
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Solemnity of All Saints 
 

First reading                                              Apocalypse 7:2-4,9-14 

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 

 

 

I, John, saw another angel rising where the sun rises, carrying the seal of 

the living God; he called in a powerful voice to the four angels whose duty 

was to devastate land and sea, ‘Wait before you do any damage on land or 

at sea or to the trees, until we have put the seal on the foreheads of the 

servants of our God.’ Then I heard how many were sealed: a hundred and 

forty-four thousand, out of all the tribes of Israel. 

 

After that I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every 

nation, race, tribe and language; they were standing in front of the throne 

and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their 

hands. They shouted aloud, ‘Victory to our God, who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels who were standing in a circle round 

the throne, surrounding the elders and the four animals, prostrated 

themselves before the throne, and touched the ground with their 

foreheads, worshipping God with these words, ‘Amen. Praise and glory and 

wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and strength to our God 

for ever and ever. Amen.’ 

 

One of the elders then spoke, and asked me, ‘Do you know who these 

people are, dressed in white robes, and where they have come from?’ I 

answered him, ‘You can tell me, my lord.’ Then he said, ‘These are the 

people who have been through the great persecution, and they have 

washed their robes white again in the blood of the Lamb.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 23(24):1-6 

Such are the men who seek your face, O Lord. 

 

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, 

the world and all its peoples. 

It is he who set it on the seas; 

on the waters he made it firm. 

 

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 

Who shall stand in his holy place? 

The man with clean hands and pure heart, 

who desires not worthless things. 

 

He shall receive blessings from the Lord 

and reward from the God who saves him. 

Such are the men who seek him, 

seek the face of the God of Jacob. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Second reading                    1 John 3:1-3 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, 

by letting us be called God’s children; 

and that is what we are. 

Because the world refused to acknowledge him, 

therefore it does not acknowledge us. 

My dear people, we are already the children of God 

but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; 

all we know is, that when it is revealed 

we shall be like him 

because we shall see him as he really is. 

Surely everyone who entertains this hope 

must purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      Mt11:28 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened 

and I will give you rest, says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 

 
  



Gospel          Matthew 5:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat down and was joined 

by his disciples. Then he began to speak. This is what he taught them: 

 

‘How happy are the poor in spirit; 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Happy the gentle: 

they shall have the earth for their heritage. 

Happy those who mourn: 

they shall be comforted. 

Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: 

they shall be satisfied. 

Happy the merciful: 

they shall have mercy shown them. 

Happy the pure in heart: 

they shall see God. 

Happy the peacemakers: 

they shall be called sons of God. 

Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all 

kinds of calumny against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward will be great in heaven.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



MONDAY OF WEEK 31 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Monday 1 November 2021 

 
First reading         Romans 11:29-36 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 
God never takes back his gifts or revokes his choice. 

 

Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, and now enjoy mercy 

because of their disobedience, so those who are disobedient now – and only 

because of the mercy shown to you – will also enjoy mercy eventually. God 

has imprisoned all men in their own disobedience only to show mercy to all 

mankind. 

 

How rich are the depths of God – how deep his wisdom and knowledge – 

and how impossible to penetrate his motives or understand his methods! 

Who could ever know the mind of the Lord? Who could ever be his 

counsellor? Who could ever give him anything or lend him anything?  All that 

exists comes from him; all is by him and for him. To him be glory for ever! 

Amen. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 68(69):30-31,33-34,36-37 

In your great love, answer me, O God. 

 

As for me in my poverty and pain 

let your help, O God, lift me up. 

I will praise God’s name with a song; 

I will glorify him with thanksgiving. 

 

The poor when they see it will be glad 

and God-seeking hearts will revive; 

for the Lord listens to the needy 

and does not spurn his servants in their chains. 

 

For God will bring help to Zion 

and rebuild the cities of Judah 

and men shall dwell there in possession. 

The sons of his servants shall inherit it; 

those who love his name shall dwell there. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                               
Ps118:18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open my eyes, O Lord, that I may consider 

the wonders of your law. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or: 

                                                                        Jn8:31-32 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

If you make my word your home 

you will indeed be my disciples, 

and you will learn the truth, says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Luke 14:12-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

Jesus said to his host, one of the leading Pharisees, ‘When you give a lunch 

or a dinner, do not ask your friends, brothers, relations or rich neighbours, 

for fear they repay your courtesy by inviting you in return. No; when you 

have a party, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; that they 

cannot pay you back means that you are fortunate, because repayment will 

be made to you when the virtuous rise again.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

(ALL SOULS’ DAY) 

Tuesday 2 November 2021 

 
First reading         Isaiah 25:6-9 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

On this mountain, 

the Lord of hosts will prepare for all peoples 

a banquet of rich food. 

On this mountain he will remove 

the mourning veil covering all peoples, 

and the shroud enwrapping all nations, 

he will destroy Death for ever. 

The Lord will wipe away 

the tears from every cheek; 

he will take away his people’s shame 

everywhere on earth, 

for the Lord has said so. 

That day, it will be said: See, this is our God 

in whom we hoped for salvation; 

the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. 

We exult and we rejoice 

that he has saved us. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 26(27):1,4,7,8-9,13-14 

The Lord is my light and my help. 

or 

I believe that I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living. 

 

The Lord is my light and my help; 

whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

before whom shall I shrink? 

 

There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 

for this I long, 

to live in the house of the Lord, 

all the days of my life, 

to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 

to behold his temple. 

 

O Lord, hear my voice when I call; 

have mercy and answer. 

It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; 

hide not your face. 

 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 

in the land of the living. 

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 

Hope in the Lord! 

 

 

 

  



Second reading         Romans 5:5-11 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 
 

Hope is not deceptive, because the love of God has been poured into our 

hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given us. We were still helpless 

when at his appointed moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to 

die even for a good man – though of course for someone really worthy, a 

man might be prepared to die – but what proves that God loves us is that 

Christ died for us while we were still sinners. Having died to make us 

righteous, is it likely that he would now fail to save us from God’s anger? 

When we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, we were still 

enemies; now that we have been reconciled, surely we may count on being 

saved by the life of his Son? Not merely because we have been reconciled 

but because we are filled with joyful trust in God, through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have already gained our reconciliation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
         Jn6:39 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

It is my Father’s will, says the Lord, 

that I should lose nothing of all he has given to me, 

and that I should raise it up on the last day. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

 

  



Gospel         Mark 15:33-39,16:1-6 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

When the sixth hour came there was darkness over the whole land until 

the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, 

Eloi, lama sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you 

deserted me?’ When some of those who stood by heard this, they said, 

‘Listen, he is calling on Elijah.’ Someone ran and soaked a sponge in vinegar 

and, putting it on a reed, gave it him to drink saying; ‘Wait and see if Elijah 

will come to take him down.’ But Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his 

last. And the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The 

centurion, who was standing in front of him, had seen how he had died, 

and he said, ‘In truth this man was a son of God.’ 

 

When the sabbath was over, Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of James, 

and Salome, bought spices with which to go and anoint him. And very early 

in the morning on the first day of the week they went to the tomb, just as 

the sun was rising. 

 

They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us 

from the entrance to the tomb?’ But when they looked they could see that 

the stone – which was very big – had already been rolled back. On entering 

the tomb they saw a young man in a white robe seated on the right-hand 

side, and they were struck with amazement. But he said to them, ‘There is 

no need for alarm. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 

crucified: he has risen, he is not here. See, here is the place where they laid 

him.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



WEDNESDAY OF WEEK 31 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Wednesday 3 November 2021 

 
First reading         Romans 13:8-10 

 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual love. If you love your 

fellow men you have carried out your obligations. All the commandments: 

You shall not commit adultery, you shall not kill, you shall not steal, you 

shall not covet, and so on, are summed up in this single command: You 

must love your neighbour as yourself. Love is the one thing that cannot 

hurt your neighbour; that is why it is the answer to every one of the 

commandments. 

 

 
 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 111(112):1-2,4-5,9 

Happy the man who takes pity and lends. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

Happy the man who fears the Lord, 

who takes delight in all his commands. 

His sons will be powerful on earth; 

the children of the upright are blessed. 

 

He is a light in the darkness for the upright: 

he is generous, merciful and just. 

The good man takes pity and lends, 

he conducts his affairs with honour. 

 

Open-handed, he gives to the poor; 

his justice stands firm for ever. 

His head will be raised in glory. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      

Ps118:88 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Because of your love give me life, 

and I will do your will. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
1P4:14 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

It is a blessing for you 

when they insult you  

for bearing the name of Christ, 

for the Spirit of God rests on you. 

Alleluia! 
 



Gospel         Luke 14:25-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned and spoke to 

them. ‘If any man comes to me without hating his father, mother, wife, 

children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be my 

disciple. Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after me cannot 

be my disciple. 

 

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, would not first 

sit down and work out the cost to see if he had enough to complete it? 

Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and then found himself unable to finish 

the work, the onlookers would all start making fun of him and saying, “Here 

is a man who started to build and was unable to finish.” Or again, what king 

marching to war against another king would not first sit down and consider 

whether with ten thousand men he could stand up to the other who 

advanced against him with twenty thousand? If not, then while the other 

king was still a long way off, he would send envoys to sue for peace. So in 

the same way, none of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his 

possessions.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



Memorial of Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop  

Thursday 4 November 2021 

 
First reading         Romans 14:7-12 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  
 

 

The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we live, we 

live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or dead 

we belong to the Lord. This explains why Christ both died and came to life: 

it was so that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. This is 

also why you should never pass judgement on a brother or treat him with 

contempt, as some of you have done. We shall all have to stand before the 

judgement seat of God; as scripture says: By my life – it is the Lord who 

speaks – every knee shall bend before me, and every tongue shall praise 

God. It is to God, therefore, that each of us must give an account of himself. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 26(27):1,4,13-14 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness  

in the land of the living. 

 

The Lord is my light and my help; 

whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

before whom shall I shrink? 

 

There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 

for this I long, 

to live in the house of the Lord, 

all the days of my life, 

to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 

to behold his temple. 

 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 

in the land of the living. 

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 

Hope in the Lord! 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
 

cf.Ps129:5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

My soul is waiting for the Lord, 

I count on his word. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
        Mt11:28 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, 

and I will give you rest, says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 15:1-10 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus 

to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes complained. 

‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke 

this parable to them: 

 

‘What man among you with a hundred sheep, losing one, would not leave 

the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the missing one till he found 

it? And when he found it, would he not joyfully take it on his shoulders and 

then, when he got home, call together his friends and neighbours? “Rejoice 

with me,” he would say “I have found my sheep that was lost.” In the same 

way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant 

sinner than over ninety-nine virtuous men who have no need of 

repentance. 

 

‘Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, if she lost one, light 

a lamp and sweep out the house and search thoroughly till she found it? 

And then, when she had found it, call together her friends and neighbours? 

“Rejoice with me,” she would say “I have found the drachma I lost.” In the 

same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing among the angels of God over one 

repentant sinner.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 31 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Friday 5 November 2021 

 

First reading         Romans 15:14-21 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 

My brothers, I am quite certain that you are full of good intentions, 

perfectly well instructed and able to advise each other. The reason why I 

have written to you, and put some things rather strongly, is to refresh your 

memories, since God has given me this special position. He has appointed 

me as a priest of Jesus Christ, and I am to carry out my priestly duty by 

bringing the Good News from God to the pagans, and so make them 

acceptable as an offering, made holy by the Holy Spirit. 

 

I think I have some reason to be proud of what I, in union with Christ Jesus, 

have been able to do for God. What I am presuming to speak of, of course, 

is only what Christ himself has done to win the allegiance of the pagans, 

using what I have said and done by the power of signs and wonders, by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Thus all the way along, from Jerusalem to 

Illyricum, I have preached Christ’s Good News to the utmost of my 

capacity. I have always, however, made it an unbroken rule never to preach 

where Christ’s name has already been heard. The reason for that was that 

I had no wish to build on other men’s foundations; on the contrary, my 

chief concern has been to fulfil the text: Those who have never been told 

about him will see him, and those who have never heard about him will 

understand. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 97(98):1-4 

The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation. 

 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 

has shown his justice to the nations. 

He has remembered his truth and love 

for the house of Israel. 

 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, 

ring out your joy. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation      

2Co5:19 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, 

and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Or: 
1Jn2:5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Whenever anyone obeys what Christ has said, 

God’s love comes to perfection in him. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Luke 16:1-8 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Jesus said to his disciples:  ‘There was a rich man and he had a steward 

denounced to him for being wasteful with his property. He called for the 

man and said, “What is this I hear about you? Draw me up an account of 

your stewardship because you are not to be my steward any longer.” Then 

the steward said to himself, “Now that my master is taking the stewardship 

from me, what am I to do? Dig? I am not strong enough. Go begging? I 

should be too ashamed. Ah, I know what I will do to make sure that when 

I am dismissed from office there will be some to welcome me into their 

homes.” 

 

Then he called his master’s debtors one by one. To the first he said, “How 

much do you owe my master?” “One hundred measures of oil” was the 

reply. The steward said, “Here, take your bond; sit down straight away and 

write fifty.” To another he said, “And you, sir, how much do you owe?” 

“One hundred measures of wheat” was the reply. The steward said, “Here, 

take your bond and write eighty.” 

‘The master praised the dishonest steward for his astuteness. For the 

children of this world are more astute in dealing with their own kind than 

are the children of light.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



SATURDAY OF WEEK 31 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Saturday 6 November 2021 

 
First reading        Romans 16:3-9,16,22-27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  
 

My greetings to Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who 

risked death to save my life: I am not the only one to owe them a debt of 

gratitude, all the churches among the pagans do as well. My greetings also 

to the church that meets at their house. 

 

Greetings to my friend Epaenetus, the first of Asia’s gifts to Christ; 

greetings to Mary who worked so hard for you; to those outstanding 

apostles Andronicus and Junias, my compatriots and fellow prisoners who 

became Christians before me; to Ampliatus, my friend in the Lord; to 

Urban, my fellow worker in Christ; to my friend Stachys. Greet each other 

with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send greetings. 

 

I, Tertius, who wrote out this letter, greet you in the Lord. Greetings from 

Gaius, who is entertaining me and from the whole church that meets in his 

house. Erastus, the city treasurer, sends his greetings; so does our brother 

Quartus. 

 

Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to live according to the 

Good News I preach, and in which I proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation 

of a mystery kept secret for endless ages, but now so clear that it must be 

broadcast to pagans everywhere to bring them to the obedience of faith. 

This is only what scripture has predicted, and it is all part of the way the 

eternal God wants things to be. He alone is wisdom; give glory therefore 

to him through Jesus Christ for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 144(145):2-5,10-11 

I will bless your name for ever, O Lord. 

 

I will bless you day after day 

and praise your name for ever. 

The Lord is great, highly to be praised, 

his greatness cannot be measured. 

 

Age to age shall proclaim your works, 

shall declare your mighty deeds, 

shall speak of your splendour and glory, 

tell the tale of your wonderful works. 

 

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, 

and your friends shall repeat their blessing. 

They shall speak of the glory of your reign 

and declare your might, O God. 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
                                                   cf.Ac16:14 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open our heart, O Lord, 

to accept the words of your Son. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
2Co8:9 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus Christ was rich, 

but he became poor for your sake, 

to make you rich out of his poverty. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 



Gospel         Luke 16:9-15 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I tell you this: use money, tainted as it is, to win 

you friends, and thus make sure that when it fails you, they will welcome 

you into the tents of eternity. The man who can be trusted in little things 

can be trusted in great; the man who is dishonest in little things will be 

dishonest in great. If then you cannot be trusted with money, that tainted 

thing, who will trust you with genuine riches? And if you cannot be trusted 

with what is not yours, who will give you what is your very own? 

 

‘No servant can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the first 

and love the second, or treat the first with respect and the second with 

scorn. You cannot be the slave both of God and of money.’ 

 

The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and laughed at him. He said 

to them, ‘You are the very ones who pass yourselves off as virtuous in 

people’s sight, but God knows your hearts. For what is thought highly of 

by men is loathsome in the sight of God.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 


