
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First reading                                              Genesis 2:18-24 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

 

The Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone. I will make 

him a helpmate.’ So from the soil the Lord God fashioned all the wild beasts 

and all the birds of heaven. These he brought to the man to see what he 

would call them; each one was to bear the name the man would give it. 

The man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of heaven and all the wild 

beasts. But no helpmate suitable for man was found for him. So the Lord 

God made the man fall into a deep sleep. And while he slept, he took one 

of his ribs and enclosed it in flesh. The Lord God built the rib he had taken 

from the man into a woman, and brought her to the man. The man 

exclaimed: 

 

‘This at last is bone from my bones, 

and flesh from my flesh! 

This is to be called woman, 

for this was taken from man.’ 

 

This is why a man leaves his father and mother and joins himself to his wife, 

and they become one body. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 127(128) 

May the Lord bless us 

all the days of our life. 

 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord 

and walk in his ways! 

By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 

You will be happy and prosper. 

 

Your wife like a fruitful vine 

in the heart of your house; 

your children like shoots of the olive, 

around your table. 

 

Indeed thus shall be blessed 

the man who fears the Lord. 

May the Lord bless you from Zion 

in a happy Jerusalem 

all the days of your life! 

May you see your children’s children. 

On Israel, peace! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Second reading               Hebrews 2:9-11 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

 

We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made lower than the angels 

and is now crowned with glory and splendour because he submitted to 

death; by God’s grace he had to experience death for all mankind. 

 

As it was his purpose to bring a great many of his sons into glory, it was 

appropriate that God, for whom everything exists and through whom 

everything exists, should make perfect, through suffering, the leader who 

would take them to their salvation. For the one who sanctifies, and the 

ones who are sanctified, are of the same stock; that is why he openly calls 

them brothers. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      Jn17:17 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your word is truth, O Lord: 

consecrate us in the truth. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

Or: 
1Jn4:12 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

As long as we love one another 

God will live in us 

and his love will be complete in us. 

Alleluia! 
  



Gospel          Mark 10:2-16 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

Some Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, ‘Is it against the law for a man 

to divorce his wife?’ They were testing him. He answered them, ‘What did 

Moses command you?’ ‘Moses allowed us’ they said ‘to draw up a writ of 

dismissal and so to divorce.’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘It was because you 

were so unteachable that he wrote this commandment for you. But from 

the beginning of creation God made them male and female. This is why a 

man must leave father and mother, and the two become one body. They 

are no longer two, therefore, but one body. So then, what God has united, 

man must not divide.’ Back in the house the disciples questioned him again 

about this, and he said to them, ‘The man who divorces his wife and marries 

another is guilty of adultery against her. And if a woman divorces her 

husband and marries another she is guilty of adultery too.’ 

 

People were bringing little children to him, for him to touch them. The 

disciples turned them away, but when Jesus saw this he was indignant and 

said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it 

is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. I tell you solemnly, 

anyone who does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little child will 

never enter it.’ Then he put his arms round them, laid his hands on them 

and gave them his blessing. 

 

 

 

 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



Memorial of  Saint Francis of Assisi 

Monday 4 October 2021 

 
First reading         Jonah 1:1-2:1,11 

A reading from the prophet Jonah 

 
The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah son of Amittai:  

‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great city, and inform them that their 

wickedness has become known to me.’ Jonah decided to run away from the 

Lord, and to go to Tarshish. He went down to Joppa and found a ship bound 

for Tarshish; he paid his fare and went aboard, to go with them to Tarshish, 

to get away from the Lord. But the Lord unleashed a violent wind on the sea, 

and there was such a great storm at sea that the ship threatened to break up. 

The sailors took fright, and each of them called on his own god, and to lighten 

the ship they threw the cargo overboard. Jonah, however, had gone below 

and lain down in the hold and fallen fast asleep. The boatswain came upon 

him and said, ‘What do you mean by sleeping? Get up! Call on your god! 

Perhaps he will spare us a thought, and not leave us to die.’ Then they said to 

each other, ‘Come on, let us draw lots to find out who is responsible for 

bringing this evil on us.’ So they cast lots, and the lot fell to Jonah. Then they 

said to him, ‘Tell us, what is your business? Where do you come from? What 

is your country? What is your nationality?’ He replied, ‘I am a Hebrew, and I 

worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the land.’ The 

sailors were seized with terror at this and said, ‘What have you done?’ They 

knew that he was trying to escape from the Lord, because he had told them 

so. They then said, ‘What are we to do with you, to make the sea grow calm 

for us?’ For the sea was growing rougher and rougher. He replied, ‘Take me 

and throw me into the sea, and then it will grow calm for you. For I can see 

it is my fault this violent storm has happened to you.’ The sailors rowed hard 

in an effort to reach the shore, but in vain, since the sea grew still rougher 

for them. They then called on the Lord and said, ‘O Lord, do not let us perish 

for taking this man’s life; do not hold us guilty of innocent blood; for you, the 

Lord, have acted as you have thought right.’ And taking hold of Jonah they 

threw him into the sea; and the sea grew calm again. At this the men were 

seized with dread of the Lord; they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made 

vows. The Lord had arranged that a great fish should be there to swallow 

Jonah; and Jonah remained in the belly of the fish for three days and three 

nights. The Lord spoke to the fish, which then vomited Jonah on to the shore. 

 

The word of the Lord 



 

Responsorial Psalm      Jonah 2:3-5,8 

You lifted my life from the pit, O Lord. 

 

Out of my distress I cried to the Lord 

and he answered me; 

from the belly of Sheol I cried, 

and you have heard my voice. 

 

You cast me into the abyss, into the heart of the sea, 

and the flood surrounded me. 

All your waves, your billows, 

washed over me. 

 

And I said: I am cast out 

from your sight. 

How shall I ever look again 

on your holy Temple? 

 

While my soul was fainting within me, 

I remembered the Lord, 

and my prayer came before you 

into your holy Temple. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                               

cf.Jn6:63,68 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life; 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

 
Or:  
         Jn13:34 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I give you a new commandment: 

love one another just as I have loved you,  

says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Luke 10:25-37 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

There was a lawyer who, to disconcert Jesus, stood up and said to him, 

‘Master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is 

written in the Law? What do you read there?’ He replied, ‘You must love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself.’ ‘You have 

answered right,’ said Jesus ‘do this and life is yours.’ 

 

But the man was anxious to justify himself and said to Jesus, ‘And who is 

my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was once on his way down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of brigands; they took all he 

had, beat him and then made off, leaving him half dead. Now a priest 

happened to be travelling down the same road, but when he saw the man, 

he passed by on the other side. In the same way a Levite who came to the 

place saw him, and passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan traveller 

who came upon him was moved with compassion when he saw him. He 

went up and bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them. He then 

lifted him on to his own mount, carried him to the inn and looked after 

him. Next day, he took out two denarii and handed them to the innkeeper. 

“Look after him,” he said “and on my way back I will make good any extra 

expense you have.” Which of these three, do you think, proved himself a 

neighbour to the man who fell into the brigands‘ hands?’ ‘The one who 

took pity on him’ he replied. Jesus said to him, ‘Go, and do the same 

yourself.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



TUESDAY OF WEEK 27 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Tuesday 5 October 2021 

 
First reading         Jonah 3:1-10 
A reading from the prophet Jonah 

 

The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to 

Nineveh, the great city, and preach to them as I told you to.’ Jonah set out 

and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh 

was a city great beyond compare: it took three days to cross it. Jonah went 

on into the city, making a day’s journey. He preached in these words, ‘Only 

forty days more and Nineveh is going to be destroyed.’ And the people of 

Nineveh believed in God; they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from 

the greatest to the least. The news reached the king of Nineveh, who rose 

from his throne, took off his robe, put on sackcloth and sat down in ashes. 

A proclamation was then promulgated throughout Nineveh, by decree of 

the king and his ministers, as follows: ‘Men and beasts, herds and flocks, are 

to taste nothing; they must not eat, they must not drink water. All are to 

put on sackcloth and call on God with all their might; and let everyone 

renounce his evil behaviour and the wicked things he has done. Who knows 

if God will not change his mind and relent, if he will not renounce his 

burning wrath, so that we do not perish?’ God saw their efforts to 

renounce their evil behaviour, and God relented: he did not inflict on them 

the disaster which he had threatened. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 129(130):1-4,7-8 

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt:  

Lord, who would survive? 

 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 

Lord, hear my voice! 

O let your ears be attentive 

to the voice of my pleading. 

 

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 

Lord, who would survive? 

But with you is found forgiveness: 

for this we revere you. 

 

Because with the Lord there is mercy 

and fullness of redemption, 

Israel indeed he will redeem 

from all its iniquity. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
Jn15:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I call you friends, says the Lord, 

because I have made known to you 

everything I have learnt from my Father. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or: 

Lk11:28 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy are those  

who hear the word of God 

and keep it. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Luke 10:38-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Jesus came to a village, and a woman named Martha welcomed him into 

her house. She had a sister called Mary, who sat down at the Lord’s feet 

and listened to him speaking. Now Martha who was distracted with all the 

serving said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister is leaving me to do the 

serving all by myself? Please tell her to help me.’ But the Lord answered: 

‘Martha, Martha,’ he said ‘you worry and fret about so many things, and yet 

few are needed, indeed only one. It is Mary who has chosen the better part; 

it is not to be taken from her.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



WEDNESDAY OF WEEK 27 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Wednesday 6 October 2021 

 
First reading         Jonah 4:1-11 

A reading from the prophet Jonah 

 

Jonah was very indignant; he fell into a rage. He prayed to the Lord and 

said, ‘Ah, Lord, is not this just as I said would happen when I was still at 

home? That was why I went and fled to Tarshish: I knew that you were a 

God of tenderness and compassion, slow to anger, rich in graciousness, 

relenting from evil. So now, Lord, please take away my life, for I might as 

well be dead as go on living.’ The Lord replied, ‘Are you right to be angry?’ 

Jonah then went out of the city and sat down to the east of the city. There 

he made himself a shelter and sat under it in the shade, to see what would 

happen to the city. Then the Lord God arranged that a castor-oil plant 

should grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head and soothe his ill-

humour; Jonah was delighted with the castor-oil plant. But at dawn the next 

day, God arranged that a worm should attack the castor-oil plant – and it 

withered. Next, when the sun rose, God arranged that there should be a 

scorching east wind; the sun beat down so hard on Jonah’s head that he 

was overcome and begged for death, saying, ‘I might as well be dead as go 

on living.’ God said to Jonah, ‘Are you right to be angry about the castor-

oil plant?’ He replied, ‘I have every right to be angry, to the point of death.’ 

The Lord replied, ‘You are only upset about a castor-oil plant which cost 

you no labour, which you did not make grow, which sprouted in a night 

and has perished in a night. And am I not to feel sorry for Nineveh, the 

great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand 

people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, to say nothing of all 

the animals?’ 

 

 
 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 85(86):3-6,9-10 

You, O Lord, have mercy and compassion. 

 

You are my God, have mercy on me, Lord, 

for I cry to you all the day long. 

Give joy to your servant, O Lord, 

for to you I lift up my soul. 

 

O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 

full of love to all who call. 

Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer 

and attend to the sound of my voice. 

 

All the nations shall come to adore you 

and glorify your name, O Lord: 

for you are great and do marvellous deeds, 

you who alone are God. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
Ps118:24 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Train me, Lord, to observe your law, 

to keep it with my heart. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
Rm8:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The spirit you received is the spirit of sons, 

and it makes us cry out, ‘Abba, Father!’ 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 



Gospel         Luke 11:1-4 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when he had finished, one of 

his disciples said, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’ 

He said to them, ‘Say this when you pray: 

 

‘“Father, may your name be held holy, 

your kingdom come; 

give us each day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our sins, 

for we ourselves forgive each one who is in debt to us. 

And do not put us to the test.”’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary  

Thursday 7 October 2021 

 
First reading         Malachi 3:13-20 

A reading from the prophet Malachi  
 

You say harsh things about me, says the Lord. You ask, ‘What have we said 

against you?’ You say, ‘It is useless to serve God; what is the good of 

keeping his commands or of walking mournfully before the Lord of Hosts? 

Now we have reached the point when we call the arrogant blessed; yes, 

they prosper, these evil-doers; they try God’s patience and yet go free.’ 

This is what those who fear the Lord used to say to one another. But the 

Lord took note and heard them: a book of remembrance was written in 

his presence recording those who fear him and take refuge in his name. On 

the day which I am preparing, says the Lord of Hosts, they are going to be 

my own special possession. I will make allowances for them as a man makes 

allowances for the son who obeys him. Then once again you will see the 

difference between an upright man and a wicked one, between the one 

who serves God and the one who does not serve him. For the day is 

coming now, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and the evil-doers 

will be like stubble. The day that is coming is going to burn them up, says 

the Lord of Hosts, leaving them neither root nor stalk. But for you who 

fear my name, the sun of righteousness will shine out with healing in its 

rays. 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 1:1-4,6 

Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord. 

 

Happy indeed is the man 

who follows not the counsel of the wicked; 

nor lingers in the way of sinners 

nor sits in the company of scorners, 

but whose delight is the law of the Lord 

and who ponders his law day and night. 

 

He is like a tree that is planted 

beside the flowing waters, 

that yields its fruit in due season 

and whose leaves shall never fade; 

and all that he does shall prosper. 

 

Not so are the wicked, not so! 

For they like winnowed chaff 

shall be driven away by the wind: 

for the Lord guards the way of the just 

but the way of the wicked leads to doom. 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
                                                   Jn14:6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the Lord; 

No one can come to the Father except through me. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
cf.Ac16:14 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open our heart, O Lord, 

to accept the words of your Son. 

Alleluia! 
 



Gospel         Luke 11:5-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Jesus said to his disciples:  ‘Suppose one of you has a friend and goes to him 

in the middle of the night to say, “My friend, lend me three loaves, because 

a friend of mine on his travels has just arrived at my house and I have 

nothing to offer him”; and the man answers from inside the house, “Do not 

bother me. The door is bolted now, and my children and I are in bed; I 

cannot get up to give it you.” I tell you, if the man does not get up and give 

it him for friendship’s sake, persistence will be enough to make him get up 

and give his friend all he wants. 

 

‘So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened to you. For the one who asks always 

receives; the one who searches always finds; the one who knocks will 

always have the door opened to him. What father among you would hand 

his son a stone when he asked for bread? Or hand him a snake instead of 

a fish? Or hand him a scorpion if he asked for an egg? If you then, who are 

evil, know how to give your children what is good, how much more will 

the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



FRIDAY OF WEEK 27 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Friday 8 October 2021 

 

First reading         Joel 1:13-15,2:1-2 

A reading from the prophet Joel 

 

Priests, put on sackcloth and lament. 

Ministers of the altar, wail. 

Come, pass the night in sackcloth, 

you ministers of my God. 

For the house of our God has been deprived 

of oblation and libation. 

Order a fast, 

proclaim a solemn assembly; 

elders, call together 

all the inhabitants of the country 

to the house of the Lord your God. 

Cry out to the Lord, 

‘Oh, what a day! 

For the day of the Lord is near, 

it comes as a devastation from Shaddai.’ 

 

Sound the trumpet in Zion, 

give the alarm on my holy mountain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the country tremble, 

for the day of the Lord is coming, 

yes, it is near. 

 

Day of darkness and gloom, 

day of cloud and blackness. 

Like the dawn there spreads across the mountains 

a vast and mighty host, 

such as has never been before, 

such as will never be again 

to the remotest ages. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 9A(9):2-3,6,16,8-9 

The Lord will judge the world with justice. 

 

I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart; 

I will recount all your wonders. 

I will rejoice in you and be glad, 

and sing psalms to your name, O Most High. 

 

You have checked the nations, destroyed the wicked; 

you have wiped out their name for ever and ever. 

The nations have fallen in the pit which they made, 

their feet caught in the snare they laid. 

 

But the Lord sits enthroned for ever. 

He has set up his throne for judgement; 

he will judge the world with justice, 

he will judge the peoples with his truth. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
Jn10:27 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice,  

says the Lord,  

I know them and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Jn12:31-32 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Now the prince of this world is to be overthrown,  

says the Lord. 

And when I am lifted up from the earth,  

I shall draw all men to myself. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Luke 11:15-26 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

When Jesus had cast out a devil, some of the people said, ‘It is through 

Beelzebul, the prince of devils, that he casts out devils.’ Others asked him, 

as a test, for a sign from heaven; but, knowing what they were thinking, he 

said to them, ‘Every kingdom divided against itself is heading for ruin, and a 

household divided against itself collapses. So too with Satan: if he is divided 

against himself, how can his kingdom stand? – since you assert that it is 

through Beelzebul that I cast out devils. Now if it is through Beelzebul that 

I cast out devils, through whom do your own experts cast them out? Let 

them be your judges then. But if it is through the finger of God that I cast 

out devils, then know that the kingdom of God has overtaken you. So long 

as a strong man fully armed guards his own palace, his goods are 

undisturbed; but when someone stronger than he is attacks and defeats 

him, the stronger man takes away all the weapons he relied on and shares 

out his spoil. 

 

‘He who is not with me is against me; and he who does not gather with me 

scatters. 

 

‘When an unclean spirit goes out of a man it wanders through waterless 

country looking for a place to rest, and not finding one it says, “I will go 

back to the home I came from.” But on arrival, finding it swept and tidied, 

it then goes off and brings seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and 

they go in and set up house there, so that the man ends up by being worse 

than he was before.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



FEAST  OF SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN, PRIEST   

Saturday 9 October 2021 

 

First reading         1 Corinthians 2:10-16 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 

The Spirit reaches the depths of everything, even of God. After all, the 

depths of a man can only be known by his own spirit, not by any other man, 

and in the same way the depths of God can only be known by the Spirit of 

God. Now instead of the spirit of the world, we have received the Spirit 

that comes from God, to teach us to understand the gifts that he has given 

us. Therefore we teach, not in the way in which philosophy is taught, but 

in the way that the Spirit teaches us: we teach spiritual things spiritually. An 

unspiritual person is one who does not accept anything of the Spirit of God: 

he sees it all as nonsense; it is beyond his understanding because it can only 

be understood by means of the Spirit. A spiritual man, on the other hand, 

is able to judge the value of everything, and his own value is not to be 

judged by other men. As scripture says: Who can know the mind of the 

Lord, so who can teach him? But we are those who have the mind of Christ. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 144(145):8-14 

The Lord is just in all his ways. 

 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 

slow to anger, abounding in love. 

How good is the Lord to all, 

compassionate to all his creatures.  

 

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, 

and your friends shall repeat their blessing. 

They shall speak of the glory of your reign 

and declare your might, O God, 

to make known to men your mighty deeds 

and the glorious splendour of your reign.  

 

Yours is an everlasting kingdom; 

your rule lasts from age to age 

The Lord is faithful in all his words 

and loving in all his deeds. 

The Lord supports all who fall 

and raises all who are bowed down. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation     
                 Heb 4:12 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The word of God is alive and active; 

it can judge secret emotions and thoughts. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

  



Gospel         Matthew 13:47-52 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into 

the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul 

it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good ones in a basket and 

throw away those that are no use. This is how it will be at the end of time: 

the angels will appear and separate the wicked from the just to throw them 

into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 

 

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well 

then, every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like 

a householder who brings out from his storeroom things both new and 

old.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 


