
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First reading                                              Wisdom 7:7-11 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

 

I prayed, and understanding was given me; 

I entreated, and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. 

I esteemed her more than sceptres and thrones; 

compared with her, I held riches as nothing. 

I reckoned no priceless stone to be her peer, 

for compared with her, all gold is a pinch of sand, 

and beside her silver ranks as mud. 

I loved her more than health or beauty, 

preferred her to the light, 

since her radiance never sleeps. 

In her company all good things came to me, 

at her hands riches not to be numbered. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 89(90):12-17 

Fill us with your love that we may rejoice. 

 

Make us know the shortness of our life 

that we may gain wisdom of heart. 

Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 

Show pity to your servants. 

 

In the morning, fill us with your love; 

we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 

Give us joy to balance our affliction 

for the years when we knew misfortune. 

 

Show forth your work to your servants; 

let your glory shine on their children. 

Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 

give success to the work of our hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading               Hebrews 4:12-13 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

 

The word of God is something alive and active: it cuts like any double-

edged sword but more finely: it can slip through the place where the soul 

is divided from the spirit, or joints from the marrow; it can judge the secret 

emotions and thoughts. No created thing can hide from him; everything is 

uncovered and open to the eyes of the one to whom we must give account 

of ourselves. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      Mt11:25 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father, 

Lord of heaven and earth, 

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom  

to mere children. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

Or: 
Mt5:3 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

How happy are the poor in spirit; 

Theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Alleluia! 
  



Gospel          Mark 10:17-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

Jesus was setting out on a journey when a man ran up, knelt before him 

and put this question to him, ‘Good master, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good 

but God alone. You know the commandments: You must not kill; You must 

not commit adultery; You must not steal; You must not bring false witness; 

You must not defraud; Honour your father and mother.’ And he said to 

him, ‘Master, I have kept all these from my earliest days.’ Jesus looked 

steadily at him and loved him, and he said, ‘There is one thing you lack. Go 

and sell everything you own and give the money to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ But his face fell at these 

words and he went away sad, for he was a man of great wealth. 

 

Jesus looked round and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it is for those who 

have riches to enter the kingdom of God!’ The disciples were astounded 

by these words, but Jesus insisted, ‘My children,’ he said to them ‘how hard 

it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass through 

the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ They 

were more astonished than ever. ‘In that case’ they said to one another 

‘who can be saved?’ Jesus gazed at them. ‘For men’ he said ‘it is impossible, 

but not for God: because everything is possible for God.’ 

 

Peter took this up. ‘What about us?’ he asked him. ‘We have left everything 

and followed you.’ Jesus said, ‘I tell you solemnly, there is no one who has 

left house, brothers, sisters, father, children or land for my sake and for 

the sake of the gospel who will not be repaid a hundred times over, houses, 

brothers, sisters, mothers, children and land – not without persecutions – 

now in this present time and, in the world to come, eternal life.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



MONDAY OF WEEK 28 IN ORDINARY TIME 

Monday 11 October 2021 

 
First reading         Romans 1:1-7 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 
From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to be an apostle, and 

specially chosen to preach the Good News that God promised long ago 

through his prophets in the scriptures. 

 

This news is about the Son of God who, according to the human nature he 

took was a descendant of David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the 

order of the spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son 

of God in all his power through his resurrection from the dead. Through him 

we received grace and our apostolic mission to preach the obedience of faith 

to all pagan nations in honour of his name. You are one of these nations, and 

by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you all, then, who are God’s beloved in 

Rome, called to be saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send 

grace and peace. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 97(98):1-4 

The Lord has made known his salvation. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation. 

 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 

has shown his justice to the nations. 

He has remembered his truth and love 

for the house of Israel. 

 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, 

ring out your joy. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                               

Ps118:88 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Because of your love give me life, 

and I will do your will. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or:  
         Ps94:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Harden not your hearts today, 

but listen to the voice of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Gospel         Luke 11:29-32 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

The crowds got even bigger, and Jesus addressed them: ‘This is a wicked 

generation; it is asking for a sign. The only sign it will be given is the sign of 

Jonah. For just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son of 

Man be to this generation. On Judgement day the Queen of the South will 

rise up with the men of this generation and condemn them, because she 

came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and there 

is something greater than Solomon here. On Judgement day the men of 

Nineveh will stand up with this generation and condemn it, because when 

Jonah preached they repented; and there is something greater than Jonah 

here.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



TUESDAY OF WEEK 28 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Tuesday 12 October 2021 

 
First reading         Romans 1:16-25 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 

I am not ashamed of the Good News: it is the power of God saving all who 

have faith – Jews first, but Greeks as well – since this is what reveals the 

justice of God to us: it shows how faith leads to faith, or as scripture says: 

The upright man finds life through faith. 

 

The anger of God is being revealed from heaven against all the impiety and 

depravity of men who keep truth imprisoned in their wickedness. For what 

can be known about God is perfectly plain to them since God himself has 

made it plain. Ever since God created the world his everlasting power and 

deity – however invisible – have been there for the mind to see in the things 

he has made. That is why such people are without excuse: they knew God 

and yet refused to honour him as God or to thank him; instead, they made 

nonsense out of logic and their empty minds were darkened. The more 

they called themselves philosophers, the more stupid they grew, until they 

exchanged the glory of the immortal God for a worthless imitation, for the 

image of mortal man, of birds, of quadrupeds and reptiles. That is why God 

left them to their filthy enjoyments and the practices with which they 

dishonour their own bodies, since they have given up divine truth for a lie 

and have worshipped and served creatures instead of the creator, who is 

blessed for ever. Amen! 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 18(19):2-5 

The heavens proclaim the glory of God. 

 

The heavens proclaim the glory of God, 

and the firmament shows forth the work of his hands. 

Day unto day takes up the story 

and night unto night makes known the message. 

 

No speech, no word, no voice is heard 

yet their span extends through all the earth, 

their words to the utmost bounds of the world. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
Ps118:135 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let your face shine on your servant, 

and teach me your decrees. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
Or: 

Heb4:12 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The word of God is something alive and active: 

it can judge secret emotions and thoughts. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 11:37-41 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Jesus had just finished speaking when a Pharisee invited him to dine at his 

house. He went in and sat down at the table. The Pharisee saw this and 

was surprised that he had not first washed before the meal. But the Lord 

said to him, ‘Oh, you Pharisees! You clean the outside of cup and plate, 

while inside yourselves you are filled with extortion and wickedness. Fools! 

Did not he who made the outside make the inside too? Instead, give alms 

from what you have and then indeed everything will be clean for you.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



WEDNESDAY OF WEEK 28 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Wednesday 13 October 2021 

 
First reading         Romans 2:1-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 

No matter who you are, if you pass judgement you have no excuse. In 

judging others you condemn yourself, since you behave no differently from 

those you judge. We know that God condemns that sort of behaviour 

impartially: and when you judge those who behave like this while you are 

doing exactly the same, do you think you will escape God’s judgement? Or 

are you abusing his abundant goodness, patience and toleration, not 

realising that this goodness of God is meant to lead you to repentance? 

Your stubborn refusal to repent is only adding to the anger God will have 

towards you on that day of anger when his just judgements will be made 

known. He will repay each one as his works deserve. For those who sought 

renown and honour and immortality by always doing good there will be 

eternal life; for the unsubmissive who refused to take truth for their guide 

and took depravity instead, there will be anger and fury. Pain and suffering 

will come to every human being who employs himself in evil – Jews first, 

but Greeks as well; renown, honour and peace will come to everyone who 

does good – Jews first, but Greeks as well. God has no favourites. 

 

 

 
 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 61(62):2-3,6-7,9 

Lord, you repay each man 

according to his deeds. 

 

In God alone is my soul at rest; 

my help comes from him. 

He alone is my rock, my stronghold, 

my fortress: I stand firm. 

 

In God alone be at rest, my soul; 

for my hope comes from him. 

He alone is my rock, my stronghold, 

my fortress: I stand firm. 

 

Take refuge in God, all you people. 

Trust him at all times. 

Pour out your hearts before him 

for God is our refuge. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
cf.Ps26:11 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Instruct me, Lord, in your way; 

on an even path lead me. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Jn10:27 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice,  

says the Lord,  

I know them and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 

 
 



Gospel         Luke 11:42-46 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

The Lord said to the Pharisees: ‘Alas for you Pharisees! You who pay your 

tithe of mint and rue and all sorts of garden herbs and overlook justice and 

the love of God! These you should have practised, without leaving the 

others undone. Alas for you Pharisees who like taking the seats of honour 

in the synagogues and being greeted obsequiously in the market squares! 

Alas for you, because you are like the unmarked tombs that men walk on 

without knowing it! 

 

A lawyer then spoke up. ‘Master,’ he said ‘when you speak like this you 

insult us too.’ ‘Alas for you lawyers also,’ he replied ‘because you load on 

men burdens that are unendurable, burdens that you yourselves do not 

move a finger to lift.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



THURSDAY OF WEEK 28 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Thursday 14 October 2021 

 
First reading         Romans 3:21-30 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  
 

God’s justice that was made known through the Law and the Prophets has 

now been revealed outside the Law, since it is the same justice of God that 

comes through faith to everyone, Jew and pagan alike, who believes in Jesus 

Christ. Both Jew and pagan sinned and forfeited God’s glory, and both are 

justified through the free gift of his grace by being redeemed in Christ Jesus 

who was appointed by God to sacrifice his life so as to win reconciliation 

through faith. In this way God makes his justice known; first, for the past, 

when sins went unpunished because he held his hand, then, for the present 

age, by showing positively that he is just, and that he justifies everyone who 

believes in Jesus. 

 

So what becomes of our boasts? There is no room for them. What sort of 

law excludes them? The sort of law that tells us what to do? On the 

contrary, it is the law of faith, since, as we see it, a man is justified by faith 

and not by doing something the Law tells him to do. Is God the God of 

Jews alone and not of the pagans too? Of the pagans too, most certainly, 

since there is only one God. 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 129(130):1-6 

With the Lord there is mercy,  

and fullness of redemption. 

 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 

Lord, hear my voice! 

O let your ears be attentive 

to the voice of my pleading. 

 

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 

Lord, who would survive? 

But with you is found forgiveness: 

for this we revere you. 

 

My soul is waiting for the Lord. 

I count on his word. 

My soul is longing for the Lord 

more than watchman for daybreak. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
                                                   Ps110:7,8 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your precepts, O Lord, are all of them sure; 

they stand firm for ever and ever. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
Jn14:6 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the Lord; 

No one can come to the Father except through me. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Luke 11:47-54 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Jesus said: ‘Alas for you who build the tombs of the prophets, the men your 

ancestors killed! In this way you both witness what your ancestors did and 

approve it; they did the killing, you do the building. 

 

‘And that is why the Wisdom of God said, “I will send them prophets and 

apostles; some they will slaughter and persecute, so that this generation 

will have to answer for every prophet’s blood that has been shed since the 

foundation of the world, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, 

who was murdered between the altar and the sanctuary.” Yes, I tell you, 

this generation will have to answer for it all. 

 

‘Alas for you lawyers who have taken away the key of knowledge! You have 

not gone in yourselves, and have prevented others going in who wanted 

to.’ 

 

When he left the house, the scribes and the Pharisees began a furious attack 

on him and tried to force answers from him on innumerable questions, 

setting traps to catch him out in something he might say. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



Memorial of Saint Teresa of Jesus (of Ávila), Virgin,  

Doctor of the Church  

Friday 15 October 2021 

 

First reading         Romans 4:1-8 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 

What shall we say about Abraham, the ancestor from whom we are all 

descended? If Abraham was justified as a reward for doing something, he 

would really have had something to boast about, though not in God’s sight 

because scripture says: Abraham put his faith in God, and this faith was 

considered as justifying him. If a man has work to show, his wages are not 

considered as a favour but as his due; but when a man has nothing to show 

except faith in the one who justifies sinners, then his faith is considered as 

justifying him. And David says the same: a man is happy if God considers 

him righteous, irrespective of good deeds: 

 

Happy those whose crimes are forgiven, 

whose sins are blotted out; 

happy the man whom the Lord considers sinless. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 31(32):1-2,5,11 

You are my refuge, O Lord;  

you fill me with the joy of salvation. 

 

Happy the man whose offence is forgiven, 

whose sin is remitted. 

O happy the man to whom the Lord 

imputes no guilt, 

in whose spirit is no guile. 

 

But now I have acknowledged my sins; 

my guilt I did not hide. 

I said: ‘I will confess 

my offence to the Lord.’ 

And you, Lord, have forgiven 

the guilt of my sin. 

 

Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, 

exult, you just! 

O come, ring out your joy, 

all you upright of heart. 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
cf.Ps18:9 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your words gladden the heart, O Lord, 

they give light to the eyes. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Ps32:22 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

May your love be upon us, O Lord, 

as we place all our hope in you. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Luke 12:1-7 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

The people had gathered in their thousands so that they were treading on 

one another. And Jesus began to speak, first of all to his disciples. ‘Be on 

your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees – that is, their hypocrisy. 

Everything that is now covered will be uncovered, and everything now 

hidden will be made clear. For this reason, whatever you have said in the 

dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in hidden 

places will be proclaimed on the housetops. 

 

‘To you my friends I say: Do not be afraid of those who kill the body and 

after that can do no more. I will tell you whom to fear: fear him who, after 

he has killed, has the power to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Can 

you not buy five sparrows for two pennies? And yet not one is forgotten 

in God’s sight. Why, every hair on your head has been counted. There is 

no need to be afraid: you are worth more than hundreds of sparrows.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEDICATION 

OF PARISH CHURCHES    

Saturday 16 October 2021 

(in churches where date of dedication is unknown – suggested readings) 

 

 
First reading         Ezekiel 47:1-2.8-9.12 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

 

 

The angel brought me to the entrance of the Temple, where a stream came 

out from under the Temple threshold and flowed eastwards, since the 

Temple faced east. The water flowed from under the right side of the 

Temple, south of the altar. He took me out by the north gate and led me 

right round outside as far as the outer east gate where the water flowed 

out on the right-hand side. He said, This water flows east down to the 

Arabah and to the sea; and flowing into the sea it makes its waters 

wholesome. Wherever the river flows, all living creatures teeming in it will 

live. Fish will be very plentiful, for wherever the water goes it brings health, 

and life teems wherever the river flows. Along the river, on either bank, 

will grow every kind of fruit tree with leaves that never wither and fruit 

that never fails; they will bear new fruit every month, because this water 

comes from the sanctuary. And their fruit will be good to eat and the leaves 

medicinal. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 45:2-3,5-6,8-9 

The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, 

the holy place where the Most High dwells. 

 

God is for us a refuge and strength, 

a helper close at hand, in time of distress: 

so we shall not fear though the earth should rock, 

though mountains fall into the depths of the sea. 

 

The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, 

the holy place where the Most High dwells. 

God is within, it cannot be shaken; 

God will help it at the dawning of the day. 

 

The Lord of hosts is with us: 

The God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Come, consider the works of the Lord, 

the redoubtable deeds he has done on the earth. 

 

 

  



Second reading        1 Corinthians 3:9-11.16-17 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

 

You are God's building. By the grace God gave me, I succeeded as an 

architect and laid the foundations, on which someone else is doing the 

building. Everyone doing the building must work carefully. For the 

foundation, nobody can lay any other than the one which has already been 

laid, that is Jesus Christ. 

  

Didn't you realise that you were God's temple and that the Spirit of God 

was living among you? If anybody should destroy the temple of God, God 

will destroy him, because the temple of God is sacred; and you are that 

temple. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     2Chron 7:16 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I have chosen and consecrated this house, says the Lord, 

for my name to be there for ever. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



Gospel         John 2:13-22 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the 

Temple he found people selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the 

money-changers sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out of some 

cord, he drove them all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, 

scattered the money-changers' coins, knocked their tables over and said to 

the pigeon-sellers, 'Take all this out of here and stop turning my Father's 

house into a market'. Then his disciples remembered the words of 

scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me. The Jews intervened and 

said, 'What sign can you show us to justify what you have done?' Jesus 

answered, 'Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up'. The 

Jews replied, 'It has taken forty-six years to build this sanctuary: are you 

going to raise it up in three days?' But he was speaking of the sanctuary that 

was his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples remembered 

that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and the words he had 

said. 

 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or 



(In churches where date of dedication is known or in churches not dedicated)  

 

SATURDAY OF WEEK 28 IN ORDINARY TIME  

Saturday 16 October 2021 

 
First reading         Romans 4:13,16-18 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  
 

The promise of inheriting the world was not made to Abraham and his 

descendants on account of any law but on account of the righteousness 

which consists in faith. That is why what fulfils the promise depends on 

faith, so that it may be a free gift and be available to all of Abraham’s 

descendants, not only those who belong to the Law but also those who 

belong to the faith of Abraham who is the father of all of us. As scripture 

says: I have made you the ancestor of many nations – Abraham is our father 

in the eyes of God, in whom he put his faith, and who brings the dead to 

life and calls into being what does not exist. 

 

Though it seemed Abraham’s hope could not be fulfilled, he hoped and he 

believed, and through doing so he did become the father of many nations 

exactly as he had been promised: Your descendants will be as many as the 

stars. 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 104(105):6-9,42-43 

The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

O children of Abraham, his servant, 

O sons of the Jacob he chose. 

He, the Lord, is our God: 

his judgements prevail in all the earth. 

 

He remembers his covenant for ever, 

his promise for a thousand generations, 

the covenant he made with Abraham, 

the oath he swore to Isaac. 

 

For he remembered his holy word, 

which he gave to Abraham his servant. 

So he brought out his people with joy, 

his chosen ones with shouts of rejoicing. 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
                                                   1S3:9,Jn6:68 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia!- 

 

Or: 
Jn15:26,27 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Spirit of truth will be my witness; 

and you too will be my witnesses, 

says the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 



Gospel         Luke 12:9-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I tell you, if anyone openly declares himself for 

me in the presence of men, the Son of Man will declare himself for him in 

the presence of the angels. But the man who disowns me in the presence 

of men will be disowned in the presence of God’s angels. 

 

‘Everyone who says a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but he 

who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 

 

‘When they take you before synagogues and magistrates and authorities, 

do not worry about how to defend yourselves or what to say, because 

when the time comes, the Holy Spirit will teach you what you must say.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 


