
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Third Sunday of Advent (Year C) 
 

First reading                                             Zephaniah 3:14-18 

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah 
 

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, 

Israel, shout aloud! 

Rejoice, exult with all your heart, 

daughter of Jerusalem! 

The Lord has repealed your sentence; 

he has driven your enemies away. 

The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst; 

you have no more evil to fear. 

When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem: 

Zion, have no fear, 

do not let your hands fall limp. 

The Lord your God is in your midst, 

a victorious warrior. 

He will exult with joy over you, 

he will renew you by his love; 

he will dance with shouts of joy for you 

as on a day of festival. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Isaiah 12 

Sing and shout for joy  

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

Truly, God is my salvation, 

I trust, I shall not fear. 

For the Lord is my strength, my song, 

he became my saviour. 

With joy you will draw water 

from the wells of salvation. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! 

Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples! 

Declare the greatness of his name. 

 

Sing a psalm to the Lord 

for he has done glorious deeds; 

make them known to all the earth! 

People of Zion, sing and shout for joy, 

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading        Philippians 4:4-7 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

 

I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, what I want is 

your happiness. Let your tolerance be evident to everyone: the Lord is very 

near. 

 

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, 

asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, 

which is so much greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts 

and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation      Is61:1(Lk4:18) 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 

He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

 

 
  



Gospel          Luke 3:10-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

When all the people asked John, ‘What must we do?’ he answered, ‘If 

anyone has two tunics he must share with the man who has none, and the 

one with something to eat must do the same.’ There were tax collectors 

too who came for baptism, and these said to him, ‘Master, what must we 

do?’ He said to them, ‘Exact no more than your rate.’ Some soldiers asked 

him in their turn, ‘What about us? What must we do?’ He said to them, 

‘No intimidation! No extortion! Be content with your pay!’ 

 

A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning 

to think that John might be the Christ, so John declared before them all, ‘I 

baptise you with water, but someone is coming, someone who is more 

powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will 

baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand 

to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his barn; but the 

chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ As well as this, there were 

many other things he said to exhort the people and to announce the Good 

News to them. 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



Saint Lucy, Virgin, Martyr  

Monday 13 December 2021 

 
First reading         Numbers 24:2-7,15-17 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

Raising his eyes Balaam saw Israel, encamped by tribes; the spirit of God 

came on him and he declaimed his poem. He said: 

 

‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, 

the oracle of the man with far-seeing eyes, 

the oracle of one who hears the word of God. 

He sees what Shaddai makes him see, 

receives the divine answer, and his eyes are opened. 

How fair are your tents, O Jacob! 

How fair your dwellings, Israel! 

Like valleys that stretch afar, 

like gardens by the banks of a river, 

like aloes planted by the Lord, 

like cedars beside the waters! 

A hero arises from their stock, 

he reigns over countless peoples. 

His king is greater than Agag, 

his majesty is exalted.’ 

 

Then Balaam declaimed his poem again. He said: 

 

‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, 

the oracle of the man with far-seeing eyes, 

the oracle of one who hears the word of God, 

of one who knows the knowledge of the Most High. 

He sees what Shaddai makes him see, 

receives the divine answer, and his eyes are opened. 

I see him – but not in the present, 

I behold him – but not close at hand: 

a star from Jacob takes the leadership, 

a sceptre arises from Israel.’ 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 24(25):4-6,7a-9 

Lord, make me know your ways. 

 

Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour. 

 

In you I hope all day long 

because of your goodness, O Lord. 

Remember your mercy, Lord, 

and the love you have shown from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth. 

In your love remember me. 

 

The Lord is good and upright. 

He shows the path to those who stray, 

He guides the humble in the right path, 

He teaches his way to the poor. 

 

 

 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                              
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord will come, go out to meet him. 

Great is his beginning and his reign will have no end. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
Ps84:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 

and give us your saving help. 

Alleluia! 

 
 

 



Gospel         Matthew 21:23-27 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

Jesus had gone into the Temple and was teaching, when the chief priests 

and the elders of the people came to him and said, ‘What authority have 

you for acting like this? And who gave you this authority?’ ‘And I’ replied 

Jesus ‘will ask you a question, only one; if you tell me the answer to it, I will 

then tell you my authority for acting like this. John’s baptism: where did it 

come from: heaven or man?’ And they argued it out this way among 

themselves, ‘If we say from heaven, he will retort, “Then why did you refuse 

to believe him?”; but if we say from man, we have the people to fear, for 

they all hold that John was a prophet.’ So their reply to Jesus was, ‘We do 

not know.’ And he retorted, ‘Nor will I tell you my authority for acting like 

this.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



Saint John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor  

Tuesday 14 December 2021 

 
First reading         Zephaniah 3:1-2,9-13 

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah 
 

Trouble is coming to the rebellious, the defiled, 

the tyrannical city! 

She would never listen to the call, 

would never learn the lesson; 

she has never trusted in the Lord, 

never drawn near to her God. 

Yes, I will then give the peoples lips that are clean, 

so that all may invoke the name of the Lord 

and serve him under the same yoke. 

From beyond the banks of the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants 

will bring me offerings. 

When that day comes 

you need feel no shame for all the misdeeds 

you have committed against me, 

for I will remove your proud boasters 

from your midst; 

and you will cease to strut 

on my holy mountain. 

In your midst I will leave 

a humble and lowly people, 

and those who are left in Israel will seek refuge in the name of the Lord. 

They will do no wrong, 

will tell no lies; 

and the perjured tongue will no longer 

be found in their mouths. 

But they will be able to graze and rest 

with no one to disturb them. 

 
 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 33(34):2-3,6-7,16,18-19,23 

This poor man called; the Lord heard him. 

 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 

his praise always on my lips; 

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 

The humble shall hear and be glad. 

 

Look towards him and be radiant; 

let your faces not be abashed. 

This poor man called, the Lord heard him 

and rescued him from all his distress. 

 

The Lord turns his face against the wicked 

to destroy their remembrance from the earth. 

They call and the Lord hears 

and rescues them in all their distress. 

 

The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; 

those whose spirit is crushed he will save. 

The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. 

Those who hide in him shall not be condemned. 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation      

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Look, the Lord will come to save his people. 

Blessed those who are ready to meet him. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come, Lord! Do not delay. 

Forgive the sins of your people. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Matthew 21:28-32 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people, ‘What is your 

opinion? A man had two sons. He went and said to the first, “My boy, you 

go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not go,” but 

afterwards thought better of it and went. The man then went and said the 

same thing to the second who answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not go. 

Which of the two did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ they said. Jesus said to 

them, ‘I tell you solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes are making their 

way into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you, a pattern 

of true righteousness, but you did not believe him, and yet the tax 

collectors and prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, you refused to think 

better of it and believe in him.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



WEDNESDAY OF SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 

Wednesday 15 December 2021 
 

First reading         Isaiah 45:6-8,18,21-25 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

Apart from me, all is nothing. 

I am the Lord, unrivalled, 

I form the light and create the dark. 

I make good fortune and create calamity, 

it is I, the Lord, who do all this. 

 

Send victory like a dew, you heavens, 

and let the clouds rain it down. 

Let the earth open 

for salvation to spring up. 

Let deliverance, too, bud forth 

which I, the Lord, shall create. 

 

Yes, thus says the Lord, 

creator of the heavens, 

who is God, 

who formed the earth and made it, 

who set it firm, 

created it no chaos, 

but a place to be lived in: 

 

‘I am the Lord, unrivalled: 

there is no other god besides me. 

A God of integrity and a saviour: 

there is none apart from me. 

Turn to me and be saved, 

all the ends of the earth, 

for I am God unrivalled. 

 

‘By my own self I swear it; 

what comes from my mouth is truth, 

a word irrevocable: 

before me every knee shall bend, 

by me every tongue shall swear, 



saying, “From the Lord alone 

come victory and strength.” 

To him shall come, ashamed, 

all who raged against him. 

Victorious and glorious through the Lord shall be 

all the descendants of Israel.’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 84(85):9-14 

Send victory like a dew, you heavens,  

and let the clouds rain it down. 

 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

a voice that speaks of peace, 

peace for his people. 

His help is near for those who fear him 

and his glory will dwell in our land. 

 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven. 

 

The Lord will make us prosper 

and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps. 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation     Is55:6 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, 

call to him while he is still near. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

Or: 
Is40:9-10 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 

Here is the Lord God coming with power. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 



Gospel         Luke 7:19-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

John, summoning two of his disciples, sent them to the Lord to ask, ‘Are 

you the one who is to come, or must we wait for someone else?’ When 

the men reached Jesus they said, ‘John the Baptist has sent us to you, to 

ask, “Are you the one who is to come or have we to wait for someone 

else?”’ It was just then that he cured many people of diseases and afflictions 

and of evil spirits, and gave the gift of sight to many who were blind. Then 

he gave the messengers their answer, ‘Go back and tell John what you have 

seen and heard: the blind see again, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and 

the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, the Good News is proclaimed to 

the poor and happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



THURSDAY OF SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 

Thursday 16 December 2021 
 

 

 

First reading            Isaiah 54:1-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

Shout for joy, you barren women who bore no children! 

Break into cries of joy and gladness, you who were never in labour! 

For the sons of the forsaken one are more in number 

than the sons of the wedded wife, says the Lord. 

 

Widen the space of your tent, 

stretch out your hangings freely, 

lengthen your ropes, make your pegs firm; 

for you will burst out to right and to left. 

Your race will take possession of the nations, 

and people the abandoned cities. 

 

Do not be afraid, you will not be put to shame, 

do not be dismayed, you will not be disgraced; 

for you will forget the shame of your youth 

and no longer remember the curse of your widowhood. 

For now your creator will be your husband, 

his name, the Lord of Hosts; 

your redeemer will be the Holy One of Israel, 

he is called the God of the whole earth. 

Yes, like a forsaken wife, distressed in spirit, 

the Lord calls you back. 

Does a man cast off the wife of his youth? 

says your God. 

 

I did forsake you for a brief moment, 

but with great love will I take you back. 

In excess of anger, for a moment 

I hid my face from you. 

But with everlasting love I have taken pity on you, 

says the Lord, your redeemer. 

 

 



I am now as I was in the days of Noah 

when I swore that Noah’s waters 

should never flood the world again. 

So now I swear concerning my anger with you 

and the threats I made against you; 

 

for the mountains may depart, 

the hills be shaken, 

but my love for you will never leave you 

and my covenant of peace with you will never be shaken, 

says the Lord who takes pity on you. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 29(30):2,4-6,11-13 

I will praise you, Lord,  

you have rescued me. 

 

I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me 

and have not let my enemies rejoice over me. 

O Lord, you have raised my soul from the dead, 

restored me to life from those who sink into the grave. 

 

Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love him, 

give thanks to his holy name. 

His anger lasts a moment; his favour all through life. 

At night there are tears, but joy comes with dawn. 

 

The Lord listened and had pity. 

The Lord came to my help. 

For me you have changed my mourning into dancing: 

O Lord my God, I will thank you for ever. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation      
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The day of the Lord is near; 

Look, he comes to save us. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or:        Lk3:4,6 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Prepare a way for the Lord, 

make his paths straight, 

and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         Luke 7:24-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to talk to the people about 

John. ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in 

the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine 

clothes? Oh no, those who go in for fine clothes and live luxuriously are to 

be found at court! Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 

you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says:  

See, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will prepare the way 

before you. ‘I tell you, of all the children born of women, there is no one 

greater than John; yet the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he is. 

All the people who heard him, and the tax collectors too, acknowledged 

God’s plan by accepting baptism from John; but by refusing baptism from 

him the Pharisees and the lawyers had thwarted what God had in mind for 

them.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



WEEKDAY OF ADVENT II (O Sapientia) 

Friday 17 December 2021 

 
First reading         Genesis 49:2,8-10 
A reading from the book of Genesis 

 

Jacob called his sons and said: 

 

‘Gather round, sons of Jacob, and listen; 

listen to Israel your father. 

Judah, your brothers shall praise you: 

you grip your enemies by the neck, 

your father’s sons shall do you homage, 

Judah is a lion cub, 

you climb back, my son, from your kill; 

like a lion he crouches and lies down, 

or a lioness: who dare rouse him? 

The sceptre shall not pass from Judah, 

nor the mace from between his feet, 

until he come to whom it belongs, 

to whom the peoples shall render obedience.’ 

 
 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 1:1-4,6 

In his days justice shall flourish, 

and peace till the moon fails. 

 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 

to a king’s son your justice, 

that he may judge your people in justice 

and your poor in right judgement. 

 

May the mountains bring forth peace for the people 

and the hills, justice. 

May he defend the poor of the people 

and save the children of the needy. 

 

In his days justice shall flourish 

and peace till the moon fails. 

He shall rule from sea to sea, 

from the Great River to earth’s bounds. 

 

May his name be blessed for ever 

and endure like the sun. 

Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 

all nations bless his name. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Wisdom of the Most High, 

ordering all things with strength and gentleness, 

come and teach us the way of truth. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
 

 



Gospel         Matthew 1:1-17 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

A genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham: 

Abraham was the father of Isaac, 

Isaac the father of Jacob, 

Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 

Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah, Tamar being their mother, 

Perez was the father of Hezron, 

Hezron the father of Ram, 

Ram was the father of Amminadab, 

Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 

Nahshon the father of Salmon, 

Salmon was the father of Boaz, Rahab being his mother, 

Boaz was the father of Obed, Ruth being his mother, 

Obed was the father of Jesse; 

and Jesse was the father of King David. 

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife, 

Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, 

Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, 

Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, 

Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, 

Joram the father of Azariah, 

Azariah was the father of Jotham, 

Jotham the father of Ahaz, 

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 

Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, 

Manasseh the father of Amon, 

Amon the father of Josiah; 

and Josiah was the father of Jechoniah and his brothers. 

Then the deportation to Babylon took place. 

 

After the deportation to Babylon: 

Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, 

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 

Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud, 

Abiud the father of Eliakim, 

Eliakim the father of Azor, 

Azor was the father of Zadok, 



Zadok the father of Achim, 

Achim the father of Eliud, 

Eliud was the father of Eleazar, 

Eleazar the father of Matthan, 

Matthan the father of Jacob; 

and Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary; 

of her was born Jesus who is called Christ. 

 

The sum of generations is therefore: fourteen from Abraham to David; 

fourteen from David to the Babylonian deportation; and fourteen from the 

Babylonian deportation to Christ. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



WEEKDAY OF ADVENT II (O Adonai) 

Saturday 18 December 2021 

 
First reading         Jeremiah 23:5-8 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

 

See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – 

when I will raise a virtuous Branch for David, 

who will reign as true king and be wise, 

practising honesty and integrity in the land. 

In his days Judah will be saved 

and Israel dwell in confidence. 

And this is the name he will be called: 

The-Lord-our-integrity. 

 

So, then, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when people 

will no longer say, “As the Lord lives who brought the sons of Israel out of 

the land of Egypt!” but, “As the Lord lives who led back and brought home 

the descendants of the House of Israel out of the land of the North and 

from all the countries to which he had dispersed them, to live on their own 

soil.” 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 71(72):1-2,12-13,18-19 

In his days justice shall flourish,  

and peace until the moon fails. 

 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 

to a king’s son your justice, 

that he may judge your people in justice 

and your poor in right judgement. 

 

For he shall save the poor when they cry 

and the needy who are helpless. 

He will have pity on the weak 

and save the lives of the poor. 

 

Blessed be the Lord, God of Israel, 

who alone works wonders, 

ever blessed his glorious name. 

Let his glory fill the earth. 

Amen! Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation     
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Ruler of the House of Israel, 

who gave the law to Moses on Sinai, 

come and save us with outstretched arm. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
 

  



Gospel         Matthew 1:18-24 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed 

to Joseph; but before they came to live together she was found to be with 

child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph; being a man of honour 

and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He 

had made up his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy 

Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because 

he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.’ Now all this took 

place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son  

and they will call him Emmanuel, 

 

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us.’ When Joseph woke up he did what 

the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 

 


