He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of God is like? What parable 

can we find for it? It is like a mustard seed which at the time of its sowing 

in the soil is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it 

grows into the biggest shrub of them all and puts out big branches so that 

the birds of the air can shelter in its shade.’ 

 

Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to them, so far as they 

were capable of understanding it. He would not speak to them except in 

parables, but he explained everything to his disciples when they were alone. 

 

 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



MONDAY OF WEEK 11 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Monday 14 June 2021 

 
First reading         2 Corinthians 6:1-10 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 

 

As God’s fellow workers, we beg you once again not to neglect the grace 

of God that you have received. For he says: At the favourable time, I have 

listened to you; on the day of salvation I came to your help. Well, now is 

the favourable time; this is the day of salvation. 

 

We do nothing that people might object to, so as not to bring discredit on 

our function as God’s servants. Instead, we prove we are servants of God 

by great fortitude in times of suffering: in times of hardship and distress; 

when we are flogged, or sent to prison, or mobbed; labouring, sleepless, 

starving. We prove we are God’s servants by our purity, knowledge, 

patience and kindness; by a spirit of holiness, by a love free from affectation; 

by the word of truth and by the power of God; by being armed with the 

weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left, prepared for 

honour or disgrace, for blame or praise; taken for impostors while we are 

genuine; obscure yet famous; said to be dying and here are we alive; 

rumoured to be executed before we are sentenced; thought most 

miserable and yet we are always rejoicing; taken for paupers though we 

make others rich, for people having nothing though we have everything. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 97(98):1-4 

The Lord has made known his salvation. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation. 

 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 

has shown his justice to the nations. 

He has remembered his truth and love 

for the house of Israel. 

 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, 

ring out your joy. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                                   Jn14:23 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him,  

and we shall come to him. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or: 

 
Ps118:105 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your word is a lamp for my steps 

and a light for my path. 

Alleluia! 
 

 
 

  



Gospel         Matthew 5:38-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how it was said: Eye for eye and 

tooth for tooth. But I say this to you: offer the wicked man no resistance. 

On the contrary, if anyone hits you on the right cheek, offer him the other 

as well; if a man takes you to law and would have your tunic, let him have 

your cloak as well. And if anyone orders you to go one mile, go two miles 

with him. Give to anyone who asks, and if anyone wants to borrow, do not 

turn away.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



TUESDAY OF WEEK 11 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Tuesday 15 June 2021 
 

First reading         2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 

Here, brothers, is the news of the grace of God which was given in the churches 

in Macedonia; and of how, throughout great trials by suffering, their constant 

cheerfulness and their intense poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 

generosity. I can swear that they gave not only as much as they could afford, but 

far more, and quite spontaneously, begging and begging us for the favour of 

sharing in this service to the saints and, what was quite unexpected, they offered 

their own selves first to God and, under God, to us. 

 

Because of this, we have asked Titus, since he has already made a beginning, to 

bring this work of mercy to the same point of success among you. You always 

have the most of everything – of faith, of eloquence, of understanding, of 

keenness for any cause, and the biggest share of our affection – so we expect 

you to put the most into this work of mercy too. It is not an order that I am 

giving you; I am just testing the genuineness of your love against the keenness of 

others. Remember how generous the Lord Jesus was: he was rich, but he 

became poor for your sake, to make you rich out of his poverty. 

 

 
 

The word of the Lord 

                         
 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 145(146):2,5-9 

My soul, give praise to the Lord. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

I will praise the Lord all my days, 

make music to my God while I live. 

 

He is happy who is helped by Jacob’s God, 

whose hope is in the Lord his God, 

who alone made heaven and earth, 

the seas and all they contain. 

 

It is he who keeps faith for ever, 

who is just to those who are oppressed. 

It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 

the Lord, who sets prisoners free. 

 

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 

who raises up those who are bowed down, 

the Lord, who protects the stranger 

and upholds the widow and orphan. 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                                   2Co5:19 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, 

and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 

Or: 
Jn13:34   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I give you a new commandment: 

love one another just as I have loved you,  

says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Matthew 5:43-48 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how it was said: You must love 

your neighbour and hate your enemy. But I say this to you: love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you; in this way you will be sons 

of your Father in heaven, for he causes his sun to rise on bad men as well 

as good, and his rain to fall on honest and dishonest men alike. For if you 

love those who love you, what right have you to claim any credit? Even the 

tax collectors do as much, do they not? And if you save your greetings for 

your brothers, are you doing anything exceptional? Even the pagans do as 

much, do they not? You must therefore be perfect just as your heavenly 

Father is perfect.’ 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



WEDNESDAY OF WEEK 11 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Wednesday 16 June 2021 
 

First reading         2 Corinthians 9:6-11 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 

 

Do not forget: thin sowing means thin reaping; the more you sow, the more 

you reap. Each one should give what he has decided in his own mind, not 

grudgingly or because he is made to, for God loves a cheerful giver. And 

there is no limit to the blessings which God can send you – he will make 

sure that you will always have all you need for yourselves in every possible 

circumstance, and still have something to spare for all sorts of good works. 

As scripture says: He was free in almsgiving, and gave to the poor: his good 

deeds will never be forgotten. 

 

The one who provides seed for the sower and bread for food will provide 

you with all the seed you want and make the harvest of your good deeds a 

larger one, and, made richer in every way, you will be able to do all the 

generous things which, through us, are the cause of thanksgiving to God. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 111(112):1-4,9 

 

Happy the man who fears the Lord. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Happy the man who fears the Lord, 

who takes delight in all his commands. 

His sons will be powerful on earth; 

the children of the upright are blessed. 

 

Riches and wealth are in his house; 

his justice stands firm for ever. 

He is a light in the darkness for the upright: 

he is generous, merciful and just. 

 

Open-handed, he gives to the poor; 

his justice stands firm for ever. 

His head will be raised in glory. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation       

cf.Col3:16a,17 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, 

find a home with you; 

through him give thanks to God the Father. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
         Jn14:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him,  

and we shall come to him. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Matthew 6:1-6,16-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus said to his disciples:  

 

‘Be careful not to parade your good deeds before men to attract their 

notice; by doing this you will lose all reward from your Father in heaven. 

So when you give alms, do not have it trumpeted before you; this is what 

the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets to win men’s 

admiration. I tell you solemnly, they have had their reward. But when you 

give alms, your left hand must not know what your right is doing; your 

almsgiving must be secret, and your Father who sees all that is done in 

secret will reward you. 

 

‘And when you pray, do not imitate the hypocrites: they love to say their 

prayers standing up in the synagogues and at the street corners for people 

to see them; I tell you solemnly, they have had their reward. But when you 

pray, go to your private room and, when you have shut your door, pray to 

your Father who is in that secret place, and your Father who sees all that 

is done in secret will reward you. 

 

‘When you fast do not put on a gloomy look as the hypocrites do: they pull 

long faces to let men know they are fasting. I tell you solemnly, they have 

had their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your 

face, so that no one will know you are fasting except your Father who sees 

all that is done in secret; and your Father who sees all that is done in secret 

will reward you.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



THURSDAY OF WEEK 11 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Thursday 17 June 2021 
 

 
First reading           2 Corinthians 11:1-11 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

I only wish you were able to tolerate a little foolishness from me. But of 

course: you are tolerant towards me. You see, the jealousy that I feel for 

you is God’s own jealousy: I arranged for you to marry Christ so that I 

might give you away as a chaste virgin to this one husband. But the serpent, 

with his cunning, seduced Eve, and I am afraid that in the same way your 

ideas may get corrupted and turned away from simple devotion to Christ. 

Because any new-comer has only to proclaim a new Jesus, different from 

the one that we preached, or you have only to receive a new spirit, different 

from the one you have already received, or a new gospel, different from 

the one you have already accepted – and you welcome it with open arms. 

As far as I can tell, these arch-apostles have nothing more than I have. I may 

not be a polished speechmaker, but as for knowledge, that is a different 

matter; surely we have made this plain, speaking on every subject in front 

of all of you. 

 

Or was I wrong, lowering myself so as to lift you high, by preaching the 

gospel of God to you and taking no fee for it? I was robbing other churches, 

living on them so that I could serve you. When I was with you and ran out 

of money, I was no burden to anyone; the brothers who came from 

Macedonia provided me with everything I wanted. I was very careful, and I 

always shall be, not to be a burden to you in any way, and by Christ’s truth 

in me, this cause of boasting will never be taken from me in the regions of 

Achaia. Would I do that if I did not love you? God knows I do. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 110(111):1-4,7-8 

Your works, Lord, are justice and truth. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

I will thank the Lord with all my heart 

in the meeting of the just and their assembly. 

Great are the works of the Lord, 

to be pondered by all who love them. 

 

Majestic and glorious his work, 

his justice stands firm for ever. 

He makes us remember his wonders. 

The Lord is compassion and love. 

 

His works are justice and truth, 

his precepts are all of them sure, 

standing firm for ever and ever; 

they are made in uprightness and truth. 

 

 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation     1S3:9,Jn6:68 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

Or:        Rm8:15 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The spirit you received is the spirit of sons, 

and it makes us cry out, ‘Abba, Father!’ 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

 



Gospel         Matthew 6:7-15 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In your prayers do not babble as the pagans do, 

for they think that by using many words they will make themselves heard. 

Do not be like them; your Father knows what you need before you ask 

him. So you should pray like this: 

 

‘Our Father in heaven, 

may your name be held holy, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we have forgiven those who are in debt 

to us. 

And do not put us to the test, 

but save us from the evil one. 

 

‘Yes, if you forgive others their failings, your heavenly Father will forgive 

you yours; but if you do not forgive others, your Father will not forgive 

your failings either.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 11 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Friday 18 June 2021 
 

First reading         2 Corinthians 11:18,21-30 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

 

So many others have been boasting of their worldly achievements, that I 

will boast myself. But if anyone wants some brazen speaking – I am still 

talking as a fool – then I can be as brazen as any of them, and about the 

same things. Hebrews, are they? So am I. Israelites? So am I. Descendants 

of Abraham? So am I. The servants of Christ? I must be mad to say this, but 

so am I, and more than they: more, because I have worked harder, I have 

been sent to prison more often, and whipped many times more, often 

almost to death. Five times I had the thirty-nine lashes from the Jews; three 

times I have been beaten with sticks; once I was stoned; three times I have 

been shipwrecked and once adrift in the open sea for a night and a day. 

Constantly travelling, I have been in danger from rivers and in danger from 

brigands, in danger from my own people and in danger from pagans; in 

danger in the towns, in danger in the open country, danger at sea and 

danger from so-called brothers. I have worked and laboured, often without 

sleep; I have been hungry and thirsty and often starving; I have been in the 

cold without clothes. And, to leave out much more, there is my daily 

preoccupation: my anxiety for all the churches. When any man has had 

scruples, I have had scruples with him; when any man is made to fall, I am 

tortured. 

 

If I am to boast, then let me boast of my own feebleness. 

 
 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 33(34):2-7 

The Lord rescues the just 

in all their distress. 

 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 

his praise always on my lips; 

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 

The humble shall hear and be glad. 

 

Glorify the Lord with me. 

Together let us praise his name. 

I sought the Lord and he answered me; 

from all my terrors he set me free. 

 

Look towards him and be radiant; 

let your faces not be abashed. 

This poor man called, the Lord heard him 

and rescued him from all his distress. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     Jn8:12 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

anyone who follows me will have the light of life. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
Mt5:3 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

How happy are the poor in spirit: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
  



Gospel         Matthew 6:19-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not store up treasures for yourselves on 

earth, where moths and woodworms destroy them and thieves can break 

in and steal. But store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where neither 

moth nor woodworms destroy them and thieves cannot break in and steal.  

 

‘The lamp of the body is the eye. It follows that if your eye is sound, your 

whole body will be filled with light. But if your eye is diseased, your whole 

body will be all darkness. If then, the light inside you is darkness, what 

darkness that will be!’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



SATURDAY OF WEEK 11 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Saturday 19 June 2021 
 

First reading         2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

Must I go on boasting, though there is nothing to be gained by it? But I will 

move on to the visions and revelations I have had from the Lord. I know a 

man in Christ who, fourteen years ago, was caught up – whether still in the 

body or out of the body, I do not know; God knows – right into the third 

heaven. I do know, however, that this same person – whether in the body 

or out of the body, I do not know; God knows – was caught up into 

paradise and heard things which must not and cannot be put into human 

language. I will boast about a man like that, but not about anything of my 

own except my weaknesses. If I should decide to boast, I should not be 

made to look foolish, because I should only be speaking the truth; but I am 

not going to, in case anyone should begin to think I am better than he can 

actually see and hear me to be. 

 

In view of the extraordinary nature of these revelations, to stop me from 

getting too proud I was given a thorn in the flesh, an angel of Satan to beat 

me and stop me from getting too proud! About this thing, I have pleaded 

with the Lord three times for it to leave me, but he has said, ‘My grace is 

enough for you: my power is at its best in weakness.’ So I shall be very 

happy to make my weaknesses my special boast so that the power of Christ 

may stay over me, and that is why I am quite content with my weaknesses, 

and with insults, hardships, persecutions, and the agonies I go through for 

Christ’s sake. For it is when I am weak that I am strong. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 33(34):8-13 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

The angel of the Lord is encamped 

around those who revere him, to rescue them. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

He is happy who seeks refuge in him. 

 

Revere the Lord, you his saints. 

They lack nothing, those who revere him. 

Strong lions suffer want and go hungry 

but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing. 

 

Come, children, and hear me 

that I may teach you the fear of the Lord. 

Who is he who longs for life 

and many days, to enjoy his prosperity? 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     
Mt4:4 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Man does not live on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
       2Co8:9 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus Christ was rich, 

but he became poor for your sake, 

to make you rich out of his poverty. 

Alleluia! 
  



Gospel         Matthew 6:24-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘No one can be the slave of two masters: he will 

either hate the first and love the second, or treat the first with respect and 

the second with scorn. You cannot be the slave both of God and of money. 

 

‘That is why I am telling you not to worry about your life and what you are 

to eat, nor about your body and how you are to clothe it. Surely life means 

more than food, and the body more than clothing! Look at the birds in the 

sky. They do not sow or reap or gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they are? Can any of you, 

for all his worrying, add one single cubit to his span of life? And why worry 

about clothing? Think of the flowers growing in the fields; they never have 

to work or spin; yet I assure you that not even Solomon in all his regalia 

was robed like one of these. Now if that is how God clothes the grass in 

the field which is there today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, will 

he not much more look after you, you men of little faith? So do not worry; 

do not say, “What are we to eat? What are we to drink? How are we to 

be clothed?” It is the pagans who set their hearts on all these things. Your 

heavenly Father knows you need them all. Set your hearts on his kingdom 

first, and on his righteousness, and all these other things will be given you 

as well. So do not worry about tomorrow: tomorrow will take care of 

itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 


