
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First reading                                              Joshua 24:1-2,15-18 

A reading from the book of Joshua 

 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; then he called 

the elders, leaders, judges and scribes of Israel, and they presented 

themselves before God. Then Joshua said to all the people, ‘If you will not 

serve the Lord, choose today whom you wish to serve, whether the gods 

that your ancestors served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites 

in whose land you are now living. As for me and my House, we will serve 

the Lord.’ 

 

The people answered, ‘We have no intention of deserting the Lord and 

serving other gods! Was it not the Lord our God who brought us and our 

ancestors out of the land of Egypt, the house of slavery, who worked those 

great wonders before our eyes and preserved us all along the way we 

travelled and among all the peoples through whom we journeyed? What is 

more, the Lord drove all those peoples out before us, as well as the 

Amorites who used to live in this country. We too will serve the Lord, for 

he is our God.’ 

 

 

 
 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 33(34):2-3,16-23 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 

his praise always on my lips; 

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 

The humble shall hear and be glad. 

 

The Lord turns his face against the wicked 

to destroy their remembrance from the earth. 

The Lord turns his eyes to the just 

and his ears to their appeal. 

 

They call and the Lord hears 

and rescues them in all their distress. 

The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; 

those whose spirit is crushed he will save. 

 

Many are the trials of the just man 

but from them all the Lord will rescue him. 

He will keep guard over all his bones, 

not one of his bones shall be broken. 

 

Evil brings death to the wicked; 

those who hate the good are doomed. 

The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. 

Those who hide in him shall not be condemned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Second reading               Ephesians 5:21-32 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

Give way to one another in obedience to Christ. Wives should regard their 

husbands as they regard the Lord, since as Christ is head of the Church 

and saves the whole body, so is a husband the head of his wife; and as the 

Church submits to Christ, so should wives to their husbands, in everything. 

Husbands should love their wives just as Christ loved the Church and 

sacrificed himself for her to make her holy. He made her clean by washing 

her in water with a form of words, so that when he took her to himself 

she would be glorious, with no speck or wrinkle or anything like that, but 

holy and faultless. In the same way, husbands must love their wives as they 

love their own bodies; for a man to love his wife is for him to love himself. 

A man never hates his own body, but he feeds it and looks after it; and that 

is the way Christ treats the Church, because it is his body – and we are its 

living parts. For this reason, a man must leave his father and mother and be 

joined to his wife, and the two will become one body. This mystery has 

many implications; but I am saying it applies to Christ and the Church. 

 

 

 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      cf.Jn6:63,68 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life; 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel          John 6:60-69 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

After hearing his doctrine many of the followers of Jesus said, ‘This is 

intolerable language. How could anyone accept it?’ Jesus was aware that his 

followers were complaining about it and said, ‘Does this upset you? What 

if you should see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before? 

 

‘It is the spirit that gives life, 

the flesh has nothing to offer. 

The words I have spoken to you are spirit 

and they are life. 

 

‘But there are some of you who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the 

outset those who did not believe, and who it was that would betray him. 

He went on, ‘This is why I told you that no one could come to me unless 

the Father allows him.’ After this, many of his disciples left him and stopped 

going with him. 

 

Then Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘What about you, do you want to go away 

too?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘Lord, who shall we go to? You have the 

message of eternal life, and we believe; we know that you are the Holy One 

of God.’ 

 

 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



MONDAY OF WEEK 21 IN ORDINARY TIME 

Monday 23 August 2021 

 
First reading         1 Thessalonians 1:1-5,8-10 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 

 

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Church in Thessalonika which is in 

God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; wishing you grace and peace 

from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

We always mention you in our prayers and thank God for you all, and 

constantly remember before God our Father how you have shown your 

faith in action, worked for love and persevered through hope, in our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

We know, brothers, that God loves you and that you have been chosen, 

because when we brought the Good News to you, it came to you not only 

as words, but as power and as the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction. And 

you observed the sort of life we lived when we were with you, which was 

for your instruction, since it was from you that the word of the Lord 

started to spread – and not only throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for the 

news of your faith in God has spread everywhere. We do not need to tell 

other people about it: other people tell us how we started the work among 

you, how you broke with idolatry when you were converted to God and 

became servants of the real, living God; and how you are now waiting for 

Jesus, his Son, whom he raised from the dead, to come from heaven to 

save us from the retribution which is coming. 

 

 

 

 
The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 149:1-6,9 

The Lord takes delight in his people. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord, 

his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 

Let Israel rejoice in its Maker, 

let Zion’s sons exult in their king. 

 

Let them praise his name with dancing 

and make music with timbrel and harp. 

For the Lord takes delight in his people. 

He crowns the poor with salvation. 

 

Let the faithful rejoice in their glory, 

shout for joy and take their rest. 

Let the praise of God be on their lips: 

this honour is for all his faithful. 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                               
 

Jn17:17 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your word is truth, O Lord: 

consecrate us in the truth. 

Alleluia! 

 
Or:  
        Jn10:27 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice,  

says the Lord,  

I know them and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 
 



Gospel         Matthew 23:13-22 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said: ‘Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You who 

shut up the kingdom of heaven in men’s faces, neither going in yourselves 

nor allowing others to go in who want to. 

 

‘Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You who travel over 

sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when you have him you make 

him twice as fit for hell as you are. 

 

‘Alas for you, blind guides! You who say, “If a man swears by the Temple, 

it has no force; but if a man swears by the gold of the Temple, he is bound.” 

Fools and blind! For which is of greater worth, the gold or the Temple that 

makes the gold sacred? Or else, “If a man swears by the altar it has no 

force; but if a man swears by the offering that is on the altar, he is bound.” 

You blind men! For which is of greater worth, the offering or the altar that 

makes the offering sacred? Therefore, when a man swears by the altar he 

is swearing by that and by everything on it. And when a man swears by the 

Temple he is swearing by that and by the One who dwells in it. And when 

a man swears by heaven he is swearing by the throne of God and by the 

One who is seated there.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



FEAST OF SAINT BARTHOLEMEW, APOSTLE  

Tuesday 24 August 2021 

 
First reading         Apocalypse 21:9-14 
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 

 

The angel came to speak to me, and said, ‘Come here and I will show you 

the bride that the Lamb has married.’ In the spirit, he took me to the top 

of an enormous high mountain and showed me Jerusalem, the holy city, 

coming down from God out of heaven. It had all the radiant glory of God 

and glittered like some precious jewel of crystal-clear diamond. The walls 

of it were of a great height, and had twelve gates; at each of the twelve 

gates there was an angel, and over the gates were written the names of the 

twelve tribes of Israel; on the east there were three gates, on the north 

three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. The city 

walls stood on twelve foundation stones, each one of which bore the name 

of one of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 144(145):10-13a,17-18 

Your friends, O Lord, make known  

the glorious splendour of your reign. 

 

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, 

and your friends shall repeat their blessing. 

They shall speak of the glory of your reign 

and declare your might, O God. 

 

They make known to men your mighty deeds 

and the glorious splendour of your reign. 

Yours is an everlasting kingdom; 

your rule lasts from age to age. 

 

The Lord is just in all his ways 

and loving in all his deeds. 

He is close to all who call him, 

who call on him from their hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
Jn1:49 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Rabbi, you are the Son of God, 

you are the King of Israel. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         John 1:45-51 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found the one Moses 

wrote about in the Law, the one about whom the prophets wrote: he is 

Jesus son of Joseph, from Nazareth.’ ‘From Nazareth?’ said Nathanael ‘Can 

anything good come from that place?’ ‘Come and see’ replied Philip. When 

Jesus saw Nathanael coming he said of him, ‘There is an Israelite who 

deserves the name, incapable of deceit.’ ‘How do you know me?’ said 

Nathanael. ‘Before Philip came to call you,’ said Jesus ‘I saw you under the 

fig tree.’ Nathanael answered, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the 

King of Israel.’ Jesus replied, ‘You believe that just because I said: I saw you 

under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.’ And then he added 

‘I tell you most solemnly, you will see heaven laid open and, above the Son 

of Man, the angels of God ascending and descending.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



WEDNESDAY OF WEEK 21 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Wednesday 25 August 2021 

 
First reading         1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 

 
Let me remind you, brothers, how hard we used to work, slaving night and day 

so as not to be a burden on any one of you while we were proclaiming God’s 

Good News to you. You are witnesses, and so is God, that our treatment of 

you, since you became believers, has been impeccably right and fair. You can 

remember how we treated every one of you as a father treats his children, 

teaching you what was right, encouraging you and appealing to you to live a life 

worthy of God, who is calling you to share the glory of his kingdom. Another 

reason why we constantly thank God for you is that as soon as you heard the 

message that we brought you as God’s message, you accepted it for what it 

really is, God’s message and not some human thinking; and it is still a living power 

among you who believe it. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 138(139):7-12 

O Lord, you search me and you know me. 

 

O where can I go from your spirit, 

or where can I flee from your face? 

If I climb the heavens, you are there. 

If I lie in the grave, you are there. 

 

If I take the wings of the dawn 

and dwell at the sea’s furthest end, 

even there your hand would lead me, 

your right hand would hold me fast. 

 

If I say: ‘Let the darkness hide me 

and the light around me be night,’ 

even darkness is not dark for you 

and the night is as clear as the day. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      
 

Mt4:4 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Man does not live on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 

Or: 
1Jn2:5 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Whenever anyone obeys what Christ has said, 

God’s love comes to perfection in him. 

Alleluia! 

 
 



Gospel         Matthew 23:27-32 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said: ‘Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You who 

are like whitewashed tombs that look handsome on the outside, but inside 

are full of dead men’s bones and every kind of corruption. In the same way 

you appear to people from the outside like good honest men, but inside 

you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

 

‘Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You who build the 

sepulchres of the prophets and decorate the tombs of holy men, saying, 

“We would never have joined in shedding the blood of the prophets, had 

we lived in our fathers’ day.” So! Your own evidence tells against you! You 

are the sons of those who murdered the prophets! Very well then, finish 

off the work that your fathers began.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



THURSDAY OF WEEK 21 IN ORDINARY TIME   

Thursday 26 August 2021 

 
First reading        1 Thessalonians 3:7-13 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 

 

Brothers, your faith has been a great comfort to us in the middle of our 

own troubles and sorrows; now we can breathe again, as you are still 

holding firm in the Lord. How can we thank God enough for you, for all 

the joy we feel before our God on your account? We are earnestly praying 

night and day to be able to see you face to face again and make up any 

shortcomings in your faith. 

 

May God our Father himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, make it easy for 

us to come to you. May the Lord be generous in increasing your love and 

make you love one another and the whole human race as much as we love 

you. And may he so confirm your hearts in holiness that you may be 

blameless in the sight of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus Christ 

comes with all his saints. 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 89(90):3-4,12-14,17 

Fill us with your love that we may rejoice. 

 

You turn men back to dust 

and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 

To your eyes a thousand years 

are like yesterday, come and gone, 

no more than a watch in the night. 

 

Make us know the shortness of our life 

that we may gain wisdom of heart. 

Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 

Show pity to your servants. 

 

In the morning, fill us with your love; 

we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 

Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 

give success to the work of our hands. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      
                                                   Jn15:15 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I call you friends, says the Lord, 

because I have made known to you 

everything I have learnt from my Father. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Mt24:42,44 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Stay awake and stand ready, 

because you do not know the hour 

when the Son of Man is coming. 

Alleluia! 
 



Gospel         Matthew 24:42-51 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Stay awake, because you do not know the day 

when your master is coming. You may be quite sure of this, that if the 

householder had known at what time of the night the burglar would come, 

he would have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break 

through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready because 

the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

 

‘What sort of servant, then, is faithful and wise enough for the master to 

place him over his household to give them their food at the proper time? 

Happy that servant if his master’s arrival finds him at this employment. I tell 

you solemnly, he will place him over everything he owns. But as for the 

dishonest servant who says to himself, “My master is taking his time,” and 

sets about beating his fellow servants and eating and drinking with 

drunkards, his master will come on a day he does not expect and at an 

hour he does not know. The master will cut him off and send him to the 

same fate as the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and grinding of 

teeth.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



Memorial of Saint Monica   

Friday 27 August 2021 

 

First reading         1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 
 

Brothers, we urge you and appeal to you in the Lord Jesus to make more and 

more progress in the kind of life that you are meant to live: the life that God 

wants, as you learnt from us, and as you are already living it. You have not 

forgotten the instructions we gave you on the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

 

What God wants is for you all to be holy. He wants you to keep away from 

fornication, and each one of you to know how to use the body that belongs 

to him in a way that is holy and honourable, not giving way to selfish lust like 

the pagans who do not know God. He wants nobody at all ever to sin by taking 

advantage of a brother in these matters; the Lord always punishes sins of that 

sort, as we told you before and assured you. We have been called by God to 

be holy, not to be immoral; in other words, anyone who objects is not 

objecting to a human authority, but to God, who gives you his Holy Spirit. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 96(97):1-2,5-6,10-12 

Rejoice, you just, in the Lord. 

 

The Lord is king, let earth rejoice, 

let all the coastlands be glad. 

Cloud and darkness are his raiment; 

his throne, justice and right. 

 

The mountains melt like wax 

before the Lord of all the earth. 

The skies proclaim his justice; 

all peoples see his glory. 

 

The Lord loves those who hate evil; 

he guards the souls of his saints; 

he sets them free from the wicked. 

 

Light shines forth for the just 

and joy for the upright of heart. 

Rejoice, you just, in the Lord; 

give glory to his holy name. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      

cf.Ps129:5  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

My soul is waiting for the Lord, 

I count on his word. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or:       
Lk21:36 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Stay awake, praying at all times 

for the strength to stand with confidence 

before the Son of Man. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Matthew 25:1-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven will be like 

this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 

Five of them were foolish and five were sensible: the foolish ones did take 

their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks 

of oil as well as their lamps. The bridegroom was late, and they all grew 

drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom 

is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and 

trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give 

us some of your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied, “There may 

not be enough for us and for you; you had better go to those who sell it 

and buy some for yourselves.” They had gone off to buy it when the 

bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in with him to the 

wedding hall and the door was closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. 

“Lord, Lord,” they said “open the door for us.” But he replied, “I tell you 

solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay awake, because you do not know 

either the day or the hour.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Memorial of Saint Augustine, Bishop, Doctor of the Church  

Saturday 28 August 2021 
 

 

First reading         1 Thessalonians 4:9-11 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 
 

 

As for loving our brothers, there is no need for anyone to write to you about 

that, since you have learnt from God yourselves to love one another, and in fact 

this is what you are doing with all the brothers throughout the whole of 

Macedonia. However, we do urge you, brothers, to go on making even greater 

progress and to make a point of living quietly, attending to your own business 

and earning your living, just as we told you to. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 97(98):1,7-9 

The Lord comes to rule the people with fairness. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation. 

 

Let the sea and all within it, thunder; 

the world, and all its peoples. 

Let the rivers clap their hands 

and the hills ring out their joy 

 

at the presence of the Lord: for he comes, 

he comes to rule the earth. 

He will rule the world with justice 

and the peoples with fairness. 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     
                 Ph2:15-16 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

You will shine in the world like bright stars 

because you are offering it the word of life. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or        

Jn13:34  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I give you a new commandment: 

love one another just as I have loved you,  

says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
 



Gospel         Matthew 25:14-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of Heaven is like a 

man on his way abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his 

property to them. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to a third 

one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set out.  ‘The man who had 

received the five talents promptly went and traded with them and made 

five more. The man who had received two made two more in the same 

way. But the man who had received one went off and dug a hole in the 

ground and hid his master’s money.  ‘Now a long time after, the master of 

those servants came back and went through his accounts with them. The 

man who had received the five talents came forward bringing five more. 

“Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more that I 

have made.”   ‘His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; 

you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with 

greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.”   ‘Next the man with 

the two talents came forward. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with two 

talents; here are two more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well 

done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small 

things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s 

happiness.”   ‘Last came forward the man who had the one talent. “Sir,” 

said he “I had heard you were a hard man, reaping where you have not 

sown and gathering where you have not scattered; so I was afraid, and I 

went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you 

have it back.” But his master answered him, “You wicked and lazy servant! 

So you knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I have 

not scattered? Well then, you should have deposited my money with the 

bankers, and on my return I would have recovered my capital with interest. 

So now, take the talent from him and give it to the man who has the five 

talents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more 

than enough; but from the man who has not, even what he has will be taken 

away. As for this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, 

where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 


