
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First reading                                              1 Kings 19:4-8 

A reading from the first book of the Kings 

 

Elijah went into the wilderness, a day’s journey, and sitting under a furze 

bush wished he were dead. ‘O Lord,’ he said ‘I have had enough. Take my 

life; I am no better than my ancestors.’ Then he lay down and went to sleep. 

But an angel touched him and said, ‘Get up and eat.’ He looked round, and 

there at his head was a scone baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He 

ate and drank and then lay down again. But the angel of the Lord came back 

a second time and touched him and said, ‘Get up and eat, or the journey 

will be too long for you.’ So he got up and ate and drank, and strengthened 

by that food he walked for forty days and forty nights until he reached 

Horeb, the mountain of God. 

 

 

 
 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 33(34):2-9 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 

his praise always on my lips; 

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 

The humble shall hear and be glad. 

 

Glorify the Lord with me. 

Together let us praise his name. 

I sought the Lord and he answered me; 

from all my terrors he set me free. 

 

Look towards him and be radiant; 

let your faces not be abashed. 

This poor man called, the Lord heard him 

and rescued him from all his distress. 

 

The angel of the Lord is encamped 

around those who revere him, to rescue them. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

He is happy who seeks refuge in him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



Second reading               Ephesians 4:30-5:2 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God who has marked you with his seal for 

you to be set free when the day comes. Never have grudges against others, 

or lose your temper, or raise your voice to anybody, or call each other 

names, or allow any sort of spitefulness. Be friends with one another, and 

kind, forgiving each other as readily as God forgave you in Christ. 

 

Try, then, to imitate God as children of his that he loves and follow Christ 

loving as he loved you, giving himself up in our place as a fragrant offering 

and a sacrifice to God. 

 

 

 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      Jn14:23 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him,  

and we shall come to him. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 
Jn6:51 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the living bread which has come down from heaven,  

says the Lord. 

Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel          John 6:41-51 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

The Jews were complaining to each other about Jesus, because he had said, 

‘I am the bread that came down from heaven.’ ‘Surely this is Jesus son of 

Joseph’ they said. ‘We know his father and mother. How can he now say, 

“I have come down from heaven”?’ Jesus said in reply, ‘Stop complaining to 

each other. 

 

‘No one can come to me 

unless he is drawn by the Father who sent me, 

and I will raise him up at the last day. 

It is written in the prophets: 

They will all be taught by God, 

and to hear the teaching of the Father, 

and learn from it, 

is to come to me. 

Not that anybody has seen the Father, 

except the one who comes from God: 

he has seen the Father. 

I tell you most solemnly, 

everybody who believes has eternal life. 

‘I am the bread of life. 

Your fathers ate the manna in the desert 

and they are dead; 

but this is the bread that comes down from heaven, 

so that a man may eat it and not die. 

I am the living bread which has come down from heaven. 

Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever; 

and the bread that I shall give is my flesh, 

for the life of the world.’ 

 

 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



FEAST OF SAINT TERESA BENEDICTA OF THE CROSS,  

VIRGIN AND MARTYR, PATRON OF EUROPE  

Monday 9 August 2021 

 
First reading         Hosea 2:16,17,21-22 

A reading from the prophet Hosea 

 

The Lord says this: 

I am going to lead her out into the wilderness 

and speak to her heart. 

There she will respond to me as she did when she was young, 

as she did when she came out of the land of Egypt. 

I will betroth you to myself for ever, 

betroth you with integrity and justice, 

with tenderness and love; 

I will betroth you to myself with faithfulness, 

and you will come to know the Lord. 

 

 

 
The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 44(45):11-12,14-17 

Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words. 

 

Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words: 

forget your own people and your father’s house. 

So will the king desire your beauty: 

He is your lord, pay homage to him. 

 

The daughter of the king is clothed with splendour, 

her robes embroidered with pearls set in gold. 

She is led to the king with her maiden companions. 

 

They are escorted amid gladness and joy; 

they pass within the palace of the king. 

Sons shall be yours in place of your fathers: 

you will make them princes over all the earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                               
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

This is a wise virgin whom the Lord found watching; 

she went in to the wedding feast with him when he came. 

Alleluia! 
 

  



Gospel         Matthew 25:1-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples:  

 

‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps 

and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were 

sensible: the foolish ones did take their lamps, but they brought no oil, 

whereas the sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. The 

bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at 

midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him.” 

At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the 

foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of your oil: our lamps 

are going out.” But they replied, “There may not be enough for us and for 

you; you had better go to those who sell it and buy some for yourselves.” 

They had gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. Those who were 

ready went in with him to the wedding hall and the door was closed. The 

other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” they said “open the door for 

us.” But he replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay awake, 

because you do not know either the day or the hour.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



FEAST OF SAINT LAWRENCE, DEACON, MARTYR  

Tuesday 10 August 2021 

 
First reading         2 Corinthians 9:6-10 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

Thin sowing means thin reaping; the more you sow, the more you reap. 

Each one should give what he has decided in his own mind, not grudgingly 

or because he is made to, for God loves a cheerful giver. And there is no 

limit to the blessings which God can send you – he will make sure that you 

will always have all you need for yourselves in every possible circumstance, 

and still have something to spare for all sorts of good works. As scripture 

says: He was free in almsgiving, and gave to the poor: his good deeds will 

never be forgotten. 

 

The one who provides seed for the sower and bread for food will provide 

you with all the seed you want and make the harvest of your good deeds a 

larger one. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 111(112):1-2,5-9 

Happy the man who takes pity and lends. 

 

Happy the man who fears the Lord, 

who takes delight in all his commands. 

His sons will be powerful on earth; 

the children of the upright are blessed. 

 

The good man takes pity and lends, 

he conducts his affairs with honour. 

The just man will never waver: 

he will be remembered for ever. 

 

He has no fear of evil news; 

with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord. 

With a steadfast heart he will not fear; 

he will see the downfall of his foes. 

 

Open-handed, he gives to the poor; 

his justice stands firm for ever. 

His head will be raised in glory. 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
Jn8:12bc 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

anyone who follows me will have the light of life. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         John 12:24-26 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘I tell you, most solemnly, 

unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, 

it remains only a single grain; 

but if it dies, 

it yields a rich harvest. 

Anyone who loves his life loses it; 

anyone who hates his life in this world 

will keep it for the eternal life. 

If a man serves me, he must follow me, 

wherever I am, my servant will be there too. 

If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Memorial of Saint Clare, Virgin   

Wednesday 11 August 2021 

 
First reading         Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 

 
Leaving the plains of Moab, Moses went up Mount Nebo, the peak of Pisgah 

opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land; Gilead as far as Dan, 

all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the 

Western Sea, the Negeb, and the stretch of the Valley of Jericho, city of palm 

trees, as far as Zoar. The Lord said to him, ‘This is the land I swore to give to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying: I will give it to your descendants. I have let you 

see it with your own eyes, but you shall not cross into it.’ There in the land of 

Moab, Moses the servant of the Lord died as the Lord decreed; he buried him 

in the valley, in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor; but to this day no one 

has ever found his grave. Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he 

died, his eye undimmed, his vigour unimpaired. The sons of Israel wept for 

Moses in the plains of Moab for thirty days. The days of weeping for the 

mourning rites of Moses came to an end. Joshua son of Nun was filled with the 

spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him. It was he that the sons of 

Israel obeyed, carrying out the order that the Lord had given to Moses. 

 

Since then, never has there been such a prophet in Israel as Moses, the man the 

Lord knew face to face. What signs and wonders the Lord caused him to 

perform in the land of Egypt against Pharaoh and all his servants and his whole 

land! How mighty the hand and great the fear that Moses wielded in the sight of 

all Israel! 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 65(66):1-3,5,16-17 

Blessed be God, who gave life to my soul. 

 

Cry out with joy to God all the earth, 

O sing to the glory of his name. 

O render him glorious praise. 

Say to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds!’ 

 

Come and see the works of God, 

tremendous his deeds among men. 

Come and hear, all who fear God. 

I will tell what he did for my soul: 

to him I cried aloud, 

with high praise ready on my tongue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      

Ps110:7,8  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your precepts, O Lord, are all of them sure; 

they stand firm for ever and ever. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

Or: 
2Co5:19  

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, 

and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. 

Alleluia! 
 

 
 

  



Gospel         Matthew 18:15-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does something wrong, go and 

have it out with him alone, between your two selves. If he listens to you, 

you have won back your brother. If he does not listen, take one or two 

others along with you: the evidence of two or three witnesses is required 

to sustain any charge. But if he refuses to listen to these, report it to the 

community; and if he refuses to listen to the community, treat him like a 

pagan or a tax collector. 

 

‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound 

in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in 

heaven. 

 

‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on earth agree to ask anything 

at all, it will be granted to you by my Father in heaven. For where two or 

three meet in my name, I shall be there with them.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



THURSDAY OF WEEK 19 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Thursday 12 August 2021 

 
First reading        Joshua 3:7-11,13-17 

A reading from the book of Joshua 

 

The Lord said to Joshua, ‘This very day I will begin to make you a great man 

in the eyes of all Israel, to let them be sure that I am going to be with you 

even as I was with Moses. As for you, give this order to the priests carrying 

the ark of the covenant: “When you have reached the brink of the waters 

of the Jordan, you are to stand still in the Jordan itself”.’ Then Joshua said 

to the Israelites, ‘Come closer and hear the words of the Lord your God.’ 

Joshua said, ‘By this you shall know that a living God is with you and without 

a doubt will expel the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Hivite, the Perizzite, the 

Girgashite, the Amorite and the Jebusite. Look, the ark of the Lord, the 

Lord of the whole earth, is about to cross the Jordan at your head. As soon 

as the priests with the ark of the Lord, the Lord of the whole earth, have 

set their feet in the waters of the Jordan, the upper waters of the Jordan 

flowing down will be stopped in their course and stand still in one mass.’ 

 

Accordingly, when the people struck camp to cross the Jordan, the priests 

carried the ark of the covenant in front of the people. As soon as the 

bearers of the ark reached the Jordan and the feet of the priests who 

carried it touched the waters (the Jordan overflows the whole length of its 

banks throughout the harvest season) the upper waters stood still and 

made one heap over a wide space – from Adam to the fortress of 

Zarethan – while those flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah, that is, the 

Salt Sea, stopped running altogether. The people crossed opposite Jericho. 

The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood still on 

dry ground in mid-Jordan, and all Israel continued to cross dry-shod till the 

whole nation had finished its crossing of the river. 

 

 
The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 113A(114):1-6 

Alleluia! 

 

When Israel came forth from Egypt, 

Jacob’s sons from an alien people, 

Judah became the Lord’s temple, 

Israel became his kingdom. 

 

The sea fled at the sight: 

the Jordan turned back on its course, 

the mountains leapt like rams 

and the hills like yearling sheep. 

 

Why was it, sea, that you fled, 

that you turned back, Jordan, on your course? 

Mountains, that you leapt like rams, 

hills, like yearling sheep? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      
                                                   Ps118:88 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Because of your love give me life, 

and I will do your will. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Ps118:135  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let your face shine on your servant, 

and teach me your decrees. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 



Gospel         Matthew 18:21-19:1 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I forgive my brother 

if he wrongs me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I 

tell you, but seventy-seven times. 

 

‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who decided 

to settle his accounts with his servants. When the reckoning began, they 

brought him a man who owed ten thousand talents; but he had no means 

of paying, so his master gave orders that he should be sold, together with 

his wife and children and all his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the 

servant threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me time” he said 

“and I will pay the whole sum.” And the servant’s master felt so sorry for 

him that he let him go and cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went 

out, he happened to meet a fellow servant who owed him one hundred 

denarii; and he seized him by the throat and began to throttle him. “Pay 

what you owe me” he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet and implored 

him, saying, “Give me time and I will pay you.” But the other would not 

agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into prison till he should pay 

the debt. His fellow servants were deeply distressed when they saw what 

had happened, and they went to their master and reported the whole affair 

to him. Then the master sent for him. “You wicked servant,” he said “I 

cancelled all that debt of yours when you appealed to me. Were you not 

bound, then, to have pity on your fellow servant just as I had pity on you?” 

And in his anger the master handed him over to the torturers till he should 

pay all his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will deal with you 

unless you each forgive your brother from your heart.’ 

 

Jesus had now finished what he wanted to say, and he left Galilee and came 

into the part of Judaea which is on the far side of the Jordan. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 19 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Friday 13 August 2021 

 

First reading         Joshua 24:1-13 

A reading from the book of Joshua 
 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; then he called 

the elders, leaders, judges and scribes of Israel, and they presented themselves 

before God. Then Joshua said to all the people: 

 

‘The Lord, the God of Israel says this, “In ancient days your ancestors lived 

beyond the River – such was Terah the father of Abraham and of Nahor – 

and they served other gods. Then I brought your father Abraham from 

beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan. I increased his 

descendants and gave him Isaac. To Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. To Esau I gave 

the mountain country of Seir as his possession. Jacob and his sons went down 

into Egypt. Then I sent Moses and Aaron and plagued Egypt with the wonders 

that I worked there. So I brought you out of it. I brought your ancestors out 

of Egypt, and you came to the Sea; the Egyptians pursued your ancestors with 

chariots and horsemen as far as the Sea of Reeds. There they called to the 

Lord, and he spread a thick fog between you and the Egyptians, and made the 

sea go back on them and cover them. You saw with your own eyes the things 

I did in Egypt. Then for a long time you lived in the wilderness, until I brought 

you into the land of the Amorites who lived beyond the Jordan; they made 

war on you and I gave them into your hands; you took possession of their 

country because I destroyed them before you. Next, Balak son of Zippor the 

king of Moab arose to make war on Israel, and sent for Balaam son of Beor 

to come and curse you. But I would not listen to Balaam; instead, he had to 

bless you, and I saved you from his hand. 

 

“When you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho, those who held Jericho 

fought against you, as did the Amorites and Perizzites, the Canaanites, 

Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I put them all into your power. 

I sent out hornets in front of you, which drove the two Amorite kings before 

you; this was not the work of your sword or your bow. I gave you a land 

where you never toiled, you live in towns you never built; you eat now from 

vineyards and olive-groves you never planted.”’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 135(136):1-3,16-18,21-22,24 

Great is his love, love without end. 
[Response is spoken after each line] 

 

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 

 

Give thanks to the God of gods. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord of lords. 

 

 

Through the desert his people he led. 

 

Nations in their greatness he struck. 

 

Kings in their splendour he slew. 

 

 

He let Israel inherit their land. 

 

On his servant their land he bestowed. 

 

And he snatched us away from our foes. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      

Ps110:7,8  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your precepts, O Lord, are all of them sure; 

they stand firm for ever and ever. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or:       
cf.1Th2:13 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Accept God’s message for what it really is: 

God’s message, and not some human thinking. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Matthew 19:3-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Some Pharisees approached Jesus, and to test him they said, ‘Is it against 

the Law for a man to divorce his wife on any pretext whatever?’ He 

answered, ‘Have you not read that the creator from the beginning made 

them male and female and that he said: This is why a man must leave father 

and mother, and cling to his wife, and the two become one body? They are 

no longer two, therefore, but one body. So then, what God has united, 

man must not divide.’ 

 

They said to him, ‘Then why did Moses command that a writ of dismissal 

should be given in cases of divorce?’ ‘It was because you were so 

unteachable’ he said ‘that Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but it 

was not like this from the beginning. Now I say this to you: the man who 

divorces his wife – I am not speaking of fornication – and marries another, 

is guilty of adultery.’ 

 

The disciples said to him, ‘If that is how things are between husband and 

wife, it is not advisable to marry.’ But he replied, ‘It is not everyone who 

can accept what I have said, but only those to whom it is granted. There 

are eunuchs born that way from their mother’s womb, there are eunuchs 

made so by men and there are eunuchs who have made themselves that 

way for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone accept this who 

can.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Memorial of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest, Martyr  

Saturday 14 August 2021 
 

First reading         Joshua 24:14-29 

A reading from the book of Joshua 
 

Joshua said to all the people, ‘Fear the Lord and serve him perfectly and 

sincerely; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and 

in Egypt, and serve the Lord. But if you will not serve the Lord, choose today 

whom you wish to serve, whether the gods that your ancestors served beyond 

the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are now living. As for 

me and my House, we will serve the Lord.’ 
 

The people answered, ‘We have no intention of deserting the Lord and serving 

other gods! Was it not the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors 

out of the land of Egypt, the house of slavery, who worked those great wonders 

before our eyes and preserved us all along the way we travelled and among all 

the peoples through whom we journeyed? What is more, the Lord drove all 

those peoples out before us, as well as the Amorites who used to live in this 

country. We too will serve the Lord, for he is our God.’ 
 

Then Joshua said to the people, ‘You cannot serve the Lord, because he is a holy 

God, he is a jealous God who will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 

If you desert the Lord to follow alien gods he in turn will afflict and destroy you 

after the goodness he has shown you.’ The people answered Joshua, ‘No; it is 

the Lord we wish to serve.’ Then Joshua said to the people, ‘You are witnesses 

against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.’ They answered, 

‘We are witnesses.’ ‘Then cast away the alien gods among you and give your 

hearts to the Lord the God of Israel!’ The people answered Joshua, ‘It is the 

Lord our God we choose to serve; it is his voice that we will obey.’ 
 

That day, Joshua made a covenant for the people; he laid down a statute and 

ordinance for them at Shechem. Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the 

Law of God. Then he took a great stone and set it up there, under the oak in 

the sanctuary of the Lord, and Joshua said to all the people, ‘See! This stone shall 

be a witness against us because it has heard all the words that the Lord has 

spoken to us: it shall be a witness against you in case you deny your God.’ Then 

Joshua sent the people away, and each returned to his own inheritance. 
 

After these things Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died; he was a 

hundred and ten years old. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 15(16):1-2,5,7-8,11 

You are my inheritance, O Lord. 

 

Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 

I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God.’ 

O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; 

it is you yourself who are my prize. 

 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, 

who even at night directs my heart. 

I keep the Lord ever in my sight: 

since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. 

 

You will show me the path of life, 

the fullness of joy in your presence, 

at your right hand happiness for ever. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     
                 cf.Col3:16a,17 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, 

find a home with you; 

through him give thanks to God the Father. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or        

Mt11:25 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father,  

Lord of heaven and earth, 

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 

to mere children. 

Alleluia! 

 



 

Gospel         Matthew 19:13-15 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

People brought little children to Jesus, for him to lay his hands on them and 

say a prayer. The disciples turned them away, but Jesus said, ‘Let the little 

children alone, and do not stop them coming to me; for it is to such as 

these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.’ Then he laid his hands on them 

and went on his way. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 


