
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year C) 
 

First reading                                             Micah 5:1-4 

A reading from the prophet Micah 
 

The Lord says this: 

 

You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

the least of the clans of Judah, 

out of you will be born for me 

the one who is to rule over Israel; 

his origin goes back to the distant past, 

to the days of old. 

The Lord is therefore going to abandon them 

till the time when she who is to give birth gives birth. 

Then the remnant of his brothers will come back 

to the sons of Israel. 

He will stand and feed his flock 

with the power of the Lord, 

with the majesty of the name of his God. 

They will live secure, for from then on he will extend his power 

to the ends of the land. 

He himself will be peace. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 79(80):2-3,15-16,18-19 

God of hosts, bring us back;  

let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

 

O shepherd of Israel, hear us, 

shine forth from your cherubim throne. 

O Lord, rouse up your might, 

O Lord, come to our help. 

 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 

look down from heaven and see. 

Visit this vine and protect it, 

the vine your right hand has planted. 

 

May your hand be on the man you have chosen, 

the man you have given your strength. 

And we shall never forsake you again; 

give us life that we may call upon your name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading        Hebrews 10:5-10 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

 

This is what Christ said, on coming into the world: 

 

You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation, 

prepared a body for me. 

You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for sin; 

then I said, 

just as I was commanded in the scroll of the book, 

‘God, here I am! I am coming to obey your will.’ 

 

Notice that he says first: You did not want what the Law lays down as the 

things to be offered, that is: the sacrifices, the oblations, the holocausts and 

the sacrifices for sin, and you took no pleasure in them; and then he says: 

Here I am! I am coming to obey your will. He is abolishing the first sort to 

replace it with the second. And this will was for us to be made holy by the 

offering of his body made once and for all by Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation      Lk1:38 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the handmaid of the Lord: 

let what you have said be done to me. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 
 

 



Gospel          Luke 1:39-44 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country 

of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as 

soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of 

all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 

Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For 

the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt 

for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the 

Lord would be fulfilled.’ 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 



WEEKDAY OF ADVENT II (O Clavis David)   

Monday 20 December 2021 

 
First reading         Isaiah 7:10-14 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign for 

yourself coming either from the depths of Sheol or from the heights above.’ 

‘No,’ Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the test.’ 

 

Then Isaiah said: 

 

‘Listen now, House of David: 

are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men 

without trying the patience of my God, too? 

The Lord himself, therefore, 

will give you a sign. 

It is this: the maiden is with child 

and will soon give birth to a son 

whom she will call Immanuel, 

a name which means “God-is-with-us.”’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 23(24):1-6 

Let the Lord enter!  

He is the king of glory. 

 

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, 

the world and all its peoples. 

It is he who set it on the seas; 

on the waters he made it firm. 

 

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 

Who shall stand in his holy place? 

The man with clean hands and pure heart, 

who desires not worthless things. 

 

He shall receive blessings from the Lord 

and reward from the God who saves him. 

Such are the men who seek him, 

seek the face of the God of Jacob. 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Emmanuel, 

our king and lawgiver, 

come and save us, 

Lord our God. 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Key of David, who open the gates of the eternal kingdom, 

come to liberate from prison 

the captive who lives in darkness. 

Alleluia! 
 

 
 



Gospel         Luke 1:26-38 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 

to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and 

the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly 

favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She was deeply disturbed by these words 

and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, 

‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to 

conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great 

and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever 

and his reign will have no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this 

come about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’ the 

angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High will cover you with its 

shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know 

this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived a 

son, and she whom people called barren is now in her sixth month, for 

nothing is impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary 

‘let what you have said be done to me.’ And the angel left her. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



WEEKDAY OF ADVENT II (O Oriens)   

Tuesday 21 December 2021 

 
First reading         Song of Songs 2:8-14 

A reading from the Song of Songs 

 

I hear my Beloved. 

See how he comes 

leaping on the mountains, 

bounding over the hills. 

My Beloved is like a gazelle, 

like a young stag. 

See where he stands 

behind our wall. 

He looks in at the window, 

he peers through the lattice. 

My Beloved lifts up his voice, 

he says to me, 

‘Come then, my love, 

my lovely one, come. 

For see, winter is past, 

the rains are over and gone. 

The flowers appear on the earth. 

The season of glad songs has come, 

the cooing of the turtledove  

is heard in our land. 

The fig tree is forming its first figs 

and the blossoming vines give out their fragrance. 

Come then, my love, 

my lovely one, come. 

My dove, hiding in the clefts of the rock, 

in the coverts of the cliff, 

show me your face, 

let me hear your voice; 

for your voice is sweet 

and your face is beautiful.’ 

 

The word of the Lord 

 
OR 



First reading         Zephaniah 3:14-18 

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah 

 

 

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, 

Israel, shout aloud! 

Rejoice, exult with all your heart, 

daughter of Jerusalem! 

The Lord has repealed your sentence; 

he has driven your enemies away. 

The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst; 

you have no more evil to fear. 
 

When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem: 

Zion, have no fear, 

do not let your hands fall limp. 

The Lord your God is in your midst, 

a victorious warrior. 

He will exult with joy over you, 

he will renew you by his love; 

he will dance with shouts of joy for you 

as on a day of festival. 
 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 32(33):2-3,11-12,20-21 

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;  

O sing him a song that is new. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 

with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. 

O sing him a song that is new, 

play loudly, with all your skill. 

 

His own designs shall stand for ever, 

the plans of his heart from age to age. 

They are happy, whose God is the Lord, 

the people he has chosen as his own. 

 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 

The Lord is our help and our shield. 

In him do our hearts find joy. 

We trust in his holy name. 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Key of David, who open the gates of the eternal kingdom, 

come to liberate from prison 

the captive who lives in darkness. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

Or: 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Emmanuel, 

our king and lawgiver, 

come and save us, 

Lord our God. 

Alleluia! 
 
 



Gospel         Luke 1:39-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 

 

 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country 

of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as 

soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of 

all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 

Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For 

the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt 

for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the 

Lord would be fulfilled.’ 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



WEEKDAY OF ADVENT II (O Rex Gentium)   

Wednesday 22 December 2021 
 

 
First reading         1 Samuel 1:24-28 
A reading from the first book of Samuel 

 

 

When Hannah had weaned the infant Samuel, she took him up with her 

together with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, 

and she brought him to the temple of the Lord at Shiloh; and the child was 

with them. They slaughtered the bull and the child’s mother came to Eli. 

She said, ‘If you please, my lord. As you live, my lord, I am the woman who 

stood here beside you, praying to the Lord. This is the child I prayed for, 

and the Lord granted me what I asked him. Now I make him over to the 

Lord for the whole of his life. He is made over to the Lord.’ 

There she left him, for the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      1 Samuel 2:1,4-8 

My heart exults in the Lord my Saviour. 

 

My heart exults in the Lord. 

I find my strength in my God; 

my mouth laughs at my enemies 

as I rejoice in your saving help. 

 

The bows of the mighty are broken, 

but the weak are clothed with strength. 

Those with plenty must labour for bread, 

but the hungry need work no more. 

The childless wife has children now 

but the fruitful wife bears no more. 

 

It is the Lord who gives life and death, 

he brings men to the grave and back; 

it is the Lord who gives poverty and riches. 

He brings men low and raises them on high. 

 

He lifts up the lowly from the dust, 

from the dungheap he raises the poor 

to set him in the company of princes 

to give him a glorious throne. 

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, 

on them he has set the world. 
 

Gospel Acclamation      

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Root of Jesse, 

set up as a sign to the peoples, 

come to save us 

and delay no more. 

Alleluia! 
 

Or:         

Alleluia, alleluia! 

King of the peoples 

and corner-stone of the Church, 

come and save man, 

whom you made from the dust of the earth. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel         Luke 1:46-56 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

Mary said: 
 

‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 

and my spirit exults in God my saviour; 

because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid. 

Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed, 

for the Almighty has done great things for me. 

Holy is his name, 

and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him. 

He has shown the power of his arm, 

he has routed the proud of heart. 

He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly. 

The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away. 

He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy 

– according to the promise he made to our ancestors – 

of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back home. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



WEEKDAY OF ADVENT II (O Emmanuel)   

Thursday 23 December 2021 
 

 

 

First reading         Malachi 3:1-4,23-24 

A reading from the prophet Malachi 

 

The Lord God says this: Look, I am going to send my messenger to prepare 

a way before me. And the Lord you are seeking will suddenly enter his 

Temple; and the angel of the covenant whom you are longing for, yes, he 

is coming, says the Lord of Hosts. Who will be able to resist the day of his 

coming? Who will remain standing when he appears? For he is like the 

refiner’s fire and the fullers’ alkali. He will take his seat as refiner and 

purifier; he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 

and then they will make the offering to the Lord as it should be made. The 

offering of Judah and Jerusalem will then be welcomed by the Lord as in 

former days, as in the years of old. 

 

Know that I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before my day comes, 

that great and terrible day. He shall turn the hearts of fathers towards their 

children and the hearts of children towards their fathers, lest I come and 

strike the land with a curse. 

 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 24(25):4-5,8-9,10,14 

Stand erect, hold your heads high,  

because your liberation is near at hand. 

 

Lord, make me know your ways. 

Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour. 

 

The Lord is good and upright. 

He shows the path to those who stray, 

He guides the humble in the right path, 

He teaches his way to the poor. 

 

His ways are faithfulness and love 

for those who keep his covenant and law. 

The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere him; 

to them he reveals his covenant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation      

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

King of the peoples 

and cornerstone of the Church, 

come and save man, 

whom you made from the dust of the earth. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

  



Gospel         Luke 1:57-66 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

The time came for Elizabeth to have her child, and she gave birth to a son; 

and when her neighbours and relations heard that the Lord had shown her 

so great a kindness, they shared her joy. 

 

Now on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; they were going 

to call him Zechariah after his father, but his mother spoke up. ‘No,’ she 

said ‘he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘But no one in your family 

has that name’, and made signs to his father to find out what he wanted 

him called. The father asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is 

John.’ And they were all astonished. At that instant his power of speech 

returned and he spoke and praised God. All their neighbours were filled 

with awe and the whole affair was talked about throughout the hill country 

of Judaea. All those who heard of it treasured it in their hearts. ‘What will 

this child turn out to be?’ they wondered. And indeed the hand of the Lord 

was with him. 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



WEEKDAY OF ADVENT II   

Friday 24 December 2021 
 

 
First reading           2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14,16 

A reading from the second book of Samuel 

 

Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had given him rest 

from all the enemies surrounding him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, 

‘Look, I am living in a house of cedar while the ark of God dwells in a tent.’ 

Nathan said to the king, ‘Go and do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is 

with you.’ 

 

But that very night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 

 

‘Go and tell my servant David, “Thus the Lord speaks: Are you the man to 

build me a house to dwell in? I took you from the pasture, from following 

the sheep, to be leader of my people Israel; I have been with you on all 

your expeditions; I have cut off all your enemies before you. I will give you 

fame as great as the fame of the greatest on earth. I will provide a place for 

my people Israel; I will plant them there and they shall dwell in that place 

and never be disturbed again; nor shall the wicked continue to oppress 

them as they did, in the days when I appointed judges over my people Israel; 

I will give them rest from all their enemies. The Lord will make you great; 

the Lord will make you a House. And when your days are ended and you 

are laid to rest with your ancestors, I will preserve the offspring of your 

body after you and make his sovereignty secure. I will be a father to him 

and he a son to me; if he does evil, I will punish him with the rod such as 

men use, with strokes such as mankind gives. Your House and your 

sovereignty will always stand secure before me and your throne be 

established for ever.”’ 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 88(89):2-5,27,29 

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 

 

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; 

through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth. 

Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever, 

that your truth is firmly established as the heavens. 

 

‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

I have sworn to David my servant: 

I will establish your dynasty for ever 

and set up your throne through all ages. 

 

‘He will say to me: “You are my father, 

my God, the rock who saves me.” 

I will keep my love for him always; 

with him my covenant shall last.’ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Morning star, radiance of eternal light, 

sun of justice, 

come and enlighten those who live in darkness 

and in the shadow of death. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Gospel         Luke 1:67-79 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

John’s father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this 

prophecy: 

 

‘Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel 

for he has visited his people, he has come to their rescue 

and he has raised up for us a power for salvation 

in the House of his servant David, 

even as he proclaimed, 

by the mouth of his holy prophets from ancient times, 

that he would save us from our enemies 

and from the hands of all who hate us. 

Thus he shows mercy to our ancestors, 

thus he remembers his holy covenant 

the oath he swore 

to our father Abraham 

that he would grant us, free from fear, 

to be delivered from the hands of our enemies, 

to serve him in holiness and virtue 

in his presence, all our days. 

And you, little child, 

you shall be called Prophet of the Most High, 

for you will go before the Lord 

to prepare the way for him, 

to give his people knowledge of salvation 

through the forgiveness of their sins; 

this by the tender mercy of our God 

who from on high will bring the rising Sun to visit us, 

to give light to those who live 

in darkness and the shadow of death 

and to guide our feet 

into the way of peace.’ 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS)   

Vigil Mass (Thursday 24 December 2021) 

 
First reading         Isaiah 62:1-5 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

About Zion I will not be silent, 

about Jerusalem I will not grow weary, 

until her integrity shines out like the dawn 

and her salvation flames like a torch. 

The nations then will see your integrity, 

all the kings your glory, 

and you will be called by a new name, 

one which the mouth of the Lord will confer. 

 

You are to be a crown of splendour in the hand of the Lord, 

a princely diadem in the hand of your God; 

no longer are you to be named ‘Forsaken’, 

nor your land ‘Abandoned’, 

but you shall be called ‘My Delight’ 

and your land ‘The Wedded’; 

for the Lord takes delight in you 

and your land will have its wedding. 

 

Like a young man marrying a virgin, 

so will the one who built you wed you, 

and as the bridegroom rejoices in his bride, 

so will your God rejoice in you. 

 
 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 88(89):4-5,16-17,27,29 

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 

 

‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

I have sworn to David my servant: 

I will establish your dynasty for ever 

and set up your throne through all ages.’ 

 

Happy the people who acclaim such a king, 

who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 

who find their joy every day in your name, 

who make your justice the source of their bliss. 

 

‘He will say to me: “You are my father, 

my God, the rock who saves me.” 

I will keep my love for him always; 

with him my covenant shall endure.’ 

 

 

  



Second reading        Acts 13:16-17,22-25 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia, he stood up in the synagogue, held 

up a hand for silence and began to speak: 

 

‘Men of Israel, and fearers of God, listen! The God of our nation Israel 

chose our ancestors, and made our people great when they were living as 

foreigners in Egypt; then by divine power he led them out. 

 

‘Then he made David their king, of whom he approved in these words, “I 

have selected David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will carry 

out my whole purpose.” To keep his promise, God has raised up for Israel 

one of David’s descendants, Jesus, as Saviour, whose coming was heralded 

by John when he proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the whole people 

of Israel. Before John ended his career he said, “I am not the one you 

imagine me to be; that one is coming after me and I am not fit to undo his 

sandal.”’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation       
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Tomorrow there will be an end to the sin of the world 

and the saviour of the world will be our king. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



Gospel         Matthew 1:1-25 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

 

A genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham: 

Abraham was the father of Isaac, 

Isaac the father of Jacob, 

Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 

Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah, Tamar being their mother, 

Perez was the father of Hezron, 

Hezron the father of Ram, 

Ram was the father of Amminadab, 

Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 

Nahshon the father of Salmon, 

Salmon was the father of Boaz, Rahab being his mother, 

Boaz was the father of Obed, Ruth being his mother, 

Obed was the father of Jesse; 

and Jesse was the father of King David. 

 

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife, 

Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, 

Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, 

Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, 

Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, 

Joram the father of Azariah, 

Azariah was the father of Jotham, 

Jotham the father of Ahaz, 

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 

Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, 

Manasseh the father of Amon, 

Amon the father of Josiah; 

and Josiah was the father of Jechoniah and his brothers. 

Then the deportation to Babylon took place. 

 

After the deportation to Babylon: 

Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, 

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 

Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud, 

Abiud the father of Eliakim, 



Eliakim the father of Azor, 

Azor was the father of Zadok, 

Zadok the father of Achim, 

Achim the father of Eliud, 

Eliud was the father of Eleazar, 

Eleazar the father of Matthan, 

Matthan the father of Jacob; 

and Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary; 

of her was born Jesus who is called Christ. 

 

The sum of generations is therefore: fourteen from Abraham to David; 

fourteen from David to the Babylonian deportation; and fourteen from the 

Babylonian deportation to Christ. 

 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed 

to Joseph; but before they came to live together she was found to be with 

child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph; being a man of honour 

and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He 

had made up his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy 

Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because 

he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.’ Now all this took 

place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son  

and they will call him Emmanuel, 
 

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us.’ When Joseph woke up he did what 

the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home and, 

though he had not had intercourse with her, she gave birth to a son; and 

he named him Jesus. 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
  



SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS)   

Saturday 25 December 2021 

Mass during the Night 
 

First reading         Isaiah 9:1-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

The people that walked in darkness 

has seen a great light; 

on those who live in a land of deep shadow 

a light has shone. 

You have made their gladness greater, 

you have made their joy increase; 

they rejoice in your presence 

as men rejoice at harvest time, 

as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils. 

For the yoke that was weighing on him, 

the bar across his shoulders, 

the rod of his oppressor, 

these you break as on the day of Midian. 

For all the footgear of battle, 

every cloak rolled in blood, is burnt, 

and consumed by fire. 

For there is a child born for us, 

a son given to us 

and dominion is laid on his shoulders; 

and this is the name they give him: 

Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, 

Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. 

Wide is his dominion 

in a peace that has no end, 

for the throne of David 

and for his royal power, 

which he establishes and makes secure 

in justice and integrity. 

From this time onwards and for ever, 

the jealous love of the Lord of Hosts will do this. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 95(96):1-3,11-13 

Today a saviour has been born to us:  

he is Christ the Lord. 

 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

O sing to the Lord, bless his name. 

 

Proclaim his help day by day, 

tell among the nations his glory 

and his wonders among all the peoples. 

 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, 

let the sea and all within it thunder praise, 

let the land and all it bears rejoice, 

all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 

he comes to rule the earth. 

 

With justice he will rule the world, 

he will judge the peoples with his truth. 

 

  



Second reading        Titus 2:11-14 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus 

 

 

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation possible for the 

whole human race and taught us that what we have to do is to give up 

everything that does not lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; we 

must be self-restrained and live good and religious lives here in this present 

world, while we are waiting in hope for the blessing which will come with 

the Appearing of the glory of our great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He 

sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free from all wickedness and to 

purify a people so that it could be his very own and would have no ambition 

except to do good. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation    Lk2:10-11 
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I bring you news of great joy: 

today a saviour has been born to us, Christ the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 2:1-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world to be 

taken. This census – the first – took place while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria, and everyone went to his own town to be registered. So Joseph set 

out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to the 

town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s House and line, in 

order to be registered together with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 

child. While they were there the time came for her to have her child, and 

she gave birth to a son, her first born. She wrapped him in swaddling 

clothes, and laid him in a manger because there was no room for them at 

the inn.  

 

In the countryside close by there were shepherds who lived in the fields 

and took it in turns to watch their flocks during the night. The angel of the 

Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone round them. They 

were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news 

of great joy, a joy to be shared by the whole people. Today in the town of 

David a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. And here is a 

sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 

a manger.’ And suddenly with the angel there was a great throng of the 

heavenly host, praising God and singing: 
 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS)   

Saturday 25 December 2021 

Mass at Dawn 

 
 
First reading         Isaiah 62:11-12 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

This the Lord proclaims 

to the ends of the earth: 

 

Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Look, 

your saviour comes, 

the prize of his victory with him, 

his trophies before him.’ 

They shall be called ‘The Holy People’, 

‘The Lord’s Redeemed.’ 

And you shall be called ‘The-sought-after’, 

‘City-not-forsaken.’ 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 96(97):1,6,11-12 

This day new light will shine upon the earth:  

the Lord is born for us. 

 

The Lord is king, let earth rejoice, 

let all the coastlands be glad. 

The skies proclaim his justice; 

all peoples see his glory. 

 

Light shines forth for the just 

and joy for the upright of heart. 

Rejoice, you just, in the Lord; 

give glory to his holy name. 

 

 

 

  



Second reading        Titus 3:4-7 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus 

 

 

 

When the kindness and love of God our saviour for mankind were 

revealed, it was not because he was concerned with any righteous actions 

we might have done ourselves; it was for no reason except his own 

compassion that he saved us, by means of the cleansing water of rebirth 

and by renewing us with the Holy Spirit which he has so generously poured 

over us through Jesus Christ our saviour. He did this so that we should be 

justified by his grace, to become heirs looking forward to inheriting eternal 

life. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation    Lk2:14 
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and peace to men who enjoy his favour. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         Luke 2:15-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

 

 

Now when the angels had gone from them into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, ‘Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they hurried away 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When they 

saw the child they repeated what they had been told about him, and 

everyone who heard it was astonished at what the shepherds had to say. 

As for Mary, she treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart. 

And the shepherds went back glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen; it was exactly as they had been told. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS)   

Saturday 25 December 2021 

Mass during the Day 

 
 
First reading         Isaiah 52:7-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

How beautiful on the mountains, 

are the feet of one who brings good news, 

who heralds peace, brings happiness, 

proclaims salvation, 

and tells Zion, 

‘Your God is king!’ 

Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices, 

they shout for joy together, 

for they see the Lord face to face, 

as he returns to Zion. 

Break into shouts of joy together, 

you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the Lord is consoling his people, 

redeeming Jerusalem. 

The Lord bares his holy arm 

in the sight of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

the salvation of our God. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 97(98):1-6 

All the ends of the earth have seen  

the salvation of our God. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation. 

 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 

has shown his justice to the nations. 

He has remembered his truth and love 

for the house of Israel. 

 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, 

ring out your joy. 

 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp 

with the sound of music. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

acclaim the King, the Lord. 

 

 

 

  



Second reading        Hebrews 1:1-6 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

 

 

At various times in the past and in various different ways, God spoke to 

our ancestors through the prophets; but in our own time, the last days, he 

has spoken to us through his Son, the Son that he has appointed to inherit 

everything and through whom he made everything there is. He is the 

radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect copy of his nature, sustaining 

the universe by his powerful command; and now that he has destroyed the 

defilement of sin, he has gone to take his place in heaven at the right hand 

of divine Majesty. So he is now as far above the angels as the title which he 

has inherited is higher than their own name. 

     

God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today I have become 

your father; or: I will be a father to him and he a son to me. Again, when 

he brings the First-Born into the world, he says: Let all the angels of God 

worship him. 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation    
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A hallowed day has dawned upon us. 

Come, you nations, worship the Lord, 

for today a great light has shone down upon the earth. 

Alleluia! 
  



Gospel         John 1:1-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

In the beginning was the Word: 

and the Word was with God 

and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him all things came to be, 

not one thing had its being but through him. 

All that came to be had life in him 

and that life was the light of men, 

a light that shines in the dark, 

a light that darkness could not overpower. 

A man came, sent by God. 

His name was John. 

He came as a witness, 

as a witness to speak for the light, 

so that everyone might believe through him. 

He was not the light, 

only a witness to speak for the light. 

The Word was the true light 

that enlightens all men; 

and he was coming into the world. 

He was in the world 

that had its being through him, 

and the world did not know him. 

He came to his own domain 

and his own people did not accept him. 

But to all who did accept him 

he gave power to become children of God, 

to all who believe in the name of him 

who was born not out of human stock 

or urge of the flesh 

or will of man 

but of God himself. 

 

 

 



The Word was made flesh, 

he lived among us, 

and we saw his glory, 

the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, 

full of grace and truth. 

John appears as his witness. He proclaims: 

‘This is the one of whom I said: 

He who comes after me ranks before me 

because he existed before me.’ 

Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received – 

yes, grace in return for grace, 

since, though the Law was given through Moses, 

grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. 

No one has ever seen God; 

it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, 

who has made him known. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 


