
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First reading                                              Numbers 11:25-29 

A reading from the book of Numbers 

 

The Lord came down in the Cloud. He spoke with Moses, but took some 

of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. When the 

spirit came on them they prophesied, but not again. 

 

Two men had stayed back in the camp; one was called Eldad and the other 

Medad. The spirit came down on them; though they had not gone to the 

Tent, their names were enrolled among the rest. These began to prophesy 

in the camp. The young man ran to tell this to Moses, ‘Look,’ he said ‘Eldad 

and Medad are prophesying in the camp.’ Then said Joshua the son of Nun, 

who had served Moses from his youth, ‘My Lord Moses, stop them!’ Moses 

answered him, ‘Are you jealous on my account? If only the whole people 

of the Lord were prophets, and the Lord gave his Spirit to them all!’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 18(19):8,10,12-14 

The precepts of the Lord gladden the heart. 

 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

it revives the soul. 

The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 

it gives wisdom to the simple. 

 

The fear of the Lord is holy, 

abiding for ever. 

The decrees of the Lord are truth 

and all of them just. 

 

So in them your servant finds instruction; 

great reward is in their keeping. 

But who can detect all his errors? 

From hidden faults acquit me. 

 

From presumption restrain your servant 

and let it not rule me. 

Then shall I be blameless, 

clean from grave sin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading               James 5:1-6 

A reading from the letter of St James 

 

An answer for the rich. Start crying, weep for the miseries that are coming 

to you. Your wealth is all rotting, your clothes are all eaten up by moths. 

All your gold and your silver are corroding away, and the same corrosion 

will be your own sentence, and eat into your body. It was a burning fire 

that you stored up as your treasure for the last days. Labourers mowed 

your fields, and you cheated them – listen to the wages that you kept back, 

calling out; realise that the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of 

the Lord of hosts. On earth you have had a life of comfort and luxury; in 

the time of slaughter you went on eating to your heart’s content. It was 

you who condemned the innocent and killed them; they offered you no 

resistance. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      Jn17:17 
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your word is truth, O Lord: 

consecrate us in the truth. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Gospel          Mark 9:38-43,45,47-48 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

John said to Jesus, ‘Master, we saw a man who is not one of us casting out 

devils in your name; and because he was not one of us we tried to stop 

him.’ But Jesus said, ‘You must not stop him: no one who works a miracle 

in my name is likely to speak evil of me. Anyone who is not against us is for 

us. 

 

‘If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink just because you belong to 

Christ, then I tell you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward. 

 

‘But anyone who is an obstacle to bring down one of these little ones who 

have faith, would be better thrown into the sea with a great millstone round 

his neck. And if your hand should cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better for 

you to enter into life crippled, than to have two hands and go to hell, into 

the fire that cannot be put out. And if your foot should cause you to sin, 

cut it off; it is better for you to enter into life lame, than to have two feet 

and be thrown into hell. And if your eye should cause you to sin, tear it 

out; it is better for you to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, 

than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell where their worm does not 

die nor their fire go out.’ 

 

 

 

 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



Memorial of  Vincent de Paul, Priest 

Monday 27 September 2021 

 
First reading         Zechariah 8:1-8 

A reading from the prophet Zechariah 

 

The word of the Lord of Hosts was addressed to me as follows: 
 

‘The Lord of Hosts says this. 

I am burning with jealousy for Zion, with great anger for her sake. 
 

‘The Lord of Hosts says this. 

I am coming back to Zion and shall dwell in the middle of Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem will be called Faithful City 

and the mountain of the Lord of Hosts, the Holy Mountain. 
 

‘The Lord of Hosts says this. 

Old men and old women will again sit down 

in the squares of Jerusalem; 

every one of them staff in hand because of their great age. 

And the squares of the city will be full 

of boys and girls 

playing in the squares. 
 

‘The Lord of Hosts says this. 

If this seems a miracle 

to the remnant of this people (in those days), 

will it seem one to me? 

It is the Lord of Hosts who speaks. 
 

‘The Lord of Hosts says this. 

Now I am going to save my people 

from the countries of the East 

and from the countries of the West. 

I will bring them back 

to live inside Jerusalem. 

They shall be my people 

and I will be their God 

in faithfulness and integrity.’ 

 
The word of the Lord 



Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 101(102):16-21,29,22-23 

The Lord shall build up Zion again 

 and appear in all his glory. 

 

The nations shall fear the name of the Lord 

and all the earth’s kings your glory, 

when the Lord shall build up Zion again 

and appear in all his glory. 

Then he will turn to the prayers of the helpless; 

he will not despise their prayers. 

 

Let this be written for ages to come 

that a people yet unborn may praise the Lord; 

for the Lord leaned down from his sanctuary on high. 

He looked down from heaven to the earth 

that he might hear the groans of the prisoners 

and free those condemned to die. 

 

The sons of your servants shall dwell untroubled 

and their race shall endure before you 

that the name of the Lord may be proclaimed in Zion 

and his praise in the heart of Jerusalem, 

when peoples and kingdoms are gathered together 

to pay their homage to the Lord. 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                               
Jn14:6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him, 

and we shall come to him. 

Alleluia! 

 
Or:  
         Mk10:45 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Son of Man came to serve 

and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Luke 9:46-50 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

An argument started between the disciples about which of them was the 

greatest. Jesus knew what thoughts were going through their minds, and 

he took a little child and set him by his side and then said to them, ‘Anyone 

who welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and anyone who 

welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For the least among you all, 

that is the one who is great.’ 

 

John spoke up. ‘Master,’ he said ‘we saw a man casting out devils in your 

name, and because he is not with us we tried to stop him.’ But Jesus said 

to him, ‘You must not stop him: anyone who is not against you is for you.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



TUESDAY OF WEEK 26 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Tuesday 28 September 2021 

 
First reading         Zechariah 8:20-23 
A reading from the prophet Zechariah 

 

The Lord of Hosts says this: ‘There will be other peoples yet, and citizens 

of great cities. And the inhabitants of one city will go to the next and say, 

“Come, let us go and entreat the favour of the Lord, and seek the Lord of 

Hosts; I am going myself.” And many peoples and great nations will come 

to seek the Lord of Hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the favour of the 

Lord.’ 

 

The Lord of Hosts says this: ‘In those days, ten men of nations of every 

language will take a Jew by the sleeve and say, “We want to go with you, 

since we have learnt that God is with you.”’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 86(87) 

God is with us. 

 

On the holy mountain is his city 

cherished by the Lord. 

The Lord prefers the gates of Zion 

to all Jacob’s dwellings. 

Of you are told glorious things, 

O city of God! 

 

‘Babylon and Egypt I will count 

among those who know me; 

Philistia, Tyre, Ethiopia, 

these will be her children 

and Zion shall be called “Mother” 

for all shall be her children.’ 

 

It is he, the Lord Most High, 

who gives each his place. 

In his register of peoples he writes: 

‘These are her children,’ 

and while they dance they will sing: 

‘In you all find their home.’ 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
Ps118:36,29 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Bend my heart to your will, O Lord, 

and teach me your law. 

Alleluia! 

 
Or: 

Mk10:45 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Son of Man came to serve 

and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Luke 9:51-56 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

As the time drew near for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely 

took the road for Jerusalem and sent messengers ahead of him. These set 

out, and they went into a Samaritan village to make preparations for him, 

but the people would not receive him because he was making for Jerusalem. 

Seeing this, the disciples James and John said, ‘Lord, do you want us to call 

down fire from heaven to burn them up?’ But he turned and rebuked them, 

and they went off to another village. 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



FEAST OF SAINTS MICHAEL, GABRIEL AND RAPHAEL, 

ARCHANGELS    

Wednesday 29 September 2021 

 
First reading         Daniel 7:9-10,13-14 

A reading from the prophet Daniel 

 

As I watched: 

Thrones were set in place 

and one of great age took his seat. 

His robe was white as snow, 

the hair of his head as pure as wool. 

His throne was a blaze of flames, 

its wheels were a burning fire. 

A stream of fire poured out, 

issuing from his presence. 

A thousand thousand waited on him, 

ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. 

A court was held 

and the books were opened. 

I gazed into the visions of the night. 

And I saw, coming on the clouds of heaven, 

one like a son of man. 

He came to the one of great age 

and was led into his presence. 

On him was conferred sovereignty, 

glory and kingship, 

and men of all peoples, nations and languages became his servants. 

His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty 

which shall never pass away, 

nor will his empire ever be destroyed. 

 
 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 

 

     Or 
 



First reading         Apocalypse 12:7-12 
A Reading from the book of the Apocalypse 

 

Now war broke out in heaven, when Michael with his angels attacked the 

dragon. The dragon fought back with his angels, but they were defeated 

and driven out of heaven. The great dragon, the primeval serpent, known 

as the devil or Satan, who had deceived all the world, was hurled down to 

the earth and his angels were hurled down with him. Then I heard a voice 

shout from heaven, ‘Victory and power and empire for ever have been won 

by our God, and all authority for his Christ, now that the persecutor, who 

accused our brothers day and night before our God, has been brought 

down. They have triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 

witness of their martyrdom, because even in the face of death they would 

not cling to life. Let the heavens rejoice and all who live there.’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 137(138):1-5 

In the presence of the angels I will bless you, O Lord. 

 

I thank you, Lord, with all my heart: 

you have heard the words of my mouth. 

In the presence of the angels I will bless you. 

I will adore before your holy temple. 

 

I thank you for your faithfulness and love, 

which excel all we ever knew of you. 

On the day I called, you answered; 

you increased the strength of my soul. 

 

All earth’s kings shall thank you 

when they hear the words of your mouth. 

They shall sing of the Lord’s ways: 

‘How great is the glory of the Lord!’ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
Ps102:21 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Give thanks to the Lord, all his hosts, 

his servants who do his will. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 
  



Gospel         John 1:47-51 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming he said of him, ‘There is an Israelite 

who deserves the name, incapable of deceit.’ ‘How do you know me?’ said 

Nathanael. ‘Before Philip came to call you,’ said Jesus ‘I saw you under the 

fig tree.’ Nathanael answered, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the 

King of Israel.’ Jesus replied, ‘You believe that just because I said: I saw you 

under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.’ And then he added 

‘I tell you most solemnly, you will see heaven laid open and, above the Son 

of Man, the angels of God ascending and descending.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



Memorial of Saint Jerome, Priest, Doctor of the Church  

Thursday 30 September 2021 

 
First reading         Nehemiah 8:1-12 

A reading from the book of Nehemiah  
 

When the seventh month came, all the people gathered as one man on the 

square before the Water Gate. They asked Ezra the scribe to bring the 

Book of the Law of Moses which the Lord had prescribed for Israel. 

Accordingly Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, 

consisting of men, women, and children old enough to understand. This 

was the first day of the seventh month. On the square before the Water 

Gate, in the presence of the men and women, and children old enough to 

understand, he read from the book from early morning till noon; all the 

people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. 
 

Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected for the purpose. In full 

view of all the people – since he stood higher than all the people – Ezra 

opened the book; and when he opened it all the people stood up. Then 

Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people raised their hands 

and answered, ‘Amen! Amen!’ Then they bowed down and, face to the 

ground, prostrated themselves before the Lord.  
 

The Levites explained the Law to the people while the people remained 

standing. And Ezra read from the Law of God, translating and giving the 

sense, so that the people understood what was read. 
 

Then Nehemiah – His Excellency – and Ezra, priest and scribe, and the 

Levites who were instructing the people, said to all the people, ‘This day is 

sacred to the Lord your God. Do not be mournful, do not weep.’ For the 

people were all in tears as they listened to the words of the Law. 
 

He then said, ‘Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, and send a portion to 

the man who has nothing prepared ready. For this day is sacred to our 

Lord. Do not be sad: the joy of the Lord is your stronghold.’ And the 

Levites calmed all the people, saying, ‘Be at ease; this is a sacred day. Do 

not be sad.’ And all the people went off to eat and drink and give shares 

away and begin to enjoy themselves since they had understood the meaning 

of what had been proclaimed to them. 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 18(19):8-11 

The precepts of the Lord gladden the heart. 

 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

it revives the soul. 

The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 

it gives wisdom to the simple. 

 

The precepts of the Lord are right, 

they gladden the heart. 

The command of the Lord is clear, 

it gives light to the eyes. 

 

The fear of the Lord is holy, 

abiding for ever. 

The decrees of the Lord are truth 

and all of them just. 

 

They are more to be desired than gold, 

than the purest of gold 

and sweeter are they than honey, 

than honey from the comb. 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
                                                   Mt4:4 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Man does not live on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Mk1:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The kingdom of God is close at hand: 

repent and believe the Good News. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 10:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

The Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out ahead of him, 

in pairs, to all the towns and places he himself was to visit. He said to them, 

‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the harvest 

to send labourers to his harvest. Start off now, but remember, I am sending 

you out like lambs among wolves. Carry no purse, no haversack, no sandals. 

Salute no one on the road. Whatever house you go into, let your first 

words be, “Peace to this house!” And if a man of peace lives there, your 

peace will go and rest on him; if not, it will come back to you. Stay in the 

same house, taking what food and drink they have to offer, for the labourer 

deserves his wages; do not move from house to house. Whenever you go 

into a town where they make you welcome, eat what is set before you. 

Cure those in it who are sick, and say, “The kingdom of God is very near 

to you.” But whenever you enter a town and they do not make you 

welcome, go out into its streets and say, “We wipe off the very dust of 

your town that clings to our feet, and leave it with you. Yet be sure of this: 

the kingdom of God is very near.” I tell you, on that day it will not go as 

hard with Sodom as with that town.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



Memorial of Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin,  

Doctor of the Church  

Friday 1 October 2021 

 

First reading         Baruch 1:15-22 

A reading from the book of Baruch 

 

Integrity belongs to the Lord our God; to us the look of shame we wear 

today, to us, the people of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalem, to our kings 

and princes, our priests, our prophets, as to our ancestors, because we 

have sinned in the sight of the Lord, have disobeyed him, and have not 

listened to the voice of the Lord our God telling us to follow the 

commandments which the Lord had ordained for us. From the day when 

the Lord brought our ancestors out of the land of Egypt until today we 

have been disobedient to the Lord our God, we have been disloyal, refusing 

to listen to his voice. And so the disasters, and the curse which the Lord 

pronounced through his servant Moses the day he brought our fathers out 

of Egypt to give us a land where milk and honey flow, have seized on us, 

disasters we experience today. Despite all the words of those prophets 

whom he sent us, we have not listened to the voice of the Lord our God, 

but, each following the dictates of his evil heart, we have taken to serving 

alien gods, and doing what is displeasing to the Lord our God. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 78(79):1-5,8-9 

Rescue us, O Lord, for the glory of your name. 

 

O God, the nations have invaded your land, 

they have profaned your holy temple. 

They have made Jerusalem a heap of ruins. 

They have handed over the bodies of your servants 

as food to feed the birds of heaven 

and the flesh of your faithful to the beasts of the earth. 

 

They have poured out blood like water in Jerusalem; 

no one is left to bury the dead. 

We have become the taunt of our neighbours, 

the mockery and scorn of those who surround us. 

How long, O Lord? Will you be angry for ever; 

how long will your anger burn like fire? 

 

Do not hold the guilt of our fathers against us. 

Let your compassion hasten to meet us; 

we are left in the depths of distress. 

 

O God our saviour, come to our help. 

Come for the sake of the glory of your name. 

O Lord our God, forgive us our sins; 

rescue us for the sake of your name. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
Ps144:13 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord is faithful in all his words 

and loving in all his deeds. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Ps94:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Harden not your hearts today, 

but listen to the voice of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Luke 10:13-16 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Jesus said to his disciples:  ‘Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida! 

For if the miracles done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 

would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. And still, it 

will not go as hard with Tyre and Sidon at the Judgement as with you. And 

as for you, Capernaum, did you want to be exalted high as heaven? You 

shall be thrown down to hell. 

 

‘Anyone who listens to you listens to me; anyone who rejects you rejects 

me, and those who reject me reject the one who sent me.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels  

Saturday 2 October 2021 

 

First reading         Baruch 4:5-12,27-29 

A reading from the book of Baruch   
 

 

Take courage, my people, 

constant reminder of Israel. 

You were sold to the nations, 

but not for extermination. 

You provoked God; 

and so were delivered to your enemies, 

since you had angered your creator 

by offering sacrifices to demons, not to God. 

You had forgotten the eternal God who reared you. 

You had also grieved Jerusalem who nursed you, 

for when she saw the anger fall on you 

from God, she said: 

 

Listen, you neighbours of Zion: 

God has sent me great sorrow. 

I have seen my sons and daughters taken into captivity, 

to which they have been sentenced by the Eternal. 

I had reared them joyfully; 

in tears, in sorrow, I watched them go away. 

Do not, any of you, exult over me, 

a widow, deserted by so many; 

I suffer loneliness because of the sins of my own children, 

who turned away from the Law of God. 

 

Take courage, my children, call on God: 

he who brought disaster on you will remember you. 

As by your will you first strayed away from God, 

so now turn back and search for him ten times as hard; 

for as he brought down those disasters on you, 

so will he rescue you and give you eternal joy. 

 
 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 68(69):33-37 

The Lord listens to the needy. 

 

The poor when they see it will be glad 

and God-seeking hearts will revive; 

for the Lord listens to the needy 

and does not spurn his servants in their chains. 

Let the heavens and the earth give him praise, 

the sea and all its living creatures. 

 

For God will bring help to Zion 

and rebuild the cities of Judah 

and men shall dwell there in possession. 

The sons of his servants shall inherit it; 

those who love his name shall dwell there. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     
                 Ps102:21 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Give thanks to the Lord, all his hosts, 

His servants who do his will. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 

 

 

  



Gospel         Matthew 18:1-5,10 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

The disciples came to Jesus and said, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven?’ So he called a little child to him and set the child in front of 

them. Then he said, ‘I tell you solemnly, unless you change and become like 

little children you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. And so, the one 

who makes himself as little as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven. 

 

‘Anyone who welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.  

 

‘See that you never despise any of these little ones, for I tell you that their 

angels in heaven are continually in the presence of my Father in heaven.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 


