
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Vigil Mass  
 

First reading                                             1 Chronicles 15:3-4,15-16,16:1-2 

A reading from the first book of Chronicles 

 

 

David gathered all Israel together to bring the ark of God up to the place 

he had prepared for it. David called together the sons of Aaron and the 

sons of Levi. And the Levites carried the ark of God with the shafts on their 

shoulders, as Moses had ordered in accordance with the word of the Lord. 

     

David then told the heads of the Levites to assign duties for their kinsmen 

as cantors, with their various instruments of music, harps and lyres and 

cymbals, to play joyful tunes.  

     

They brought the ark of God in and put it inside the tent that David had 

pitched for it; and they offered holocausts before God, and communion 

sacrifices. And when David had finished offering holocausts and communion 

sacrifices, he blessed the people in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

 
 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 131(132):6-7,9-10,13-14 

Go up, Lord, to the place of your rest,  

you and the ark of your strength. 

 

At Ephrata we heard of the ark; 

we found it in the plains of Yearim. 

‘Let us go to the place of his dwelling; 

let us go to kneel at his footstool.’ 

 

Your priests shall be clothed with holiness; 

your faithful shall ring out their joy. 

For the sake of David your servant 

do not reject your anointed. 

 

For the Lord has chosen Zion; 

he has desired it for his dwelling: 

‘This is my resting-place for ever; 

here have I chosen to live.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



Second reading               1 Corinthians 15:54-57 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians  

 

When this perishable nature has put on imperishability, and when this 

mortal nature has put on immortality, then the words of scripture will 

come true: Death is swallowed up in victory. Death, where is your victory? Death, 

where is your sting? Now the sting of death is sin, and sin gets its power from 

the Law. So let us thank God for giving us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      Lk11:28 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy are those  

who hear the word of God 

and keep it. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
  



Gospel          Luke 11:27-28 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

As Jesus was speaking, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said, 

‘Happy the womb that bore you and the breasts you sucked!’ But he 

replied, ‘Still happier those who hear the word of God and keep it!’ 

 

 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Or 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Mass of the Day  
 

First reading                                             Apocalypse 11:19,12:1-6,10 

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 

 

The sanctuary of God in heaven opened and the ark of the covenant could 

be seen inside it.  Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman, adorned 

with the sun, standing on the moon, and with the twelve stars on her head 

for a crown. She was pregnant, and in labour, crying aloud in the pangs of 

childbirth. Then a second sign appeared in the sky, a huge red dragon which 

had seven heads and ten horns, and each of the seven heads crowned with 

a coronet. Its tail dragged a third of the stars from the sky and dropped 

them to the earth, and the dragon stopped in front of the woman as she 

was having the child, so that he could eat it as soon as it was born from its 

mother. The woman brought a male child into the world, the son who was 

to rule all the nations with an iron sceptre, and the child was taken straight 

up to God and to his throne, while the woman escaped into the desert, 

where God had made a place of safety ready. Then I heard a voice shout 

from heaven, ‘Victory and power and empire for ever have been won by 

our God, and all authority for his Christ.’ 

 

 
 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 44(45):10-12,16 

On your right stands the queen, in garments of gold. 

 

The daughters of kings are among your loved ones. 

On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir. 

Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words: 

forget your own people and your father’s house. 

 

So will the king desire your beauty: 

He is your lord, pay homage to him. 

They are escorted amid gladness and joy; 

they pass within the palace of the king. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



Second reading               1 Corinthians 15:20-26 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians  

 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen 

asleep. Death came through one man and in the same way the resurrection 

of the dead has come through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all 

men will be brought to life in Christ; but all of them in their proper order: 

Christ as the first-fruits and then, after the coming of Christ, those who 

belong to him. After that will come the end, when he hands over the 

kingdom to God the Father, having done away with every sovereignty, 

authority and power. For he must be king until he has put all his enemies 

under his feet and the last of the enemies to be destroyed is death, for 

everything is to be put under his feet. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation       
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Mary has been taken up to heaven; 

all the choirs of angels are rejoicing. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
  



Gospel          Luke 1:39-56 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country 

of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as 

soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of 

all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 

Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For 

the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt 

for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the 

Lord would be fulfilled.’ 

 

And Mary said: 

 

‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 

and my spirit exults in God my saviour; 

because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid. 

Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed, 

for the Almighty has done great things for me. 

Holy is his name, 

and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him. 

He has shown the power of his arm, 

he has routed the proud of heart. 

He has pulled down princes from their thrones  

and exalted the lowly. 

The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away. 

He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy 

– according to the promise he made to our ancestors – 

of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back 

home. 

 

 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
  



MONDAY OF WEEK 20 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Monday 16 August 2021 

 
First reading         Judges 2:11-19 

A reading from the book of Judges 

 

The sons of Israel did what displeases the Lord, and served the Baals. They 

deserted the Lord, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out 

of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods from the gods of the peoples 

round them. They bowed down to these; they provoked the Lord; they 

deserted the Lord to serve Baal and Astarte. Then the Lord’s anger flamed 

out against Israel. He handed them over to pillagers who plundered them; 

he delivered them to the enemies surrounding them, and they were not 

able to resist them. In every warlike venture, the hand of the Lord was 

there to foil them, as the Lord had warned, as the Lord had sworn to them. 

Thus he reduced them to dire distress. 

 

Then the Lord appointed judges for them, and rescued the men of Israel 

from the hands of their plunderers. But they would not listen to their 

judges. They prostituted themselves to other gods, and bowed down 

before these. Very quickly they left the path their ancestors had trodden in 

obedience to the orders of the Lord; they did not follow their example. 

When the Lord appointed judges for them, the Lord was with the judge 

and rescued them from the hands of their enemies as long as the judge 

lived, for the Lord felt pity for them as they groaned under the iron grip of 

their oppressors. But once the judge was dead, they relapsed and behaved 

even worse than their ancestors. They followed other gods; they served 

them and bowed before them, and would not give up the practices and 

stubborn ways of their ancestors at all. 

 

 

 
The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 105(106):34-37,39-40,43-44 

O Lord, remember me  

out of the love you have for your people. 

 

They failed to destroy the peoples 

as the Lord had given command, 

but instead they mingled with the nations 

and learned to act as they did. 

 

They worshipped the idols of the nations 

and these became a snare to entrap them. 

They even offered their own sons 

and their daughters in sacrifice to demons. 

 

So they defiled themselves by their deeds 

and broke their marriage bond with the Lord 

till his anger blazed against his people; 

he was filled with horror at his chosen ones. 

 

Time after time he rescued them, 

but in their malice they dared to defy him. 

In spite of this he paid heed to their distress, 

so often as he heard their cry. 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                               

Ps118:24 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Train me, Lord, to observe your law, 

to keep it with my heart. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

Or: 
 

Mt5:3 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

How happy are the poor in spirit: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Alleluia!  



Gospel         Matthew 19:16-22 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

There was a man who came to Jesus and asked, ‘Master, what good deed 

must I do to possess eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you ask me 

about what is good? There is one alone who is good. But if you wish to 

enter into life, keep the commandments.’ He said, ‘Which?’ ‘These:’ Jesus 

replied ‘You must not kill. You must not commit adultery. You must not 

bring false witness. Honour your father and mother, and: you must love 

your neighbour as yourself.’ The young man said to him, ‘I have kept all 

these. What more do I need to do?’ Jesus said, ‘If you wish to be perfect, 

go and sell what you own and give the money to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ But when the young man 

heard these words he went away sad, for he was a man of great wealth. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



TUESDAY OF WEEK 20 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Tuesday 17 August 2021 

 
First reading         Judges 6:11-24 
A reading from the book of Judges 
 

The angel of the Lord came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah which 

belonged to Joash of Abiezer. Gideon his son was threshing wheat inside 

the winepress to keep it hidden from Midian, when the angel of the Lord 

appeared to him and said, ‘The Lord is with you, valiant warrior!’ Gideon 

answered him, ‘Forgive me, my lord, but if the Lord is with us, then why is 

it that all this is happening to us now? And where are all the wonders our 

ancestors tell us of when they say, “Did not the Lord bring us out of Egypt?” 

But now the Lord has deserted us; he has abandoned us to Midian.’ 
 

At this the Lord turned to him and said, ‘Go in the strength now upholding 

you, and you will rescue Israel from the power of Midian. Do I not send 

you myself?’ Gideon answered him, ‘Forgive me, my lord, but how can I 

deliver Israel? My clan, you must know, is the weakest in Manasseh and I 

am the least important in my family.’ The Lord answered him, ‘I will be with 

you and you shall crush Midian as though it were a single man.’ Gideon said 

to him, ‘If I have found favour in your sight, give me a sign that it is you who 

speak to me. I beg you, do not go away until I come back. I will bring you 

my offering and set it down before you.’ And he answered, ‘I will stay until 

you return.’ 
 

Gideon went away and prepared a young goat and made unleavened cakes 

with an ephah of flour. He put the meat into a basket and the broth into a 

pot, then brought it all to him under the terebinth. As he came near, the 

angel of the Lord said to him, ‘Take the meat and unleavened cakes, put 

them on this rock and pour the broth over them.’ Gideon did so. Then the 

angel of the Lord reached out the tip of the staff in his hand and touched 

the meat and unleavened cakes. Fire sprang from the rock and consumed 

the meat and unleavened cakes, and the angel of the Lord vanished before 

his eyes. Then Gideon knew this was the angel of the Lord, and he said, 

‘Alas, my Lord! I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face!’ The Lord 

answered him, ‘Peace be with you; have no fear; you will not die.’ Gideon 

built an altar there to the Lord and called it The-Lord-is-Peace. 

 
The word of the Lord 



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 84(85):9,11-14 

The Lord speaks peace to his people. 

 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

a voice that speaks of peace, 

peace for his people and his friends 

and those who turn to him in their hearts. 

 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven. 

 

The Lord will make us prosper 

and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps. 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
Ps24:4,5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Teach me your paths, my God, 

make me walk in your truth. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
2Co8:9 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus Christ was rich, 

but he became poor for your sake, 

to make you rich out of his poverty. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel         Matthew 19:23-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you solemnly, it will be hard for a rich man 

to enter the kingdom of heaven. Yes, I tell you again, it is easier for a camel 

to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 

kingdom of heaven.’ When the disciples heard this they were astonished. 

‘Who can be saved, then?’ they said. Jesus gazed at them. ‘For men’ he told 

them ‘this is impossible; for God everything is possible.’ 

 

Then Peter spoke. ‘What about us?’ he said to him ‘We have left everything 

and followed you. What are we to have, then?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I tell you 

solemnly, when all is made new and the Son of Man sits on his throne of 

glory, you will yourselves sit on twelve thrones to judge the twelve tribes 

of Israel. And everyone who has left houses, brothers, sisters, father, 

mother, children or land for the sake of my name will be repaid a hundred 

times over, and also inherit eternal life. 

‘Many who are first will be last, and the last, first.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



WEDNESDAY OF WEEK 20 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Wednesday 18 August 2021 
 

First reading         Judges 9:6-15 

A reading from the book of Judges 
 

All the leading men of Shechem and all Beth-millo gathered, and proclaimed 

Abimelech king by the terebinth of the pillar at Shechem. News of this was 

brought to Jotham. He came and stood on the top of Mount Gerizim and 

shouted aloud for them to hear: 
 

‘Hear me, leaders of Shechem, 

that God may also hear you! 
 

‘One day the trees went out 

to anoint a king to rule over them. 

They said to the olive tree, “Be our king!” 
 

‘The olive tree answered them, 

“Must I forego my oil 

which gives honour to gods and men, 

to stand swaying above the trees?” 
 

‘Then the trees said to the fig tree, 

“Come now, you be our king!” 
 

‘The fig tree answered them, 

“Must I forego my sweetness, 

forego my excellent fruit, 

to stand swaying above the trees?” 
 

‘Then the trees said to the vine, 

“Come now, you be our king!” 
 

‘The vine answered them, 

“Must I forego my wine 

which cheers the heart of gods and men, 

to stand swaying above the trees?” 
 

‘Then all the trees said to the thorn bush, 

“Come now, you be our king!” 
 

‘And the thorn bush answered the trees, 

“If in all good faith you anoint me king to reign over you, 

then come and shelter in my shade. 
 

If not, fire will come from the thorn bush 

and devour the cedars of Lebanon.”’ 
 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 20(21):2-7 

O Lord, your strength gives joy to the king. 

 

O Lord, your strength gives joy to the king; 

how your saving help makes him glad! 

You have granted him his heart’s desire; 

you have not refused the prayer of his lips. 

 

You came to meet him with the blessings of success, 

you have set on his head a crown of pure gold. 

He asked you for life and this you have given, 

days that will last from age to age. 

 

Your saving help has given him glory. 

You have laid upon him majesty and splendour, 

you have granted your blessings to him forever. 

You have made him rejoice with the joy of your presence. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      

Ps118:135 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let your face shine on your servant, 

and teach me your decrees. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 

Or: 
Heb4:12 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The word of God is something alive and active: 

it can judge secret emotions and thoughts. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 
  



Gospel         Matthew 20:1-16 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner going 

out at daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He made an agreement 

with the workers for one denarius a day, and sent them to his vineyard. 

Going out at about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the market 

place and said to them, “You go to my vineyard too and I will give you a 

fair wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour and again at about the 

ninth hour, he went out and did the same. Then at about the eleventh hour 

he went out and found more men standing round, and he said to them, 

“Why have you been standing here idle all day?” “Because no one has hired 

us” they answered. He said to them, “You go into my vineyard too.” In the 

evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the workers and 

pay them their wages, starting with the last arrivals and ending with the 

first.” So those who were hired at about the eleventh hour came forward 

and received one denarius each. When the first came, they expected to get 

more, but they too received one denarius each. They took it, but grumbled 

at the landowner. “The men who came last” they said “have done only one 

hour, and you have treated them the same as us, though we have done a 

heavy day’s work in all the heat.” He answered one of them and said, “My 

friend, I am not being unjust to you; did we not agree on one denarius? 

Take your earnings and go. I choose to pay the last comer as much as I pay 

you. Have I no right to do what I like with my own? Why be envious 

because I am generous?” Thus the last will be first, and the first, last.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



THURSDAY OF WEEK 20 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Thursday 19 August 2021 

 
First reading        Judges 11:29-39 

A reading from the book of Judges 

 

The spirit of the Lord came on Jephthah, who crossed Gilead and 

Manasseh, passed through to Mizpah in Gilead, and from Mizpah in Gilead 

made his way to the rear of the Ammonites. And Jephthah made a vow to 

the Lord, ‘If you deliver the Ammonites into my hands, then the first person 

to meet me from the door of my house when I return in triumph from 

fighting the Ammonites shall belong to the Lord, and I will offer him up as 

a holocaust. Jephthah marched against the Ammonites to attack them, and 

the Lord delivered them into his power. He harassed them from Aroer 

almost to Minnith (twenty towns) and to Abel-keramim. It was a very 

severe defeat, and the Ammonites were humbled before the Israelites. 

 

As Jephthah returned to his house at Mizpah, his daughter came out from 

it to meet him; she was dancing to the sound of timbrels. This was his only 

child; apart from her he had neither son nor daughter. When he saw her, 

he tore his clothes and exclaimed, ‘Oh my daughter, what sorrow you are 

bringing me! Must it be you, the cause of my ill-fortune! I have given a 

promise to the Lord, and I cannot unsay what I have said.’ She answered 

him, ‘My father, you have given a promise to the Lord; treat me as the vow 

you took binds you to, since the Lord has given you vengeance on your 

enemies the Ammonites.’ Then she said to her father, ‘Grant me one 

request. Let me be free for two months. I shall go and wander in the 

mountains, and with my companions bewail my virginity.’ He answered, 

‘Go’, and let her depart for two months. So she went away with her 

companions and bewailed her virginity in the mountains. When the two 

months were over, she returned to her father, and he treated her as the 

vow that he had uttered bound him. She had never known a man. 

 

 
The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 39(40):5,7-10 

Here I am, Lord!  

I come to do your will. 

 

Happy the man who has placed 

his trust in the Lord 

and has not gone over to the rebels 

who follow false gods. 

 

You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, 

but an open ear. 

You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 

Instead, here am I. 

 

In the scroll of the book it stands written 

that I should do your will. 

My God, I delight in your law 

in the depth of my heart. 

 

Your justice I have proclaimed 

in the great assembly. 

My lips I have not sealed; 

you know it, O Lord. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      
                                                   Ps118:27 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Make me grasp the way of your precepts, 

and I will muse on your wonders. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Ps94:8  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Harden not your hearts today, 

but listen to the voice of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
 



Gospel         Matthew 22:1-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus began to speak to the chief priests and elders of the people in 

parables: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 

feast for his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to call those who had been 

invited, but they would not come. Next he sent some more servants. “Tell 

those who have been invited” he said “that I have my banquet all prepared, 

my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, everything is ready. 

Come to the wedding.” But they were not interested: one went off to his 

farm, another to his business, and the rest seized his servants, maltreated 

them and killed them. The king was furious. He despatched his troops, 

destroyed those murderers and burnt their town. Then he said to his 

servants, “The wedding is ready; but as those who were invited proved to 

be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and invite everyone you 

can find to the wedding.” So these servants went out on to the roads and 

collected together everyone they could find, bad and good alike; and the 

wedding hall was filled with guests. When the king came in to look at the 

guests he noticed one man who was not wearing a wedding garment, and 

said to him, “How did you get in here, my friend, without a wedding 

garment?” And the man was silent. Then the king said to the attendants, 

“Bind him hand and foot and throw him out into the dark, where there will 

be weeping and grinding of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



Memorial of Saint Bernard, Abbot, Doctor of the Church   

Friday 20 August 2021 

 

First reading         Ruth 1:1,3-6,14-16,22 

A reading from the book of Ruth 
 

In the days of the Judges famine came to the land and a certain man from 

Bethlehem of Judah went – he, his wife and his two sons – to live in the 

country of Moab. Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died, and she and her two sons 

were left. These married Moabite women: one was named Orpah and the 

other Ruth. They lived there about ten years. Then both Mahlon and Chilion 

also died and the woman was bereft of her two sons and her husband. So she 

and her daughters-in-law prepared to return from the country of Moab, for 

she had heard that the Lord had visited his people and given them food. Then 

Orpah kissed her mother-in-law and went back to her people. But Ruth clung 

to her. 

 

Naomi said to her, ‘Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and 

to her god. You must return too; follow your sister-in-law.’ 

 

But Ruth said, ‘Do not press me to leave you and to turn back from your 

company, for 

 

‘wherever you go, I will go, 

wherever you live, I will live. 

Your people shall be my people, 

and your God, my God.’ 

 

This was how Naomi, she who returned from the country of Moab, came 

back with Ruth the Moabitess her daughter-in-law. And they came to 

Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 145(146):5-10 

My soul, give praise to the Lord. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

He is happy who is helped by Jacob’s God, 

whose hope is in the Lord his God, 

who alone made heaven and earth, 

the seas and all they contain. 

 

It is he who keeps faith for ever, 

who is just to those who are oppressed. 

It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 

the Lord, who sets prisoners free, 

 

the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 

who raises up those who are bowed down, 

the Lord, who protects the stranger 

and upholds the widow and orphan. 

 

It is the Lord who loves the just 

but thwarts the path of the wicked. 

The Lord will reign for ever, 

Zion’s God, from age to age. 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      

Ps118:18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open my eyes, O Lord, that I may consider 

the wonders of your law. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or:       
 

Ps24:4,5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Teach me your paths, my God, 

make me walk in your truth. 

Alleluia! 
 



Gospel         Matthew 22:34-40 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees they got 

together and, to disconcert him, one of them put a question, ‘Master, which 

is the greatest commandment of the Law?’ Jesus said, ‘You must love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 

mind. This is the greatest and the first commandment. The second 

resembles it: You must love your neighbour as yourself. On these two 

commandments hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Memorial of Saint Pius X, Martyr  

Saturday 21 August 2021 

 
First reading         Ruth 2:1-3,8-11,4:13-17 

A reading from the book of Ruth 

 
Naomi had a kinsman on her husband’s side, well-to-do and of Elimelech’s clan. 

His name was Boaz. 

 

Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, ‘Let me go into the fields and glean among 

the ears of corn in the footsteps of some man who will look on me with favour.’ 

And she said to her, ‘Go, my daughter.’ So she set out and went to glean in the 

fields after the reapers. And it chanced that she came to that part of the fields 

which belonged to Boaz of Elimelech’s clan. 

 

Boaz said to Ruth, ‘Listen, my daughter, and understand this. You are not to 

glean in any other field, do not leave here but stay with my servants. Keep your 

eyes on whatever part of the field they are reaping and follow behind. I have 

ordered my servants not to molest you. And if you are thirsty, go to the pitchers 

and drink what the servants have drawn.’ Then she fell on her face, bowing to 

the ground. And she said to him, ‘How have I so earned your favour that you 

take notice of me, even though I am a foreigner?’ And Boaz answered her, ‘I 

have been told all you have done for your mother-in-law since your husband’s 

death, and how you left your own father and mother and the land where you 

were born to come among a people whom you knew nothing about before you 

came here.’ 

 

So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. And when they came together, the 

Lord made her conceive and she bore a son. And the women said to Naomi, 

‘Blessed be the Lord who has not left the dead man without next of kin this day 

to perpetuate his name in Israel. The child will be a comfort to you and the prop 

of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you and is more to you than 

seven sons has given him birth.’ And Naomi took the child to her own bosom 

and she became his nurse. 

 

And the women of the neighbourhood gave him a name. ‘A son has been born 

for Naomi’ they said; and they named him Obed. This was the father of David’s 

father, Jesse. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 127(128):1-5 

Indeed thus shall be blessed  

the man who fears the Lord. 

 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord 

and walk in his ways! 

By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 

You will be happy and prosper. 

 

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 

in the heart of your house; 

your children like shoots of the olive, 

around your table. 

 

Indeed thus shall be blessed 

the man who fears the Lord. 

May the Lord bless you from Zion 

all the days of your life! 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     
                 Ps118:36,29 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Bend my heart to your will, O Lord, 

and teach me your law. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or        

Mt23:9,10 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You have only one Father, 

and he is in heaven; 

you have only one Teacher, 

the Christ. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

 



Gospel         Matthew 23:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Addressing the people and his disciples Jesus said, ‘The scribes and the 

Pharisees occupy the chair of Moses. You must therefore do what they tell 

you and listen to what they say; but do not be guided by what they do: 

since they do not practise what they preach. They tie up heavy burdens 

and lay them on men’s shoulders, but will they lift a finger to move them? 

Not they! Everything they do is done to attract attention, like wearing 

broader phylacteries and longer tassels, like wanting to take the place of 

honour at banquets and the front seats in the synagogues, being greeted 

obsequiously in the market squares and having people call them Rabbi. 

 

‘You, however, must not allow yourselves to be called Rabbi, since you 

have only one master, and you are all brothers. You must call no one on 

earth your father, since you have only one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor 

must you allow yourselves to be called teachers, for you have only one 

Teacher, the Christ. The greatest among you must be your servant. Anyone 

who exalts himself will be humbled, and anyone who humbles himself will 

be exalted.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 


