
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First reading                                              Isaiah 50:5-9 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

The Lord has opened my ear. 

For my part, I made no resistance, 

neither did I turn away. 

I offered my back to those who struck me, 

my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 

I did not cover my face 

against insult and spittle. 

 

The Lord comes to my help, 

so that I am untouched by the insults. 

So, too, I set my face like flint; 

I know I shall not be shamed. 

 

My vindicator is here at hand. Does anyone start proceedings against me? 

Then let us go to court together. 

Who thinks he has a case against me? 

Let him approach me. 

The Lord is coming to my help, 

who will dare to condemn me? 

 

 

 
 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 114(116):1-6,8-9 

I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living. 

 

I love the Lord for he has heard 

the cry of my appeal; 

for he turned his ear to me 

in the day when I called him. 

 

They surrounded me, the snares of death, 

with the anguish of the tomb; 

they caught me, sorrow and distress. 

I called on the Lord’s name. 

O Lord, my God, deliver me! 

 

How gracious is the Lord, and just; 

our God has compassion. 

The Lord protects the simple hearts; 

I was helpless so he saved me. 

 

He has kept my soul from death, 

my eyes from tears 

and my feet from stumbling. 

I will walk in the presence of the Lord 

in the land of the living. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading               James 2:14-18 

A reading from the letter of St James 

 

Take the case, my brothers, of someone who has never done a single good 

act but claims that he has faith. Will that faith save him? If one of the 

brothers or one of the sisters is in need of clothes and has not enough food 

to live on, and one of you says to them, ‘I wish you well; keep yourself 

warm and eat plenty’, without giving them these bare necessities of life, 

then what good is that? Faith is like that: if good works do not go with it, it 

is quite dead. 

 

This is the way to talk to people of that kind: ‘You say you have faith and I 

have good deeds; I will prove to you that I have faith by showing you my 

good deeds – now you prove to me that you have faith without any good 

deeds to show.’ 

 

 

 

 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation      Jn14:6 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the Lord; 

No one can come to the Father except through me. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

Or:         Ga6:14 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The only thing I can boast about is the cross of our Lord, 

through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel          Mark 8:27-35 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

Jesus and his disciples left for the villages round Caesarea Philippi. On the 

way he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say I am?’ And 

they told him. ‘John the Baptist,’ they said ‘others Elijah; others again, one 

of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he asked ‘who do you say I am?’ Peter spoke up 

and said to him, ‘You are the Christ.’ And he gave them strict orders not 

to tell anyone about him. 

 

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man was destined to suffer 

grievously, to be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, 

and to be put to death, and after three days to rise again; and he said all 

this quite openly. Then, taking him aside, Peter started to remonstrate with 

him. But, turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said to him, 

‘Get behind me, Satan! Because the way you think is not God’s way but 

man’s.’ 

 

He called the people and his disciples to him and said, ‘If anyone wants to 

be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his cross and 

follow me. For anyone who wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone 

who loses his life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.’ 

 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop, Doctor of the Church  

Monday 13 September 2021 

 
First reading         1 Timothy 2:1-8 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy 

 

My advice is that, first of all, there should be prayers offered for everyone – 

petitions, intercessions and thanksgiving – and especially for kings and 

others in authority, so that we may be able to live religious and reverent 

lives in peace and quiet. To do this is right, and will please God our saviour: 

he wants everyone to be saved and reach full knowledge of the truth. For 

there is only one God, and there is only one mediator between God and 

mankind, himself a man, Christ Jesus, who sacrificed himself as a ransom 

for them all. He is the evidence of this, sent at the appointed time, and I 

have been named a herald and apostle of it and – I am telling the truth and 

no lie – a teacher of the faith and the truth to the pagans. 

 

In every place, then, I want the men to lift their hands up reverently in 

prayer, with no anger or argument. 

 

 

 

 
The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 27(28):2,7-9 

Blessed be the Lord, for he has heard my cry. 

 

Hear the voice of my pleading 

as I call for help, 

as I lift up my hands in prayer 

to your holy place. 

 

The Lord is my strength and my shield; 

in him my heart trusts. 

I was helped, my heart rejoices 

and I praise him with my song. 

 

The Lord is the strength of his people, 

a fortress where his anointed find salvation. 

Save your people; bless Israel your heritage. 

Be their shepherd and carry them for ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                               
 

Ps118:27 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Make me grasp the way of your precepts, 

and I will muse on your wonders. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or:  
         Jn3:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son: 

everyone who believes in him has eternal life. 

Alleluia! 
 

 



Gospel         Luke 7:1-10 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

When Jesus had come to the end of all he wanted the people to hear, he 

went into Capernaum. A centurion there had a servant, a favourite of his, 

who was sick and near death. Having heard about Jesus he sent some Jewish 

elders to him to ask him to come and heal his servant. When they came to 

Jesus they pleaded earnestly with him. ‘He deserves this of you’ they said 

‘because he is friendly towards our people; in fact, he is the one who built 

the synagogue.’ So Jesus went with them, and was not very far from the 

house when the centurion sent word to him by some friends: ‘Sir,’ he said 

‘do not put yourself to trouble; because I am not worthy to have you under 

my roof; and for this same reason I did not presume to come to you myself; 

but give the word and let my servant be cured. For I am under authority 

myself, and have soldiers under me; and I say to one man: Go, and he goes; 

to another: Come here, and he comes; to my servant: Do this, and he does 

it.’ When Jesus heard these words he was astonished at him and, turning 

round, said to the crowd following him, ‘I tell you, not even in Israel have I 

found faith like this.’ And when the messengers got back to the house they 

found the servant in perfect health. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS   

Tuesday 14 September 2021 

 
First reading         Numbers 21:4-9 
A reading from the book of Numbers 

 

On the way through the wilderness the people lost patience. They spoke 

against God and against Moses, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt to die 

in this wilderness? For there is neither bread nor water here; we are sick 

of this unsatisfying food.’ 

 

At this God sent fiery serpents among the people; their bite brought death 

to many in Israel. The people came and said to Moses, ‘We have sinned by 

speaking against the Lord and against you. Intercede for us with the Lord 

to save us from these serpents.’ Moses interceded for the people, and the 

Lord answered him, ‘Make a fiery serpent and put it on a standard. If anyone 

is bitten and looks at it, he shall live.’ So Moses fashioned a bronze serpent 

which he put on a standard, and if anyone was bitten by a serpent, he 

looked at the bronze serpent and lived. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Or 

  



First reading         Philippians 2:6-11 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

 

The state of Jesus Christ was divine, 

yet he did not cling 

to his equality with God 

but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave 

and became as men are; 

and being as all men are, 

he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, 

death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

and gave him the name 

which is above all other names 

so that all beings 

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 

and that every tongue should acclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 77(78):1-2,34-38 

Never forget the deeds of the Lord. 

 

Give heed, my people, to my teaching; 

turn your ear to the words of my mouth. 

I will open my mouth in a parable 

and reveal hidden lessons of the past. 

 

When he slew them then they would seek him, 

return and seek him in earnest. 

They would remember that God was their rock, 

God the Most High their redeemer. 

 

But the words they spoke were mere flattery; 

they lied to him with their lips. 

For their hearts were not truly with him; 

they were not faithful to his covenant. 

 

Yet he who is full of compassion 

forgave them their sin and spared them. 

So often he held back his anger 

when he might have stirred up his rage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

We adore you, O Christ,  

and we bless you; 

because by your cross  

you have redeemed the world. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 



Gospel         John 3:13-17 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: 

 

‘No one has gone up to heaven 

except the one who came down from heaven, 

the Son of Man who is in heaven; 

and the Son of Man must be lifted up 

as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, 

so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. 

Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost 

but may have eternal life. 

For God sent his Son into the world 

not to condemn the world, 

but so that through him the world might be saved.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows  

Wednesday 15 September 2021 

 
First reading         1 Timothy 3:14-16 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy 

 
At the moment of writing to you, I am hoping that I may be with you soon; but 

in case I should be delayed, I wanted you to know how people ought to behave 

in God’s family – that is, in the Church of the living God, which upholds the 

truth and keeps it safe. Without any doubt, the mystery of our religion is very 

deep indeed: 

 

He was made visible in the flesh, 

attested by the Spirit, 

seen by angels, 

proclaimed to the pagans, 

believed in by the world, 

taken up in glory. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 110(111):1-6 

Great are the works of the Lord. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

I will thank the Lord with all my heart 

in the meeting of the just and their assembly. 

Great are the works of the Lord, 

to be pondered by all who love them. 

 

Majestic and glorious his work, 

his justice stands firm for ever. 

He makes us remember his wonders. 

The Lord is compassion and love. 

 

He gives food to those who fear him; 

keeps his covenant ever in mind. 

He has shown his might to his people 

by giving them the lands of the nations. 

 

 

 

 

[Optional Sequence – Stabat Mater] 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      
 

 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy is the blessed Virgin Mary, 

who, without dying, 

won the palm of martyrdom 

beneath the cross of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 



Gospel         John 19:25-27 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the 

wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. Seeing his mother and the disciple he 

loved standing near her, Jesus said to his mother, ‘Woman, this is your son.’ 

Then to the disciple he said, ‘This is your mother.’ And from that moment 

the disciple made a place for her in his home. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Or 

 

 

 



Gospel         Luke 2:33-35 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

As the father and mother of Jesus stood wondering at the things that were 

being said about him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 

‘You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in 

Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – and a sword will pierce your 

own soul too – so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

  



Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs  

Thursday 16 September 2021 

 
First reading         1 Timothy 4:12-16 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy  

 

Do not let people disregard you because you are young, but be an example 

to the believers in the way you speak and behave, and in your love, your 

faith and your purity. Make use of the time until I arrive by reading to the 

people, preaching and teaching. You have in you a spiritual gift which was 

given to you when the prophets spoke and the body of elders laid their 

hands on you; do not let it lie unused. Think hard about all this, and put it 

into practice, and everyone will be able to see how you are advancing. Take 

great care about what you do and what you teach; always do this, and in 

this way you will save both yourself and those who listen to you. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 110(111):7-10 

Great are the works of the Lord. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

His works are justice and truth, 

his precepts are all of them sure, 

standing firm for ever and ever; 

they are made in uprightness and truth. 

 

He has sent deliverance to his people 

and established his covenant for ever. 

Holy his name, to be feared. 

 

To fear the Lord is the first stage of wisdom; 

all who do so prove themselves wise. 

His praise shall last for ever! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
                                                   2Co5:19 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, 

and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
Mt11:28 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, 

and I will give you rest, says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 7:36-50 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

One of the Pharisees invited Jesus to a meal. When he arrived at the 

Pharisee’s house and took his place at table, a woman came in, who had a 

bad name in the town. She had heard he was dining with the Pharisee and 

had brought with her an alabaster jar of ointment. She waited behind him 

at his feet, weeping, and her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them away 

with her hair; then she covered his feet with kisses and anointed them with 

the ointment. 

 

When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this 

man were a prophet, he would know who this woman is that is touching 

him and what a bad name she has.’ Then Jesus took him up and said, ‘Simon, 

I have something to say to you.’ ‘Speak, Master’ was the reply. ‘There was 

once a creditor who had two men in his debt; one owed him five hundred 

denarii, the other fifty. They were unable to pay, so he pardoned them 

both. Which of them will love him more?’ ‘The one who was pardoned 

more, I suppose’ answered Simon. Jesus said, ‘You are right.’ 

 

Then he turned to the woman. ‘Simon,’ he said ‘you see this woman? I came 

into your house, and you poured no water over my feet, but she has poured 

out her tears over my feet and wiped them away with her hair. You gave 

me no kiss, but she has been covering my feet with kisses ever since I came 

in. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 

ointment. For this reason I tell you that her sins, her many sins, must have 

been forgiven her, or she would not have shown such great love. It is the 

man who is forgiven little who shows little love.’ Then he said to her, ‘Your 

sins are forgiven.’ Those who were with him at table began to say to 

themselves, ‘Who is this man, that he even forgives sins?’ But he said to the 

woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



Memorial of Saint Edith of Wilton  

Friday 17 September 2021 

 

READINGS OF THE DAY 

 

First reading         1 Timothy 6:2-12 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy 
 

This is what you are to teach the brothers to believe and persuade them to 

do. Anyone who teaches anything different, and does not keep to the sound 

teaching which is that of our Lord Jesus Christ, the doctrine which is in 

accordance with true religion, is simply ignorant and must be full of self-

conceit – with a craze for questioning everything and arguing about words. 

All that can come of this is jealousy, contention, abuse and wicked mistrust 

of one another; and unending disputes by people who are neither rational nor 

informed and imagine that religion is a way of making a profit. Religion, of 

course, does bring large profits, but only to those who are content with what 

they have. We brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out 

of it; but as long as we have food and clothing, let us be content with that. 

People who long to be rich are a prey to temptation; they get trapped into 

all sorts of foolish and dangerous ambitions which eventually plunge them into 

ruin and destruction. ‘The love of money is the root of all evils’ and there are 

some who, pursuing it, have wandered away from the faith, and so given their 

souls any number of fatal wounds. 

 

But, as a man dedicated to God, you must avoid all that. You must aim to be 

saintly and religious, filled with faith and love, patient and gentle. Fight the 

good fight of the faith and win for yourself the eternal life to which you were 

called when you made your profession and spoke up for the truth in front of 

many witnesses. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 48(49):6-10,17-20 

How happy are the poor in spirit:  

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Why should I fear in evil days 

the malice of the foes who surround me, 

men who trust in their wealth, 

and boast of the vastness of their riches? 

 

For no man can buy his own ransom, 

or pay a price to God for his life. 

The ransom of his soul is beyond him. 

He cannot buy life without end, 

nor avoid coming to the grave. 

 

Then do not fear when a man grows rich, 

when the glory of his house increases. 

He takes nothing with him when he dies, 

his glory does not follow him below. 

 

Though he flattered himself while he lived: 

‘Men will praise me for all my success,’ 

yet he will go to join his fathers, 

who will never see the light any more. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
Ps94:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Harden not your hearts today, 

but listen to the voice of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 
Mt11:25  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father,  

Lord of heaven and earth, 

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 

to mere children. 

Alleluia!  



Gospel         Luke 8:1-3 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Jesus made his way through towns and villages preaching, and proclaiming 

the Good News of the kingdom of God. With him went the Twelve, as 

well as certain women who had been cured of evil spirits and ailments: 

Mary surnamed the Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 

Joanna the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, Susanna, and several others 

who provided for them out of their own resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Or 

 

 



READINGS OF THE SAINT 

 

First reading         Isaiah 61:9-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

Their race will be famous throughout the nations, 

their descendants throughout the peoples. 

All who see them will admit 

that they are a race whom the Lord has blessed. 

 

‘I exult for joy in the Lord, 

my soul rejoices in my God, 

for he has clothed me in the garments of salvation, 

he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity, 

like a bridegroom wearing his wreath, 

like a bride adorned in her jewels. 

 

‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow, 

as a garden makes seeds spring up, 

so will the Lord make both integrity and praise 

spring up in the sight of the nations.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 44(45):11-12,14-17 

Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words. 

 

Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words: 

forget your own people and your father’s house. 

So will the king desire your beauty: 

He is your lord, pay homage to him. 

 

The daughter of the king is clothed with splendour, 

her robes embroidered with pearls set in gold. 

She is led to the king with her maiden companions. 

 

They are escorted amid gladness and joy; 

they pass within the palace of the king. 

Sons shall be yours in place of your fathers: 

you will make them princes over all the earth. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
Gal6:14 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The only thing I can boast about is the cross of our Lord, 

through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 

 

  



Gospel         Luke 10:38-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Jesus came to a village, and a woman named Martha welcomed him into 

her house. She had a sister called Mary, who sat down at the Lord’s feet 

and listened to him speaking. Now Martha who was distracted with all the 

serving said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister is leaving me to do the 

serving all by myself? Please tell her to help me.’ But the Lord answered: 

‘Martha, Martha,’ he said ‘you worry and fret about so many things, and yet 

few are needed, indeed only one. It is Mary who has chosen the better part; 

it is not to be taken from her.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SATURDAY OF WEEK 24 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Saturday 18 September 2021 

 

First reading         1 Timothy 6:13-16 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy 
 

 

Before God the source of all life and before Christ, who spoke up as a witness 

for the truth in front of Pontius Pilate, I put to you the duty of doing all that you 

have been told, with no faults or failures, until the Appearing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 

 

who at the due time will be revealed 

by God, the blessed and only Ruler of all, 

the King of kings and the Lord of lords, 

who alone is immortal, 

whose home is in inaccessible light, 

whom no man has seen and no man is able to see: 

to him be honour and everlasting power. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 99(100) 

Come before the Lord, singing for joy. 

 

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

Come before him, singing for joy. 

 

Know that he, the Lord, is God. 

He made us, we belong to him, 

we are his people, the sheep of his flock. 

 

Go within his gates, giving thanks. 

Enter his courts with songs of praise. 

Give thanks to him and bless his name. 

 

Indeed, how good is the Lord, 

eternal his merciful love. 

He is faithful from age to age. 

 

 

 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation     
                 Ps118:18 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open my eyes, O Lord, that I may consider 

the wonders of your law. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or        

cf.Lk8:15 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are those who,  

with a noble and generous heart, 

take the word of God to themselves 

and yield a harvest through their perseverance. 

Alleluia! 
 



Gospel         Luke 8:4-15 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

With a large crowd gathering and people from every town finding their way 

to him, Jesus used this parable: 

 

‘A sower went out to sow his seed. As he sowed, some fell on the edge of 

the path and was trampled on; and the birds of the air ate it up. Some seed 

fell on rock, and when it came up it withered away, having no moisture. 

Some seed fell amongst thorns and the thorns grew with it and choked it. 

And some seed fell into rich soil and grew and produced its crop a 

hundredfold.’ Saying this he cried, ‘Listen, anyone who has ears to hear!’ 

 

His disciples asked him what this parable might mean, and he said, ‘The 

mysteries of the kingdom of God are revealed to you; for the rest there 

are only parables, so that 

 

they may see but not perceive, 

listen but not understand. 

 

‘This, then, is what the parable means: the seed is the word of God. Those 

on the edge of the path are people who have heard it, and then the devil 

comes and carries away the word from their hearts in case they should 

believe and be saved. Those on the rock are people who, when they first 

hear it, welcome the word with joy. But these have no root; they believe 

for a while, and in time of trial they give up. As for the part that fell into 

thorns, this is people who have heard, but as they go on their way they are 

choked by the worries and riches and pleasures of life and do not reach 

maturity. As for the part in the rich soil, this is people with a noble and 

generous heart who have heard the word and take it to themselves and 

yield a harvest through their perseverance.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 


