
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First reading                                             Wisdom 1:13-15,2:23-24 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

 

Death was not God’s doing, 

he takes no pleasure in the extinction of the living. 

To be – for this he created all; 

the world’s created things have health in them, 

in them no fatal poison can be found, 

and Hades holds no power on earth; 

for virtue is undying. 

Yet God did make man imperishable, 

he made him in the image of his own nature; 

it was the devil’s envy that brought death into the world, 

as those who are his partners will discover. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 29(30):2,4-6,11-13 

I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me. 

 

I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me 

and have not let my enemies rejoice over me. 

O Lord, you have raised my soul from the dead, 

restored me to life from those who sink into the grave. 

 

Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love him, 

give thanks to his holy name. 

His anger lasts a moment; his favour all through life. 

At night there are tears, but joy comes with dawn. 

 

The Lord listened and had pity. 

The Lord came to my help. 

For me you have changed my mourning into dancing: 

O Lord my God, I will thank you for ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading               2 Corinthians 8:7,9,13-15 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

You always have the most of everything – of faith, of eloquence, of 

understanding, of keenness for any cause, and the biggest share of our 

affection – so we expect you to put the most into this work of mercy too. 

Remember how generous the Lord Jesus was: he was rich, but he became 

poor for your sake, to make you rich out of his poverty. This does not 

mean that to give relief to others you ought to make things difficult for 

yourselves: it is a question of balancing what happens to be your surplus 

now against their present need, and one day they may have something to 

spare that will supply your own need. That is how we strike a balance: as 

scripture says: The man who gathered much had none too much, the man 

who gathered little did not go short. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation       
cf.Jn6:63,68 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life; 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

Or 
 

cf.2Tim1:10  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ abolished death 

and he has proclaimed life through the Good News. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel          Mark 5:21-43 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

When Jesus had crossed in the boat to the other side, a large crowd 

gathered round him and he stayed by the lakeside. Then one of the 

synagogue officials came up, Jairus by name, and seeing him, fell at his feet 

and pleaded with him earnestly, saying, ‘My little daughter is desperately 

sick. Do come and lay your hands on her to make her better and save her 

life.’ Jesus went with him and a large crowd followed him; they were 

pressing all round him. 

 

Now there was a woman who had suffered from a haemorrhage for twelve 

years; after long and painful treatment under various doctors, she spent all 

she had without being any the better for it, in fact, she was getting worse. 

She had heard about Jesus, and she came up behind him through the crowd 

and touched his cloak. ‘If I can touch even his clothes,’ she had told herself 

‘I shall be well again.’ And the source of the bleeding dried up instantly, and 

she felt in herself that she was cured of her complaint. Immediately aware 

that power had gone out from him, Jesus turned round in the crowd and 

said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ His disciples said to him, ‘You see how 

the crowd is pressing round you and yet you say, “Who touched me?”’ But 

he continued to look all round to see who had done it. Then the woman 

came forward, frightened and trembling because she knew what had 

happened to her, and she fell at his feet and told him the whole truth. ‘My 

daughter,’ he said ‘your faith has restored you to health; go in peace and 

be free from your complaint.’ 

 

While he was still speaking some people arrived from the house of the 

synagogue official to say, ‘Your daughter is dead: why put the Master to any 

further trouble?’ But Jesus had overheard this remark of theirs and he said 

to the official, ‘Do not be afraid; only have faith.’ And he allowed no one to 

go with him except Peter and James and John the brother of James. So they 

came to the official’s house and Jesus noticed all the commotion, with 

people weeping and wailing unrestrainedly. He went in and said to them, 

‘Why all this commotion and crying? The child is not dead, but asleep.’ But 

they laughed at him. So he turned them all out and, taking with him the 

child’s father and mother and his own companions, he went into the place 

where the child lay. And taking the child by the hand he said to her, ‘Talitha, 

kum!’ which means, ‘Little girl, I tell you to get up.’  



The little girl got up at once and began to walk about, for she was twelve 

years old. At this they were overcome with astonishment, and he ordered 

them strictly not to let anyone know about it, and told them to give her 

something to eat. 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Or 
 

 

 
 



Gospel          Mark 5:21-24,35-43 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

When Jesus had crossed in the boat to the other side, a large crowd 

gathered round him and he stayed by the lakeside. Then one of the 

synagogue officials came up, Jairus by name, and seeing him, fell at his feet 

and pleaded with him earnestly, saying, ‘My little daughter is desperately 

sick. Do come and lay your hands on her to make her better and save her 

life.’ Jesus went with him and a large crowd followed him; they were 

pressing all round him. 

 

Some people arrived from the house of the synagogue official to say, ‘Your 

daughter is dead: why put the Master to any further trouble?’ But Jesus had 

overheard this remark of theirs and he said to the official, ‘Do not be afraid; 

only have faith.’ And he allowed no one to go with him except Peter and 

James and John the brother of James. So they came to the official’s house 

and Jesus noticed all the commotion, with people weeping and wailing 

unrestrainedly. He went in and said to them, ‘Why all this commotion and 

crying? The child is not dead, but asleep.’ But they laughed at him. So he 

turned them all out and, taking with him the child’s father and mother and 

his own companions, he went into the place where the child lay. And taking 

the child by the hand he said to her, ‘Talitha, kum!’ which means, ‘Little girl, 

I tell you to get up.’ The little girl got up at once and began to walk about, 

for she was twelve years old. At this they were overcome with 

astonishment, and he ordered them strictly not to let anyone know about 

it, and told them to give her something to eat. 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
  



Memorial of Saint Irenaeus 

Monday 28 June  2021 

 
First reading         Genesis 18:16-33 

A reading from the book of Genesis 
 

From Mamre the men set out and arrived within sight of Sodom, with Abraham 

accompanying them to show them the way. Now the Lord had wondered, ‘Shall 

I conceal from Abraham what I am going to do, seeing that Abraham will become 

a great nation with all the nations of the earth blessing themselves by him? For I 

have singled him out to command his sons and his household after him to 

maintain the way of the Lord by just and upright living. In this way the Lord will 

carry out for Abraham what he has promised him.’ Then the Lord said, ‘How 

great an outcry there is against Sodom and Gomorrah! How grievous is their 

sin! I propose to go down and see whether or not they have done all that is 

alleged in the outcry against them that has come up to me. I am determined to 

know.’ 
 

The men left there and went to Sodom while Abraham remained standing before 

the Lord. Approaching him he said, ‘Are you really going to destroy the just man 

with the sinner? Perhaps there are fifty just men in the town. Will you really 

overwhelm them, will you not spare the place for the fifty just men in it? Do not 

think of doing such a thing: to kill the just man with the sinner, treating just and 

sinner alike! Do not think of it! Will the judge of the whole earth not administer 

justice?’ The Lord replied, ‘If at Sodom I find fifty just men in the town, I will 

spare the whole place because of them.’ 
 

Abraham replied, ‘I am bold indeed to speak like this to my Lord, I who am dust 

and ashes. But perhaps the fifty just men lack five: will you destroy the whole 

city for five?’ ‘No,’ he replied ‘I will not destroy it if I find forty-five just men 

there.’ Again Abraham said to him, ‘Perhaps there will only be forty there.’ ‘I will 

not do it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the forty.’ 
 

Abraham said, ‘I trust my Lord will not be angry, but give me leave to speak: 

perhaps there will only be thirty there.’ ‘I will not do it’ he replied ‘if I find thirty 

there.’ He said, ‘I am bold indeed to speak like this, but perhaps there will only 

be twenty there.’ ‘I will not destroy it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the twenty.’ 

He said, ‘I trust my Lord will not be angry if I speak once more: perhaps there 

will only be ten.’ ‘I will not destroy it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the ten.’ 
 

When he had finished talking to Abraham the Lord went away, and Abraham 

returned home. 

 

The word of the Lord 



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 102(103):1-4,8-11 

The Lord is compassion and love. 

 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

all my being, bless his holy name. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

and never forget all his blessings. 

 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 

who heals every one of your ills, 

who redeems your life from the grave, 

who crowns you with love and compassion. 

 

The Lord is compassion and love, 

slow to anger and rich in mercy. 

His wrath will come to an end; 

he will not be angry for ever. 

 

He does not treat us according to our sins 

nor repay us according to our faults. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth 

so strong is his love for those who fear him. 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                 
Jn8:12   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

anyone who follows me will have the light of life. 

Alleluia! 

 
Or 

 
Ps94:8   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Harden not your hearts today, 

but listen to the voice of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 



Gospel         Matthew 8:18-22 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

 

When Jesus saw the great crowds all about him he gave orders to leave for 

the other side. One of the scribes then came up and said to him, ‘Master, I 

will follow you wherever you go.’ Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have holes and the 

birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ 

 

Another man, one of his disciples, said to him, ‘Sir, let me go and bury my 

father first.’ But Jesus replied, ‘Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their 

dead.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



SOLEMNITY OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES 

Secondary Patrons of the Diocese 

Holyday of Obligation 

Tuesday 29 June 2021 

 

[VIGIL MASS] 

 
First reading          Acts 3:1-10 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

Once, when Peter and John were going up to the Temple for the prayers 

at the ninth hour, it happened that there was a man being carried past. He 

was a cripple from birth; and they used to put him down every day near 

the Temple entrance called the Beautiful Gate so that he could beg from 

the people going in. When this man saw Peter and John on their way into 

the Temple he begged from them. Both Peter and John looked straight at 

him and said, ‘Look at us.’ He turned to them expectantly, hoping to get 

something from them, but Peter said, ‘I have neither silver nor gold, but I 

will give you what I have: in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, walk!’ 

Peter then took him by the hand and helped him to stand up. Instantly his 

feet and ankles became firm, he jumped up, stood, and began to walk, and 

he went with them into the Temple, walking and jumping and praising God. 

Everyone could see him walking and praising God, and they recognised him 

as the man who used to sit begging at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. 

They were all astonished and unable to explain what had happened to him. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 18(19):2-5 

Their word goes forth through all the earth. 

 

The heavens proclaim the glory of God, 

and the firmament shows forth the work of his hands. 

Day unto day takes up the story 

and night unto night makes known the message. 

 

No speech, no word, no voice is heard 

yet their span extends through all the earth, 

their words to the utmost bounds of the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Second reading        Galatians 1:11-20 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 
 

 

The Good News I preached is not a human message that I was given by 

men, it is something I learnt only through a revelation of Jesus Christ. You 

must have heard of my career as a practising Jew, how merciless I was in 

persecuting the Church of God, how much damage I did to it, how I stood 

out among other Jews of my generation, and how enthusiastic I was for the 

traditions of my ancestors. 

 

Then God, who had specially chosen me while I was still in my mother’s 

womb, called me through his grace and chose to reveal his Son in me, so 

that I might preach the Good News about him to the pagans. I did not stop 

to discuss this with any human being, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see 

those who were already apostles before me, but I went off to Arabia at 

once and later went straight back from there to Damascus. Even when after 

three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed with him for 

fifteen days, I did not see any of the other apostles; I only saw James, the 

brother of the Lord, and I swear before God that what I have written is 

the literal truth. 

 
 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
Jn21:17 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Lord, you know everything: 

you know I love you. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         John 21:15-19 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Jesus showed himself to his disciples, and after they had eaten he said to 

Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these others 

do?’ He answered, ‘Yes Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed 

my lambs.’ A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love 

me?’ He replied, ‘Yes, Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Look 

after my sheep.’ Then he said to him a third time, ‘Simon son of John, do 

you love me?’ Peter was upset that he asked him the third time, ‘Do you 

love me?’ and said, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know I love you.’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. 

 

‘I tell you most solemnly, 

when you were young 

you put on your own belt 

and walked where you liked; 

but when you grow old 

you will stretch out your hands, 

and somebody else will put a belt round you 

and take you where you would rather not go.’ 

 

In these words he indicated the kind of death by which Peter would give 

glory to God. After this he said, ‘Follow me.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 

 

 

  



[MASS OF THE DAY] 

 
First reading         Acts 12:1-11 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

King Herod started persecuting certain members of the Church. He 

beheaded James the brother of John, and when he saw that this pleased the 

Jews he decided to arrest Peter as well. This was during the days of 

Unleavened Bread, and he put Peter in prison, assigning four squads of four 

soldiers each to guard him in turns. Herod meant to try Peter in public 

after the end of Passover week. All the time Peter was under guard the 

Church prayed to God for him unremittingly. 

 

On the night before Herod was to try him, Peter was sleeping between 

two soldiers, fastened with double chains, while guards kept watch at the 

main entrance to the prison. Then suddenly the angel of the Lord stood 

there, and the cell was filled with light. He tapped Peter on the side and 

woke him. ‘Get up!’ he said ‘Hurry!’ – and the chains fell from his hands. 

The angel then said, ‘Put on your belt and sandals.’ After he had done this, 

the angel next said, ‘Wrap your cloak round you and follow me.’ Peter 

followed him, but had no idea that what the angel did was all happening in 

reality; he thought he was seeing a vision. They passed through two guard 

posts one after the other, and reached the iron gate leading to the city. 

This opened of its own accord; they went through it and had walked the 

whole length of one street when suddenly the angel left him. It was only 

then that Peter came to himself. ‘Now I know it is all true’ he said. ‘The 

Lord really did send his angel and has saved me from Herod and from all 

that the Jewish people were so certain would happen to me.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 33(34):2-9 

From all my terrors the Lord set me free. 

or 

The angel of the Lord rescues those who revere him. 

 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 

his praise always on my lips; 

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 

The humble shall hear and be glad. 

 

Glorify the Lord with me. 

Together let us praise his name. 

I sought the Lord and he answered me; 

from all my terrors he set me free. 

 

Look towards him and be radiant; 

let your faces not be abashed. 

This poor man called, the Lord heard him 

and rescued him from all his distress. 

 

The angel of the Lord is encamped 

around those who revere him, to rescue them. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

He is happy who seeks refuge in him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Second reading        2 Timothy 4:6-8,17-18 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy 

 

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has come 

for me to be gone. I have fought the good fight to the end; I have run the 

race to the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to come now is the 

crown of righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the righteous 

judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only to me but to all those who 

have longed for his Appearing. 

 

The Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that through me the whole 

message might be proclaimed for all the pagans to hear; and so I was 

rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from all evil 

attempts on me, and bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be 

glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
Mt16:18 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church. 

And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         Matthew 16:13-19 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question 

to his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, 

‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one 

of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon 

Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said ‘the Son of the living God.’ 

Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not 

flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now 

say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the 

gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be 

considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be 

considered loosed in heaven.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



DEDICATION OF THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH  

OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL 

Wednesday 30 June 2021 
 

[SUGGESTED READINGS] 
 

First reading         Ezekiel 47:1-2,8-9,12 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

 

The angel brought me to the entrance of the Temple, where a stream came 

out from under the Temple threshold and flowed eastwards, since the 

Temple faced east. The water flowed from under the right side of the 

Temple, south of the altar. He took me out by the north gate and led me 

right round outside as far as the outer east gate where the water flowed 

out on the right-hand side. He said, ‘This water flows east down to the 

Arabah and to the sea; and flowing into the sea it makes its waters 

wholesome. Wherever the river flows, all living creatures teeming in it will 

live. Fish will be very plentiful, for wherever the water goes it brings health, 

and life teems wherever the river flows. Along the river, on either bank, 

will grow every kind of fruit tree with leaves that never wither and fruit 

that never fails; they will bear new fruit every month, because this water 

comes from the sanctuary. And their fruit will be good to eat and the leaves 

medicinal.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 45(46):2-3,5-6,8-9 

The waters of a river give joy to God’s city,  

the holy place where the Most High dwells. 

 

God is for us a refuge and strength, 

a helper close at hand, in time of distress, 

so we shall not fear though the earth should rock, 

though the mountains fall into the depths of the sea. 

 

The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, 

the holy place where the Most High dwells. 

God is within, it cannot be shaken; 

God will help it at the dawning of the day. 

 

The Lord of hosts is with us: 

the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Come, consider the works of the Lord, 

the redoubtable deeds he has done on the earth. 

 

 

 
[SECOND READING USED ONLY IN THE CATHEDRAL (SEE BELOW)] 

 
 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
2 Chron 7:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I have chosen and consecrated this house, says the Lord, 

for my name to be there for ever. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Second reading        1 Corinthians 3:9-11.16-17 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 

You are God's building. By the grace God gave me, I succeeded as an 

architect and laid the foundations, on which someone else is doing the 

building. Everyone doing the building must work carefully. For the 

foundation, nobody can lay any other than the one which has already been 

laid, that is Jesus Christ. 

 

Didn't you realise that you were God's temple and that the Spirit of God 

was living among you? If anybody should destroy the temple of God, God 

will destroy him, because the temple of God is sacred; and you are that 

temple. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
2 Chron 7:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I have chosen and consecrated this house, says the Lord, 

for my name to be there for ever. 

Alleluia! 
  



Gospel         John 2:13-22 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 
 

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the 

Temple he found people selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the 

money changers sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out of some 

cord, he drove them all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, 

scattered the money changers’ coins, knocked their tables over and said to 

the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all this out of here and stop turning my Father’s 

house into a market.’ Then his disciples remembered the words of 

scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me. The Jews intervened and 

said, ‘What sign can you show us to justify what you have done?’ Jesus 

answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The 

Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this sanctuary: are you 

going to raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the sanctuary that 

was his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples remembered 

that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and the words he had 

said. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



Memorial of Saint Oliver Plunket, Bishop, Martyr 

Thursday 1 July 2021 

 

[READINGS OF THE DAY] 
 

 

First reading            Genesis 22:1-19 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

 
It happened that God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he called. 

‘Here I am’ he replied. ‘Take your son,’ God said ‘your only child Isaac, whom 

you love, and go to the land of Moriah. There you shall offer him as a burnt 

offering, on a mountain I will point out to you.’ 

 

Rising early next morning Abraham saddled his ass and took with him two of his 

servants and his son Isaac. He chopped wood for the burnt offering and started 

on his journey to the place God had pointed out to him. On the third day 

Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. Then Abraham said to his 

servants, ‘Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will go over there; we will 

worship and come back to you.’ 

 

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering, loaded it on Isaac, and carried 

in his own hands the fire and the knife. Then the two of them set out together. 

Isaac spoke to his father Abraham, ‘Father’ he said. ‘Yes, my son’ he replied. 

‘Look,’ he said ‘here are the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the 

burnt offering?’ Abraham answered, ‘My son, God himself will provide the lamb 

for the burnt offering.’ Then the two of them went on together. 

When they arrived at the place God had pointed out to him, Abraham built an 

altar there, and arranged the wood. Then he bound his son Isaac and put him 

on the altar on top of the wood. Abraham stretched out his hand and seized the 

knife to kill his son. 

 

But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he 

said. ‘I am here’ he replied. ‘Do not raise your hand against the boy’ the angel 

said. ‘Do not harm him, for now I know you fear God. You have not refused me 

your son, your only son.’ Then looking up, Abraham saw a ram caught by its 

horns in a bush. Abraham took the ram and offered it as a burnt-offering in place 

of his son. Abraham called this place ‘The Lord Provides’, and hence the saying 

today: On the mountain the Lord provides. 

 

 



The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time from heaven. ‘I swear by 

my own self – it is the Lord who speaks – because you have done this, because 

you have not refused me your son, your only son, I will shower blessings on 

you, I will make your descendants as many as the stars of heaven and the grains 

of sand on the seashore. Your descendants shall gain possession of the gates of 

their enemies. All the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your 

descendants, as a reward for your obedience.’ 

 

Abraham went back to his servants, and together they set out for Beersheba, 

and he settled in Beersheba. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 114(116):1-6,8-9 

I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living. 

 

I love the Lord for he has heard 

the cry of my appeal; 

for he turned his ear to me 

in the day when I called him. 

 

They surrounded me, the snares of death, 

with the anguish of the tomb; 

they caught me, sorrow and distress. 

I called on the Lord’s name. 

O Lord, my God, deliver me! 

 

How gracious is the Lord, and just; 

our God has compassion. 

The Lord protects the simple hearts; 

I was helpless so he saved me. 

 

He has kept my soul from death, 

my eyes from tears 

and my feet from stumbling. 

I will walk in the presence of the Lord 

in the land of the living. 

 
Gospel Acclamation      Mt11:25 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father,  

Lord of heaven and earth, 

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 

to mere children. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or 
2Co5:19 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, 

and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Matthew 9:1-8 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus got in the boat, crossed the water and came to his own town. Then 

some people appeared, bringing him a paralytic stretched out on a bed. 

Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, ‘Courage, my child, your sins 

are forgiven.’ And at this some scribes said to themselves, ‘This man is 

blaspheming.’ Knowing what was in their minds Jesus said, ‘Why do you 

have such wicked thoughts in your hearts? Now, which of these is easier 

to say, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, “Get up and walk”? But to prove 

to you that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,’ – he said 

to the paralytic – ‘get up, and pick up your bed and go off home.’ And the 

man got up and went home. A feeling of awe came over the crowd when 

they saw this, and they praised God for giving such power to men. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



[READINGS OF THE SAINT] 
 

 

First reading            1 Peter 3:8-18 

A reading from the first letter of St Peter 

 
You should all agree among yourselves and be sympathetic; love the brothers, 

have compassion and be self-effacing. Never pay back one wrong with another, 

or an angry word with another one; instead, pay back with a blessing. That is 

what you are called to do, so that you inherit a blessing yourself. Remember: 

Anyone who wants to have a happy life and to enjoy prosperity must banish 

malice from his tongue, deceitful conversation from his lips; he must never yield 

to evil but must practise good; he must seek peace and pursue it. Because the 

face of the Lord frowns on evil men, but the eyes of the Lord are turned towards 

the virtuous. 

 

No one can hurt you if you are determined to do only what is right; if you do 

have to suffer for being good, you will count it a blessing. There is no need to 

be afraid or to worry about them. Simply reverence the Lord Christ in your 

hearts, and always have your answer ready for people who ask you the reason 

for the hope that you all have. But give it with courtesy and respect and with a 

clear conscience, so that those who slander you when you are living a good life 

in Christ may be proved wrong in the accusations that they bring. And if it is the 

will of God that you should suffer, it is better to suffer for doing right than for 

doing wrong. 

 

Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died once for sins, died for 

the guilty, to lead us to God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he 

was raised to life. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 30(31):3-4,6,8,17,21 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

 

Be a rock of refuge for me, 

a mighty stronghold to save me, 

for you are my rock, my stronghold. 

For your name’s sake, lead me and guide me. 

 

Into your hands I commend my spirit. 

It is you who will redeem me, Lord. 

As for me, I trust in the Lord: 

let me be glad and rejoice in your love. 

 

Let your face shine on your servant. 

Save me in your love. 

You hide them in the shelter of your presence 

from the plotting of men. 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      Jm1:12 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy the man who stands firm when trials come. 

He has proved himself, 

and will win the crown of life. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
  



Gospel         John 10:11-16 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Jesus said: 

 

‘I am the good shepherd: 

the good shepherd is one who lays down his life for his sheep. 

The hired man, since he is not the shepherd 

and the sheep do not belong to him, 

abandons the sheep and runs away 

as soon as he sees a wolf coming, 

and then the wolf attacks and scatters the sheep; 

this is because he is only a hired man 

and has no concern for the sheep. 

‘I am the good shepherd; 

I know my own 

and my own know me, 

just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father; 

and I lay down my life for my sheep. 

And there are other sheep I have 

that are not of this fold, 

and these I have to lead as well. 

They too will listen to my voice, 

and there will be only one flock, 

and one shepherd.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 13 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Friday 2 July 2021 
 

First reading        Genesis 23:1-4,19,24:1-8,62-67 

A reading from the book of Genesis 
 

The length of Sarah’s life was a hundred and twenty-seven years. She died at 

Kiriath-arba, or Hebron, in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went in to mourn 

and grieve for her. 
 

Then leaving his dead, Abraham spoke to the sons of Heth: ‘I am a stranger and 

a settler among you,’ he said. ‘Let me own a burial-plot among you, so that I 

may take my dead wife and bury her.’ 
 

After this, Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave of the field of Machpelah 

opposite Mamre, in the country of Canaan. 
 

By now Abraham was an old man well on in years, and the Lord had blessed him 

in every way. Abraham said to the eldest servant of his household, the steward 

of all his property, ‘Place your hand under my thigh, I would have you swear by 

the Lord, God of heaven and God of earth, that you will not choose a wife for 

my son from the daughters of the Canaanites among whom I live. Instead, go to 

my own land and my own kinsfolk to choose a wife for my son Isaac.’ The servant 

asked him, ‘What if the woman does not want to come with me to this country? 

Must I take your son back to the country from which you came?’ Abraham 

answered, ‘On no account take my son back there. The Lord, God of heaven 

and God of earth, took me from my father’s home, and from the land of my 

kinsfolk, and he swore to me that he would give this country to my descendants. 

He will now send his angel ahead of you, so that you may choose a wife for my 

son there. And if the woman does not want to come with you, you will be free 

from this oath of mine. Only do not take my son back there.’ 
 

Isaac, who lived in the Negeb, had meanwhile come into the wilderness of the 

well of Lahai Roi. Now Isaac went walking in the fields as evening fell, and looking 

up saw camels approaching. And Rebekah looked up and saw Isaac. She jumped 

down from her camel, and asked the servant, ‘Who is that man walking through 

the fields to meet us?’ The servant replied, ‘That is my master’; then she took 

her veil and hid her face. The servant told Isaac the whole story, and Isaac led 

Rebekah into his tent and made her his wife; and he loved her. And so Isaac was 

consoled for the loss of his mother. 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 105(106):1-5 

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good; 

for his love endures for ever. 

Who can tell the Lord’s mighty deeds? 

Who can recount all his praise? 

 

They are happy who do what is right, 

who at all times do what is just. 

O Lord, remember me 

out of the love you have for your people. 

 

Come to me, Lord, with your help 

that I may see the joy of your chosen ones 

and may rejoice in the gladness of your nation 

and share the glory of your people. 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
Ps24:4,5 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Teach me your paths, my God, 

make me walk in your truth. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or 

Mt11:28  

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, 

and I will give you rest, says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 



Gospel         Matthew 9:9-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

As Jesus was walking on, he saw a man named Matthew sitting by the 

customs house, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed 

him. 

 

While he was at dinner in the house it happened that a number of tax 

collectors and sinners came to sit at the table with Jesus and his disciples. 

When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your 

master eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ When he heard this he replied, 

‘It is not the healthy who need the doctor, but the sick. Go and learn the 

meaning of the words: What I want is mercy, not sacrifice. And indeed I 

did not come to call the virtuous, but sinners.’ 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



FEAST OF SAINT THOMAS, APOSTLE 

Saturday 3 July 2021 
 

 

First reading         Ephesians 2:19-22 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 
 

You are no longer aliens or foreign visitors: you are citizens like all the 

saints, and part of God’s household. You are part of a building that has the 

apostles and prophets for its foundations, and Christ Jesus himself for its 

main cornerstone. As every structure is aligned on him, all grow into one 

holy temple in the Lord; and you too, in him, are being built into a house 

where God lives, in the Spirit. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 116(117):1-2 

Go out to the whole world;  

proclaim the Good News. 

 

O praise the Lord, all you nations, 

acclaim him all you peoples! 

 

Strong is his love for us; 

he is faithful for ever. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation     
Jn20:29 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You believe, Thomas, because you can see me, says the Lord. 

Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



Gospel         John 20:24-29 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he 

answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can 

put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into 

his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house 

again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came 

in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to 

Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; 

put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord 

and my God!’  

 

Jesus said to them: 

 

‘You believe because you can see me. 

Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 


