
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Second Sunday of Christmas 
 

First reading                                              Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2,8-12 

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus 
 

 

Wisdom speaks her own praises, 

in the midst of her people she glories in herself. 

She opens her mouth in the assembly of the Most High, 

she glories in herself in the presence of the Mighty One; 

‘Then the creator of all things instructed me, 

and he who created me fixed a place for my tent. 

He said, “Pitch your tent in Jacob, 

make Israel your inheritance.” 

From eternity, in the beginning, he created me, 

and for eternity I shall remain. 

I ministered before him in the holy tabernacle, 

and thus was I established on Zion. 

In the beloved city he has given me rest, 

and in Jerusalem I wield my authority. 

I have taken root in a privileged people, 

in the Lord’s property, in his inheritance.’ 

 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 147:12-15,19-20 

The Word was made flesh,  

and lived among us. 

or 

Alleluia! 

 

O praise the Lord, Jerusalem! 

Zion, praise your God! 

He has strengthened the bars of your gates 

he has blessed the children within you. 

 

He established peace on your borders, 

he feeds you with finest wheat. 

He sends out his word to the earth 

and swiftly runs his command. 

 

He makes his word known to Jacob, 

to Israel his laws and decrees. 

He has not dealt thus with other nations; 

he has not taught them his decrees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Second reading        Ephesians 1:3-6,15-18 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ. Before the world was 

made, he chose us, chose us in Christ, to be holy and spotless, and to live 

through love in his presence, determining that we should become his 

adopted sons, through Jesus Christ for his own kind purposes, to make us 

praise the glory of his grace, his free gift to us in the Beloved. 

 

That will explain why I, having once heard about your faith in the Lord 

Jesus, and the love that you show towards all the saints, have never failed 

to remember you in my prayers and to thank God for you. May the God 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom 

and perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. 

May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope his 

call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      cf 1 Tim3:16 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Glory be to you, O Christ, proclaimed to the pagans; 

Glory be to you, O Christ, believed in by the world. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

  



Gospel          John 1:1-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

 

In the beginning was the Word: 

and the Word was with God 

and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him all things came to be, 

not one thing had its being but through him. 

All that came to be had life in him 

and that life was the light of men, 

a light that shines in the dark, 

a light that darkness could not overpower. 

 

A man came, sent by God. 

His name was John. 

He came as a witness, 

as a witness to speak for the light, 

so that everyone might believe through him. 

He was not the light, 

only a witness to speak for the light. 

 

The Word was the true light 

that enlightens all men; 

and he was coming into the world. 

He was in the world 

that had its being through him, 

and the world did not know him. 

He came to his own domain 

and his own people did not accept him. 

But to all who did accept him 

he gave power to become children of God, 

to all who believe in the name of him 

who was born not out of human stock 

or urge of the flesh 

or will of man 

but of God himself. 

 



The Word was made flesh, 

he lived among us, 

and we saw his glory, 

the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, 

full of grace and truth. 

John appears as his witness. He proclaims: 

‘This is the one of whom I said: 

He who comes after me ranks before me 

because he existed before me.’ 

Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received – 

yes, grace in return for grace, 

since, though the Law was given through Moses, 

grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. 

No one has ever seen God; 

it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, 

who has made him known. 

 
 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       

  



Monday of Christmas Time 

Monday 3 January 2022 

 
First reading         1 John 2:29-3:6 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

You know that God is righteous – 

then you must recognise that everyone whose life is righteous 

has been begotten by him. 

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, 

by letting us be called God’s children; 

and that is what we are. 

Because the world refused to acknowledge him, 

therefore it does not acknowledge us. 

My dear people, we are already the children of God 

but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; 

all we know is, that when it is revealed 

we shall be like him 

because we shall see him as he really is. 

Surely everyone who entertains this hope 

must purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ. 

Anyone who sins at all 

breaks the law, 

because to sin is to break the law. 

Now you know that he appeared in order to abolish sin, 

and that in him there is no sin; 

anyone who lives in God does not sin, 

and anyone who sins 

has never seen him or known him. 

 

 

The word of the Lord 

 
  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 97(98):1,3-6 

All the ends of the earth have seen  

the salvation of our God. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation. 

 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, 

ring out your joy. 

 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp 

with the sound of music. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

acclaim the King, the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

A hallowed day has dawned upon us. 

Come, you nations, worship the Lord, 

for today a great light has shone down upon the earth. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
                                                                                        Jn1:14,12 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. 

To all who received him he gave power to become children of God. 

Alleluia! 

 

 



Gospel         John 1:29-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
 

 

The next day, seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there is 

the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. This is the one I 

spoke of when I said: A man is coming after me who ranks before me 

because he existed before me. I did not know him myself, and yet it was to 

reveal him to Israel that I came baptising with water.’ John also declared, ‘I 

saw the Spirit coming down on him from heaven like a dove and resting on 

him. I did not know him myself, but he who sent me to baptise with water 

had said to me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest 

is the one who is going to baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have seen 

and I am the witness that he is the Chosen One of God.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



Tuesday of Christmas Time 

Tuesday 4 January 2022 

 
First reading         1 John 3:7-10 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

My children, do not let anyone lead you astray: 

to live a holy life 

is to be holy just as he is holy; 

to lead a sinful life is to belong to the devil, 

since the devil was a sinner from the beginning. 

It was to undo all that the devil has done 

that the Son of God appeared. 

No one who has been begotten by God sins; 

because God’s seed remains inside him, 

he cannot sin when he has been begotten by God. 

In this way we distinguish the children of God 

from the children of the devil: 

anybody not living a holy life 

and not loving his brother 

is no child of God’s. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 97(98):1,7-9 
All the ends of the earth have seen  

the salvation of our God. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation. 

 

Let the sea and all within it, thunder; 

the world, and all its peoples. 

Let the rivers clap their hands 

and the hills ring out their joy 

 

at the presence of the Lord: for he comes, 

he comes to rule the earth. 

He will rule the world with justice 

and the peoples with fairness. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                                 

Jn1:14,12  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. 

To all who received him he gave power to become children of God. 

Alleluia! 

 

 
Or: 

Heb1:1-2 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

At various times in the past 

and in various different ways, 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 

but in our own time, the last days, 

he has spoken to us through his Son. 

Alleluia! 

 



Gospel         John 1:35-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
 

 

As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus passed, and John stared hard 

at him and said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of God.’ Hearing this, the two 

disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned round, saw them following and said, 

‘What do you want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which means Teacher – 

‘where do you live?’ ‘Come and see’ he replied; so they went and saw 

where he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that day. It was about the 

tenth hour. 

 

One of these two who became followers of Jesus after hearing what John 

had said was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. Early next morning, 

Andrew met his brother and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ – 

which means the Christ – and he took Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked hard 

at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John; you are to be called Cephas’ – 

meaning Rock. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

  



Wednesday of Christmas Time 

Wednesday 5 January 2022 
 

First reading         1 John 3:11-21 
A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

This is the message 

as you heard it from the beginning: 

that we are to love one another; 

not to be like Cain, who belonged to the Evil One 

and cut his brother’s throat; 

cut his brother’s throat simply for this reason, 

that his own life was evil and his brother lived a good life. 

You must not be surprised, brothers, when the world hates you; 

we have passed out of death and into life, 

and of this we can be sure 

because we love our brothers. 

If you refuse to love, you must remain dead; 

to hate your brother is to be a murderer, 

and murderers, as you know, do not have eternal life in them. 

This has taught us love – 

that he gave up his life for us; 

and we, too, ought to give up our lives for our brothers. 

If a man who was rich enough in this world’s goods 

saw that one of his brothers was in need, 

but closed his heart to him, 

how could the love of God be living in him? 

My children, 

our love is not to be just words or mere talk, 

but something real and active; 

only by this can we be certain 

that we are children of the truth 

and be able to quieten our conscience in his presence, 

whatever accusations it may raise against us, 

because God is greater than our conscience and he knows everything. 

My dear people, 

if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience, 

we need not be afraid in God’s presence. 

 

The word of the Lord 



Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 99(100) 

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

 

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

Come before him, singing for joy. 

 

Know that he, the Lord, is God. 

He made us, we belong to him, 

we are his people, the sheep of his flock. 

 

Go within his gates, giving thanks. 

Enter his courts with songs of praise. 

Give thanks to him and bless his name. 

 

Indeed, how good is the Lord, 

eternal his merciful love. 

He is faithful from age to age. 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Heb1:1-2 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

At various times in the past 

and in various different ways, 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 

but in our own time, the last days, 

he has spoken to us through his Son. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or:         

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A hallowed day has dawned upon us. 

Come, you nations, worship the Lord, 

for today a great light has shone down upon the earth. 

Alleluia! 

 
 



Gospel         John 1:43-51 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

After Jesus had decided to leave for Galilee, he met Philip and said, ‘Follow 

me.’ Philip came from the same town, Bethsaida, as Andrew and Peter. 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found the one Moses 

wrote about in the Law, the one about whom the prophets wrote: he is 

Jesus son of Joseph, from Nazareth.’ ‘From Nazareth?’ said Nathanael ‘Can 

anything good come from that place?’ ‘Come and see’ replied Philip. When 

Jesus saw Nathanael coming he said of him, ‘There is an Israelite who 

deserves the name, incapable of deceit.’ ‘How do you know me?’ said 

Nathanael. ‘Before Philip came to call you,’ said Jesus ‘I saw you under the 

fig tree.’ Nathanael answered, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the 

King of Israel.’ Jesus replied, ‘You believe that just because I said: I saw you 

under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.’ And then he added 

‘I tell you most solemnly, you will see heaven laid open and, above the Son 

of Man, the angels of God ascending and descending.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

 

 

 



SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Thursday 6 January 2021 
 

 

First reading         Isaiah 60:1-6 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, 

the glory of the Lord is rising on you, 

though night still covers the earth 

and darkness the peoples. 

 

Above you the Lord now rises 

and above you his glory appears. 

The nations come to your light 

and kings to your dawning brightness. 

 

Lift up your eyes and look round: 

all are assembling and coming towards you, 

your sons from far away 

and your daughters being tenderly carried. 

 

At this sight you will grow radiant, 

your heart throbbing and full; 

since the riches of the sea will flow to you, 

the wealth of the nations come to you; 

 

camels in throngs will cover you, 

and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; 

everyone in Sheba will come, 

bringing gold and incense 

and singing the praise of the Lord. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord 
  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 71(72):1-2,7-8,10-13 

All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord. 

 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 

to a king’s son your justice, 

that he may judge your people in justice 

and your poor in right judgement. 

 

In his days justice shall flourish 

and peace till the moon fails. 

He shall rule from sea to sea, 

from the Great River to earth’s bounds. 

 

The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts 

shall pay him tribute. 

The kings of Sheba and Seba 

shall bring him gifts. 

Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, 

all nations shall serve him. 

 

For he shall save the poor when they cry 

and the needy who are helpless. 

He will have pity on the weak 

and save the lives of the poor. 

 

 

 

 
  



Second reading        Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

 

You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace 

he meant for you, and that it was by a revelation that I was given the 

knowledge of the mystery. This mystery that has now been revealed 

through the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any 

men in past generations; it means that pagans now share the same 

inheritance, that they are parts of the same body, and that the same 

promise has been made to them, in Jesus Christ, through the gospel. 

 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
Mt2:2 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

We saw his star as it rose 

and have come to do the Lord homage. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         Matthew 2:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King 

Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the 

infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have 

come to do him homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, 

and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests 

and the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was 

to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him ‘for this is what the 

prophet wrote: 

 

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, 

for out of you will come a leader 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 

 

Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them 

the exact date on which the star had appeared, and sent them on to 

Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have 

found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having 

listened to what the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of 

them was the star they had seen rising; it went forward, and halted over 

the place where the child was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, 

and going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 

falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, 

they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were 

warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own 

country by a different way. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
  



FRIDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Friday 7 January 2021 
 
 

First reading           1 John 3:22-4:6 

A reading from the first letter of St John 
 

Whatever we ask God, 

we shall receive, 

because we keep his commandments 

and live the kind of life that he wants. 

His commandments are these: 

that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and that we love one another 

as he told us to. 

Whoever keeps his commandments 

lives in God and God lives in him. 

We know that he lives in us 

by the Spirit that he has given us. 

It is not every spirit, my dear people, that you can trust; 

test them, to see if they come from God, 

there are many false prophets, now, in the world. 

You can tell the spirits that come from God by this: 

every spirit which acknowledges that Jesus the Christ has come in the flesh 

is from God; 

but any spirit which will not say this of Jesus 

is not from God, but is the spirit of Antichrist, 

whose coming you were warned about. 

Well, now he is here, in the world. 

Children, 

you have already overcome these false prophets, 

because you are from God and you have in you 

one who is greater than anyone in this world; 

as for them, they are of the world, 

and so they speak the language of the world 

and the world listens to them. 

But we are children of God, 

and those who know God listen to us; 

those who are not of God refuse to listen to us. 

This is how we can tell 

the spirit of truth from the spirit of falsehood. 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 2:7-8,10-11 

I will give you the nations for your heritage. 

 

The Lord said to me: ‘You are my Son. 

It is I who have begotten you this day. 

Ask and I shall bequeath you the nations, 

put the ends of the earth in your possession.’ 

 

Now, O kings, understand, 

take warning, rulers of the earth; 

serve the Lord with awe 

and trembling, pay him your homage. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation      
 

Mt4:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The people that lived in darkness 

has seen a great light; 

on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death 

a light has dawned. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
 

cf.Mt4:23 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus proclaimed the Good News of the kingdom 

and cured all kinds of diseases among the people. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
  



Gospel         Matthew 4:12-17,23-25 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 

Hearing that John had been arrested, Jesus went back to Galilee, and leaving 

Nazareth he went and settled in Capernaum, a lakeside town on the 

borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to 

be fulfilled: 

 

‘Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! 

Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, 

Galilee of the nations! 

The people that lived in darkness has seen a great light; 

on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death 

a light has dawned.’ 

 

From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the message, ‘Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 

 

He went round the whole of Galilee teaching in their synagogues, 

proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom and curing all kinds of diseases 

and sickness among the people. His fame spread throughout Syria, and 

those who were suffering from diseases and painful complaints of one kind 

or another, the possessed, epileptics, the paralysed, were all brought to 

him, and he cured them. Large crowds followed him, coming from Galilee, 

the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judaea and Transjordania. 

 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord  



SATURDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Saturday 8 January 2022 

 
First reading         1 John 4:7-10 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

 

My dear people, 

let us love one another 

since love comes from God 

and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 

Anyone who fails to love can never have known God, 

because God is love. 

God’s love for us was revealed 

when God sent into the world his only Son 

so that we could have life through him; 

this is the love I mean: 

not our love for God, 

but God’s love for us when he sent his Son 

to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away. 

 
 

 

 

The word of the Lord  



Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 71(72):1-4,7-8 

All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord. 

 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 

to a king’s son your justice, 

that he may judge your people in justice 

and your poor in right judgement. 

 

May the mountains bring forth peace for the people 

and the hills, justice. 

May he defend the poor of the people 

and save the children of the needy. 

 

In his days justice shall flourish 

and peace till the moon fails. 

He shall rule from sea to sea, 

from the Great River to earth’s bounds. 

 

 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation       

 

cf.Mt4:23   
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus proclaimed the Good News of the kingdom 

and cured all kinds of diseases among the people. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Or: 
Lk4:17 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, 

to proclaim liberty to captives. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 
 
 



Gospel         Mark 6:34-44 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

 

As Jesus stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them 

because they were like sheep without a shepherd, and he set himself to 

teach them at some length. By now it was getting very late, and his disciples 

came up to him and said, ‘This is a lonely place and it is getting very late. 

So send them away, and they can go to the farms and villages round about, 

to buy themselves something to eat.’ He replied, ‘Give them something to 

eat yourselves.’ They answered, ‘Are we to go and spend two hundred 

denarii on bread for them to eat?’ ‘How many loaves have you?’ he asked. 

‘Go and see.’ And when they had found out they said, ‘Five, and two fish.’ 

Then he ordered them to get all the people together in groups on the green 

grass, and they sat down on the ground in squares of hundreds and fifties. 

Then he took the five loaves and the two fish, raised his eyes to heaven and 

said the blessing; then he broke the loaves and handed them to his disciples 

to distribute among the people. He also shared out the two fish among 

them all. They all ate as much as they wanted. They collected twelve 

basketfuls of scraps of bread and pieces of fish. Those who had eaten the 

loaves numbered five thousand men. 

 

 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 


