
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First reading                                              Amos 7:12-15 

A reading from the prophet Amos 

 

Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, said to Amos, ‘Go away, seer;’ get back to 

the land of Judah; earn your bread there, do your prophesying there. We 

want no more prophesying in Bethel; this is the royal sanctuary, the national 

temple.’ ‘I was no prophet, neither did I belong to any of the brotherhoods 

of prophets,’ Amos replied to Amaziah ‘I was a shepherd, and looked after 

sycamores: but it was the Lord who took me from herding the flock, and 

the Lord who said, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.”’ 

 

 

 
 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 84(85):9-14 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy,  

and give us your saving help. 

 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

a voice that speaks of peace, 

peace for his people. 

His help is near for those who fear him 

and his glory will dwell in our land. 

 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven. 

 

The Lord will make us prosper 

and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading               Ephesians 1:3-10 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ. 

Before the world was made, he chose us, chose us in Christ, 

to be holy and spotless, and to live through love in his presence, 

determining that we should become his adopted sons, through Jesus Christ 

for his own kind purposes, 

to make us praise the glory of his grace, 

his free gift to us in the Beloved, 

in whom, through his blood, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our 

sins. 

Such is the richness of the grace 

which he has showered on us 

in all wisdom and insight. 

He has let us know the mystery of his purpose, 

the hidden plan he so kindly made in Christ from the beginning 

to act upon when the times had run their course to the end: 

that he would bring everything together under Christ, as head, 

everything in the heavens and everything on earth. 

 

And it is in him that we were claimed as God’s own, 

chosen from the beginning, 

under the predetermined plan of the one who guides all things 

as he decides by his own will; 

chosen to be, 

for his greater glory, 

the people who would put their hopes in Christ before he came. 

Now you too, in him, 

have heard the message of the truth and the good news of your salvation, 

and have believed it; 

and you too have been stamped with the seal of the Holy Spirit of the 

Promise, 

the pledge of our inheritance 

which brings freedom for those whom God has taken for his own, to make 

his glory praised. 

 
The word of the Lord. 



Gospel Acclamation      cf.Jn6:63,68 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life; 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

 
Or:         cf.Ep1:17,18 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

enlighten the eyes of our mind, 

so that we can see what hope his call holds for us. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
  



Gospel          Mark 6:7-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

 

Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them out in pairs giving 

them authority over the unclean spirits. And he instructed them to take 

nothing for the journey except a staff – no bread, no haversack, no coppers 

for their purses. They were to wear sandals but, he added, ‘Do not take a 

spare tunic.’ And he said to them, ‘If you enter a house anywhere, stay 

there until you leave the district. And if any place does not welcome you 

and people refuse to listen to you, as you walk away shake off the dust 

from under your feet as a sign to them.’ So they set off to preach 

repentance; and they cast out many devils, and anointed many sick people 

with oil and cured them. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



MONDAY OF WEEK 15 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Monday 12 July 2021 

 
First reading         Exodus 1:8-14,22 

A reading from the book of Exodus 

 

There came to power in Egypt a new king who knew nothing of Joseph. 

‘Look,’ he said to his subjects ‘these people, the sons of Israel, have become 

so numerous and strong that they are a threat to us. We must be prudent 

and take steps against their increasing any further, or if war should break 

out, they might add to the number of our enemies. They might take arms 

against us and so escape out of the country.’ Accordingly they put slave-

drivers over the Israelites to wear them down under heavy loads. In this 

way they built the store-cities of Pithom and Rameses for Pharaoh. But the 

more they were crushed, the more they increased and spread, and men 

came to dread the sons of Israel. The Egyptians forced the sons of Israel 

into slavery, and made their lives unbearable with hard labour, work with 

clay and with brick, all kinds of work in the fields; they forced on them 

every kind of labour. 

 

Pharaoh then gave his subjects this command: ‘Throw all the boys born to 

the Hebrews into the river, but let all the girls live.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 123(124) 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

 

‘If the Lord had not been on our side,’ 

this is Israel’s song. 

‘If the Lord had not been on our side 

when men rose up against us, 

then would they have swallowed us alive 

when their anger was kindled. 

 

‘Then would the waters have engulfed us, 

the torrent gone over us; 

over our head would have swept 

the raging waters.’ 

Blessed be the Lord who did not give us 

a prey to their teeth! 

 

Our life, like a bird, has escaped 

from the snare of the fowler. 

Indeed the snare has been broken 

and we have escaped. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                cf.Ac16:14 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open our heart, O Lord, 

to accept the words of your Son. 

Alleluia! 

 
Or:           Mt5:10 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy those who are persecuted 

in the cause of right, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Matthew 10:34-11:1 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not suppose that I have come 

to bring peace to the earth: it is not peace I have come to bring, but a 

sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against 

her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. A man’s enemies 

will be those of his own household. 

 

‘Anyone who prefers father or mother to me is not worthy of me. Anyone 

who prefers son or daughter to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who does 

not take his cross and follow in my footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone 

who finds his life will lose it; anyone who loses his life for my sake will find 

it.  

 

‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; and those who welcome me 

welcome the one who sent me. 

    

‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet will have a prophet’s reward; and 

anyone who welcomes a holy man will have a holy man’s reward. 

     

‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold water to one of these little ones 

because he is a disciple, then I tell you solemnly, he will most certainly not 

lose his reward.’ 

     

When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples he moved on from 

there to teach and preach in their towns. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



TUESDAY OF WEEK 15 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Tuesday 13 July 2021 

 
First reading         Exodus 2:1-15 
A reading from the book of Exodus 
 

There was a man of the tribe of Levi who had taken a woman of Levi as his 

wife. She conceived and gave birth to a son and, seeing what a fine child he 

was, she kept him hidden for three months. When she could hide him no 

longer, she got a papyrus basket for him; coating it with bitumen and pitch, 

she put the child inside and laid it among the reeds at the river’s edge. His 

sister stood some distance away to see what would happen to him. 
 

Now Pharaoh’s daughter went down to bathe in the river, and the girls 

attending her were walking along by the riverside. Among the reeds she 

noticed the basket, and she sent her maid to fetch it. She opened it and 

looked, and saw a baby boy, crying; and she was sorry for him. ‘This is a 

child of one of the Hebrews’ she said. Then the child’s sister said to 

Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and find you a nurse among the Hebrew 

women to suckle the child for you?’ ‘Yes, go,’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to 

her; and the girl went off to find the baby’s own mother. To her the 

daughter of Pharaoh said, ‘Take this child away and suckle it for me. I will 

see you are paid.’ So the woman took the child and suckled it. When the 

child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter who treated him like 

a son; she named him Moses because, she said, ‘I drew him out of the 

water.’ 
 

Moses, a man by now, set out at this time to visit his countrymen, and he 

saw what a hard life they were having; and he saw an Egyptian strike a 

Hebrew, one of his countrymen. Looking round he could see no one in 

sight, so he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. On the following 

day he came back, and there were two Hebrews, fighting. He said to the 

man who was in the wrong, ‘What do you mean by hitting your fellow 

countryman?’ ‘And who appointed you’ the man retorted, ‘to be prince 

over us, and judge? Do you intend to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?’ 

Moses was frightened. ‘Clearly that business has come to light’ he thought. 

When Pharaoh heard of the matter he would have killed Moses, but Moses 

fled from Pharaoh and made for the land of Midian. 

 

The word of the Lord 



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 68(69):3,14,30-31,33-34 

Seek the Lord, you who are poor, 

and your hearts will revive. 

 

I have sunk into the mud of the deep 

and there is no foothold. 

I have entered the waters of the deep 

and the waves overwhelm me. 

 

This is my prayer to you, 

my prayer for your favour. 

In your great love, answer me, O God, 

with your help that never fails. 

 

As for me in my poverty and pain 

let your help, O God, lift me up. 

I will praise God’s name with a song; 

I will glorify him with thanksgiving. 

 

The poor when they see it will be glad 

and God-seeking hearts will revive; 

for the Lord listens to the needy 

and does not spurn his servants in their chains. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     Ps118:24 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Train me, Lord, to observe your law, 

to keep it with my heart. 

Alleluia! 

 
Or:        Ps94:8 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Harden not your hearts today, 

but listen to the voice of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 



Gospel         Matthew 11:20-24 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus began to reproach the towns in which most of his miracles had been 

worked, because they refused to repent. 

 

‘Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles done in 

you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago 

in sackcloth and ashes. And still, I tell you that it will not go as hard on 

Judgement day with Tyre and Sidon as with you. And as for you, 

Capernaum, did you want to be exalted as high as heaven? You shall be 

thrown down to hell. For if the miracles done in you had been done in 

Sodom, it would have been standing yet. And still, I tell you that it will not 

go as hard with the land of Sodom on Judgement day as with you.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
  



WEDNESDAY OF WEEK 15 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Wednesday 14 July 2021 
 

 

First reading         Exodus 3:1-6,9-12 

 

A reading from the book of Exodus 

 

Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, priest of 

Midian. He led his flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, 

the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in the 

shape of a flame of fire, coming from the middle of a bush. Moses looked; 

there was the bush blazing but it was not being burnt up. ‘I must go and 

look at this strange sight,’ Moses said, ‘and see why the bush is not burnt.’ 

Now the Lord saw him go forward to look, and God called to him from 

the middle of the bush. ‘Moses, Moses!’ he said. ‘Here I am,’ Moses 

answered. ‘Come no nearer,’ he said. ‘Take off your shoes, for the place 

on which you stand is holy ground. I am the God of your fathers,’ he said, 

‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ At this Moses 

covered his face, afraid to look at God. 

 

And the Lord said, ‘The cry of the sons of Israel has come to me, and I have 

witnessed the way in which the Egyptians oppress them, so come, I send 

you to Pharaoh to bring the sons of Israel, my people, out of Egypt.’ 

 

Moses said to God, ‘Who am I to go to Pharaoh and bring the sons of Israel 

out of Egypt?’ ‘I shall be with you,’ was the answer ‘and this is the sign by 

which you shall know that it is I who have sent you... After you have led 

the people out of Egypt, you are to offer worship to God on this mountain.’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 102(103):1-4,6-7 

The Lord is compassion and love. 

 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

all my being, bless his holy name. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

and never forget all his blessings. 

 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 

who heals every one of your ills, 

who redeems your life from the grave, 

who crowns you with love and compassion. 

 

The Lord does deeds of justice, 

gives judgement for all who are oppressed. 

He made known his ways to Moses 

and his deeds to Israel’s sons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     Mt11:25 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father,  

Lord of heaven and earth,, 

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 

to mere children. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
  



Gospel         Matthew 11:25-27 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus exclaimed, ‘I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, for hiding 

these things from the learned and the clever and revealing them to mere 

children. Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased you to do. Everything has 

been entrusted to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the 

Father, just as no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom 

the Son chooses to reveal him.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



Memorial of Saint Bonaventure, Bishop, Doctor of the Church 

Thursday 15 July 2021 

 
First reading        Exodus 3:13-20 

A reading from the book of Exodus 
 

Moses, hearing the voice of God coming from the middle of the bush, said to 

him, ‘I am to go, then, to the sons of Israel and say to them, “The God of your 

fathers has sent me to you.” But if they ask me what his name is, what am I 

to tell them?’ And God said to Moses, ‘I Am who I Am. This’ he added ‘is 

what you must say to the sons of Israel: “I Am has sent me to you.”’ And God 

also said to Moses, ‘You are to say to the sons of Israel: “The Lord, the God 

of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 

has sent me to you.” This is my name for all time; by this name I shall be 

invoked for all generations to come. 

 

‘Go and gather the elders of Israel together and tell them, “The Lord, the 

God of your fathers, has appeared to me, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 

of Jacob; and he has said to me: I have visited you and seen all that the 

Egyptians are doing to you. And so I have resolved to bring you up out of 

Egypt where you are oppressed, into the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, 

the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, to a land where 

milk and honey flow.” They will listen to your words, and with the elders of 

Israel you are to go to the king of Egypt and say to him, “The Lord, the God 

of the Hebrews, has come to meet us. Give us leave, then, to make a three 

days’ journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifice to the Lord our God.” For 

myself, knowing that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless he is forced 

by a mighty hand, I shall show my power and strike Egypt with all the wonders 

I am going to work there. After this he will let you go.’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 104(105):1,5,8-9,24-27 

The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name, 

make known his deeds among the peoples. 

Remember the wonders he has done, 

his miracles, the judgements he spoke. 

 

He remembers his covenant for ever, 

his promise for a thousand generations, 

the covenant he made with Abraham, 

the oath he swore to Isaac. 

 

He gave his people increase; 

he made them stronger than their foes, 

whose hearts he turned to hate his people 

and to deal deceitfully with his servants. 

 

Then he sent Moses his servant 

and Aaron the man he had chosen. 

Through them he showed his marvels 

and his wonders in the country of Ham. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     cf.Ps129:5 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

My soul is waiting for the Lord, 

I count on his word. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or:        Mt11:28 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, 

and I will give you rest, says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Matthew 11:28-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus said, ‘Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I 

will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is easy 

and my burden light.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 15 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Friday 16 July 2021 

 
First reading         Exodus 11:10-12:14 

A reading from the book of Exodus 

 

Moses and Aaron worked many wonders in the presence of Pharaoh. But 

the Lord made Pharaoh’s heart stubborn, and he did not let the sons of 

Israel leave his country. 

 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: ‘This month is to 

be the first of all the others for you, the first month of your year. Speak to 

the whole community of Israel and say, “On the tenth day of this month 

each man must take an animal from the flock, one for each family: one 

animal for each household. If the household is too small to eat the animal, 

a man must join with his neighbour, the nearest to his house, as the number 

of persons requires. You must take into account what each can eat in 

deciding the number for the animal. It must be an animal without blemish, 

a male one year old; you may take it from either sheep or goats. You must 

keep it till the fourteenth day of the month when the whole assembly of 

the community of Israel shall slaughter it between the two evenings. Some 

of the blood must then be taken and put on the two doorposts and the 

lintel of the houses where it is eaten. That night, the flesh is to be eaten, 

roasted over the fire; it must be eaten with unleavened bread and bitter 

herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled, but roasted over the fire, head, 

feet and entrails. You must not leave any over till the morning: whatever is 

left till morning you are to burn. You shall eat it like this: with a girdle round 

your waist, sandals on your feet, a staff in your hand. You shall eat it hastily: 

it is a passover in honour of the Lord. That night, I will go through the land 

of Egypt and strike down all the first-born in the land of Egypt, man and 

beast alike, and I shall deal out punishment to all the gods of Egypt. I am the 

Lord! The blood shall serve to mark the houses that you live in. When I 

see the blood I will pass over you and you shall escape the destroying plague 

when I strike the land of Egypt. This day is to be a day of remembrance for 

you, and you must celebrate it as a feast in the Lord’s honour. For all 

generations you are to declare it a day of festival, for ever.”’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 115(116):12-13,15-18 

The cup of salvation I will raise;  

I will call on the Lord’s name. 

 

How can I repay the Lord 

for his goodness to me? 

The cup of salvation I will raise; 

I will call on the Lord’s name. 

 

O precious in the eyes of the Lord 

is the death of his faithful. 

Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; 

you have loosened my bonds. 

 

A thanksgiving sacrifice I make; 

I will call on the Lord’s name. 

My vows to the Lord I will fulfil 

before all his people. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     cf.Ps26:11 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Instruct me, Lord, in your way; 

on an even path lead me. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or:        Jn10:27 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice,  

says the Lord,  

I know them and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 



Gospel         Matthew 12:1-8 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus took a walk one sabbath day through the cornfields. His disciples were 

hungry and began to pick ears of corn and eat them. The Pharisees noticed 

it and said to him, ‘Look, your disciples are doing something that is 

forbidden on the sabbath.’ But he said to them, ‘Have you not read what 

David did when he and his followers were hungry – how he went into the 

house of God and how they ate the loaves of offering which neither he nor 

his followers were allowed to eat, but which were for the priests alone? 

Or again, have you not read in the Law that on the sabbath day the Temple 

priests break the sabbath without being blamed for it? Now here, I tell you, 

is something greater than the Temple. And if you had understood the 

meaning of the words: What I want is mercy, not sacrifice, you would not 

have condemned the blameless. For the Son of Man is master of the 

sabbath.’ 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



SATURDAY OF WEEK 15 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Saturday 17 July 2021 
 

First reading        Exodus 12:37-42 

A reading from the book of Exodus 
 

The sons of Israel left Rameses for Succoth, about six hundred thousand on the 

march – all men – not counting their families. People of various sorts joined 

them in great numbers; there were flocks, too, and herds in immense droves. 

They baked cakes with the dough which they had brought from Egypt, 

unleavened because the dough was not leavened; they had been driven out of 

Egypt, with no time for dallying, and had not provided themselves with food for 

the journey. The time that the sons of Israel had spent in Egypt was four hundred 

and thirty years. And on the very day the four hundred and thirty years ended, 

all the array of the Lord left the land of Egypt. The night, when the Lord kept 

vigil to bring them out of the land of Egypt, must be kept as a vigil in honour of 

the Lord for all their generations. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 135(136):1,10-15,23-24 

Great is his love, love without end. 

 

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 

 

He remembered us in our distress. 

 

And he snatched us away from our foes. 

 

The first-born of the Egyptians he smote. 

 

He brought Israel out from their midst. 

 

Arm outstretched, with power in his hand. 

 

He divided the Red Sea in two. 

 

He made Israel pass through the midst. 

 

He flung Pharaoh and his force in the sea. 

 

 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation    Ps118:27 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Make me grasp the way of your precepts, 

and I will muse on your wonders. 

Alleluia! 

 
Or       2Co5:19 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, 

and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 



Gospel         Matthew 12:14-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

The Pharisees went out and began to plot against Jesus, discussing how to 

destroy him. 

 

Jesus knew this and withdrew from the district. Many followed him and he 

cured them all, but warned them not to make him known. This was to fulfil 

the prophecy of Isaiah: 

 

Here is my servant whom I have chosen, 

my beloved, the favourite of my soul. 

I will endow him with my spirit, 

and he will proclaim the true faith to the nations. 

He will not brawl or shout, 

nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets. 

He will not break the crushed reed, 

nor put out the smouldering wick 

till he has led the truth to victory: 

in his name the nations will put their hope. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 


