
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Year C) 
 

First reading                                              Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6,12-14 

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus 
 

The Lord honours the father in his children, 

and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons. 

Whoever respects his father is atoning for his sins, 

he who honours his mother is like someone amassing a fortune. 

Whoever respects his father will be happy with children of his own, 

he shall be heard on the day when he prays. 

Long life comes to him who honours his father, 

he who sets his mother at ease is showing obedience to the Lord. 

My son, support your father in his old age, 

do not grieve him during his life. 

Even if his mind should fail, show him sympathy, 

do not despise him in your health and strength; 

for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten 

but will serve as reparation for your sins. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 127(128):1-5 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord  

and walk in his ways! 

 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord 

and walk in his ways! 

By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 

You will be happy and prosper. 

 

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 

in the heart of your house; 

your children like shoots of the olive, 

around your table. 

 

Indeed thus shall be blessed 

the man who fears the Lord. 

May the Lord bless you from Zion 

all the days of your life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading        Colossians 3:12-21 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 

 

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you, and you should be 

clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and 

patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel 

begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all 

these clothes, to keep them together and complete them, put on love. And 

may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you 

were called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful. 

 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you. Teach 

each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your 

hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or 

do anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him.  

 

Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in the Lord. Husbands, 

love your wives and treat them with gentleness. Children, be obedient to 

your parents always, because that is what will please the Lord. Parents, 

never drive your children to resentment or you will make them feel 

frustrated. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation       
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts; 

let the message of Christ find a home with you. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

  



Gospel          Luke 2:41-52 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the 

Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up for the feast as 

usual. When they were on their way home after the feast, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it. They assumed 

he was with the caravan, and it was only after a day’s journey that they 

went to look for him among their relations and acquaintances. When they 

failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere. 

 

Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting among the doctors, 

listening to them, and asking them questions; and all those who heard him 

were astounded at his intelligence and his replies. They were overcome 

when they saw him, and his mother said to him, ‘My child, why have, you 

done this to us? See how worried your father and I have been, looking for 

you.’ ‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you not know that I 

must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’ But they did not understand what 

he meant. 

 

He then went down with them and came to Nazareth and lived under their 

authority.  His mother stored up all these things in her heart. And Jesus 

increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and men. 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Or 
 

 



First reading                                              1 Samuel 1:20-22,24-28 

A reading from the first book of Samuel 
 

Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son, and called him Samuel ‘since’ 

she said ‘I asked the Lord for him.’ 

 

When a year had gone by, the husband Elkanah went up again with all his 

family to offer the annual sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfil his vow. Hannah, 

however, did not go up, having said to her husband, ‘Not before the child 

is weaned. Then I will bring him and present him before the Lord and he 

shall stay there for ever.’ 

 

When she had weaned him, she took him up with her together with a 

three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and she brought 

him to the temple of the Lord at Shiloh; and the child was with them. They 

slaughtered the bull and the child’s mother came to Eli. She said, ‘If you 

please, my lord. As you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood here 

beside you, praying to the Lord. This is the child I prayed for, and the Lord 

granted me what I asked him. Now I make him over to the Lord for the 

whole of his life. He is made over to the Lord.’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 83(84):2-3,5-6,9-10 

They are happy who dwell in your house, O Lord. 

 

How lovely is your dwelling place, 

Lord, God of hosts. 

My soul is longing and yearning, 

is yearning for the courts of the Lord. 

My heart and my soul ring out their joy 

to God, the living God. 

 

They are happy, who dwell in your house, 

for ever singing your praise. 

They are happy, whose strength is in you, 

in whose hearts are the roads to Zion. 

 

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer, 

give ear, O God of Jacob. 

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield, 

look on the face of your anointed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading        1 John 3:1-2,21-24 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, 

by letting us be called God’s children; 

and that is what we are. 

Because the world refused to acknowledge him, 

therefore it does not acknowledge us. 

My dear people, we are already the children of God 

but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; 

all we know is, that when it is revealed 

we shall be like him 

because we shall see him as he really is. 

 

My dear people, 

if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience, 

we need not be afraid in God’s presence, 

and whatever we ask him, 

we shall receive, 

because we keep his commandments 

and live the kind of life that he wants. 

His commandments are these: 

that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and that we love one another 

as he told us to. 

Whoever keeps his commandments 

lives in God and God lives in him. 

We know that he lives in us 

by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      cf.Ac16:14 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open our heart, O Lord, 

to accept the words of your Son. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel          Luke 2:41-52 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the 

Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up for the feast as 

usual. When they were on their way home after the feast, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it. They assumed 

he was with the caravan, and it was only after a day’s journey that they 

went to look for him among their relations and acquaintances. When they 

failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere. 

 

Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting among the doctors, 

listening to them, and asking them questions; and all those who heard him 

were astounded at his intelligence and his replies. They were overcome 

when they saw him, and his mother said to him, ‘My child, why have, you 

done this to us? See how worried your father and I have been, looking for 

you.’ ‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you not know that I 

must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’ But they did not understand what 

he meant. 

 

He then went down with them and came to Nazareth and lived under their 

authority.  His mother stored up all these things in her heart. And Jesus 

increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and men. 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



FEAST OF SAINT JOHN, APOSTLE, EVANGELIST   

Monday 27 December 2021 

 
First reading         1 John 1:1-4 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

Something which has existed since the beginning, 

that we have heard, 

and we have seen with our own eyes; 

that we have watched 

and touched with our hands: 

the Word, who is life – 

this is our subject. 

That life was made visible: 

we saw it and we are giving our testimony, 

telling you of the eternal life 

which was with the Father and has been made visible to us. 

What we have seen and heard 

we are telling you 

so that you too may be in union with us, 

as we are in union 

with the Father 

and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

We are writing this to you to make our own joy complete. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 96(97):1-2,5-6,11-12 

Rejoice, you just, in the Lord. 

 

The Lord is king, let earth rejoice, 

let all the coastlands be glad. 

Cloud and darkness are his raiment; 

his throne, justice and right. 

 

The mountains melt like wax 

before the Lord of all the earth. 

The skies proclaim his justice; 

all peoples see his glory. 

 

Light shines forth for the just 

and joy for the upright of heart. 

Rejoice, you just, in the Lord; 

give glory to his holy name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                 
         

Alleluia, alleluia! 

We praise you, O God, 

we acknowledge you to be the Lord. 

The glorious company of the apostles praise you, O Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Gospel         John 20:2-8 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
 

On the first day of the week Mary of Magdala came running to Simon Peter 

and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved. ‘They have taken the Lord out 

of the tomb’ she said ‘and we don’t know where they have put him.’ 

 

So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb. They ran 

together, but the other disciple, running faster than Peter, reached the 

tomb first; he bent down and saw the linen cloths lying on the ground, but 

did not go in. Simon Peter who was following now came up, went right into 

the tomb, saw the linen cloths on the ground, and also the cloth that had 

been over his head; this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in a 

place by itself. Then the other disciple who had reached the tomb first also 

went in; he saw and he believed. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS 

Tuesday 28 December 2021 

 
First reading         1 John 1:5-2:2 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

This is what we have heard from Jesus Christ, 

and the message that we are announcing to you: 

God is light; there is no darkness in him at all. 

If we say that we are in union with God 

while we are living in darkness, 

we are lying because we are not living the truth. 

But if we live our lives in the light, 

as he is in the light, 

we are in union with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 

purifies us from all sin. 

If we say we have no sin in us, 

we are deceiving ourselves 

and refusing to admit the truth; 

but if we acknowledge our sins, 

then God who is faithful and just 

will forgive our sins and purify us 

from everything that is wrong. 

To say that we have never sinned 

is to call God a liar 

and to show that his word is not in us. 

 

I am writing this, my children, 

to stop you sinning; 

but if anyone should sin, 

we have our advocate with the Father, 

Jesus Christ, who is just; 

he is the sacrifice that takes our sins away, 

and not only ours, 

but the whole world’s. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 123(124):2-5,7-8  
Our life, like a bird, has escaped  

from the snare of the fowler. 

 

If the Lord had not been on our side 

when men rose up against us, 

then would they have swallowed us alive 

when their anger was kindled. 

 

Then would the waters have engulfed us, 

the torrent gone over us; 

over our head would have swept 

the raging waters. 

 

Indeed the snare has been broken 

and we have escaped. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

We praise you, O God, 

we acknowledge you to be the Lord; 

the noble army of martyrs praise you, O Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 



Gospel         Matthew 2:13-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

 

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother with you, and escape 

into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, because Herod intends to search 

for the child and do away with him.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child 

and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where he stayed until 

Herod was dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken through the 

prophet: 

 

I called my son out of Egypt. 

 

Herod was furious when he realised that he had been outwitted by the 

wise men, and in Bethlehem and its surrounding district he had all the male 

children killed who were two years old or under, reckoning by the date he 

had been careful to ask the wise men. It was then that the words spoken 

through the prophet Jeremiah were fulfilled: 

 

A voice was heard in Ramah, 

sobbing and loudly lamenting: 

it was Rachel weeping for her children, 

refusing to be comforted because they were no more. 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



FEAST OF SAINT THOMAS BECKET, BISHOP, MARTYR 
PATRON OF PASTORAL CLERGY IN ENGLAND AND WALES  

Wednesday 29 December 2021 
 

 
First reading         Colossians 1:24-29 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 

 

 

It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I am suffering now, and in my own 

body to do what I can to make up all that has still to be undergone by 

Christ for the sake of his body, the Church. I became the servant of the 

Church when God made me responsible for delivering God’s message to 

you, the message which was a mystery hidden for generations and centuries 

and has now been revealed to his saints. It was God’s purpose to reveal it 

to them and to show all the rich glory of this mystery to pagans. The 

mystery is Christ among you, your hope of glory: this is the Christ we 

proclaim, this is the wisdom in which we thoroughly train everyone and 

instruct everyone, to make them all perfect in Christ. It is for this I struggle 

wearily on, helped only by his power driving me irresistibly. 

 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 22(23) 

The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures 

where he gives me repose. 

Near restful waters he leads me, 

to revive my drooping spirit. 

 

He guides me along the right path; 

he is true to his name. 

If I should walk in the valley of darkness 

no evil would I fear. 

You are there with your crook and your staff; 

with these you give me comfort. 

 

You have prepared a banquet for me 

in the sight of my foes. 

My head you have anointed with oil; 

my cup is overflowing. 

 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 

all the days of my life. 

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 

for ever and ever. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
      

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 

I know my own sheep and my own know me. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or:         

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Luke 22:24-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

A dispute arose between the disciples about which should be reckoned the 

greatest, but Jesus said to them: ‘Among pagans it is the kings who lord it 

over them, and those who have authority over them are given the title 

Benefactor. This must not happen with you. No; the greatest among you 

must behave as if he were the youngest, the leader as if he were the one 

who serves. For who is the greater: the one at table or the one who serves? 

The one at table, surely? Yet here am I among you as one who serves! 

 

‘You are the men who have stood by me faithfully in my trials; and now I 

confer a kingdom on you, just as my Father conferred one on me: you will 

eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones to 

judge the twelve tribes of Israel.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Or 

  



Gospel         Matthew 10:28-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Jesus said to his apostles: ‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 

cannot kill the soul; fear him rather who can destroy both body and soul 

in hell. Can you not buy two sparrows for a penny? And yet not one falls 

to the ground without your Father knowing. Why, every hair on your head 

has been counted. So there is no need to be afraid; you are worth more 

than hundreds of sparrows. 

 

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the presence of men, I will declare 

myself for him in the presence of my Father in heaven. But the one who 

disowns me in the presence of men, I will disown in the presence of my 

Father in heaven.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 
  



SIXTH DAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS  

Thursday 30 December 2021 
 

 

First reading         1 John 2:12-17 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

I am writing to you, my own children, 

whose sins have already been forgiven through his name; 

I am writing to you, fathers, 

who have come to know the one 

who has existed since the beginning; 

I am writing to you, young men, 

who have already overcome the Evil One; 

I have written to you, children, 

because you already know the Father; 

I have written to you, fathers, 

because you have come to know the one 

who has existed since the beginning; 

I have written to you, young men, 

because you are strong and God’s word has made its home in you, 

and you have overcome the Evil One. 

You must not love this passing world 

or anything that is in the world. 

The love of the Father cannot be 

in any man who loves the world, 

because nothing the world has to offer 

– the sensual body, 

the lustful eye, 

pride in possessions – 

could ever come from the Father 

but only from the world; 

and the world, with all it craves for, 

is coming to an end; 

but anyone who does the will of God 

remains for ever. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 95(96):7-10 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad. 

 

Give the Lord, you families of peoples, 

give the Lord glory and power; 

give the Lord the glory of his name. 

 

Bring an offering and enter his courts, 

worship the Lord in his temple. 

O earth, tremble before him. 

 

Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ 

The world he made firm in its place; 

he will judge the peoples in fairness. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      

 
Heb1:1-2 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

At various times in the past 

and in various different ways, 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 

but in our own time, the last days, 

he has spoken to us through his Son. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A hallowed day has dawned upon us. 

Come, you nations, worship the Lord, 

for today a great light has shone down upon the earth. 

Alleluia! 

 

 



Gospel         Luke 2:36-40 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

There was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been 

married for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now eighty-

four years old and never left the Temple, serving God night and day with 

fasting and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began to praise 

God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the 

deliverance of Jerusalem. 

 

When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went 

back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew 

to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



SEVENTH DAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS  

Friday 31 December 2021 
 

 
First reading           1 John 2:18-21 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

Children, these are the last days; 

you were told that an Antichrist must come, 

and now several antichrists have already appeared; 

we know from this that these are the last days. 

Those rivals of Christ came out of our own number, but they had never 

really belonged; 

if they had belonged, they would have stayed with us; 

but they left us, to prove that not one of them 

ever belonged to us. 

But you have been anointed by the Holy One, 

and have all received the knowledge. 

It is not because you do not know the truth that I am writing to you 

but rather because you know it already 

and know that no lie can come from the truth. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 95(96):1-2,11-13 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad. 

 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

O sing to the Lord, bless his name. 

Proclaim his help day by day, 

 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, 

let the sea and all within it thunder praise, 

let the land and all it bears rejoice, 

all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 

he comes to rule the earth. 

 

With justice he will rule the world, 

he will judge the peoples with his truth. 

 
 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A hallowed day has dawned upon us. 

Come, you nations, worship the Lord, 

for today a great light has shone down upon the earth. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Jn1:14,12 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. 

To all who received him he gave power to become children of God. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
 



Gospel         John 1:1-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

In the beginning was the Word: 

and the Word was with God 

and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him all things came to be, 

not one thing had its being but through him. 

All that came to be had life in him 

and that life was the light of men, 

a light that shines in the dark, 

a light that darkness could not overpower. 

 

A man came, sent by God. 

His name was John. 

He came as a witness, 

as a witness to speak for the light, 

so that everyone might believe through him. 

He was not the light, 

only a witness to speak for the light. 

 

The Word was the true light 

that enlightens all men; 

and he was coming into the world. 

He was in the world 

that had its being through him, 

and the world did not know him. 

He came to his own domain 

and his own people did not accept him. 

But to all who did accept him 

he gave power to become children of God, 

to all who believe in the name of him 

who was born not out of human stock 

or urge of the flesh 

or will of man 

but of God himself. 

  



The Word was made flesh, 

he lived among us, 

and we saw his glory, 

the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, 

full of grace and truth. 

 

John appears as his witness. He proclaims: 

‘This is the one of whom I said: 

He who comes after me ranks before me 

because he existed before me.’ 

 

Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received – 

yes, grace in return for grace, 

since, though the Law was given through Moses, 

grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. 

No one has ever seen God; 

it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, 

who has made him known. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD   

Saturday 1 January 2022 

 
First reading         Numbers 6:22-27 

A reading from the book of Numbers 

 

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Say this to Aaron and his sons: “This 

is how you are to bless the sons of Israel. You shall say to them:  

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you.  

May the Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you peace.” 

 

This is how they are to call down my name on the sons of Israel, and I will 

bless them.’ 

 

 
 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 66(67):2-3,5,6,8 

O God, be gracious and bless us. 

 

O God, be gracious and bless us 

and let your face shed its light upon us. 

So will your ways be known upon earth 

and all nations learn your saving help. 

 

Let the nations be glad and exult 

for you rule the world with justice. 

With fairness you rule the peoples, 

you guide the nations on earth. 

 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you. 

May God still give us his blessing 

till the ends of the earth revere him. 

 

 

 

  



Second reading        Galatians 4:4-7 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 

 

When the appointed time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 

a subject of the Law, to redeem the subjects of the Law and to enable us 

to be adopted as sons. The proof that you are sons is that God has sent 

the Spirit of his Son into our hearts: the Spirit that cries, ‘Abba, Father’, and 

it is this that makes you a son, you are not a slave any more; and if God has 

made you son, then he has made you heir. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation       
 

Heb1:1-2 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

At various times in the past 

and in various different ways, 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 

but in our own time, the last days, 

he has spoken to us through his Son. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Gospel         Luke 2:16-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

The shepherds hurried away to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the baby lying in the manger. When they saw the child they repeated what 

they had been told about him, and everyone who heard it was astonished 

at what the shepherds had to say. As for Mary, she treasured all these 

things and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds went back 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen; it was exactly 

as they had been told. 

 

When the eighth day came and the child was to be circumcised, they gave 

him the name Jesus, the name the angel had given him before his 

conception. 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 


