
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First reading                                             Job 38:1,8-11 

A reading from the book of Job 

 

From the heart of the tempest the Lord gave Job his answer. He said: 

 

Who pent up the sea behind closed doors 

when it leapt tumultuous out of the womb, 

when I wrapped it in a robe of mist 

and made black clouds its swaddling bands; 

when I marked the bounds it was not to cross 

and made it fast with a bolted gate? 

Come thus far, I said, and no farther: 

here your proud waves shall break. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 106(107):23-26,28-31 

O give thanks to the Lord,  

for his love endures for ever. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Some sailed to the sea in ships 

to trade on the mighty waters. 

These men have seen the Lord’s deeds, 

the wonders he does in the deep. 

 

For he spoke; he summoned the gale, 

tossing the waves of the sea 

up to heaven and back into the deep; 

their souls melted away in their distress. 

 

Then they cried to the Lord in their need 

and he rescued them from their distress. 

He stilled the storm to a whisper: 

all the waves of the sea were hushed. 

 

They rejoiced because of the calm 

and he led them to the haven they desired. 

Let them thank the Lord for his love, 

for the wonders he does for men. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading               2 Corinthians 5:14-17 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

 

The love of Christ overwhelms us when we reflect that if one man has died 

for all, then all men should be dead; and the reason he died for all was so 

that living men should live no longer for themselves, but for him who died 

and was raised to life for them. 

 

From now onwards, therefore, we do not judge anyone by the standards 

of the flesh. Even if we did once know Christ in the flesh, that is not how 

we know him now. And for anyone who is in Christ, there is a new 

creation; the old creation has gone, and now the new one is here. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation       
cf.Ep1:17,18 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

enlighten the eyes of our mind, 

so that we can see what hope his call holds for us. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

Or 
 

Lk7:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A great prophet has appeared among us; 

God has visited his people. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel          Mark 4:35-41 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

 

With the coming of evening, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let us cross over 

to the other side.’ And leaving the crowd behind they took him, just as he 

was, in the boat; and there were other boats with him. Then it began to 

blow a gale and the waves were breaking into the boat so that it was almost 

swamped. But he was in the stern, his head on the cushion, asleep. They 

woke him and said to him, ‘Master, do you not care? We are going down!’ 

And he woke up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, ‘Quiet now! Be 

calm!’ And the wind dropped, and all was calm again. Then he said to them, 

‘Why are you so frightened? How is it that you have no faith?’ They were 

filled with awe and said to one another, ‘Who can this be? Even the wind 

and the sea obey him.’ 

 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



Memorial of Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 

Monday 21 June  2021 

 
First reading         Genesis 12:1-9 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

 

The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your family and your father’s 

house, for the land I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will 

bless you and make your name so famous that it will be used as a blessing. 

 

‘I will bless those who bless you: 

I will curse those who slight you. 

All the tribes of the earth 

shall bless themselves by you.’ 

 

So Abram went as the Lord told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 

seventy-five years old when he left Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai, his 

nephew Lot, all the possessions they had amassed and the people they had 

acquired in Haran. They set off for the land of Canaan, and arrived there. 

 

Abram passed through the land as far as Shechem’s holy place, the Oak of 

Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. The Lord appeared 

to Abram and said, ‘It is to your descendants that I will give this land.’ So 

Abram built there an altar for the Lord who had appeared to him. From 

there he moved on to the mountainous district east of Bethel, where he 

pitched his tent, with Bethel to the west and Ai to the east. There he built 

an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. Then Abram made 

his way stage by stage to the Negeb. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 32(33):12-13,18-20,22 

Happy the people the Lord has chosen as his own. 

 

They are happy, whose God is the Lord, 

the people he has chosen as his own. 

From the heavens the Lord looks forth, 

he sees all the children of men. 

 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, 

on those who hope in his love, 

to rescue their souls from death, 

to keep them alive in famine. 

 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 

The Lord is our help and our shield. 

May your love be upon us, O Lord, 

as we place all our hope in you. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                                 

Jn17:17 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your word is truth, O Lord: 

consecrate us in the truth. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or 

 
Heb4:12 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The word of God is something alive and active: 

it can judge secret emotions and thoughts. 

Alleluia! 

 
 



Gospel         Matthew 7:1-5 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; because 

the judgements you give are the judgements you will get, and the amount 

you measure out is the amount you will be given. Why do you observe the 

splinter in your brother’s eye and never notice the plank in your own? How 

dare you say to your brother, “Let me take the splinter out of your eye,” 

when all the time there is a plank in your own? Hypocrite! Take the plank 

out of your own eye first, and then you will see clearly enough to take the 

splinter out of your brother’s eye.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



FEAST OF SAINTS JOHN FISHER, BISHOP,  

AND THOMAS MORE, MARTYRS 

Tuesday 22 June 2021 

 
First reading         2 Maccabees 6:18,21,24-31 
A reading from the second book of Maccabees 

 

Eleazar, one of the foremost teachers of the Law, a man already advanced 

in years and of most noble appearance, was being forced to open his mouth 

wide to swallow pig’s flesh. Those in charge of the impious banquet, 

because of their long-standing friendship with him, took him aside and 

privately urged him to have meat brought of a kind he could properly use, 

prepared by himself, and only pretend to eat the portions of sacrificial meat 

as prescribed by the king. ‘Such pretence’ he said ‘does not square with our 

time of life; many young people would suppose that Eleazar at the age of 

ninety had conformed to the foreigners’ way of life, and because I had 

played this part for the sake of a paltry brief spell of life might themselves 

be led astray on my account; I should only bring defilement and disgrace on 

my old age. Even though for the moment I avoid execution by man, I can 

never, living or dead, elude the grasp of the Almighty. Therefore if I am man 

enough to quit this life here and now I shall prove myself worthy of my old 

age, and I shall have left the young a noble example of how to make a good 

death, eagerly and generously, for the venerable and holy laws.’ 

 

With these words he went straight to the block. His escorts, so recently 

well disposed towards him, turned against him after this declaration, which 

they regarded as sheer madness. Just before he died under the blows, he 

groaned aloud and said, ‘The Lord whose knowledge is holy sees clearly 

that, though I might have escaped death, whatever agonies of body I now 

endure under this bludgeoning, in my soul I am glad to suffer, because of 

the awe which he inspires in me.’ 

 

This was how he died, leaving his death as an example of nobility and a 

record of virtue not only for the young but for the great majority of the 

nation. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 30(31):2,6,12-13,15-17,25 

Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 

 

In you, O Lord, I take refuge. 

Let me never be put to shame. 

In your justice, set me free, 

Into your hands I commend my spirit. 

It is you who will redeem me, Lord. 

 

You who have seen my affliction, 

and taken heed of my soul’s distress, 

have not handed me over to the enemy, 

but set my feet at large. 

 

But as for me, I trust in you, Lord; 

I say: ‘You are my God. 

My life is in your hands, deliver me 

from the hands of those who hate me. 

 

Let your face shine on your servant. 

Save me in your love.’ 

Be strong, let your heart take courage, 

all who hope in the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      

Jm1:12 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy the man who stands firm when trials come. 

He has proved himself, 

and will win the crown of life. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 



Gospel         Matthew 24:4-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Take care that no one deceives you; because 

many will come using my name and saying, “I am the Christ,” and they will 

deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumours of wars; do not be 

alarmed, for this is something that must happen, but the end will not be 

yet. For nation will fight against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There 

will be famines and earthquakes here and there. All this is only the beginning 

of the birth-pangs. 

 

‘Then they will hand you over to be tortured and put to death; and you will 

be hated by all the nations on account of my name. And then many will fall 

away; men will betray one another and hate one another. Many false 

prophets will arise; they will deceive many, and with the increase of 

lawlessness, love in most men will grow cold; but the man who stands firm 

to the end will be saved.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



WEDNESDAY OF WEEK 12 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Wednesday 23 June 2021 

 

First reading         Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

 

It happened that the word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a vision, 

‘Have no fear, Abram, I am your shield; your reward will be very great.’ 

 

‘My Lord,’ Abram replied ‘what do you intend to give me? I go childless…’. 

Then Abram said, ‘See, you have given me no descendants; some man of 

my household will be my heir.’ And then this word of the Lord was spoken 

to him, ‘He shall not be your heir; your heir shall be of your own flesh and 

blood.’ Then taking him outside he said, ‘Look up to heaven and count the 

stars if you can. Such will be your descendants’ he told him. Abram put his 

faith in the Lord, who counted this as making him justified. 

 

‘I am the Lord’ he said to him ‘who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldaeans 

to make you heir to this land.’ ‘My Lord,’ Abram replied ‘how am I to know 

that I shall inherit it?’ He said to him, ‘Get me a three-year-old heifer, a 

three-year-old goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove and a young pigeon.’ 

He brought him all these, cut them in half and put half on one side and half 

facing it on the other; but the birds he did not cut in half. Birds of prey 

came down on the carcases but Abram drove them off. 

 

Now as the sun was setting Abram fell into a deep sleep, and terror seized 

him. When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, there appeared a 

smoking furnace and a firebrand that went between the halves. That day 

the Lord made a Covenant with Abram in these terms: 

 

‘To your descendants I give this land, 

from the wadi of Egypt to the Great River, 

the river Euphrates.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 104(105):1-4,6-9 

The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name, 

make known his deeds among the peoples. 

O sing to him, sing his praise; 

tell all his wonderful works! 

 

Be proud of his holy name, 

let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice. 

Consider the Lord and his strength; 

constantly seek his face. 

 

O children of Abraham, his servant, 

O sons of the Jacob he chose. 

He, the Lord, is our God: 

his judgements prevail in all the earth. 

 

He remembers his covenant for ever, 

his promise for a thousand generations, 

the covenant he made with Abraham, 

the oath he swore to Isaac. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
Ps118:18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Because of your love give me life, 

and I will do your will. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or 
Jn15:4,5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Make your home in me, as I make mine in you, 

says the Lord; 

whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Matthew 7:15-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Beware of false prophets who come to you 

disguised as sheep but underneath are ravenous wolves. You will be able 

to tell them by their fruits. Can people pick grapes from thorns, or figs 

from thistles? In the same way, a sound tree produces good fruit but a 

rotten tree bad fruit. A sound tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor a rotten tree 

bear good fruit. Any tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down and 

thrown on the fire. I repeat, you will be able to tell them by their fruits.’ 
 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Thursday 24 June 2021 

 

[VIGIL MASS] 
 

 
First reading            Jeremiah 1:4-10 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

 
In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord was addressed to me, saying, 

 

‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 

before you came to birth I consecrated you; 

I have appointed you as prophet to the nations.’ 

 

I said, ‘Ah, Lord; look, I do not know how to speak: I am a child!’ But the Lord 

replied, 

 

‘Do not say, “I am a child.” 

Go now to those to whom I send you 

and, say whatever I command you. 

Do not be afraid of them, 

for I am with you to protect you – 

it is the Lord who speaks!’ 

 

Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me: 

 

‘There! I am putting my words into your mouth. 

Look, today I am setting you 

over nations and over kingdoms, 

to tear up and to knock down, 

to destroy and to overthrow, 

to build and to plant.’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 70(71):1-6,15,17 

From my mother’s womb you have been my help. 

 

In you, O Lord, I take refuge; 

let me never be put to shame. 

In your justice rescue me, free me: 

pay heed to me and save me. 

 

Be a rock where I can take refuge, 

a mighty stronghold to save me; 

for you are my rock, my stronghold. 

Free me from the hand of the wicked. 

 

It is you, O Lord, who are my hope, 

my trust, O Lord, since my youth. 

On you I have leaned from my birth, 

from my mother’s womb you have been my help. 

 

My lips will tell of your justice 

and day by day of your help. 

O God, you have taught me from my youth 

and I proclaim your wonders still. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Second reading            1 Peter 1:8-12 

A reading from the first letter of St Peter 
 

You did not see Jesus Christ, yet you love him; and still without seeing him, 

you are already filled with a joy so glorious that it cannot be described, 

because you believe; and you are sure of the end to which your faith looks 

forward, that is, the salvation of your souls. 

 

It was this salvation that the prophets were looking and searching so hard 

for; their prophecies were about the grace which was to come to you. The 

Spirit of Christ which was in them foretold the sufferings of Christ and the 

glories that would come after them, and they tried to find out at what time 

and in what circumstances all this was to be expected. It was revealed to 

them that the news they brought of all the things which have now been 

announced to you, by those who preached to you the Good News through 

the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, was for you and not for themselves. Even 

the angels long to catch a glimpse of these things. 
 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
Jn1:7;Lk1:17 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

He came as a witness, 

as a witness to speak for the light, 

preparing for the Lord a people fit for him. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 1:5-17 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

In the days of King Herod of Judaea there lived a priest called Zechariah 

who belonged to the Abijah section of the priesthood, and he had a wife, 

Elizabeth by name, who was a descendant of Aaron. Both were worthy in 

the sight of God, and scrupulously observed all the commandments and 

observances of the Lord. But they were childless: Elizabeth was barren and 

they were both getting on in years. 

 

Now it was the turn of Zechariah’s section to serve, and he was exercising 

his priestly office before God when it fell to him by lot, as the ritual custom 

was, to enter the Lord’s sanctuary and burn incense there. And at the hour 

of incense the whole congregation was outside, praying. 

 

Then there appeared to him the angel of the Lord, standing on the right of 

the altar of incense. The sight disturbed Zechariah and he was overcome 

with fear. But the angel said to him, ‘Zechariah, do not be afraid, your 

prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth is to bear you a son and you 

must name him John. He will be your joy and delight and many will rejoice 

at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord; he must drink no 

wine, no strong drink. Even from his mother’s womb he will be filled with 

the Holy Spirit, and he will bring back many of the sons of Israel to the Lord 

their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah, he will go before him to 

turn the hearts of fathers towards their children and the disobedient back 

to the wisdom that the virtuous have, preparing for the Lord a people fit 

for him.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Thursday 24 June 2021 

 

[MASS DURING THE DAY] 
 

 
First reading            Isaiah 49:1-6 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 
Islands, listen to me, 

pay attention, remotest peoples. 

The Lord called me before I was born, 

from my mother’s womb he pronounced my name. 

 

He made my mouth a sharp sword, 

and hid me in the shadow of his hand. 

He made me into a sharpened arrow, 

and concealed me in his quiver. 

 

He said to me, ‘You are my servant (Israel) 

in whom I shall be glorified’; 

while I was thinking, ‘I have toiled in vain, 

I have exhausted myself for nothing’; 

 

and all the while my cause was with the Lord, 

my reward with my God. 

I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, 

my God was my strength. 

 

And now the Lord has spoken, 

he who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 

to bring Jacob back to him, 

to gather Israel to him: 

 

‘It is not enough for you to be my servant, 

to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel; 

I will make you the light of the nations 

so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 138(139):1-3,13-15 

I thank you for the wonder of my being. 

 

O Lord, you search me and you know me, 

you know my resting and my rising, 

you discern my purpose from afar. 

You mark when I walk or lie down, 

all my ways lie open to you. 

 

For it was you who created my being, 

knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I thank you for the wonder of my being, 

for the wonders of all your creation. 

 

Already you knew my soul, 

my body held no secret from you 

when I was being fashioned in secret 

and moulded in the depths of the earth. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Second reading            Acts 13:22-26 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Paul said: ‘God deposed Saul and made David their king, of whom he 

approved in these words, “I have selected David son of Jesse, a man after 

my own heart, who will carry out my whole purpose.” To keep his promise, 

God has raised up for Israel one of David’s descendants, Jesus, as Saviour, 

whose coming was heralded by John when he proclaimed a baptism of 

repentance for the whole people of Israel. Before John ended his career he 

said, “I am not the one you imagine me to be; that one is coming after me 

and I am not fit to undo his sandal.” 

 

‘My brothers, sons of Abraham’s race, and all you who fear God, this 

message of salvation is meant for you.’ 

 
 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      

cf.Lk1:76 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

As for you, little child, you shall be called 

a prophet of God, the Most High. 

You shall go ahead of the Lord 

to prepare his ways before him. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 1:57-66,80 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

The time came for Elizabeth to have her child, and she gave birth to a son; 

and when her neighbours and relations heard that the Lord had shown her 

so great a kindness, they shared her joy. 

 

Now on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; they were going 

to call him Zechariah after his father, but his mother spoke up. ‘No,’ she 

said ‘he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘But no one in your family 

has that name’, and made signs to his father to find out what he wanted 

him called. The father asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is 

John.’ And they were all astonished. At that instant his power of speech 

returned and he spoke and praised God. All their neighbours were filled 

with awe and the whole affair was talked about throughout the hill country 

of Judaea. All those who heard of it treasured it in their hearts. ‘What will 

this child turn out to be?’ they wondered. And indeed the hand of the Lord 

was with him.  The child grew up and his spirit matured. And he lived out 

in the wilderness until the day he appeared openly to Israel. 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 12 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Friday 25 June 2021 
 

First reading         Genesis 17:1,9-10,15-22 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

 

 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to him and said, ‘I 

am El Shaddai. Bear yourself blameless in my presence.  

 

You shall maintain my Covenant, yourself and your descendants after you, 

generation after generation. Now this is my Covenant which you are to maintain 

between myself and you, and your descendants after you: all your males must 

be circumcised.’ 

 

‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah. I will bless her and 

moreover give you a son by her. I will bless her and nations shall come out of 

her; kings of peoples shall descend from her.’ Abraham bowed to the ground, 

and he laughed, thinking to himself, ‘Is a child to be born to a man one hundred 

years old, and will Sarah have a child at the age of ninety?’ Abraham said to God, 

‘Oh, let Ishmael live in your presence!’ But God replied, ‘No, but your wife Sarah 

shall bear you a son whom you are to name Isaac. With him I will establish my 

Covenant, a Covenant in perpetuity, to be his God and the God of his 

descendants after him. For Ishmael too I grant you your request: I bless him and 

I will make him fruitful and greatly increased in numbers. He shall be the father 

of twelve princes, and I will make him into a great nation. But my Covenant I 

will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear you at this time next year.’ When 

he had finished speaking to Abraham God went up from him. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 127(128):1-5 

Indeed the man shall be blessed,  

the man who fears the Lord. 

 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord 

and walk in his ways! 

By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 

You will be happy and prosper. 

 

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 

in the heart of your house; 

your children like shoots of the olive, 

around your table. 

 

Indeed thus shall be blessed 

the man who fears the Lord. 

May the Lord bless you from Zion 

all the days of your life! 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      

Ps144:13 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord is faithful in all his words 

and loving in all his deeds. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or 

     
Mt8:17 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

He took our sicknesses away, 

and carried our diseases for us. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

 



Gospel         Matthew 8:1-4 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

After Jesus had come down from the mountain large crowds followed him. 

A leper now came up and bowed low in front of him. ‘Sir,’ he said ‘if you 

want to, you can cure me.’ Jesus stretched out his hand, touched him and 

said, ‘Of course I want to! Be cured!’ And his leprosy was cured at once. 

Then Jesus said to him, ‘Mind you do not tell anyone, but go and show 

yourself to the priest and make the offering prescribed by Moses, as 

evidence for them.’ 

 

 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



SATURDAY OF WEEK 12 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Saturday 26 June 2021 
 

 

First reading          Genesis 18:1-15 
A reading from the book of Genesis 
 

 

The Lord appeared to Abraham at the Oak of Mamre while he was sitting 

by the entrance of the tent during the hottest part of the day. He looked 

up, and there he saw three men standing near him. As soon as he saw them 

he ran from the entrance of the tent to meet them, and bowed to the 

ground. ‘My lord,’ he said ‘I beg you, if I find favour with you, kindly do not 

pass your servant by. A little water shall be brought; you shall wash your 

feet and lie down under the tree. Let me fetch a little bread and you shall 

refresh yourselves before going further. That is why you have come in your 

servant’s direction.’ They replied, ‘Do as you say.’ 

 

Abraham hastened to the tent to find Sarah.’ ‘Hurry,’ he said ‘knead three 

bushels of flour and make loaves.’ Then running to the cattle Abraham took 

a fine and tender calf and gave it to the servant, who hurried to prepare it. 

Then taking cream, milk and the calf he had prepared, he laid all before 

them, and they ate while he remained standing near them under the tree. 

 

‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ they asked him. ‘She is in the tent’ he replied. 

Then his guest said, ‘I shall visit you again next year without fail, and your 

wife will then have a son.’ Sarah was listening at the entrance of the tent 

behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well on in years, and Sarah 

had ceased to have her monthly periods. So Sarah laughed to herself, 

thinking, ‘Now that I am past the age of child-bearing, and my husband is 

an old man, is pleasure to come my way again!’ But the Lord asked 

Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh and say, “Am I really going to have a child 

now that I am old?” Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the same 

time next year I shall visit you again and Sarah will have a son.’ ‘I did not 

laugh’ Sarah said, lying because she was afraid. But he replied, ‘Oh yes, you 

did laugh.’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Luke 1:46-50,53-55 

The Lord remembered his mercy. 

 

My soul glorifies the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 

 

He looks on his servant in her nothingness; 

henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 

The Almighty works marvels for me. 

Holy his name! 

 

His mercy is from age to age, 

on those who fear him. 

He fills the starving with good things, 

sends the rich away empty. 

 

He protects Israel, his servant, 

remembering his mercy, 

the mercy promised to our fathers, 

to Abraham and his sons for ever. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     
cf.2Tim1:10 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ abolished death 

and he has proclaimed life through the Good News. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or 
Mt8:17 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

He took our sicknesses away, 

and carried our diseases for us. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 

 

 



Gospel         Matthew 8:5-17 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

When Jesus went into Capernaum a centurion came up and pleaded with 

him. ‘Sir,’ he said ‘my servant is lying at home paralysed, and in great pain.’ 

‘I will come myself and cure him’ said Jesus. The centurion replied, ‘Sir, I 

am not worthy to have you under my roof; just give the word and my 

servant will be cured. For I am under authority myself, and have soldiers 

under me; and I say to one man: Go, and he goes; to another: Come here, 

and he comes; to my servant: Do this, and he does it.’ When Jesus heard 

this he was astonished and said to those following him, ‘I tell you solemnly, 

nowhere in Israel have I found faith like this. And I tell you that many will 

come from east and west to take their places with Abraham and Isaac and 

Jacob at the feast in the kingdom of heaven; but the subjects of the kingdom 

will be turned out into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding 

of teeth.’ And to the centurion Jesus said, ‘Go back, then; you have believed, 

so let this be done for you.’ And the servant was cured at that moment. 

 

And going into Peter’s house Jesus found Peter’s mother-in-law in bed with 

fever. He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began 

to wait on him. 

 

That evening they brought him many who were possessed by devils. He 

cast out the spirits with a word and cured all who were sick. This was to 

fulfil the prophecy of Isaiah: 

 

He took our sicknesses away and carried our diseases for us. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 


